ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                         10:00 AM	                                      September 27, 2026        
*Please stand as able     	                                                                                         P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation                  
                                                                                                                                                                                        SETTING 6  PG 165
GATHERING 	                        
GATHERING MUSIC  (9:45AM)
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  (9:55AM)                                                                                                         
PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES BY ACOLYTE                                                                        
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩ one God who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.                   C:  Amen
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin, pausing for a moment of silent reflection.

Silence is kept for reflection 

P: Compassionate God,
C: We confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.    Amen.

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.    C:  Amen

* OPENING HYMN                                                               “Gather Us In”               	                                                       ELW #532
       
* APOSTOLIC GREETING

* KYRIE  
                                                                                                                                                                                                    P. 165 ELW                                                                        
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.                       C:  Amen


WORD 

LESSONS                                              	        Isaiah 55:1-3; 2 Corinthians 8:8-15                         

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION			  “Alleluia  Lord …” 				                        P. 171 ELW

 GOSPEL READING				   Luke 12:13-21, 32-34     		                  Pastor Quentin Surace

P: The Holy Gospel according to John  	  C: Glory to you, O Lord                                                         	        	
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  		  C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON       								                Pastor Quentin Surace

SERMON									                       	  Pastor Quentin Surace 			                                   
*HYMN OF THE DAY                                    “We Give Thee But Thine Own”                                                                     ELW #686				                      

*APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                                                                                                  ELW P. 127 

*PRAYERS BY ASSISTING MINISTER                                                                                                                        
    A:  	Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love . . . . . . .  C:  Your Mercy Is Great.
 

*SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
 
MEAL
THE OFFERING  HYMN 		                              “We Are An Offering”	                                                                       ELW #692
OFFERING PRESENTATION/RESPONSE   “Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow”	
Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly   
host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.		                                                                                                                                                                           C:  Amen

*GREAT THANKSGIVING	
     P:     The Lord be with you.                                   	C:   And also with you
     P:     Lift up your hearts.                                          	C:   We lift them to the Lord
     P:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God	              C:    It Is right to give our thanks and praise	

*PROPER PREFACE FOR SUNDAY								                      

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  (sung)                                                                                                                                                  ELW P. 173                  
      Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna.  Hosanna.  
      Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.			 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 	  P: Lord, teach us to pray . . . 

  DISTRIBUTION
          We welcome all who believe Jesus is Lord to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. An usher will guide 
           you to the center aisle to receive communion. You may return to your seat by the outer aisle. If you are not 
           able to come forward, please notify an usher by raising your hand and communion will be brought to you. 

INVITATION

AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)                                                                                                                                                ELW  P. 174 
      Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
      of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.		

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                                                     “Take My Life”                                                         (Chris Tomlin Version)                                                                                                  

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 P:  Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.      C:  AMEN
							
SENDING
*BLESSING   
P:  The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.  C: Amen.
      The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.   C: Amen.
      The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.    C: Amen.

P: Together let us proclaim our mission:
C:  To proclaim the Gospel. To make disciples. To embody God’s love.  Amen
\
*SENDING HYMN                                     “To God Be The Glory”                                        (Fanny Crosby Hymn)              

*Dismissal:   P:  Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 	C:  Thanks be to God !

 POSTLUDE     
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 Pastor:  Pastor Quentin Surace					Custodian:  Larry Smyre / Mark Oakley            
Music Director:  Emily Schuttenberg				Office Administrator: Wendy Hefner 		
Family Ministries Director:  Wendy Hefner			Preschool Co-Director:  Randyl Abernathy
Finance Secretary:  Deanna Butcher				Preschool Co-Director:  Maria Wright
2026 Church Council President:  Terry Hefner	
 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3
 1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.  I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.

 Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:8-15
  8 I do not say this as a command, but I am, by mentioning the eagerness of others, testing the genuineness of your love. 9 For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 10 And in this matter, I am giving my opinion: it is beneficial for you who began last year not only to do something but even to desire to do something. 11 Now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. 12 For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have. 13 For I do not mean that there should be relief for others and hardship for you, but it is a question of equality between 14 your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may also supply your need, in order that there may be equality. 15 As it is written, “The one who had much did not have too much, and the one who had little did not have too little.”

 Gospel: Luke 12”13-21, 32 - 34
  13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
  32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SUNDAY MORNING LEARNING 9:00AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 10:00AM
YOUTUBE LIVE STREAM 10:00 AM
 http:// www.youtube.com@st.markslutheranchurchclar6483
 
 

 Introduction
Scripture reminds us that our possessions can never give us the life, security, or peace that God freely gives. God calls us instead to trust in God's abundance and to use what we have so that others may flourish alongside us. Generosity is therefore not a transaction with God, but a response to the grace we have already received. Together, we will consider how the way we use our treasure can reflect where we place our trust and what we believe is truly valuable.
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ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
  OUR MISSION: 
TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL
TO MAKE DISCIPLES 
	TO EMBODY GOD’S LOVE
Assisting in Worship Today
     Preaching: Pastor Quentin Surace	     Ushers:  
     Organist:  Emily Schuttenberg	     Assisting Minister: 
     Greeters: Sandy Sherrill, Cathy Sigmom  Lay Reader:  Dale Sherrill
     Communion Asst.:	     Acolyte:  
     Crucifer: 
     Council Duties: Trey Hendren, Susan Williams
Attendance last Sunday  60 (includes YouTube Live viewers)
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