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INTRODUCTION 
 

At the heart of our Advent 

preparation stands John 

the Baptist, who calls us 

to repent and make a new 

beginning. As the 

darkness increases we 

turn toward the light of 

Christ’s coming. For 

Christians, he is the root 

of Jesse, the righteous 

judge who welcomes all, 

especially the poor and 

meek of the earth. We 

wait with hope for that 

day when the wolf will 

dwell with the lamb, and 

there will be no more hurt 

or destruction. From the 

Lord’s table, we are sent 

in the spirit of John the 

Baptist to proclaim that in 

Christ the kingdom of God 

has come near. 

http://www.stmarksclaremont.org


ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 10:30 am  December 4, 2016 
 

*Please stand if able  Please turn off all electronic devices  (ELW—red book; WOV—blue book) 
 

GATHERING 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Gary Haddock 

*Lighting of Advent Candle  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verse 6) #257 

*Confession and Forgiveness   In the name of the Father... ELW p. 116-118 
*Sharing the Peace  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

*Gathering Hymn  “The King Shall Come” #260 

*Apostolic Greeting  ELW p. 120 

*Kyrie ELW p. 120-121 

*Prayer of the Day ELW p. 18 

Chancel Choir Anthem “Let the Christ Child In” Althouse /Albrecht 
 

WORD 
 

Children's Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 

Lessons Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13 Zach Gardner 

*The Holy Gospel Acclamation  "Alleluia, Alleluia, …”  ELW p. 124 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

*The Gospel Reading Matthew 3:1-12 

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
The Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 
*Hymn of the Day  “Prepare the Royal Highway” #264 
*Apostles Creed  ELW p.127 
*Intercessory  Prayer  A: Let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God. Zach Gardner 
 

MEAL 
 

The Offering  
*Offering Presentation / Response "Doxology" #884 
*Offertory Prayer A: Let us pray... Zach Gardner 
*The Eucharistic Prayer V  ELW p. 65-66 
*The Lord's Prayer Traditional ELW p. 134 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) ELW p. 135 
Distribution Hymn “In the Singing” #466 
*Post Communion Blessing  Rev. Gary Haddock 
*Post Communion Prayer   A: Let us pray... Zach Gardner 
 

SENDING 
 

*The Benediction P: The Lord bless... and give you peace.  C: Amen. ELW p. 136 
*Sending Hymn  “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” #545 
Dismissal    P: Go in peace.  Share the Good News.  C: Thanks be to God. ELW p. 137 

 
+ + + 

 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Shirley Fisher in memory of Clyde Fisher, David 
Carpenter, Cordie and Clarence Carpenter. 

 



ISAIAH 11:1-10 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod 
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a 
little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious. 

 
PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 

 

Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; that he may rule your people righteously and the 
poor with justice; that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. Let him defend the 
needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from 
one generation to another. Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth. In his time 
may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. Blessed are you, Lord 
God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds! And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be 
filled with your glory. 

 
ROMANS 15:4-13 

 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of 
the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become 
a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among 
the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the 
Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who 
rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
MATTHEW 3:1-12 

 

In those days John, the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all 
the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 



LITURGY - WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock 

Assisting Minister:  Zach Gardner  

Communion Assistants: Ginger Carpenter, Hal Sigmon 

Acolyte: Korbin Nash 

Chancel Choir Director / Organist / Handbell Choir Director:  Myra Long 

Tech Team: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner 

Sound Technicians: Randy Sherrill, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 

Deacons:  Teresa Rozzelle, Terry Hefner 

Altar Guild: Dotty and Ken Isenhour 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
 
 2016 2017  2018 

Aaron Carpenter Teresa Rozzelle Terry Hefner 
Bill Dotson Michael Korn Scott Ramsey 
Rocky Miller Cathy Sigmon Carol Schaefer 
Melanie Sigmon Kerri Nash Nicky Setzer 

RESERVE A SUNDAY FOR ALTAR FLOWERS 

 

A very special thank you 

to Maebelle Sigmon for 

being the Altar Flower 

coordinator for the last 

six years! 

 

Please contact the church office to reserve flowers and 

provide the dedication for the bulletin (828-459-2161 

or churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org). The cost of 

flowers is $54.  

PASTORAL AND STEPHEN MINISTER VISITATION 
 

If you know of someone in our congregation who 
needs a visit, please call the church office (828) 
459-2161. You may also contact Pastor Gary 
(828) 781-3060 or Pastor Paul (828) 409-4681.  
 
To speak with a  
Stephen Minister, 
contact Rocky Miller 
(828) 459-1219 or 
Chris Cloninger (828) 
464-1057. 


