
  

St. Mark’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 29, 2017 

On this day we 
celebrate the heart 
of our faith: the 
gospel of Christ—
the good news—
that makes us 
free! We pray that 
the Holy Spirit will 
continue to unite 
the church today 
in its proclamation 
and witness to the 
world. In the 
waters of baptism 
we are made one 
body; we pray for 
the day that all 
Christians will also 
be one at the 
Lord’s table.  

TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Reformation Sunday 10:00 a.m.  October 29, 2017 
 
*Please stand if able   P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation  (ELW—red book) 

 
GATHERING 

 
Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Gary Haddock 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again 

and again. C: Amen. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Source of all life, 
C:  We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We have failed to live, love, and serve in the 

manner to which you call and empower us. We order the church inwardly instead of towards our neighbors. 
Forgive us. Stir us. Transform us to be willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the 
healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

P: God hears your cry and sends the Spirit to change and to empower your lives in the world. Your sins are 
forgiven. You are raised up as God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ.   

C:  Amen. 

*Sharing the Peace  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

*Gathering Hymn  “The Church’s One Foundation”  ELW #654 

Verse 1  The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; she is his new creation  
 by water and the word. From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;   
 with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 

Verse 2 Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth,  her charter of salvation  
 one Lord, one faith, one birth: one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,  
 and to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued. 
 

Verse 3 Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, by schisms rent asunder,  
 by heresies distressed, yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: "How long?"  
 And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
 

Verse 4 Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, she waits the consummation of peace  
 forevermore; till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,  
 and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 

Verse 5  Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, and mystic sweet communion 
 with those whose rest is won. Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!  
 Lord, save us by your grace, that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 

*Apostolic Greeting  ELW p. 120 

*Hymn of Praise ELW p. 121-122 

*Prayer of the Day 

P: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

Anthem “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name" Handbell Choir 
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WORD 
Children's Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 

Lessons  Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28 Kermit Nash 

*The Gospel Processional “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word “ ELW #517 
Verse 1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; curb those who by deceit or sword 
 Would wrest the kingdom from your Son and bring to naught all he has done. 
 

Verse 2  Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, for you are Lord of lords alone; 
 Defend your holy church, that we may sing your praise eternally. 

*The Holy Gospel Acclamation  "Alleluia, Alleluia, …”   

*The Gospel Reading  P: The holy gospel according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord. John 8:31-36 

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
*The Gospel Recessional “Lord, Keep Us” ELW #517 

Verse 3  O Comforter of priceless worth, send peace and unity on earth; 
 Support us in our final strife and lead us out of death to life. 

The Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 

*Hymn of the Day  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ELW #504 

Verse 1  A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
and wins salvation glorious. The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe!  

 With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight. On earth he has no equal. 
 

Verse 2  No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected. But now a champion comes 
to fight, whom God himself elected. You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! Christ 
Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored. He holds the field victorious. 

 

Verse 3  Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us, we tremble not, unmoved we 
stand; they cannot overpow'r us. Let this world's tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage!  

 His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail! One little word subdues him. 
 

Verse 4  God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; for God himself fights by our side 
with weapons of the Spirit. Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse,  

 though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. The kingdom's ours forever! 

Affirmation of Baptism 

Rite of Confirmation: Lindsey Elrod, Korbin Nash, Kody Nash, Julia Sigmon 

*Intercessory Prayer  A:  Lord, in your mercy. C:  Hear our prayer. Kermit Nash 
 

MEAL 
 

The Offering / Offertory “Built on a Rock” Chancel Choir 
*Offering Presentation / Response "Doxology" ELW #884 

*Offertory Prayer A: Let us pray… C: Amen. Kermit Nash 

A:  God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor. Take them, 
offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Light.  C: Amen. 

 

Holy Communion Invitation: We welcome all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Communion is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine.  

If unable to come forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized  

are welcome to commune.  

The Great Thanksgiving  ELW p. 129 

P:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The Proper Preface  ELW p. 130 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, through the great shepherd of your flock, our Savior Jesus Christ; who after his 
resurrection sent forth the apostles to preach the gospel and teach all nations, and promised to be with them, 
even to the end of the age. And so, with Martin Luther and the glorious company of the apostles, with the choirs 
of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

*The Eucharistic Prayer XI  ELW p. 69-70 

*The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)  P:  Lord, teach us to pray... 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  

 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Distribution 

*Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) ELW p. 135 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin  
of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

*Distribution Hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  ELW #632 

Verse 1  O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  
 our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home:  
 

Verse 2 Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure;  
 sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 

Verse 3  Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame,  
 from everlasting you are God, to endless years the same.  
 

Verse 4 A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone,  
 short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
 

Verse 5  Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all our years away;  
 they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the op'ning day.  
 

Verse 6 O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  
 still be our guard while troubles last and our eternal home. 

*Post Communion Blessing 

*Post Communion Prayer   Kermit Nash 

A:  Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be humble and courageous. May 
your words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. C: Amen. 

 

SENDING 

*The Benediction P: Almighty God . . . C: Amen.  

*Sending Hymn “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” ELW #843 

Verse 1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light;  praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 
turning blindness into sight. Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing ev'ry dread disease,  

 calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace. 
 

Verse 2  Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word; praise the One who drove  
 out demons with a piercing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool water  
 to the desert's burning sand; from this well comes living water quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 
 

Verse 3  Praise the one true love incarnate: Christ, who suffered in our place; Jesus died and rose for many   
 that we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. 
 Praise the one redeeming glory;  praise the One who makes us one. 

Dismissal  P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.  
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JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 
each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

ROMANS 3:19-28 
 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by 
deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. But now, apart from law, the 
righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put 
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because 
in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he 
himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. 
By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law. 
 

JOHN 8:31-36 
 

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have 
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, 
I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the 
son has a place there forever. So, if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

LITURGY - WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock Assisting Minister: Kermit Nash 
Communion Assistants: Dale Sherrill, Linda Hewitt Acolyte: Ethan Campbell 
Chancel Choir Director/Organist/Handbell Choir Director: Myra Long Altar Guild: Tamarah Hefner, Marlene Epps 
Tabulators: Hilka Cox, Sue Karen Falls, Celia Hollar, Nicky Setzer Deacons: Michael Korn, Teresa Rozzelle  
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill,  
Terry Hefner, Colton Ignoffo, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
 

St. Mark’s  Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3216 W. Main St, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610 (828-459-2161) 
Office: Monday—Thursday, 8:30—4pm; Friday, 8:30—12:30pm (karen@smarklc.org or lisa@smarklc.org) 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…Claremont Stmarksclaremc www.smarklc.org 

+ + + 
 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR  
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in honor of our confirmands  
and in honor of their son, Bill II, on the occasion of his birthday on October 29 by Bill and Harriet Dotson. 

 

+ + + 
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Near midnight on November 10, 1483, a son was born 
by candlelight to Hans and Margareta Luther in 
Eisleben, Germany. In the morning, father Hans took 
his newborn son to be baptized in St. Petri Church, 
just a five-minute walk up a hill from their home. The 
baby was named, Martin, for it was St. Martin’s Day. 
His journey of grace had begun. 
 
Before he was one year old, they moved two miles 
west to Mansfield, where Hans continued to work in 
the copper mines. He became a leader in the town 
council, a spokesman for the people in the church and 
a highly respected citizen. 
 
Martin was always proud to be a descendant of a 
hard-working family, and often spoke of his peasant 
roots. His heritage was with the common people. 
 
When seven years old, Martin entered Latin school. 
The rules were strict, and the children memorized in 
Latin. They studied and played in Latin, the language 
used by lawyers, diplomats, teachers, doctors, and the 
church. In later years, Martin recalled being punished 
with 15 cane strokes in a single morning. Perhaps he 
forgot to speak in Latin on the playground, but it 
became his strongest language throughout his life. 
Martin’s parents had high expectations for him. They 
hoped he might become a lawyer. Perhaps he’d marry 
well and take care of them in their old age—a worthy 
dream in their time.  
 
There was a larger and better school 80 miles distant 
at Magdeburg. He walked there and lived in the house 
of the Brothers of the Common Life. Their faith in God 
was warm, and they spent much time in prayer. They 
were Martin’s extended family and helped him learn 
the spirit of piety. 
 
While in Magdeburg, Martin saw the Prince of Anhalt, 
a wealthy man who chose to become a professional 
beggar. The boy from Mansfield was deeply impressed 
to find someone so willing to depend on others for 
everything he needed. It prepared Luther to cherish 
life from God as a daily gift. 
 
Martin preferred to continue his education in 
Eisenach, where some say his mother had relatives. 

That was another long walk—85 miles to the small town 
he came to love.  
 
Martin joined a small boys’ choir that sang in the Eisenach 
streets for food, according to some writers. He lived for 
two years in the household of Frau Cotta and ate meals in 
her brother’s house in exchange for helping their son with 
homework. In this household, Marin enjoyed daily 
affirmation and affection. 
 
Martin sang in the choir at St. George Church in Eisenach. 
Prayers and readings were in Latin, and he understood 
everything. The glorious windows, statues, saints and 
masses impressed him. No hymns were sung by the 
congregation; the choir did the singing. Now Martin was 
close to priests at high altars, in processions, fasts and 
feasts. The studious adolescent was grateful to live in the 
gracious, cultured and loving home of the Cottas, which 
became a model for him. 
 
In 1501, when he was 17, Martin moved to Erfurt. He 
found a city of many spires, a cathedral and monks from 
several monasteries. Aiming at becoming a lawyer, he 
studied Latin, logic and philosophy for four years at the 
university. The Black Plague was ravaging Europe; it often 
cast a pall on events of that day. Luther’s best friend was 
its victim. 
 
At times, uncertainty bothered young Luther. Should he 
quit law study and become a priest? Could he not better 
serve God in these times as a devoted monk? He could 
not rid his pious, fearsome mind of the question. 
 
In his last months of study, the question was settled one 
day when he was returning to the university from a 
vacation. Caught in the midst of a fierce storm in 
Stotternheim, not far from Erfurt, he called in fear to St. 
Anne, the miners’ saint: “Help me, and I will become a 
monk.” Martin was held to the promise. 
 
It was to the surprise of friends that Luther entered the 
reformed Augustinian Monastery House. It was a strict 
community for studying theology, working hard and 
begging for food and money. Poverty and scholarship 
became his way of life. He lived by prayer and sacrifice. At 
24, he was ordained a priest in 1507 in the Erfurt 
Cathedral, St. Mary’s Church. 

Celebrating a 500th Anniversary 
A Retelling of events in Martin Luther’s Life 

By Herbert F. Brokering 
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Luther, still living in torment, was gripped with fear 
during his first mass. He was caught up in the 
struggle between God’s punishment and grace, the 
struggle between guilt and hope. 
 
After ordination, Luther was called by his vicar, 
General Staupitz, to a new university at Wittenberg 
to teach Bible and philosophy. 
 
After the pleasant Erfurt gardens, Luther found 
Wittenberg depressing. Though he was a priest, he 
was uncertain of God’s grace. He was sent on a long 
journey to Rome to resolve a dispute in his own 
order. He was accompanied by an older priest and 
was full of hope. Perhaps in Rome, the center of 
Christendom, he could dispel his doubts in matters of 
faith. 
 
In spite of his hope, the pilgrimage did not reassure 
him or show him a clear picture of salvation. He 
returned to lecture at the university on the Psalms 
and St. Paul’s letters. 
 
Here he made a great discovery, which was the 
turning point in his spiritual life—that he who is 
righteous through faith shall live. God’s justice that 
had been so harsh and unforgiving was now seen as 
loving when he found this new vision of Christ. 
 
In Psalm 22 he realized that God’s own son had felt 
rejected, as Martin had felt. And he realized that 
Christ’s death and resurrection had provided him and 
all people with both forgiveness and life eternal. 
 
His lectures drew attention. Frederick the Wise, 
Prince of Saxony and one of seven electors of the 300 
German states, recognized that Luther was brining 
fame to the university. 
 
Lucas Cranach, Burgermeister of Wittenberg and a 
well-known artist, was also a special friend of Luther. 
This was a time when both Luther and artists made 
the gospel both verbal and visual. It was  also a time 
when he sought friends in all walks of life. 
 
The new truth he had discovered became the theme 
for 95 theses—which he nailed to the Wittenberg 
Castle Church door on October 31, 1517, for 
professors and students to read. The main point of 
the theses was that God’s forgiveness is given freely 
to all who are sorry for their sins. 
 

What Luther hoped would be a subject for debate in 
Latin on the campus was soon translated into German 
and spread throughout the Roman Empire. Now the 
gospel was like a new word in the air. 
 
Luther’s proclamation of freedom through Christ’s 
sacrifice influenced both church life and the daily lives 
of people. Students walked across nations to hear him 
lecture. Church councils planned strategies to quiet the 
monk. Cardinals planned festivals to upstage him. 
Students and colleagues skipped meals to write down 
what he said. Young priests rallied to support him. Old 
priests listened critically to his new interpretations.  
Luther’s name was a household word in all walks of life.  
 
The statements that hung on the church door also 
resulted in a series of spirited debates. Luther was 
summoned to defend himself in Heidelberg, Augsburg, 
Leipzig and Worms. As tensions grew, Prince Frederick 
saw the need to rescue Luther. After the fateful Diet of 
Worms, where Luther appeared before the highest 
officers of the church and state to be interrogated, the 
prince arranged to have Luther kidnapped. Just outside 
of Eisenach, friends hurried him up the hill to Warburg 
Castle where he lived 10 months in disguise as “Junker 
George.” Though it was not his wish to be so shut off 
from his friends, it did become the birthplace of his 
prolific writing. 
 
Luther spent this time translating the New Testament 
into beautiful High German, writing letters to friends 
and authoring pamphlets that were soon being read 
throughout Germany and the whole Roman Empire. 
 

Wittenberg Castle Church door 
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The new Luther Bible, written in the language of the 
people, became a uniting force for the many dialects in 
Germany. It provided all classes with one tongue, binding 
prince to peasant and queen to maid. Germany would need 
this common language to become a nation. 
 
Luther returned to Wittenberg to restore order in his 
troubled congregation, to create labor laws and to inspire 
reforms. He got caught up in a huge exchange of published 
writings that some called a pamphlet war. Many regarded 
him as a champion of the common people. 
 
There were also intemperate references to Martin Luther. 
Some said he was a wild boar, loose in God’s vineyard. But 
others said he was a second Apostle Paul. Some harassed 
him. Others credited him with finding the gospel that had 
been lost in the dark.  
 
For more than 30 years, he preached and worshipped 
weekly in Wittenberg, in both the City and Castle churches. 
Music was second only to theology in Luther’s life. He is 
credited with awakening congregational singing. He was a 
strong advocate for human need in common life—in the 
home, daily work, politics, education, morals and social 
relations. 
 
In 1525, Luther married Katherine von Bora, a nun who had 
earlier left her religious order. They lived in the Augustinian 
monastery which was given to them and became Luther 
House. There they raised their six children, adopted four, 
and boarded and fed many students. 
 
At mealtimes, Luther’s table talks were often recorded by 
devoted students. Katie supervised the household, a garden 
and farm. Martin taught, wrote letters, counseled, traveled 
and debated. 

Luther and his friend Philip Melanchthon spent 
hours talking in the garden. Though they had very 
different temperaments, their friendship was 
lifelong. 
 
When he was 62, Luther made a business trip to 
Eisleben, where he was born. Though he was not 
well, he went in the company of two of his sons 
to settle a dispute between two counts. He also 
had scheduled meetings to organize another 
school in the city. As monasteries became empty, 
Luther helped start schools in them. He was a 
respected supporter of education. 
 
Katie worried about her husband’s health, but 
Martin wrote her a cheerful letter about trusting 
God. “I have a better Protector than you and all 
the angels … therefore be at peace.” 
While in Eisleben, Luther died suddenly at 2am by 
candlelight, on the same street on which he was 
born. It was February 18, 1546. As was the 
custom, death masks were made of his face and 
hands—the hands that had served God so 
faithfully. 
 
A funeral procession took him, as in a parade, 
home to Wittenberg to be buried in the castle 
church. His grave is near the pulpit where he 
preached. 
 
The world was transfixed by this man who was 
busy and creative  to his end. In his few years, 
everything moved like a giant puzzle in motion. 
The Reformation broke like thawing ice and 
fractured, flowed and formed a new force that is 
still felt in the world—500 years later. 

(L) Portrait of Martin Luther and Katherine von Bora; (R) Augustinian monastery which became Luther House  


