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INTRODUCTION 
 

In 1960, America was 
introduced to the town of 
Mayberry. So what is it 
about Mayberry? Show 
writer Bill Idelson said, “It’s 
about man’s humanity to 
man. I think people hunger 
for that so much that it 
transcends all of culture." 
 
Jesus’ use of parables often 
included that of telling a 
short story. Not 
historical, the parables 
imaginatively captured in 
their narratives, events, 
and characters what was 
“true to life.”   Jesus' use of 
parables was effective 
in teaching a truth or in 
answering a question.   
 
We will do likewise. 
Grounded and in dialogue 
with Scripture, we will use 
portions of “The Andy 
Griffith Show” as parables 
to hear and receive God’s 
Word for us today.    TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

“The Parables of Mayberry” 



ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 10:30 a.m.  July 23, 2017 
 
*Please stand if able    (ELW—red book; WOV—blue book) 

 

P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation 

 
GATHERING 

 

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Gary Haddock 

*Confession and Forgiveness  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love.  

C:  Amen. 
P:  Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P:  Eternal God our creator, 

C: In you we live and move and have our being.  

 Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.  

 By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

P:  Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ 
died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. C: Amen 

*Sharing the Peace  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

*Gathering Hymn  “Gather Us In” ELW #532 

*Apostolic Greeting  WOV p. 28 

*Prayer of the Day 

P: Sovereign Father, you bless and bid us to be bearers of your love to all. Quicken our awareness and our 
conscience to treat others with honor and respect, especially in how we speak to them, and how we 
speak of them, through your Son Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

WORD 
Children's Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 

Lessons  James 3:3-18; Leviticus 19:1-4, 15-18 Kelly Nash 

*The Holy Gospel Acclamation  "Alleluia, Alleluia, …”  WOV p. 31 

*The Gospel Reading   P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.  Matthew 15:10-20 
P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

The Sermon “Feathers in the Wind” Rev. Gary Haddock 

*Hymn of the Day  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” ELW #631 

*Apostles’ Creed  WOV p. 33  

*Intercessory Prayer  A: Lord, in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer. Kelly Nash 

 



MEAL 
 

The Offering / Offertory  Myra Long 

*Offering Presentation / Response "Doxology" ELW #884 

*Offertory Prayer A: Let us pray… C: Amen. Kelly Nash 

*The Eucharistic Prayer V  ELW p. 65-66 

*The Lord's Prayer Traditional WOV p. 39 

Distribution 

*Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) WOV  p. 39  

*Distribution Hymn “Jesus, the Very Thought of You” ELW #754 

*Post Communion Blessing  Rev. Gary Haddock 

*Post Communion Prayer   A: Let us pray… C: Amen. Kelly Nash 

 
SENDING 

 

*The Benediction P: Almighty God . .. C: Amen. WOV p. 41 

*Sending Hymn “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” ELW #551 

Dismissal  P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. WOV p. 41 

 
+ + + 

 
THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in memory of Randy Moser, who would have 
celebrated his 79th birthday on July 15, by Sue Karen Falls. 

 

THE ROSE ON THE ALTAR is given to the glory of God and in honor of the birth of Caleb Andrew Abernathy, 
who was born on July 17, by grandparents, Randyl and Danny Abernathy. 
 

THE FLOWERS ON THE TABLE are given to the glory of God and in memory of J.B. Sherrill, who would have 
celebrated his 81st birthday on July 22, by Carolyn, Randy, Timothy, and Debra Sherrill. 

LITURGY - WORK OF THE PEOPLE 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock Assisting Minister:  Kelly Nash 
Communion Assistants: Zach Gardner, Kermit Nash Acolyte: Korbin Nash 
Chancel Choir Director/Organist/Handbell Choir Director: Myra Long 
Altar Guild:  Libby & Harley Brown 
Tabulators: Ginger Carpenter, Carolyn Pendergrass, Hilda Deal 
Deacons:  Scott Ramsey, Edie Connor 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill,  
Terry Hefner, Colton Ignoffo, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
 

St. Mark’s  Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3216 W. Main St, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610 (828-459-2161) 
Office: Monday—Thursday, 8:30—4pm; Friday, 8:30—12:30pm (karen@smarklc.org or lisa@smarklc.org) 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…Claremont Stmarksclaremc  www.smarklc.org 
 

Used by Permission: Scripture: NRSV Holy Bible.  Liturgy: Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2008 Augsburg Fortress.  
Lessons: Words for Worship 2010, ©2009 Augsburg Fortress.  Songs: CCLI License.  Bulletin Cover: Church Art Online. 



JAMES 3:3-18 
If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though 
they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will 
of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a 
world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every 
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no 
one can tame the tongue — a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we 
curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and 
sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a 
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of 
wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such 
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish 
ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest 
of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.  
 

LEVITICUS 19:1-4, 15-18 
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be 
holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. You shall each revere your mother and father, and you shall keep my sabbaths: I 
am the LORD your God. Do not turn to idols or make cast images for yourselves: I am the LORD your God.  
 
You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you 
shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the 
blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD. You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your 
neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but 
you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.  
 

MATTHEW 15:10-20 
Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, "Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that 
defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles." Then the disciples approached and said to him, 
"Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?" He answered, "Every plant that my 
heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 
person guides another, both will fall into a pit." But Peter said to him, "Explain this parable to us." Then he said, "Are 
you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes 
out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the 
heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, 
but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile."  


