
 

 

St. Mark’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

JULY 16, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1960, America was 
introduced to the town of 
Mayberry. So what is it 
about Mayberry? Show 
writer Bill Idelson said, “It’s 
about man’s humanity to 
man. I think people hunger 
for that so much that it 
transcends all of culture." 
 
Jesus’ use of parables often 
included that of telling a 
short story. Not 
historical, the parables 
imaginatively captured in 
their narratives, events, and 
characters what was “true 
to life.”   Jesus' use of 
parables was effective 
in teaching a truth or in 
answering a question.   
 
We will do likewise. 
 Grounded and in dialogue 
with Scripture, we will use 
portions of “The Andy 
Griffith Show” as parables 
to hear and receive God’s 
Word for us today.    CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

“The Parables of Mayberry” 



 

 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 8:15 a.m. July 16, 2017 
 

*Please stand if able   P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation  
 

GATHERING 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “King of Heaven” Insert 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Gary Haddock 
 

*GATHERING SONG  “Open the Eyes of My Heart” Insert 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ᵸ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. C: Amen. 
P: Trusting GodΩs promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P:  Eternal God our creator, 
C: In you we live and move and have our being.  
 Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.  
 By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 GodΩs love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us.  
 In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake,  
 God ᵸ forgives you all your sins. C: Amen. 

 

*THE PEACE  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Gracious Father, through your Son you remove the consequences of the ancient sin that separated us from 
you.  By your Spirit, give us the strength and courage to recognize, confess, and to do battle with the temptation 
and sin that plagues our lives, that we might live and grow as faithful disciples through your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Rev. Gary Haddock 
LESSONS Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-19; Romans 7:14-25 Edie Connor 

*THE GOSPEL READING  P: The Holy Gospel, according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord John 8:31-36 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

THE SERMON άThe Chickens Come Home to Roostέ Rev. Gary Haddock 
 

*SONG OF THE DAY  “Spirit Song” Insert 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

*INTERCESSORY PRAYER   A:  Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. Edie Connor 



 

 

MEAL 
 

THE OFFERING/OFFERTORY SONG “Softly and Tenderly” Insert  
 

*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY  “Communion” 

This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us.  
And in this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood. 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER Edie Connor 

A: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before 
us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through 
Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

 

Holy Communion Invitation: Christ invites all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Communion is served 
by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come forward, stand where  
you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are welcome to commune.  

 

*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, Χ   C:  Amen. 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .  

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 

The congregation sits. The following is sung:   “Worthy Is the Lamb” 

 Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious. 

 High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3X) 
 

DISTRIBUTION  The congregation communes. 

*COMMUNION SONG  “10,000 Reasons” Insert 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words: 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER Edie Connor 

A:  Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, but your very self, that we may 
feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may 
we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. C: Amen. 

*BLESSING  

P:  May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of 
faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ᵸ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. C: Amen. 

*SENDING SONG  “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” Insert 

*DISMISSAL  P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

+ + + 
 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in memory of Alec Calvin Sigmon, who would have 
been 18 years old on July 19, and in honor of his family and friends who loved him and miss him by Carolyn Sigmon. 

LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock  Assisting Minister: Edie Connor 
Acolyte: Joseph Carpenter  Communion Assistants: Jim Carpenter, Linda Hewitt 
Praise Team Leader & Keyboard: Myra Long   Altar Guild: Libby & Harley Brown 
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Carol Schaefer, Ethan Campbell, Joseph Carpenter 
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn: Bass Guitar; Gary Stilner: Guitar; Aaron Carpenter: Drums 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Colton Ignoffo, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
Tabulators: Ginger Carpenter, Carolyn Pendergrass, Hilda Deal Deacons: Scott Ramsey, Edie Connor 



 

 

GENESIS 2:15-17; 3:1-19 
The Lord GOD took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord GOD commanded the 
man, "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die."  
 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did 
God say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees in the garden; but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor 
shall you touch it, or you shall die.'" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." So when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves. 
 
They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord GOD among the trees of the garden. But the Lord GOD called to the 
man, and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I 
was naked; and I hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the 
tree, and I ate." Then the Lord GOD said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The 
serpent tricked me, and I ate." The Lord GOD said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you among 
all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I 
will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you 
will strike his heel." To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall bring 
forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you." And to the man he said, "Because 
you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, 'You shall not 
eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it 
shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you 
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return."  
 

 
ROMANS 7:14-25 

For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am of the flesh, sold into slavery under sin. I do not understand my own 
actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is 
good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within 
me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. So I find it to 
be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost 
self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am a slave to 
the law of sin.  
 

JOHN 8:31-36 
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have 
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?" Jesus answered them, "Very truly, 
I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the 
son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.  


