St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OCTOBER 22, 2017
In today’s first reading
God uses the Gentile
ruler Cyrus to
accomplish divine
purposes. When the
Pharisees try to trap
Jesus, he tells them to
give the emperor what
belongs to him and to
God what belongs to
God. To gather for
worship reminds us
that our ultimate
allegiance is to God
rather than to any
earthly authority.
Created in the image of
God, we offer our entire
selves in the service of
God and for the sake of
the world.

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

8:15 a.m.

*Please stand if able

October 22, 2017
P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation

GATHERING
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

“Here I Am To Worship”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*GATHERING SONG

Insert
Rev. Gary Haddock

“My Life Is In You”

Insert

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and
again. C: Amen.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Source of all life,
C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We have failed to live, love, and serve in the
manner to which you call and empower us. We order the church inwardly instead of towards our neighbors.
Forgive us. Stir us. Transform us to be willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the
healing of your whole creation. Amen.
P: God hears your cry and sends the Spirit to change and to empower your lives in the world. Your sins are forgiven.
You are raised up as God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
*THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us
act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON
*THE GOSPEL READING

Rev. Paul Christ
P: The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON
*SONG OF THE DAY

Matthew 22:15-22

Rev. Paul Christ
“Keep My Heart”

Insert

*APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*INTERCESSORY PRAYER

A: Lord, in your mercy C: Hear our prayer.

Edie Connor

MEAL
THE OFFERING / OFFERTORY
“Beautiful One”
Insert
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY
“Communion”
This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us.
And in this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Edie Connor
A: God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor. Take them, offered in
great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Light. C: Amen.
Holy Communion Invitation: We welcome all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Communion is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If
unable to come forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are
welcome to commune.
*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, … C: Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation sits. The following is sung: “Worthy Is the Lamb”
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious.
High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3X)
DISTRIBUTION The congregation communes.
COMMUNION SONG
“Sanctuary”
Insert
*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen.
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Edie Connor
A: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be humble and courageous.
May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and
justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. C: Amen.
SENDING
*BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.
*SENDING SONG
“My Redeemer Lives”
*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Sound the good news. C: Thanks be to God.

Insert

+++
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in honor of Kermit, David, and Chris Cloninger, who are
celebrating birthdays in October.
FLOWERS ON THE STAND are given to the glory of God and in memory of J.B. Sherrill on the first year anniversary of
his entering the Church Triumphant (October 18), by Carolyn, Randy, Timothy and Deborah Sherrill.
+++

ISAIAH 45:1-7
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him and strip kings
of their robes, to open doors before him—and the gates shall not be closed: I will go before you and level the mountains, I
will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the treasures of darkness and
riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. For
the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. I
am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, so that they may
know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. I
form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these things.
PSALM 96:1-9
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; proclaim God’s
salvation from day to day. Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples. For great is the
Lord and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods. As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but
you, O Lord, have made the heavens. Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in your
sanctuary. Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord honor and power. Ascribe to the Lord the
honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord. Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the Lord, all the earth.
1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you
and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before
our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know,
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word
only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to
be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the
word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in
God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what
kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.
MATTHEW 22:15-22
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with the
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to
the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show
me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose
title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the
emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went
away.
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