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And God is able to
provide you with
every blessing in
abundance, so
that by always
having enough of
everything, you
may share
bountifully in
every good work.
2 Corinthians 9:8

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

8:15 a.m.

*Please stand if able

October 1, 2017
P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation

GATHERING
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

“Come, Now is the Time to Worship”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*GATHERING SONG

Insert
Rev. Gary Haddock

“Cornerstone”

Insert

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and
again. C: Amen.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Source of all life,
C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We have failed to live, love, and serve in the
manner to which you call and empower us. We order the church inwardly instead of towards our neighbors.
Forgive us. Stir us. Transform us to be willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the
healing of your whole creation. Amen.
P: God hears your cry and sends the Spirit to change and to empower your lives in the world. Your sins are forgiven.
You are raised up as God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
*THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: God - Father - Creator; God - Son - Redeemer; God - Holy Spirit - Breath of New Life; you have blessed us with all
good things. You call and entrust us to manage them as stewards according to your purposes. Move our hearts
and minds in gratitude to acknowledge the abundance of your blessings to us; and empower us to bountifully
share all that you have given to us for the good of the earth, the good of our neighbor, the good of society, the
good of life and family, and for the good of your kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. C: Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON
LESSONS
*THE GOSPEL READING

Romans 12:3-8; 2 Corinthians 9:6-11a
P: The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON
*SONG OF THE DAY

Rev. Gary Haddock
Linda Hewitt
Matthew 25:1; 14-30
Rev. Gary Haddock

“Open the Eyes of My Heart”

Insert

*APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*INTERCESSORY PRAYER

A: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

Linda Hewitt

MEAL
THE OFFERING / OFFERTORY MUSIC
“My Shepherd, You Supply My Need”
Piano Solo, Carol Schaefer
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY
“Communion”
This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us.
And in this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Linda Hewitt
A: God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor. Take them, offered in
great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Light. C: Amen.
Holy Communion Invitation: We welcome all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Communion is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If
unable to come forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are
welcome to commune.
*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, … C: Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation sits. The following is sung: “Worthy Is the Lamb”
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious.
High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3X)
DISTRIBUTION The congregation communes.
*COMMUNION SONG
“Keep My Heart”
Insert
*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen.
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Linda Hewitt
A: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be humble and courageous.
May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and
justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. C: Amen.
SENDING
*BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.
*SENDING SONG
“I’ve Got Peace Like A River”
Insert
*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Sound the good news. C: Thanks be to God.
+++
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in memory of Alec Calvin Sigmon by Charles & Connie Pope.
LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock
Assisting Minister: Linda Hewitt
Communion Assistants: Shawn & Angela Brown
Praise Team Leader & Keyboard: Myra Long
Acolyte: Lindsey Elrod
Deacons: Michael Korn, Teresa Rozzelle
Tabulators: Hilka Cox, Sue Karen Falls, Celia Hollar, Nicky Setzer
Altar Guild: Tamarah Hefner, Marlene Epps
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Carol Schaefer, Ethan Campbell, Joseph Carpenter
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn: Bass Guitar; Aaron Carpenter: Drums
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner,
Colton Ignoffo, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 3216 W. Main St, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610 (828-459-2161)

ROMANS 12:3-8

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the
teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.
2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-11A
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share bountifully in every good work.
As it is written, "He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." He who
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase
the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity.
MATTHEW 25:1; 14-30
Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom.
For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one
he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more
talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me
five talents; see, I have made five more talents.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy
of your master.'
And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents;
see, I have made two more talents.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.'
Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid,
and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.'
But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and
gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my
return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to
the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

