St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 17, 2017
INTRODUCTION
In today’s second
reading Paul
questions why we
judge one another,
since we all stand
before the judgment
of God. Yet we do sin
against one another,
and Jesus’ challenge
that we forgive
seventy-seven times
reveals God’s
boundless mercy.
When we hear the
words of forgiveness
in worship and sign
ourselves with the
cross, we are
renewed in baptism
to be signs of
reconciliation in the
world.

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

8:15 a.m.

*Please stand if able

September 17, 2017
P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation

GATHERING
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

“All the People Said Amen”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*GATHERING SONG

Insert
Rev. Gary Haddock

“Bringing in the Sheaves”

Insert

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and
again.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Source of all life,
C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We have failed to live, love, and serve in the
manner to which you call and empower us. We order the church inwardly instead of towards our neighbors.
Forgive us. Stir us. Transform us to be willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the
healing of your whole creation. Amen.
P: God hears your cry and sends the Spirit to change and to empower your lives in the world. Your sins are
forgiven. You are raised up as God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
*THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with
hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON
*THE GOSPEL READING

P: The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON
*SONG OF THE DAY

Rev. Paul Christ
Matthew 18:21-35
Rev. Paul Christ

“Jesus What A Beautiful Name”

Insert

*APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*INTERCESSORY PRAYER

A: Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

Edie Connor

MEAL

THE OFFERING / OFFERTORY SONG “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”
Insert
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY
“Communion”
This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us.
And in this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Edie Connor
A: God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor. Take them, offered in
great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Light. C: Amen.
Holy Communion Invitation: Christ invites all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Communion is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If
unable to come forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are
welcome to commune.
*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, … C: Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation sits. The following is sung: “Worthy Is the Lamb”
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious.
High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3X)
DISTRIBUTION The congregation communes.
*COMMUNION MUSIC
“Nearer My God to Thee”
Piano Solo, Ethan Campbell
*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen.
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Edie Connor
A: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be humble and courageous.
May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and
justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. C: Amen.
*BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.
*SENDING SONG
“How Great Is Our God”
Insert
*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Sound the good news. C: Thanks be to God.
+++
THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD and in honor of my loving husband for our
anniversary, by Gigi Sigmon. (So blessed to call you mine. Prayers for many more years to come!)
LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock
Preacher: Rev. Paul Christ
Assisting Minister: Edie Connor
Communion Assistants: Tanya & Greg Stephenson
Praise Team Leader & Keyboard: Myra Long
Acolyte: Joseph Carpenter
Deacons: Nicky Setzer, Cathy Sigmon
Tabulators: Mike & Donna Evans, Cathy Sigmon, Nicky Setzer
Altar Guild: Jo Marilyn Hewitt, Linda Hewitt, Maria Wright, Vanessa Arndt
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Carol Schaefer, Ethan Campbell, Joseph Carpenter
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn: Bass Guitar;
Gary Stilner: Guitar; Aaron Carpenter: Drums
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner,
Colton Ignoffo, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner

GENESIS 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us
back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to
him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to
them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and
your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
PSALM 103: 8-13
Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; you will not always accuse
us, nor will you keep your anger forever. You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to
our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. As far
as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion for his
children, so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.
ROMANS 14:1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating
anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on
servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in
honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks
to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die
to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again,
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you,
why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I
live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be
accountable to God.
MATTHEW 18:21-35
Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. “For this reason the
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him
to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and
threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to
him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”

