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Introduction 
The mustard seed 
becomes a great 
shrub that shelters 
the birds, recalling 
ancient images of the 
tree of life. We’d 
expect a cedar or a 
sequoia, but Jesus 
finds the power of 
God better imaged in 
a tiny, no-account 
seed. It’s not the way 
we expect divine 
activity to look. Yet 
the tree of life is here, 
in the cross around 
which we gather, the 
tree into which we are 
grafted through 
baptism, the true vine 
that nourishes us with 
its fruit in the cup we 
share. It may not 
appear all that 
impressive, but while 
nobody’s looking it 
grows with a power 
beyond our 
understanding. 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

JUNE 17, 2018 AT 10:00 A.M. 

WORSHIP SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

“With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 
what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard 
seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the 
smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is 
sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”  

                  Mark 4:30-33 



 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 10:00  a.m.  June 17, 2018 
 

*Please stand if able  P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation 
GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE Themes & Variations on “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” arr. Goff  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   Rev. Gary Haddock 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  ELW p. 116-118 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 

alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess  our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our  Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a 
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I, therefore, declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,  and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

*THE PEACE   P: The peace of the Lord be with you, C: And also with you. 

*GATHERING HYMN  “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”  ELW #413 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING  ELW p. 120 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

*HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the feast of victory for our God…” ELW p. 122-123 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that 

we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 
 

WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Bishop Tim Smith 

LESSONS Ezekiel 17:22-24; Psalm 92:1-4, 12-1; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 Kelly Nash 

*THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Alleluia, Alleluia…” ELW p. 124  

*THE GOSPEL READING  P: The holy gospel according to St. Mark. C: Glory to you, O Lord. Mark 4:26-34 

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
THE SERMON  Bishop Tim Smith 

*HYMN OF THE DAY  “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” ELW #516 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

*INTERCESSORY PRAYER  P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. Kelly Nash 



  

MEAL 
 

THE OFFERING/OFFERTORY “Soul Adorn Thyself With Gladness” arr. Walter 

*OFFERING PRESENTATION / RESPONSE “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW #182 

C:  Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that 
were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with 
the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER Kelly Nash 
A:  Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before 

us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through 
Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V  ELW p. 65-66 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER   ELW p. 134 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION 
Holy Communion Invitation: Christ invites all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Communion 
is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come 
forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are welcome to commune.  

AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) ELW p. 135 

C:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “This Is My Father’s World” ELW #824 
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  Kelly Nash 
A:  Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, but your very self, that we may 

feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may 
we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. C:  Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

*THE BENEDICTION  
*SENDING HYMN “Faith of Our Fathers” ELW #812 

*DISMISSAL  P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE “Prelude in Fugue in C Major”  Bach 
 

+ + + 
 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in memory of Carroll Glenn Sigmon, Jr., by Maebelle 
Sigmon and Leigh Sigmon. 

 

LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock Preacher: Bishop Tim Smith 
Assisting Minister: Kelly Nash  Acolyte: Ethan Campbell 
Communion Assistants:  Greg & Tanya Stephenson Organist: Emily Wallace 
Deacons:  Nick Setzer, Angela Brown Tabulators: Cathy Sigmon, Nick Setzer 
Altar Guild: Carol Schaefer, Cathy Sigmon, Dale & Sandy Sherrill 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 550, 3216 W. Main Street, Claremont, NC 28610  
lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161)  www.smarklc.org 
Church office hours: Monday—Thursday, 8:30-4pm & Friday, 9-noon 



 

EZEKIEL 17:22-24 
 

Thus, says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender 
one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the mountain height of 
Israel, I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind 
of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. All the trees of the field shall know 
that I am the Lord. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree 
flourish. I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15 
 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; to declare your steadfast love in the 
morning, and your faithfulness by night, to the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre. For you, O 
LORD, have made me glad by your work; at the works of your hands I sing for joy. The righteous flourish like the palm 
tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. They are planted in the house of the LORD; they flourish in the courts of our 
God. In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap, showing that the LORD is upright; he is my 
rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 
 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-10, 14-17 
 

So, we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the 
Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and 
at home with the Lord. So, whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, 
whether good or evil. For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore, 
all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and 
was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
 

MARK 4:26-34 
 

[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night 
and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then 
the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the 
harvest has come.” He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It 
is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown 
it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make 
nests in its shade.” With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak 
to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

BISHOP TIM SMITH, NC SYNOD ELCA, IS PREACHING TODAY 
 

Bishop Tim Smith began his ministry with the NC Synod-ELCA on August 1, 2015. He is a 
native of Salisbury and previously served as pastor of St Paul’s, Startown (1986-93), and 
Grace, Boone (1993-2010). Just prior to his election he served as senior pastor of Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer, Atlanta.  
 

He is a graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill (M.A.), Gettysburg Seminary (M.Div.), and Drew 
University (DMin.). His ministry experiences include supervising 22 full-year interns, serving 
as Appalachian State University campus pastor, and being a featured preacher for Day 1 
radio broadcast (formerly “The Protestant Hour”).  
 

Bishop Smith and his wife, Wendy, have three grown children and three grandsons. Bishop 
Smith is the brother of Melanie (Kyle) Sigmon and uncle of JoAnna and Mary Catherine 
Sigmon, and Emma (Nick) Blossom. 


