
  

 

Our Mission 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

  To Make Disciples  

    To Embody Christ’s Love 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
June 24th, 2020 

OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER  AT 
ST. MARK’S 

Sundays 

9:00am - Drive-Up Church  

ZOOM 

11:00am -  Worship Services 

Wednesdays  ZOOM 

6:05pm - Fellowship time 

6:30pm - Bible Study 

Anytime 

www.smarklc.org 
YouTube.com 
Facebook.com - Links 

DVD’s of recorded services 

Christ in our Home devotional 
 

Call the Church Office 

Schedule a Pastoral Visitation  
(see article on page 3)   

IN PERSON GATHERINGS  
IN THIS TIME 

 
Physical gatherings are cancelled 
due to the Stay at Home orders 
of Governor Roy Cooper related 
to the Covid-19 virus.  The 
Council will continue to assess 
when and how we can and will 
be able to gather when it is safe 
and clear to do so.  At this time, 
St. Mark’s will do only graveside 
services with memorial services 
to follow at a later time.  

Announcing Drive Up Church This Sunday  
June 28 @ 9:00am, The Family Life Center Parking Lot 

The Regathering Task Group is pleased to announce that with the transmitter 
in hand we will begin Drive-Up Church at the date and time listed above.  We 
are so pleased that we will be able to gather on the premises of the church to 
worship even though we will remain in our cars. Please note the Team’s guide-
lines and directions below.  

Given the potential for the spread of Covid-19 we ask that everyone remain in 
their own vehicles during our worship time.  Safety and protection are of up-
most importance.  We know how anxious everyone is to come together in close 
proximity (just as we are).  However, given the threat of CoVid 19 we believe 
that we just cannot do that yet.  To observe this guideline of remaining in our 
vehicles will be to practice the love of Christ in looking after the best interests 
of our neighbor, and also of ourselves as the body of Christ.  Please note that 
the Task Group made the decision that if we do not observe this guideline 
which will protect everyone, we will not continue to do Drive Up Church.  

Other Guidelines and Directions for the event:  

1. Entry into the St. Mark’s parking lot will be from Main Street.  You will then 
be given a bulletin for the service (crack your window) by a masked and 
gloved attendant, and then you will be directed to the Family Life Center 
parking lot.   

2. You will be directed as to where to park.  Parking will be by design to make 
it possible for all who gather to see and participate in worship. Please fol-
low the attendant’s directions.  

3. During the service we will celebrate communion. You are asked to bring 
one or both elements in your vehicle for communion that you will use to 
receive the sacrament just as we have practiced for Drive Up Communion.    

4. During the service an offering will be taken up.  During the offertory some-
one will come to your car with a basket/bucket to collect your offering.  
Please put your offering in your giving envelope, or in a plain envelope.  
Please open crack your window to place your offering in the container. 

5. You may choose to roll down your windows to listen to the service – live.  
We recommend that if you do so that you wear a mask.   

6. The building will be closed.  We ask that prior to coming that you use your 
bathroom facilities.  If necessary, however, you may use the facilities in the 
Family Life Center by entering the side entry door located between the 
back of the church and the Family Life Center to enter there near the re-
strooms.     

7. You will exit on Anderson Street, and will be directed as to when to leave in 
an orderly manner.  
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Opportunities for you at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Sundays 

Drive Up Church  (Family Life Center parking lot)             9:00am            
 

Sunday Morning Worship on ZOOM                                   11:00am   
                By phone 929-205-6099, when prompted enter. Meeting ID: 851 8160 4652   Password: 452012  
                OR Join Zoom meeting by  WEB Type zoom.us.join  
                Meeting ID: 851 8160 4652    Password: 452012  

 Wednesdays  

Everyone is invited to join in the fellowship time even if you don’t stay for bible study! 
Fellowship time                                                                          6:05pm  
                 By phone +1 929 205 6099, when prompted enter Meeting ID: 899 3944 6896  Password: 921924  
                 OR join Zoom meeting by WEB Type zoom.us.join 
                 Meeting ID: 899 3944 6896        Password: 921924  

Bible Study of Colossians and Philemon                               6:30pm 
                Same as fellowship, join or just continue on the same meeting. 

Anytime 

www.smarklc.org 
YouTube.com (search for St. Mark’s Evangelical Church, Claremont NC) 
Facebook - St. Mark’s Evangelical Church, Claremont NC 
We will mail you DVD copies of our recorded worship services. 
We will mail you a copy of “Christ in our Home” daily devotional. 
We mail bi-weekly Newsletters that include “Taking Faith Home” 

Pastoral Visitation 

Pastoral visitation in the Family Life Center, call the church office 828-459-2161   
Call to schedule a Pastoral Visit in the Family Life Center 

An OUTSIDE visit at home, call the Pastor’s directly. 

Pastor Gary                 828-781-3060  
Pastor Heather           704-724-5991 

Sundays - Setting Sail with the Spirit  
A Ten Week Sermon Series  

We were inspired by the book: “Sailboat Church: Helping Your Church Rethink Its Mission and Practice”  
by Joan S. Gray of the Presbyterian Church USA.  It is a great, straightforward read, and thoroughly biblical. 

We look forward to sharing this series with you.  
The Titles and Dates for the series are:  
6/28 Our Sailing Vessel  
7/5    Coordinates for Sailing 
7/12 Becoming a Sailor  
7/19 Hoisting the Sails     

7/26 Positioning the Sails   
8/2    Encountering Storms  
8/9    Leaving Port  
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Opportunities for Pastoral Visitation 
 

Pastor Heather and I are pleased to announce the means to make ourselves available to you for visitation.  
We have identified and thought through two ways that will allow you and us to visit with each other in  
protected, safe ways. For those of who desire to see one or both of us, we encourage you to take advantage 
of one or both the opportunities below.     
 

A. Visitation in the Family Life Center  

On Wednesdays and Thursdays beginning at 12:30pm, by appointment, you may come in to the Family Life 
Center to meet with one or both of your pastors.  One or more in the household may come in to visit.   
Appointments for both days may be made for these times: 12:30, 2:00, 3:30, and 5:00pm. The time between 
appointments will allow for sanitizing the space for the next appointment.  For visitation, this is what is  
required.  
1. Enter and exit only in the door off the parking lot at the Family Center. 
2. Wear a mask. If you do not have a mask one will be given to you to use.  
3. Stay at the table and chairs that are set up for visitation.  
4. If you are not feeling well, do not come. Please wait to make an appointment well after you have  
recovered.  
5. Observe social distancing with your pastors. 
 

B. Visitation at Home (not in home) Space and Weather Permitting 

Your pastors are available to visit with you outside at your home, by appointment.  We will not visit inside 
your home for your and our protection.  You will need to call the church office, or one of the pastors to set up 
a day and time that will work best for you and the pastor or both pastors. Your pastors will have a chair in 
their vehicle to use, if necessary.  They can meet with you on a front porch, back porch, in the yard, under a 
carport, in the shade of a large tree, etc. For visitation this is what is required:   
1. Space that will allow social distancing of at least 6 feet or more.  
2. Respect social distancing with your pastors – no greeting with handshakes, hugs, etc.  
 

Pastor Gary can be reached at 828-781-3060 and Pastor Heather can be reached at 704-724-5991 

Wednesdays - A Bible Study of Colossians and Philemon 

When: Began on Wednesday, June 3 @ 6:30 & then every Wednesday, same time until August 5.  

What: The text we will use is N.T. Wright’s book, Colossians & Philemon, 8 Studies for Individuals and Groups.   

Format:  Exploring Scripture, questions, sharing, and use of Study Guide to learn from each other. 

Bible Study @ 6:30; Pre-Study Fellowship at 6:05 

July 1: Colossians 2:8-3:4 Complete in Christ  
July 8: Colossians 3:5-17 Old Clothes, New Clothes  
July 15: Colossians 3:18-4:1 The Christian Household  
July 22: Colossians 4:2-18 Together in Prayer  
July 29: Philemon Gracious Persuasion  
August 5: Wrap-Up and Conclusion  
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Your support is needed!  

Our church facility  is representative of who we are, our witness, and our  
ministry in the world.  Your pastors and staff continue to serve faithfully, 
and there are expenses associated with using our facility, and in our min-
istries  together as a congregation.  I want to continue to encourage you 
to make contributions to the life and ministry of St. Mark’s. Thank you for 
your  faithfulness. Let’s keep it up! Please mail your contribution to the 
church, or make your contribution online at our website@smarklc.org by 
clicking on “online giving”, or through our church app that can be downloaded from our website. We also 
thank those who are using VANCO automatic giving arranged and set up through the church office. I invite 
your prayers Please pray for your church and thank you for your support. I look forward to gathering with 
you in-person in our facility as soon as we are able.    God’s Blessing,   David Tucker  

ST. MARK’S ELCA CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL  
Provisional Minutes from June 15, 2020 at 6 p.m. via ZOOM 

 

I. Call to Order 

II. Opening Prayer 

III. Roll Call – Present – Cathy Sigmon, David Tucker, Marcheta Campbell, Gigi Sigmon, Pastor Gary, Kerri 
Nash,  
Tim Carpenter, Gina Schaefer, Terry Hefner 

       Excused – Brad Moser, Denise Arndt 

IV.  Approval of Minutes from May Meeting 

V. Pastors’ Reports: The pastors led us in a time of reflection on chapter 1 of the “Sailboat Church”. 
                               Pastors’ reports received.  

W. VI.  Action Items – Council made a motion to approve the request for $200.00 each from the  
discretionary fund for NCSYNOD registration for Seminary candidacy for Gina Schaefer and Rachael 
Theisen. 

VII. Finance Report – Written report reviewed 

VIII. Executive Team  

IX.  Team Reports – Few teams are meeting during the Covid-19 pandemic.  
       Learning, Witness and Social, Support, Technology, Youth, Congregational Care, Property, Finance,  
       Worship & Music, Fellowship, Preschool, Memorial, Global Missions, Personnel, W-ELCA 

X.  Old Business  

XI. New Business –   

a. Mark Oakley will be on leave for the summer  
b. FM Transmitter on the way.  
c. One Call Congregation Special Meeting Vote on Hollar Property was successfully passed.  
d. Hollar property sale has been finalized.  

 

XII. Adjournment and Lord’s Prayer 
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St. Mark’s Re-Gathering Task Group Report 

June 23, 2020 Meeting 

 

The group met to review where we are given the threat of CoVid 19, and also to make plans for gathering for 
Drive Up Church to begin on June 28th.   The St. Mark’s Physical Re-Gathering Task Group is committed to 
bringing us physically back together as soon as possible. At the same time, it is committed to only making the 
recommendation to the Congregation Council to physically re-gather when it is determined that it is safe and 
wise to do so.  

 

The Task Group has met four times over the last 7 weeks to assess and review the current situation in our 
community and State of North Carolina with CoVid 19.  It also has spent considerable time in exploring and 
planning for safe practices, requirements, and procedures that will need be instituted and followed when we 
are able to physically re-gather.   

 

The group reaffirmed the three standards that were adopted on June 5th.  The three standards are an expres-
sion of Christian love and care to protect and keep those in the sheepfold of St. Mark’s, and those beyond it, 
safe.   

The first standard is that the number of infections/hospitalizations needs to level off or the curve of infection 
needs to flatten and declines.  The current rate in Catawba County and the State of North Carolina continues 
to climb and currently is still in the top 5 states with ongoing spikes and increases in infection/
hospitalizations.   

The second standard is that the State of North Carolina enters Phase 3, AND then once in Phase 3, thereafter, 
that over the course of 3-4 weeks the curve of infections and/or hospitalizations do not increase.   

The third standard is that when we do re-gather that the requirements and safe practices established for 
safely re-gathering be followed to the “letter of law”, and if not, physical re-gathering will be cancelled.  Ob-
serving safe practices is an expression of loving our neighbor to honor, protect, and promote our his/her 
health and well-being, as well as our life together in the body of Christ. The group’s consensus is that in 
meeting all three standards, that the risk of infection, the risk of severe illness, and potentially the risk of 
death among our most vulnerable, will be minimized.   

 

The group is pleased to announce that Drive Up Church is Coming!!!   We will begin Drive Up Church 
this Sunday June 28, 2020. See details on the front page of the newsletter.     

 

Task Group Members: David Tucker, Chair; members: Terry Hefner, Gigi Sigmon, Tim Carpenter, Pastor 
Heather Langan, and Pastor Gary Haddock  
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St. Mark’s Ministry to Children and Youth update from Pastor Heather  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VBS: HOME EDITION 
The next installment of VBS: HOME EDITION will be mailed at the beginning of next week.  The theme for this 
kit will be "Fruit of the Spirit" based on Galatians 5:22-23.  Videos will be available at http://www.smarklc.org 
under the VBS: HOME EDITION tab for viewing with each day's activity.  Don't forget to send in pictures of 
your family enjoying VBS. 
 

A Note from Pastor Heather: 

A few weeks ago, I received a phone call from a member of our congregation who said she had someone 
with her who wanted to talk to me.  I then heard a little voice say, "THANK YOU!"  The member told me that 
was her grandson who was so grateful for the VBS: HOME EDITION kit he had received.  When she had gone 
to pick him up that day for a visit, he had wanted to show her all the crafts he had been doing each night 
from his kit.  Then as they drove past the church on the way to her home, he pointed at the building and 
said, "That is the church that loves me."  He asked to call me so he could thank me for the kit.  This phone 
call and that little voice saying "thank you" are very much appreciated and will not be soon forgotten.  This is 
the church at work.  This is the Spirit moving.  This little boy knows he is loved by his family, his church, and 
by God because of the work we, as St. Mark's, are doing.  Thank you for your continued support in our 
shared mission. 
 

CONFIRMATION UPDATE 

Beginning on June 2, Pastor Gary and Pastor Heather began meeting weekly via Zoom with our Confirmation 

students.  Each session has been no longer than 45 minutes but it has been filled with conversation about 

the Small Catechism and also about what has been happening in each of our lives.  During the first week, we 

reviewed what the Small Catechism, why it was written, and by whom it was written.  We also reviewed the 

10 Commandments.  During weeks 2, 3, and 4, we learned about the three parts of the Apostle's Creed.  This 

including talking about what each part was and what each part means according to Luther.  We also talked 

about how it applies to our lives today.  We have two more weeks scheduled to meet together.  In those two 

weeks we will talk about prayer and also more specifically the Lord's Prayer including why we should pray 

and also what the Lord's Prayer means to us today.  The students are also continuing to worship via Zoom or 

other broadcast methods and completing their required worship reports.  Because Lutheridge is not having 

camp this year, we were not able to attend Campfirmation together.  But we do plan to attend next sum-

mer.  Everyone should be proud of our confirmation students for they are learning much and showing 

growth in their understanding and development of faith.  GREAT JOB!! 
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The Baptism of Alexander Matthew and Margaret Grace Putzer, Saturday June 20th 

St. Mark’s Preschool Graduation, Sunday June 14th 

Congratulations to all 
of our St. Mark’s  

Preschool Graduates! 

A big thank you to the Teachers, Administrators, Board Members, and Pas-
tors for making the children feel special! It is great to see that during these 
uncertain times, we can come together (6 feet apart) and create a very spe-

cial graduation event for the preschoolers! 



8 

  

 

The family of Mabel Medlin who died on 5/23/2020 

The family of Randall Widener who died 6/4/2020 

The family of Jerry Miller who died on 6/15/2020 

Finances 

Income April         $22,719.46                

Expenses March   $28,257.74   

Income YTD         $103,373.87  

Expenses YTD      $131,187.40  

                              All bills are paid. 

St. Mark’s Notices 

St. Mark’s Church Prayer Concerns 

 

 

MEALS ARE AVAILABLE FOR YOU! 

St. Mark’s has provided over 600 meals  in 
the past few months. The food ministry is  
cooking weekly and our Care Touch Team 
members are delivering safely to those in 
need.  Please contact the church office and 
let us know how many people are in your 
household if you would like meals delivered. 

ST. MARK’S BLOOD DRIVE  
HAS BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

Missed a phone call from our  
“OneCall” system? (Church phone number) 

Call 877-698-3261 and press 1 to listen to the  
latest message from St. Mark’s!  

CHRIST IN OUR HOME 

July, August, September  
Daily Devotionals have arrived. 

If you would like one mailed to you, please call 
the church office at 828-459-2161. 

Let us know if you want a large print copy. 

The Friends of the Library “Working Title” performance has been cancelled until further notice due to the 
Covid-19 Pandemic. IF you would like a refund please contact Glenn Morrison at 828-514-9081.  Or you can 
choose to count the cost of your ticket as a donation to the Claremont Public Library.   

Drive Up Communion images from June 21st  

Memorials and Honorariums 

In memory of Gib Bolick from Gary & Susan Carpenter 
In memory of Betty Campbell from Gary & Susan Carpenter 
In memory of Ron Cox from Gary & Susan Carpenter 
In memory of Harriet Dotson from Gary & Susan Carpenter 
In memory of Ellen Hunt from Gary & Susan Carpenter 
In memory of Ann Little from Gary & Susan Carpenter 
In memory of Charles E. Pope from Gary & Susan Carpenter 
In memory of Gary Sigmon from Gary & Susan Carpenter 
In memory of Joe Yount from Gary & Susan Carpenter 

Global Missions Donations DOUBLED! 

Thanks to the ELCA World Hunger, St. 
Mark’s  $3301.00 donation for Global  
Missions has been matched, so they will  
receive $6602.00. 



9 

 

Taking Faith Home 

June 28th, 2020 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – We are freed from sin to care for others. 
Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 10:40-42; Monday: Jeremiah 28:5-9; Tuesday: Romans 6:12-23; 
Wednesday: Genesis 22:1-14; Thursday: Psalm 13; Friday: Acts 6:5-15; Saturday: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18; Sunday: Matthew 
11:16-19, 25-30 
A Prayer for the Week: Gracious God, your love is so complete that we cannot fully grasp it. Help us to enjoy life in your pres-
ence and extend your love, grace, mercy, and peach, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Mealtime Prayer: Dear God, we thank you for this food, another example of your constant love and faithfulness, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. (Psalm 100:5)  
A Blessing to Give: May the Lord who has freed you from sin bless you with a holy life and life eternal. (Romans 6:22) 
Devotions Read: Romans 6:12-23. Since the time Paul conveyed the radical message “where sin increased, grace abounded 
all the more” (Romans 5:20b), Christians and non-Christians alike have wondered if the Christian faith was license to live im-
morally. If our sin leads to God’s grace, should we help God out by sinning all the more so that God’s grace will be extended 
all the more? Heavens, no, answers Paul (6:15). What then? Sin is not simply bad actions. For Paul, sin is a demonic power in 
the universe opposed to everything that is of God. Being baptized into Christ is to die to that life opposed to God (6:4). What 
do we do then? With everything in us, we live “to God as instruments of righteousness” (6:13). We gladly participate in God’s 
saving activity in the world with our words, actions, thoughts, and hopes. The life ruled by Christ is not easy to comprehend 
so Paul writes, “I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations,” so just go for it! Give it your all for the 
sake of all that is holy, just, and full of God’s presence (v. 19). How does God’s grace give you a desire to do all you can to love 
and serve in Christ’s name? Pray: Gracious God, give us the desire to serve in your kingdom as instruments of your good-
ness through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Service Leading a life as a follower of Jesus can seem to be a big task. In Matthew 10, Jesus reminds us that even the small 
things we do are acts of service, like giving a cup of water (v.42). Giving a drink of water, holding a door, and offering a kind 
word can make a difference in someone’s life. What acts of service can you do this week? 
Rituals and Traditions If we want Christian children and youth, we need Christian adults who practice the faith with them. 
Whether mealtime or bedtime prayers, reading the Bible, singing hymns, or blessing one another, the faith practices we mod-
el in our homes live on from generation to generation. Make a list of faith practices you do in your home. What ones have 
you passed on to others? 
July 5th, 2020 Independence Day – If the Son gives you freedom, you are free! 

Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Saturday – Galatians 5:1-15, 1 Peter 2:11-17, Romans 13:1-10, Psalm 20, John 8:31-32 

A Prayer for the Week: Lord, we thank you for all those who have sacrificed so much that we may have freedom of speech 

and religion in our land. Above all, we thank you for the freedom to love you and all people with faith in Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Mealtime Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for this meal, for abundant seas, for fruited plains, for amber waves of grain, and for 

all the ways you have blessed this country with ample food. Amen.  

A Blessing to Give: May God bless you, and give you a joyful heart to do what is right and good. 

Devotions Read: 1 Peter 2:11-17. In these passages we are asked to live as God’s servants should and not use our freedom as 

an excuse for doing wrong. Unfortunately, there are still many people in the world today whose freedom is limited because of 

personal or social circumstances. In your devotions please remember and pray for the following:    

     Those who live in places where personal freedoms are restricted  

     Those who have been wrongly imprisoned   

     Those who lack freedom due to poverty  

     Those who are unable to freely practice their faith  

     Those who serve communities and nations to keep others free  

Pray: Almighty Father, please grant all people the freedom you have given us. Amen. 

Service Galatians 5:14 tells us to use our freedom “as an opportunity to serve each other with love.” In response to these 

words and in honor of this special day, plan an Independence Day act of loving service that you can do safely. 

Rituals and Traditions From 1776, when on July 2nd the Continental Congress voted in favor of independence from Great 

Britain, and two days later its delegates adopted the Declaration of Independence which had been drafted by Thomas Jeffer-

son, until the present day, July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of American Independence. Obtain a copy of the Declara-

tion of Independence and read it aloud. Sing or recite a national hymn like O Beautiful for Spacious Skies. Take time to quietly 

reflect on the message of the hymn and the power and glory of God and what it has meant for our country. 
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Pastoral Call and Defined Responsibilities 

Senior Pastor Gary S. Haddock, and Associate Pastor Heather A. Langan 

The call and defined responsibilities of Senior Pastor Gary S. Haddock are:   

To be fully engaged in the privileges of and faithfully committed to fulfilling the responsibilities of the Office of 
Word and Sacrament Ministry entrusted to him by God; specifically in preaching, teaching, presiding over the 
Means of Grace, providing pastoral care, presiding/preaching at funerals, presiding/preaching at weddings, 
and presiding/preaching at Affirmation of Baptisms; and as a Servant Leader in supporting, encouraging, 
and equipping the ministry of laity in taking up and engaging in their call and responsibility to proclaim the 
gospel, to make disciples, and to embody Christ’s love in the local context and in the world. 

To serve with the Associate Pastor as the Lead Pastor of the pastoral team.   

To respect and to value the equal partnership as a Team in collaboration and in consultation with the Associate 
Pastor in serving as a resource and in providing leadership for the congregation.   

To serve in collaboration and in consultation with the Associate Pastor to fulfill the call and defined responsibil-
ities of the Office of Word and Sacrament to which each is called and charged to fulfill individually, and in 
tandem together as a Team. 

To provide leadership, guidance and consultation in the following areas and ministry teams:  Worship and Mu-
sic, Support, Property, Finance, Administration, Publications, Communications, Supervision of Personnel, 
Congregation Care, Visioning and Strategic Planning, and to work cooperatively with the Associate Pastor in 
their areas of ministry as requested and/or needed.   
 

The call and responsibilities of Associate Pastor, Heather A. Langan are:   

To be fully engaged in the privileges of and faithfully committed to fulfilling the responsibilities of the Office of 
Word and Sacrament Ministry entrusted to her by God; specifically in preaching, teaching, presiding over the 
Means of Grace, providing pastoral care, presiding/preaching at funerals, presiding/preaching at weddings, 
and presiding/preaching at Affirmation of Baptisms; and as a Servant Leader in supporting, encouraging, 
and equipping the ministry of laity in taking up and engaging in their call and responsibility to proclaim the 
gospel, to make disciples, and to embody Christ’s love in the local context and in the world. 

To serve with and in cooperation with Senior Pastor as the Lead pastor.  

To respect and to value the equal partnership as a Team in collaboration and in consultation with the Associate 
Pastor in serving as a resource and in providing leadership for the congregation.   

To serve in collaboration and consultation with the Senior Pastor to fulfill the call and responsibilities of the 
Office of Word and Sacrament to which each is called and charged to fulfill individually, and in tandem to-
gether as a Team.   

To provide leadership, guidance and consultation in the following areas and ministry teams:  Evangelism, Social 
Ministry; Global Missions; Learning; Youth, Children and Family Ministry, and to work with the Senior Pastor 
in other areas of ministry as requested or needed.  
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St. Mark Lutheran Church Pastoral Covenant 

 
Between Pastor Gary S. Haddock, Senior Pastor; and Pastor Heather A. Langan, Associate Pastor 

 

As pastors called by God and the congregation of St Mark’s to mutually share in the Office of Word and Sacrament 
as Christ’s under-shepherds, we make this covenant together. We do so in order to: honor, protect, and faithfully 
exercise the Office of Pastoral Ministry entrusted to us by God individually and as a Team; build and sustain a 
healthy, transparent relationship with each other for the sake of our service together bearing the marks of Chris-
tian love and respect; and, to healthily lead and serve together as a Team for the purpose of leading and assisting 
St. Mark’s to faithfully fulfill its’ call, ministry, and mission in the world. 

We promise and commit ourselves to:  

Honor, value, and appreciate each other’s unique personalities, histories, gifts, skills, strengths, and 
 weaknesses for life and ministry as mutual colleagues in ministry. 

Work together as a pastoral team to support and benefit from each other, to assist each other, while giving 
due regard to boundaries given each’s roles, responsibilities, and leadership, to which each are  
respectively called to fulfill. 

Communicate directly with honesty to and with each other, “speaking the truth in love”, regarding the  
personal joys and challenges of serving with each other as individuals. 

Communicate directly with honesty to and with each other, “speaking the truth in love”, regarding the joys 
and challenges of working together in discharging the tasks of ministry.  

Communicate to and with congregation members without criticism or negativity regarding each other in order 
to honor one another, to maintain the integrity of the Team, and to protect the Office of Ministry  
entrusted individually and to both of us.  

Challenge congregation members, when relational differences may arise to talk directly to each other rather 
than about each other, and to talk directly with their pastor(s) rather than about him/her. 

Proactively work to resolve differences and conflict between each other within the Team as they arise, and, if 
necessary to seek assistance for resolution beyond the Team and the congregation.      

Genuinely ask for and offer forgiveness to each other.  

Meet weekly with each other to build and sustain a collegial healthy relationship with each other relationally 
and functionally as a Team; to check in with each other regarding the status and evaluation of current 
ministry relationships, as well as past, current, and future ministry responsibilities and tasks; and to serve 
as a resource and support to and for each other in collaboration and consultation. 

To pray each other, and for the disciples of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church.  

To respect and honor the need for self-care. 

To respect and honor time-off for oneself and with family.    

                                        

Pastor Gary S. Haddock                                           Pastor Heather A. Langan 
Senior Pastor                                                            Associate Pastor 
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Congregation Council meets on July 20th at 6pm.  
 

Next newsletter mailing will be July 8th. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 
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Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 
                              St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Claremont, NC                                                    
                    

Congregation Council 
 

 2020   2021   2022  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist                                                            
(828-459-2161) 
Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist        
(828-459-2161)  
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net                      (828-459-2873) 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
 

Mary Willis: Administrative Assistant  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 

Mark Oakley: Church Custodian  (828-459-2161) 

Nikki Aiken: Church Custodian   (828-459-2161) 


