
  

 

Our Mission 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

  To Make Disciples  

    To Embody Christ’s Love 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
September 9, 2020 

OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER  AT  
ST. MARK’S 

Sundays 

9:00am - Drive-Up Church in the 
Family Life Center Parking Lot 

10:00am - Sunday School for Families 
1st and 3rd Sundays 

ZOOM 

11:00am -  Worship Services 
 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays 12:30 - 1pm 

Sheepfold Conversations  
 
Anytime 

www.smarklc.org 
YouTube.com 
Facebook.com - Links 

DVD’s of recorded services 

Christ in our Home devotional 
 

Call the Church Office 

Schedule a Pastoral Visitation  

CONGREGATION  
IN PERSON GATHERINGS  

IN THIS TIME 

Physical gatherings are cancelled 
due to the Stay at Home orders 
of Governor Roy Cooper related 

to the Covid-19 virus.  The 
Council will continue to assess 
when and how we can and will 

be able to gather when it is safe 
and clear to do so.  At this time, 
St. Mark’s will do only graveside 
services with memorial services 

to follow at a later time.  

The Apostle Paul and Co-Vid 19 

“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”                                                            
(I Corinthians 12:27) 

 

When the Apostle Paul penned the above words, he wrote them to highlight 
that the church is blessed and called to embrace and understand itself as a uni-
fied and clear expression of the presence of Christ in the world.  He also wrote 
them to encourage the church to take care and to give attention to the manner 
of how they might faithfully grow as the body of Christ in life and ministry.  
Paul understood that the body of Christ was simultaneously spiritual and phys-
ical, and for it to be healthy there needed to be a balance between them.       
 

In these CoVid-19 days, the spiritual and physical balance as the body of Christ 
is challenging.  The physical aspect of being together is diminished.  Recogniz-
ing this imbalance, Pastor Heather, the Congregation Council, many others, 
and I have worked to create and sustain meaningful avenues for you to con-
nect with each other and with your pastors.  They are listed for you in this 
newsletter.  Those avenues are lifelines – blood and oxygen for the body – for 
us - in Christ and the Spirit through worship, learning, fellowship and pastoral 
care.    
 

During this time in which we cannot physically come together, it is important 
that we stay connected as we are able.  Why? That is who we are as the body 
of Christ and is how we can remain faithful in such a time as this.  Our call is 
make use of the avenues that will best enable us to come out on the other side 
of this “mess” ready and stronger.  I want to encourage you to commit yourself 
to consistently participate in the lifelines available and suitable to you.                   
 

I have heard many of you speak of the yearning to physically regather.  This is a 
healthy expression of the physical and spiritual balance we need to re-
establish as a congregation.  We look to the day when this yearning will be 
quenched as we physically regather in celebration, singing, and tears of joy.  
Until then, let’s make the best of it to be faithful, to be and to become who we 
are as the body of Christ!   
 

Prayer:  O Lord, the Living Christ, we praise you for gifting and calling us to be 
the body of Christ.  In this time, help us to faithfully embody who we are, to do 
what will benefit our life together, and to grow your Kingdom in the world, in 
Jesus name we pray, Amen.    
 

Pastor Gary S. Haddock 
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Confirmation is starting on September 13th, 10:00 am. If you have not received 

your confirmation kit in the mail, Please call the church office and we will make 

sure you get it.   If you know of someone who is  not currently enrolled in  

confirmation classes and would like to join, please call the church office and we 

will get them in. 

Pastor Heather 

Sheepfold conversations are for everyone!  
Every Tuesday and Wednesday 12:30—1:00pm (except sept 22nd & 23rd) 

Catch up with other members, your pastors and council leadership 
To join, go to www.zoom.us/join 

Meeting ID 873 2963 4125 and password 014472  

A NEW PRAYER TEAM IS BEING FORMED 

In our series, "Setting Sail with the Spirit," the importance of individual and communal prayer 
was highlighted.  After reflection and discernment, the formulation of a St. Mark's Prayer 
Team has begun. The purpose of this team will be to offer support to the ministries and  
mission of St. Mark's through regular prayer times together. This team will meet at least 
monthly to pray for those on our prayer list and also for the mission and vision of the church 
inviting the Holy Spirit to dwell with, to move in, and through us, now and for our future. If 
you are interested in joining this exciting venture of prayer, please contact either Pastor Gary 
or Pastor Heather. Look for more in the future as we schedule our first meeting via ZOOM.   

Catawba County Council on Aging sponsoring Flu Shot Clinics 

16 appointments on Thursday, Sept 24 – 1-4 pm    , and  
16 appointments on Thursday, Oct 1 – 9 am-12 noon  

in the Family Life Center, 

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED THIS YEAR.  FACE COVERINGS REQUIRED. 
Call Catawba County Council on Aging for an appointment at 828-328-2269. Bring 

your Insurance and/or Medicare cards to your appointment.  

CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT ASAP, SPACE IS LIMITED, NO WALK IN’S 

Mid-Week Bible Study to Resume Beginning September 23rd - November 18.  
Book: Philippians 

Mark your calendars to be part of the mid-week Bible Study held on Wednesdays at 6:30 - 
7:30pm with an optional period of  fellowship for anyone prior to the study beginning at 6:05.   

CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE  BY SEPTEMBER 16TH IF YOU WOULD LIKE US TO ORDER YOU A 
BOOK, THE COST IS $9.00. 

This is by way of ZOOM and does not REQUIRE INTERNET ACCESS.  To join by phone,  
call 1 929 205 6099  Meeting ID: 837 8792 1363 Passcode: 912945  To join by Zoom, type 
www.zoom.us/join in your web browser and the Meeting ID: 837 8792 1363 Passcode: 912945 

St. Mark’s Opportunities For You 

http://www.zoom.us/join
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The family of Joyce Setzer who died August 16, 2020 
The family of Miriam Neumaier who died August 20, 2020 
The family of Terry Baker who died on August 28th, 2020  
(Mike Baker’s brother) 
The family of Katie Smyre who died on Sept. 5th, 2020 
(Larry Smyre’s mother) 

The family of Nettie Engram who died on Sept 5th, 2020 
(Sister in law to the late Betty Carpenter) 
The family of Richard Harris who died on Sept. 7th, 2020 
(Earlene Byrd’s brother) 

*Please note, prayer concerns will not be  
included in our on-line newsletter. 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME 

October, November, December  
Daily Devotionals have arrived. 

If you would like one mailed to you, please call the 
church office at 828-459-2161. 

Let us know if you want a large print copy. 

Thank You From Pastor Haddock 

I want to thank all those at Drive Up Church on  
August 23 who signed a birthday card and gave me 
a gift for my birthday on August 24.  You helped me 
reach my 67th year!  Really?  Where did the years 
go?  Wow!  

I am appreciative of who you all are, for what you 
do, for your life of faith, and for the love and care 
we share together as pastor and congregation.  I 
love you all!   

 

Thank you!      

 

Worship Attendance 

                             Drive Up                      On Zoom 

August 23                    87                                     11 
August 30                  80                                       9                                    
September 6             75                                       6 

St. Mark’s Notices 

St. Mark’s Memorials and Honorariums 

In memory of Janie Sigmon Leonard by Ginger Carpenter 
in memory of Miriam Neumeier by Bob & Camille Patrick 
In memory of Joyce Setzer by Bob & Camille Patrick 
In memory of Joyce Setzer by Talmadge & Karen Burnette 
In memory of Joyce Setzer by Lorri Stevenson 
In memory of Joyce Setzer by William & Lois Wease 
In memory of Harriett Dotson by Sue Karen Falls 
In memory of Harriett Dotson by Bob & Camille Patrick 

SOMETHING TO LAUGH ABOUT.   
These are from various church newsletters around the country. (typos of course) 

• Coming Up—Theological Open House. We discuss thought-provoking topics. Your opinions are hardly welcome. 
• All singles are invited to join us Friday at 7 p.m. for the annual Christmas Sing-alone." 
• Thursday night – potluck supper. Prayer and medication to follow. 
• Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and the community. 
• For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 
• The rosebud on the altar this morning is to announce the birth of David Alan Belzer, the sin of Rev. and Mrs.  
    Julius Belzer. 

St. Mark’s Church Prayer Concerns - Acute Needs 
Jim Aaron 
Gary Carpenter 
Jim Carpenter 
Susan Carpenter 
Ed Crowell 

Jackie Devlin 
Loretta Gilbert 
Carol Hollar 
Celia Hollar 
Kay Nash 

Joanne Parker 
Johnny Sigmon 
Dee Stewart 
Christopher Thomas 
Chuck Watson 
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FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES 
  

Sunday School for Children and Families the 1st and 3rd Sundays, 10:00am 
 

This Fall, until we are able to gather in person again, there will be two opportunities for the 
children and their families to participate in Sunday school and the development of the 
faith of our children.  The first will be a bi-weekly Zoom Sunday school class.  This will take 
place on the first and the third Sunday of each month. Join me on Sunday,  
September 20 at 10 am for a session that will last for 30 to 45 minutes. (Time might change 
as the weather gets colder if we need to change our outdoor worship time.) Each session 
will include a story or video, a discussion, and an activity for the children and their families 
to do together.  It will be wonderful to see the faces of our children during these sessions 
and for the children to see one another.  The zoom link to join every other week 
is:  www.zoom.us/join              Meeting ID: 898 0036 4700             Passcode: 622690 

  

 

 

Sunday School: Home Edition Kits for Children and Families 
 

The other opportunity for our children this Fall will be a Sunday School: Home  
Edition kit which will be sent each month.  This kit will be like those prepared for this  
summer's VBS with activities, Bible stories, crafts, videos and more.  They may be used on 
the Sundays we are not meeting by Zoom or throughout the month as determined by each 
family.  There will be new themes and opportunities for families to grow in faith and in  
understanding and knowledge of the Bible. 

If you have any questions or ideas, please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Heather or any 
member of the Learning Team. 

  

 

 

Confirmation for 7th, 8th and 9th Graders the 2nd and 4th Sundays, 10:00am 
 

A letter has been mailed to our confirmation families detailing this Fall's session of  

Confirmation.  We will be studying the New Testament for this year.  We will  be meeting (for 

now until we can be in person) via Zoom on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month at 10 am 

for class.  Worship reports, Service Opportunities, and classwork will also be required.  All of 

this will be detailed further in the letter.  Pastor Heather and Pastor Gary look forward to 

spending time with our students in confirmation.  If you have any questions or know some-

one who is interested in being a part of this  confirmation class, please let Pastor Heather 

know. 

http://www.zoom.us/join
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Taking Faith Home 

September 13th, 2020 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost – The people of God forgive. 

Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 18:21-35 Monday: Genesis 50:15-21;Tuesday:Romans 14:1-12;  

Wed: Exodus 14:19-31; Thursday: Psalm 114; Friday: John 8:1-11; Saturday: Psalm 103:1-13 

A Prayer for the Week: Gracious God, we praise you for your desire to forgive; help us to love and forgive as we are loved and 

forgiven through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Mealtime Prayer: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest; let these gifts to us be blessed. Let there be a goodly share on every table, 

everywhere. Amen. 

A Blessing to Give: May the forgiveness of God bless you with steadfast love and mercy. (Psalm 103:4) 

Devotions Read Matthew 18:21-35. Jesus presents a very unreal story to make a very real point. In Jesus’ day, each talent was 

worth more than 15 years of work. Therefore, one slave owed over 150,000 years of income while the other owed one hun-

dred days of wages (a denarius was one day’s wage). The differences are extreme to make the point that God’s forgiveness of 

us is wildly out-of-this-world and wonderful. It leads the follower of Jesus Christ to sing or pray Psalm 103 that begins, “Bless 

the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name” (v. 1). A concrete way to praise God is to “forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart” (Matthew 18:35) and do so again and again and again (v. 22). Or, as Jesus suggests, do you 

want to consider the consequences of not showing a little forgiveness to others? That lack of forgiveness Jesus says, would de-

stroy your life (vv. 34-35). How can you praise God today by forgiving someone who has offended or hurt you? How does this 

parable help bring joy to your soul? Pray: Merciful God, give me faith to remember how kind and generous you are to me and 

to praise you by being kind and forgiving to others through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Service Genesis 50:15-21 is the story of Joseph forgiving his brothers for throwing him in a pit and selling him into slavery. For-

giving someone who has hurt you is not easy. Think of someone who needs your forgiveness. Pray for that person. Reflect on 

God’s love and mercy shown through people like Joseph and write a note of forgiveness to that person. 

Rituals and Traditions Forgiveness is the theme this week in Bible readings, caring conversations, devotions, and service. 

Breaking a plate, saying something mean, and telling a lie are things we may not mean to do, but they happen. Think of a time 

when you needed to be forgiven. God forgives us again and again. Think about what this means to you. Pray the Lord’s Prayer, 

pause as you pray, “forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us”, then finish the prayer. 

September 20, 2020 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost God is gracious and merciful. 

Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 20-1-16; Monday: Jonah 3:10-4:11; Tuesday: Philippians 1:21-30; 

Wednesday: Exodus 16:2-15; Thursday: Psalm 105:1-6,37-45; Friday: Titus 2:11-15; Sat: Psalm 145:1-8;Sun: Matthew 21-23-32 

A Prayer for the Week: Gracious God, we thank you that you care for all, especially those who feel left behind, through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

Mealtime Prayer: Grace of God and mercy, we thank you for your care that gives us food from your fruitful creation. Amen 

A Blessing to Give: May the underserved kindness of God bless you with faith and good courage now and always.   

Devotions: Read: Jonah 3:10–4:11. Frankly, we don’t really like God’s justice. It’s too supportive of people unlike us! Like Jonah, 

we don’t want a God who is slow to anger and full of steadfast love for people we don’t think deserve it, especially those we 

would consider our enemies. That’s why Jonah ran away from God (v. 4:2). Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrians who had 

destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 BC. Now God told Jonah to preach repentance to the Ninevites. Jonah was 

afraid to do this because he knew of God’s love and mercy, something he did not want showered upon his enemies. And Jonah 

was right; it happened, and it angered him. It’s just like in Jesus’ parable of the generous landowner (Matthew 20:1-16) where 

it seems so wrong for people who worked in the fields all day only to get the same wage as those who started at the end of the 

day. Is it easy or hard for you to accept God’s justice where “the undeserving” receive the same generosity you receive? Ex-

plain. Pray: Gracious and merciful God, give me faith to love your generosity for all people, especially those who are different 

from me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

Service The story of the vineyard in Matthew 20:1-16 is about a generous owner who paid the laborers the same amount at the 

end of the day even if some worked harder and longer than others. Some of the laborers grumbled. The owner asked, “Am I 

not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?”  (Matthew 20:15). In 

what ways are you generous to others with what belongs to you? 

Rituals and Traditions In Exodus 16:2-15 bread was provided from heaven. Prepare a meal that includes bread. Think or talk 

about Moses and the Israelites and how they had to learn to be patient and have faith in God to feed them daily as they trav-

eled to the Promised Land. What does this mean for you? Before you eat, pray: Lord, thank you for this bread you have given 

us to eat. Help us to never forget how you provide for us just as you did for the Israelites. Amen. 
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Claremont, NC 

Congregation Council meets on September 21 at 6pm.  
 

Next newsletter mailing will be September 23rd. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 
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Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 
                              St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Claremont, NC                                                    
                    

Congregation Council 
 

 2021   2022   2023  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist                                                            
(828-459-2161) 
Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist        
(828-459-2161)  
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net                      (828-459-2873) 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
 

Mary Willis: Administrative Assistant  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 

Mark Oakley: Church Custodian  (828-459-2161) 

Nikki Aiken: Church Custodian   (828-459-2161) 


