
  

 

Our Mission 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

  To Make Disciples  

    To Embody Christ’s Love 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
August 19, 2020 

OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER  AT  
ST. MARK’S 

Sundays 

9:00am - Drive-Up Church in the 
Family Life Center Parking Lot 

ZOOM 

11:00am -  Worship Services 
 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays 12:30 - 1pm 

Sheepfold Conversations  
Look for your Invitation  
 

Anytime 

www.smarklc.org 
YouTube.com 
Facebook.com - Links 

DVD’s of recorded services 

Christ in our Home devotional 
 

Call the Church Office 

Schedule a Pastoral Visitation  

CONGREGATION  
IN PERSON GATHERINGS  

IN THIS TIME 

Physical gatherings are cancelled 
due to the Stay at Home orders 
of Governor Roy Cooper related 

to the Covid-19 virus.  The 
Council will continue to assess 
when and how we can and will 

be able to gather when it is safe 
and clear to do so.  At this time, 
St. Mark’s will do only graveside 
services with memorial services 

to follow at a later time.  

God of all Learning and 
Knowledge, We come to 
you today to ask your 
blessing upon all who are 
going to school for learning 
from those just beginning 
to those who are continu-
ing their education at all 
levels.  We also ask your 
blessing upon all those 
who guide these students, 
and all those who teach, 
counsel, and care for them 
at school. Please bless their 
backpacks and bags full of 
supplies and the tools and 
devices that will be used 
for learning, teaching, and 
growing.  May we remem-
ber that you go with us 
walking beside us every 
day. 

  AMEN 

Let us pray for all those going back to school! 

On August 16 at our Sunday morning Drive Up Church service we  
recognized students, teachers, staff, and all the support workers who are 
back at school.  We also did a backpack blessing and a prayer for them and 
for all who are involved in education at school and at home.  We wanted to 
share the prayer we offered.  It was printed and laminated to create a 
bookmark and given to all in attendance. (If you would like a bookmark 
with this prayer, please call the church office).  This was the prayer, and we 
ask you to use it pray for all involved in the 2020-21 school year.   
Pastor Gary and Pastor Heather 
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Look for your invitation participate  
in Sheepfold Conversations 

Tuesday & Wednesdays 12:30-1:00pm 

Announcing a New Sermon Series Beginning August 16 

The Heart of Discipleship 
 

What does it mean to be a disciple? I want to ask you to take few moments to think about that question. 
What comes to your mind? For me, what I think of is “one who follows.” For others, it might be “one who 
listens to and learns Jesus’ teaching.” Yet for another it might be “one who is a  
co-worker with Jesus”, or “one who emulates Jesus’ example.” In reality, all of these are correct and many 
more could be added to the list.    

 

What do you think are the central features of discipleship that are true  
regardless of which biblical image you might associate with being a  
disciple?   This series will provide answers to that question under the title: “The Heart of Discipleship.” The 
six-week series will explore the essentials of God’s call extended by grace, and of our privileged response 
through faith to be and become disciples. We will accompany this series as well with daily devotions via One-
Call. Our goal is that we might become more knowledgeable of our call, know Christ more intimately, and be 
renewed in taking up our individual and communal call as our Lord’s disciples.    

8/23  Called to Be Transformed  
8/30  Called to Become Who We Are in Christ  
9/6  Called to Community  

9/13  Called to Discipline 
9/20  Called to Mission  

Mid-Week Bible Study to Resume Beginning September 23. through November 18.  

 
Mark your calendars to be part of the mid-week Bible Study held 
on Wednesdays at 6:30 - 7:30pm with an optional period of  
fellowship prior to the study beginning at 6:05.  This is by way of 
ZOOM and does not REQUIRE INTERNET ACCESS.  Look for the 
announced book or books for the Bible Study in the next  
newsletter along with how you can join the group.  To those who 
have participated in the class, look for a phone call soon regard-
ing the subject of the study.   
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St. Mark’s Notices 

Catawba County Council on Aging with Walmart sponsoring Flu Shot Clinics-2020 

Thursday, Sept 24 – 1-4 pm    , and Thursday, Oct 1 – 9 am-12 noon  
in the Family Life Center 

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED THIS YEAR. FACE COVERINGS REQUIRED. 
 

Call Catawba County Council on Aging for an appointment at 828-328-2269. 
Bring your Insurance and/or Medicare cards to your appointment. We will 
have two dates this year.  

You MUST make an appointment, NO  WALK INS THIS YEAR!!!!  

As soon as we receive the registration form, we will get it to those who 
have appointments to fill out in  
advance. 

ST. MARK’S FAITH CHALLENGE INVITATION   

Last spring into summer, the Faith Challenge Campaign was launched to garner financial support in the call of 
an Associate Pastor.  That Campaign and invitation continues today.  Many thanks for those who made and 
who are honoring their four-year commitment to financially support the call of our second pastor, Pastor 
Heather Langan.  The initial commitments made it possible for us to extend her a call by providing a financial 
package baseline to work from while recognizing, that in making this leap of faith, there was a need for more 
financial support.  WE INVITE YOU TO REGULARLY CONTRIBUTE TO THE FAITH CHALLENGE AS YOU ARE ABLE. 
 A 4 YEAR COMMITMENT IS NOT REQUIRED.  At the same time, if you are able, a 4 year commitment is wel-
comed!  With a second pastor with us we have the Spirit driven opportunity to revitalize and revision our life, 
ministry and mission to touch those near and far with the Christ in old, new and exciting ways!  Thanks for all 
who have given and who will give to the Faith Challenge.   Thank you for being a part of this God ordained 
endeavor as St. Mark’s into the future for generations to come.    

 

A NEW PRAYER TEAM IS BEING FORMED 

In our series, "Setting Sail with the Spirit," the importance of individual 
and communal prayer was highlighted.  After reflection and discern-
ment, the formulation of a St. Mark's Prayer Team has begun. The pur-
pose of this team will be to offer support to the ministries and mission 
of St. Mark's through regular prayer times together. This team will 
meet at least monthly to pray for those on our prayer list and also for 
the mission and vision of the church inviting the Holy Spirit to dwell 
with, to move in, and through us, now and for our future. If you are  
interested in joining this exciting venture of prayer, please contact  
either Pastor Gary or Pastor Heather. Look for more in the future as we 
schedule our first meeting via ZOOM.   



4 

 

Lower Parish Hall Clean up Continues!  

Step One - Everything out ! 

         Step Two - Sort then toss the trash!   
              Yes we found a calendar from 1979 

                                                    Step Three - 
                    Put it back together again.  
                       Organized! 

The Activity Closet       

 

Confirmation Classroom 

 

Pastor Heather has gone above and beyond, 
organizing the clean up of the Lower Parish 
Hall classrooms and closets.  
 

Lets all thank her for taking on this huge 
task! 

We appreciate everyone who has pitched in 
to help.  
 
Stan Sigmon for hauling all the trash to the 
dump that would not fit into our trashcans. 
Mary Langan has been here helping out with 
re-organizing the spaces. Gina Schaefer, Nikki 
and Shirley Aiken,  

THANK YOU ALL! 
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The family of Lila Kuehnert who died August 2, 2020 at 
97 years young. (Bill Gilbert’s sister) 
The family of Joyce Setzer who died August 16, 2020 

Worship Attendance 

                             Drive Up                      On Zoom 

August 9                   79                                  12 
August 16               77                                  10 

 

Calling all rising 7th, 8th, and 9th grade students!  Plans are beginning 

to be made for our fall session of Confirmation. If you or your student are not 

currently a part of confirmation, we invite you to join us. Parents and stu-

dents, please send me a note indicating your interest and as plans develop, I 

will provide more information. Thank you!! 
 

Pastor Heather 

MEALS ARE AVAILABLE FOR YOU! 

St. Mark’s has provided over 700 meals  in the past few months. The food ministry is cooking weekly and our Care 
Touch Team members are delivering safely to those in need.  Please contact the church office and let us know 
how many  people are in your household if you would like meals delivered. 

ST. MARK’S FAITH FORMATION NOTES 

Financials 

July Income       $22,924.54         Year to date $189,096.11  
July Expenses    $29,844.68         Year to date $225,400.21  

St. Mark’s Memorials and Honorariums 

Preschool 
In memory of Glenna Pope by Maebelle Sigmon  
In memory of Glenna Pope by  Michael and Donna Evans 
In memory of Glenna Pope by Sue Karen Falls 
In memory of Glenna Pope by Patty Pope 
In memory of Glenna Pope by Kathleen Sigmon 

Pastor Haddock, Pastor Heather, 
I pray for our nation, the world.  
I pray Christian leadership in our cation’s 
capitol will be found.  
I pray our children, grandchildren in this 
land know freedom.  
I pray for our church.  
I pray for members, for pastors.  
These are dark times.  
God is with us as always. 

Bless you in your ministry. 

Merrill Kistler 

A LETTER AND A PRAYER 

UPDATE ON ST MARK’S FOOD MINISTRY 

The Witness Team met with Rebecca Haddock 
to discuss how to best serve the congregation. 
The group devised a plan for volunteers to in-
sure the continuation of the Food Ministry. 
Thank you Witness Team, and the Congrega-
tion Care team for delivering meals weekly. 
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Opportunities for you at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Sundays 

Drive Up Church  (Family Life Center parking lot)             9:00am            
 

Sunday Morning Worship on ZOOM                                   11:00am   
                By phone 929-205-6099, when prompted enter. Meeting ID: 851 8160 4652   Password: 452012  
                OR Join Zoom meeting by  WEB Type zoom.us.join  
                Meeting ID: 851 8160 4652    Password: 452012  

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 12:30 pm- 1:00 pm 

SHEEPFOLD CONVERSATIONS LOOK FOR YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN IN CONVERSATION WITH OTHER MEMBERS 
AND YOUR PASTORS. 

Anytime 

www.smarklc.org, YouTube.com (search for St. Mark’s Evangelical Church, Claremont NC), Facebook - St. Mark’s 
Evangelical Church, Claremont NC, We will mail you DVD copies of our recorded worship services. 
“Christ in our Home” daily devotional. Bi-weekly Newsletters that include “Taking Faith Home” 

Pastoral Visitation 

Pastoral visitation in the Family Life Center, call the church office 828-459-2161   
Call to schedule a Pastoral Visit in the Family Life Center 

An OUTSIDE visit at home, call the pastors’ directly. 

Pastor Gary at 828-781-3060 or Pastor Heather at 704-724-5991 

 

Drive Up Church  
Sundays at 9:00am, The Family Life Center Parking Lot 

Given the potential for the spread of Covid-19 we ask that everyone remain in their own vehicles  To observe this 
guideline of remaining in our vehicles will be to practice the love of Christ in looking after the best interests of 
our neighbor, and also of ourselves as the body of Christ.  Please note that the Task Group made the decision that 
if we do not observe this guideline which will protect everyone, we will not continue to do Drive Up Church.  

Other Guidelines and Directions for the event:  

1. Entry into the St. Mark’s parking lot will be from Main Street.  You will then be given a bulletin for the service 
(crack your window) by a masked and gloved attendant, and then you will be directed to the Family Life  
Center parking lot.   

2. You will be directed as to where to park.  Parking will be by design to make it possible for all who gather to see 
and participate in worship. Please follow the attendant’s directions.  

3. During the service we will celebrate communion. You are asked to bring one or both elements with you for 
communion that you will use to receive the sacrament just as we have practiced for Drive Up Communion.    

4. During the service an offering will be taken up.  During the offertory someone will come to your car with a 
basket/bucket to collect your offering.  Please put your offering in your giving envelope, or in a plain  
envelope.  Please open crack your window to place your offering in the container. 

5. You may choose to roll down your windows to listen to the service – live.  We recommend that if you do so 
that you wear a mask.   

6. The building will be closed.  If necessary, however, you may use the facilities in the Family Life Center by  
entering the side entry door located between the back of the church and the Family Life Center to enter there 
near the  restrooms.     

7. You will exit on Anderson Street.  
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Taking Faith Home 

August 23rd, 2020 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost – Disciples do not conform to the world. 

Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 16:13-20 Monday: Isaiah 51:1-6; Tuesday: Romans 12:1-8;  

Wed: Exodus 1:8 – 2-10; Thursday: Psalm 124; Friday: 1 Peter 1:13-25; Saturday: Psalm 138; Sunday: Matthew 16:21-28 

A Prayer for the Week: Almighty God, in a world that can divide us from one another, we pray for your rule of mercy and 

grace that binds us together in faith and love through Christ, the Son of God. Amen. 

Mealtime Prayer: Dear God, we thank you for this meal and pray for all to have food to eat through your abundant and 

fruitful creation. Amen. 

A Blessing to Give: May you be transformed by the will of God to know and to do what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

(Romans 12:2) 

Devotions Read Matthew 16:13-20. To be conformed to the world (Romans 12:2) is to be shaped by the powers of 

domination in an attempt to influence—or even control—people’s thoughts, actions, and loyalties. In Matthew 16 Jesus 

and his disciples are in Caesarea Philippi, a place where many gods of the ancient world were recognized and worshiped, 

fickle gods that were seen as ruling human life rather arbitrarily. Jesus as the “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” will 

transform lives like the Canaanite woman and her daughter in Matthew 15. Jesus has the power to bind and to loosen lives 

and Jesus intends to loosen lives from death to life, from sickness to health, from despair to hope, from broken relation-

ships to a life of mutual forgiveness, from lives that are judged and condemned to lives that receive mercy. How does Jesus 

as the Messiah, the Son of the living God free your life to be a servant of mercy to others? Pray: The Lord’s Prayer. 

Service In Romans 12:6-8, the Apostle Paul lists a number of gifts that God has given people to support the work of the 

church like serving, teaching, encouraging, giving generously, leading, and being compassionate. Make a list of gifts you 

have been given and can use to support the church in the world. The entire faith community (body of Christ) is needed to 

do God’s work. Take action by using one or more of the gifts you listed to help people in your community or the larger 

world.?   

Rituals and Traditions Psalm 138 is a song of thanksgiving and praise: “I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart” (v. 

1a). Draw a heart on a piece of paper. Inside the heart write a list of things you are thankful for. Take the heart and put it 

in a visible place as a reminder to give thanks and praise for God’s steadfast love and faithfulness. 

August 30th, 2020 – Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost To follow Jesus is to be open to suffering. 

Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 16:21-28; Monday: Jeremiah 15:15-21; Tuesday: Romans 12:9-21; 

Wednesday: Exodus 3:1-15; Thursday: Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Friday: 2 Timothy 2:1-13; Sat.: Psalm 26:1-8 

A Prayer for the Week: Dear God, help us to pick up our cross as a way to love others through Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Mealtime Prayer: Loving God, we thank you for the toil and efforts of others that we may have and enjoy this meal today. 

Amen.  

A Blessing to Give: May the cross of Christ give you good courage, hope, and love now and always.   

Devotions Read: Matthew 16:21-28 In an era where we can do so many things to avoid or stop the pain, it can be surpris-

ing that suffering is still part of life. It is part of the Christian life because Jesus shows us that the way of the cross—an ex-

cruciatingly painful way to die—gets at the heart of the Christian faith. Peter didn’t get it, even if he knew Jesus was the 

Messiah. Peter had to be humbled and corrected. And we do, too. God shows the depth of love from the cross of Christ. 

We are invited to join the great movement of divine love by caring, suffering, and celebrating Christ’s victory over sin, 

death, and evil. Part of that celebration is our openness to the pain of the world, the pain of others for the sake of love. It 

is also the path that allows us to see the kingdom of God at work. Why do you think suffering is an important aspect of the 

Christian faith? Pray: Compassionate God, help us to see in suffering and death the very path of life and love through 

Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

Service Most people have someone in their life who is ill, declining in health, or in hospice care. It can be painful to experi-

ence the suffering of a loved one. Those serving in the role of caregiver can often times be exhausted and in need of a 

break. Do you know of someone for whom a visit, meal, or call may give them the break they need? 

Rituals and Traditions In Jesus’ time, the cross was about death. It is not easy to understand or talk about Jesus’ death on 

the cross. The cross is a Christian symbol. It reminds us that Jesus is with us through easy and hard times. We see crosses 

in many places in our lives. As a follower of Jesus, notice the number of crosses you see in your home and in the communi-

ty this week. Each time you see one, take a moment to pray: Thank you Jesus for dying on the cross to save us. 
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Claremont, NC 

Congregation Council meets on September 21 at 6pm.  
 

Next newsletter mailing will be September 9th. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 
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Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 
                              St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Claremont, NC                                                    
                    

Congregation Council 
 

 2021   2022   2023  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist                                                            
(828-459-2161) 
Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist        
(828-459-2161)  
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net                      (828-459-2873) 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
 

Mary Willis: Administrative Assistant  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 

Mark Oakley: Church Custodian  (828-459-2161) 

Nikki Aiken: Church Custodian   (828-459-2161) 


