
  

 

Worship Schedule 
 

+ + + 
 

September 10 
Pentecost 14 

 
September 17 
Pentecost 15 

 
September 24 
Pentecost 16 
Stewardship 

 
October 1 

Pentecost 17 
Stewardship 

 
October 8 

Pentecost 18 
Stewardship 

 
October 15 

Pentecost 19 
Commitment Sunday 
Congregation Brunch 

between services 
 

+ + + 
 

Sunday Mornings  
 

8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 

The Reminder 
 

September 6, 2017 

 

And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance,  
so that by always having enough of everything,  

you may share abundantly in every good work.  (2 Corinthians 9:8) 
 

Please join us each Sunday (September 24—October 15) for this year’s Stewardship 
theme: “Blessed Abundantly. Share Bountifully.” On Commitment Sunday, October 
15, there will be a congregational breakfast between services in the Family Life 
Center. 

Stewardship Emphasis 2017 

Week One: September 24 
“Blessed and Entrusted with 
Abundance, Filled with Gratitude” 
 

Focus: The blessing and privilege of 
being a steward, and what it means 
to be a steward. 
 
Week Two: October 1 
“Blessed with Abundance, We 
Share Time and Talent Bountifully” 
 

Focus: The call and responsibility as 
a steward to give of our time and 
talent in love and service to God 
and neighbor in both the church 
and the world.  

Week Three: October 8 
“Blessed with Abundance,  
We Share Treasure Bountifully” 
 

Focus: The call and responsibility as a 
steward to give of our treasure in love 
and service to God and neighbor both in 
the church and the world.   
 
Week Four: October 15 
“Blessed with Abundance,  
We Celebrate and Commit to Share 
Bountifully” 
 

Focus: Our response to being blessed is 
to celebrate God’s blessings and to 
commit to give abundantly. 

You are Invited to Showcase your Talents on October 1 

With so many different talents within our congregation, the Support Team would 
like to offer you the opportunity to showcase your particular talents on Sunday, 
October 1 between worship services. If interested, please contact the church office 
(lisa@smarklc.org or 828-459-2161) by Monday, September 11. 
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“One”derful Wednesdays, 5:15—7pm (September 13—November 15)  
 

"One"derful Wednesdays stands for being One in Christ. We come together for fellowship, 
food, learning, and singing. We will begin with a meal in the Family Life Center, from 5:15—
5:55pm. The suggested donation (to cover expenses) is $5 each for 12 & up; $3 each under 
12. Following dinner, from 6—7pm, there will be recreation, music, and Bible lessons for 
youth and children. 
 

September Menu 
 September 13: Pork loin, baked apples, Parmesan noodles, salad 
 September 20: Meatloaf, smashed potatoes, salad 
 September 27: Chicken alfredo with pasta, salad, Italian bread 

 

The Adult Study is “Graced Pathways For Spiritual Growth IV” led by Pastor Gary Haddock. Using Richard Foster’s 
book, Streams of Living Water, the study will examine and explore the graced pathways of disciplines that will help 
us grow in our Christian life. We will discuss the six dimensions which define our Christian traditions: Contemplative, 
Holiness, Charismatic, Social Justice, Evangelical, Incarnational. The time together will include prayer, bible study, 
group exercises and discussion. Book cost is $12.  

 

Acolyte Training 
September 13 

7 pm in Sanctuary 

Assisting Minister’s  
Review and Training  

September 20 at 6:15 pm 
 

We worship an AWESOME GOD and being an 
Assisting Minister is an AWESOME responsibility! 
Leading worship as a representative of the service 
and ministry of the people of God before the 
Almighty is both a joyful and humbling experience.  
 

If you have thought of becoming an Assisting 
Minister to lead worship with the Pastor or just 
want to know more about it, you are invited to 
come to the Review and Training Session.  
Participants will learn what it takes to be an 
Assisting Minister  in terms of time, responsibilities, 
and expectations.  
 

Please call the church office to let Pastor Haddock 
know if you plan to attend.  Also, feel free to call 
him with any questions you might have.  For those 
who have a conflict in their 
schedule that evening, 
please speak to Pastor 
Haddock about scheduling 
another time for you to be 
trained, or to explore the 
possibility.   

Chancel Choir Practice Begins  
September 20 at 7pm 

 

Sing with the Chancel Choir! The chancel choir will 
start practicing on Wednesday, September 20 in 
the choir room at 7pm. 
 

Anyone who would like to join in the singing and 
fellowship of choir, please come! It is a causal and 
fun atmosphere. We will be learning new music for 
the upcoming church season through Christmas.  
 

If you have any questions about choir, music, or 
practice times, feel free to call, text, or email Myra 
Long (704-213-7623, longmyra@ymail.com) or see 
her at church. Looking forward to an exciting new 
year of music together!  

Wednesdays at St. Mark’s 
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Photos from Rally Day 

Thanks! 

The weather was perfect for the outdoor 

worship service and Rally Day activities! 

Thanks to Kermit and Kay Nash for hosting 

Rally Day in their park. Thanks also to the 

Learning Team, Fellowship Team, and Praise 

Team for their participation. Special thanks 

to Judy Smyre for providing photographs. 
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15 Tickets Available  
for Play on October 13 

 

“In God’s Own Country” is 
the perfect play for those 
eager to know more about 
early American history and 
the spread of the Lutheran 
church. It tells the dramatic 
story of a small group of 
German Lutherans, many 
of whom were escaping 
severe persecution, who 
remained steadfast and 
faithful to a single call: 
“The church must be 
planted.” 
 

The cost for each ticket is 
$22, payable to St. Mark’s. 
Reservations can be made 
by calling the church office. 
Tickets will be available on 
first call basis.  
 

Those going need to be at 
the theatre by 7pm. 
Transportation, utilizing 
another church’s bus, is 
available for an additional 
$5 per person. 

 

Meroney Theater,  
213 S. Main Street, 

Salisbury  
(704-633-5471 or 

piedmontplayers.com) 

North Carolina & South Carolina Synods Will Host 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation Service  

Saturday, September 23, at 1:30pm 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Charlotte 

 

A sacred concert featuring choirs from both Newberry 
College and Lenoir-Rhyne University will begin at 
1:30pm. The worship service will begin at 2pm with a 
Processional of Ecumenical Guests and Rostered 
Ministers.  
 

A special anthem: “The Righteous Shall Live By Faith” 
by the Rev. Dr. Paul Weber, was commissioned by the 
Reformation 500 Task Force of the North Carolina 
Synod especially for this service. 
 

If you are unable to come to the service, worship with 
Lutherans from both Carolinas through the live 
stream: media.covenantpresby.org.  
 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 
1000 E. Morehead Street, Charlotte, NC 

“Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World” 
On PBS, September 12, at 8pm 

 

On Tuesday, September 12, at 8 p.m., PBS gives the 
Reformation television exposure when it airs “Martin 
Luther: The Idea that Changed the World.” This one-
time, nationwide showing is a great reason for 
congregations and communities to gather together 
and explore Luther’s lasting impact on Christianity. 
The film is also available for private showings for 
those unable to watch that evening. Check your local 
PBS listings for specific air times. For more 
information go to www.NewLutherMovie.com. 

 

Celebrating 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

Bishop Eaton will preach. 



5 

 

 

Youth Ministry 

St. Mark’s Quilt Mission,  
Tuesdays, 10-12pm 

3244 W. Main Street, Claremont 
Every Tuesday except when the Bible study meets. 

Registration for ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston  
(September 15—November 15) 

 

St. Mark’s youth who are in 8th  through 12th grade at the time of registration are eligible to 
attend. Go online to learn more: elca.org/youth gathering. Please contact Katie Hamann 
(katie@smarklc.org or 828-234-6203) to register. 

General Meeting of the Women of the ELCA 
Sunday, September 17 at 2pm 

Family Life Center 
The meeting will also include September’s Bible Study. 

Confirmation Meeting 
With Parents 

September 10, 9:30am 
 

All 7th and 8th grade youth 
planning to attend St. Mark’s 
Confirmation program, along 
with their parents, are asked 
to attend the meeting in 
between worship services in 
the Faith Classroom of the 
Parish Hall. Pastor Gary and 
Katie Hamann will review 
plans and expectations for 
this year’s catechism class. 

 

Women of the ELCA Fall Bible Study is on the Apostles’ Creed 
 

This fall, take part in a three-session Gather magazine Bible study on the Apostles’ Creed: 

 September 17, Session 1:  “We believe in God…” 
 October 17, Session 2:  “We believe in Jesus Christ…” 
 November 21, Session 3:  “We believe in the Holy Spirit…. “ 

 

In the Bible study, author Julia Seymour, pastor at Lutheran Church of Hope, Anchorage, Alaska, writes: “Beyond 
preferences or evenly deeply held convictions, the theological underpinnings of a religious community are the 
structure for teaching, preaching and action. For our life of faith together, creeds are more than just words. They 
are vessels for carrying one another through doubt, joy and sorrow.” 

Youth to Make Blessing Bags for the Homeless 
September 10, Family Life Center, 5:30—7:30 pm 

 

Youth will come together for food and fellowship, and 
to create Blessing Bags to give out to the Homeless. 
Please bring a donation from the list below. Blessing 
Bags are gallon-size Ziploc bags that contain snacks, 
travel-size toiletries, socks, a bottle of water, grooming 
supplies, and other items that people who live on the 
street find useful. Bags are kept in your car, so when 
you encounter a person who is experiencing 
homelessness, you can offer the bag. 
 

 Food items: granola bars, protein bars, applesauce, peanut butter and 
cheese crackers, nuts and trail mix, tuna or Vienna sausage in pop-top 
cans or foil packs, coffee, bottled water 

 Hygiene products: Combs, lotion, lip balm, face towels, soap, hand 
sanitizer, toothbrush and toothpaste 

 Useful items: plastic utensils, sunscreen, insect repellent, gallon-size 
Ziploc bags, mints 
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Volunteers are Needed  
To Serve Lunch at 
The Corner Table 

September 12 
 

Members of the Witness Team 
plan to serve lunch as their 
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Day 
of Service project. If you wish 
to participate, please contact 
Chris Cloninger or the church 
office by Friday, September 8. 
Please specify the time you are 
available: 9am or 11am. The 
Corner Table is a soup kitchen 
located in Newton that serves 
nutritious meals to those in 
need in the area. 

+ + + 
 

Food Donations for  
ECCCM and  

St. Mark’s Pantry 
September 17 

 

The third Sunday of the month 
is the designated Sunday when 
St. Mark’s asks for non-
perishable food donations for 
the ECCCM and St. Mark’s Food 
Pantry. Please place donations 
in the foyer of the Parish Hall. 

Flu Shots available at St. Mark’s  
Friday, September 29, 10am—12pm 

 

The Council on Aging will host a Wellness Clinic 
offering flu shots in the Family Life Center for one 
day only. Medicare participants just need to bring 
their cards to receive the shots at no cost. Others 
pay $15 which may be reimbursable through 
insurance.  
 

Contact Council of Aging Director, Vickie Blevins 
(828-328-2269) or the church office (828-459-
2161) with questions. 

 

Global Outreach 
 

Local Outreach 

Dear St. Mark’s, 
 

Thank you for your special gift of $4,600 to ELCA World Hunger 
through the NC Synod in June. You are making a difference in 
so many lives! Thank you for your faithful generosity and for 
encouraging others to join ELCA World Hunger in the fight 
against poverty. Thank you for living into God’s words of 
justice and mercy and joining with the whole church to love 
and serve one another. 
 

In God’s grace, 
Rev. Daniel Rift, Director 
ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 

Hurricane Harvey, one of the most powerful storms to hit the United 
States in years, made landfall on Friday, August 25, threatening millions of 
our neighbors in Texas and Louisiana. While many have evacuated, 
thousands of people may be housed in shelters for extended periods of 
time. Your support through Lutheran Disaster Response will bring hope 
and healing to those who are affected by this hurricane.  
 

100% of all monetary gifts will be used to directly help disaster survivors 
recover and rebuild. Please make checks payable to St. Mark’s with 
"Hurricane Response - United States" on the memo line. Be sure to 
include a note or envelope with cash donations. Milk Pail donations will 
also be sent to Lutheran Disaster Response. 
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Financial Update 

Memorial  & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s  
 

In Memory Of In Honor of: 
Jeannie Sigmon by Harley & Libby Brown Henry Haddock by Kaye & Barbara Shaffer 
Jeannie Sigmon by Craig & Susan Sigmon  Henry Haddock by Mike & Donna Evans  
Jeannie Sigmon by Ed & Cheryl Brown  Henry Haddock by Ron & Hilka Cox 
Jeannie Sigmon by Phyllis Lail  

Worship  Attendance: 
 

8/27 - 163    9/3 - 128 
 

Ministry Financial Update as of  July 31, 2017 
 

 Reported as of  July 31      July                  Year to Date 
 General Fund Receipts  $31,841.07          $198,603.41 
 Expenses (includes payables) $29,319.87          $197,715.13 
 

All current bills are paid.   

Forward Together Synopsis 
 

The Congregation Council earlier this year chose the Forward Together - In Christ - In Community resource 
provided by the NC Synod to assist us in a process of assessment and renewal.  The process will include the 
following segments:  
 

 A focus entitled, “Listening to God” an invitation and a resource for the congregation to reach up 
to God through 40 days of prayer. A resource for the congregation will be provided with daily 
Scripture and prayer.  

 A focus entitled, “Listening to Each Other” an invitation for the congregation to engage in 
assessment and conversation regarding its’ life and ministry together.  A Vitality survey will be 
done that will include as many in the congregation who wish to participate, and then afterwards 
the report will be presented to the leadership and the congregation. The report will help us 
identify both our strengths and weaknesses.  In addition there will be small group gatherings to 
engage in conversation regarding our hopes and dreams for St. Mark’s.  Finally, there will be a 
gathering or series of gatherings to look at action items for us to move forward together in Christ 
and in community.  

 A focus entitled, “Listening to the Community” an invitation for the congregation to spend some 
time listening to the community at large by spending some time with community leaders and 
organizations,, local and countywide, to hear of their needs, and their forecasts for needs in town 
and county.  

 

Following this process, with priorities for life and ministry now and for the future identified, a Planning Team will 
convene to make and to implement plans to faithfully move forward towards our future together, in Christ and 
community. 
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Church Staff 
Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
 gsh.elca@gmail.org  (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
 paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
Myra Long: Choir Director, Int. Praise Team Leader 
 longmyra@ymail.com  (704-213-7623) 
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
 stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
Katie Hamann: Interim Youth Leader 
 katie@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary  
 lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary  
 karen@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mike Baker: Church Sexton (828-459-2161) 
 mikebaker411@bellsouth.net 

Newsletter Mailing 
The next mailing will be on September 20 
 

Congregation Council Meeting  
Council will meet at 6pm on September 18. 
 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Thu, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Fri, 8:30am - 12:30pm 

www.smarklc.org 
St Marks Lutheran Church...Claremont  

Vol. 7, No. 17 
9-6-17 

St. Mark’s Calendar Highlights 
Please check monthly/weekly calendars for times. 

Grandparents Day (September 10) 
ELCA “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday (September 10) 
Confirmation Meeting with Parents (September 10) 
Youth Night (September 10) 
Volunteer at the Corner Table (September 12) 
Martin Luther movie on PBS  (September 12) 
“One”derful Wednesdays (September 13 - November 15) 
Acolyte Training (September 13) 
Youth Gathering Registration (September 15—November 15) 
Assisting Minister Training (September 20) 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal begins (September 20) 
Synod Reformation Service in Charlotte (September 23) 
Stewardship (September 24—October 15) 
Showcase Your Talents (October 1) 
Council on Aging Flu Clinic (September 29) 
Claremont Daze (October 6—7) 
Reformation Play in Salisbury (October 13) 
Commitment Sunday & Congregation Breakfast (October 15) 
Reformation Sunday (October 29) 
Trunk or Treat (October 31) 
All Saints Sunday (November 5) 
Confirmation: Faith Alive at Lutheridge (November 10—12 ) 
Veterans Sunday (November 12) 
Congregation Meeting (November 12) 


