St. Mark’s Newsletter

The Reminder
September 26, 2018

Worship Schedule
+++
Sunday Mornings
8:15 am Contemporary
9:20 am Sunday Brew
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Traditional
+++
September 30
Week 3
“Four Pillars of
Stewardship”
October 7
Week 4
“Four Pillars of
Stewardship”
Commitment Sunday
Breakfast between
Worship Services
October 14
Pentecost 21
October 21
Pentecost 22
October 28
Confirmation Sunday
One Service, 10am
Reception for
Joseph Carpenter

Commitment Sunday is October 7
Congregation Breakfast Between Services
In the Family Life Center
On Commitment Sunday, October 7, there will be a congregational breakfast between
services in the Family Life Center. This year’s theme is “Four Pillars of Stewardship: “A
Matter of Heart, Mind, Hands, and Will.”
Week 1 explored the pillar of the grateful Heart. Week
2 covered the pillar of the responsible Mind.
Week 3 – September 30: Uniquely Gifted Hands
Each member of the body of Christ is personally and
uniquely gifted and called by God to offer, manage and
use their unique gifts of time, talent, and treasure for
the benefit of church’s life, ministry, and mission. God
gifts us for the work of his kingdom.
Week 4 - October 7: Willing Commitment
In order to extend and enhance the life and mission of the church we willingly take up
God’s call and charge to faithful stewardship and commit to give of our time, talent,
and treasure to be bearers of God’s message and presence of love in the world.

Fall Thankoffering is October 7
On Sunday, October 7, you will have the opportunity to
place your Thankoffering in the miniature church at the
Baptismal Font. Thankoffering was established at St.
Mark’s in 1933 in order to fund special projects within
the church. The designation of the Fall Thank Offering
will be determined by the Congregation Council.

Confirmation Sunday is October 28 with One Worship Service at 10am
Reception for Joseph Carpenter in Family Life Center after Service
On Confirmation Sunday, there will be one service at 10am
followed by a reception for Confirmand Joseph Carpenter.
With the help of God, the love and support of their families,
friends, and their St. Mark’s church family, Joseph will
publicly profess and affirm his baptism. We rejoice with him
in his life of baptism and in his public professions of faith!

Adult Bible Study Classes
You are invited to “Connect”
Adult Sunday School Class
Meets at 9:30am in the Lounge
The adult “Connect” class invites all ages to join our
Sunday School hour in the Lounge. The class is being led
by Gina Schaefer. It's a great study with a conversation
blending all ages, thoughts and ideas. The class is
currently studying the book of Acts - covering one
chapter a week. Come join in with us on the conversation
at 9:30am.

Join the Adult Study on Wednesdays
“Exploring The World of St. Paul”
10:30am & 6:10pm in the Lounge
St. Paul is a pivotal figure in the history of the faith.
His writings capture for us his encounter with
Christ, his interpretation of whom Christ is for the
world, and how we understand and live our
Christian lives. Who we understand Christ to be,
how we understand who we are as Christians, and
how we are called to live our lives are grounded in
the writings of Paul.

The Adult Sunday School class which meets each Sunday
morning in the Family Center, is led by Kermit Nash and
Tim Carpenter. This class focuses on the scripture read in
worship that Sunday, along with inspirational stories and
quotes found throughout the week. All are welcome!

In this 12 week study, through the use of media and
biblical texts, St. Paul’s world will be explored on
many levels: his background and history, the
context in which he traveled, the varied
communities where shared the gospel, his
encounter with Christ, and his teachings. You are
invited to join Pastor Gary for this study. You have
two opportunities on Wednesdays: 10:30am—
12pm; and 6:10pm—7pm in the lounge.

Come to “One”derful Wednesdays!

October is Pastor Appreciation Month

“One”derful Wednesdays (5:15—7pm)

Join Us on October 17
5:15pm in Family Life Center

You are invited to Adult Sunday School Class
Meets at 9:30am in the Family Life Center

Join us each Wednesday for
“One”derful Wednesdays through
November 21 (except for October 31).
We begin with a meal in the Family
Life Center from 5:15—5:55pm. The
suggested donation is $5 each for 12
& up; $3 each under 12. Following
dinner, from 6—7pm, there will be recreation, music,
and Bible lessons for youth and children.
October Menus
Chicken Alfredo, breadsticks and salad
Chicken breast, roasted potatoes, green beans
Chili, cornbread and salad
Stuff you spud night! Baked potatoes with
fillings and salad.
10/31 No “One”derful Wednesday (Trunk or Treat)
10/3
10/10
10/17
10/24
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October is Pastor Appreciation Month. The
Witness team would like everyone to come out
and join us on Wednesday October 17, at 5:15 pm
to honor Pastor Gary. This coming November,
Pastor Gary will have been with St. Marks, 10
years! So let's show him our love and appreciation
for his years of dedicated service. More details to
follow. Contact Camille Patrick or Linda Hewitt
with suggestions or questions.

Women of the ELCA
Women of the ELCA Bible Study
Tuesday, October 16, 11am in Lounge
This fall’s Bible study focuses on the theme of repentance.
What does it mean to repent, and why is repentance important
in the life of Christian faith? We will ponder how repentance
shapes our relationship with others (October 16) and how we
as church relate with the world (November 20). The Bible study
meets on the third Tuesday of each month, using Gather
magazine as the source for the Bible Study.

Fall Bazaar Donations are Needed for
Women of the ELCA Sunday on November 18
As a fundraiser this year, the
Women of the ELCA will hold a
Fall Bazaar in the breezeway
between worship services on
Sunday, November 18. Donations
of items to sell are needed for the Fall Bazaar. Contact
Tamarah Hefner if you would like to participate. Donations
may be brought to the church office.

St. Mark’s Quilt Mission on Tuesdays, 10-12pm
The Quilt Mission meets every Tuesday, 3244 W. Main Street,
Claremont, except when the Women of the ELCA Bible study
meets. All are welcome!

Finance Notes

September 23: 131

Ministry Financial Update
Reported as of
August 31
General Fund Receipts
$21,914
Expenses (including payables) $29,478
All bills are paid.

Registration Deadline is October 15
Registration forms available in the sanctuary
or online: www.ncwelca.org
Many of us spend a lot of time worrying.
Whether it is worry about a specific situation
or just a life-long habit of worrying about
everything, join us for this women’s retreat
and learn to stand strong against these
destructive thoughts. Join your faith sisters
in the beautiful mountains of Blowing Rock
for this spiritual get-away. The retreat will
begin with supper on Friday evening in
Blowing Rock and end after worship on
Sunday morning.

Local Outreach

Worship Attendance
September 16: 110

November 2-4, 2018
Blowing Rock Convention Center
1818 Goforth Rd, Blowing Rock

Year to Date
$208,967
$222,233

Memorial Gifts to St. Mark’s
In Memory of Kermit Cloninger by Terry Boggs

Food Donations on October 21
for ECCCM and St. Mark’s Pantry
The third Sunday of the
month (October 21) is
the designated Sunday
when St. Mark’s asks for
non-perishable
food
donations for ECCCM
and St. Mark’s food pantries. Please place
donations in the bin at the Parish Hall
entrance to the sanctuary.
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Calendar Highlights
Kitchen Cleanup in the Family Life Center
October 4 at 3pm
Volunteers are needed to help with Family Life Center
Kitchen Clean up on October 4 at 3pm. Please contact
Property Team Leader, Kelly Nash (828-312-2074) if you
are available to help!

Trunk or Treat
Wednesday, October 31 at 6pm
Join us for our annual Trunk or
Treat! Decorate the trunk of your car
and give out treats. If you are not
able to participate, please think
about donating candy for others to give away.

Faith Alive Confirmation Retreat
November 2-4 at Lutheridge
The Faith Alive Confirmation retreat at Lutheridge is
Friday, November 2—Sunday, November 4. The theme is
“Old Testament.” Parents pay half the cost ($79 if paid by
September 30) and St. Mark’s pays half the cost. If you
would like to be a chaperone, please let Pastor Haddock
know. Your expenses will be covered by the church.

Catawba County Flu Clinic at St. Mark’s
Friday, October 12, 10am—Noon
The Council on Aging will offer flu shots
in the Family Life Center for one day
only. Medicare participants just need
to bring their cards to receive the shots
at no cost. Others pay $15 which may
be reimbursable. Contact is Vickie
Blevins (828-328-2269).

Please check monthly/weekly calendars for times
October
Worship & Music Meeting (Oct 2)
Family Life Center Kitchen Cleanup (Oct 4)
Quilt Mission (Oct 2, 9, 23, 30)
“One”derful Wednesdays (Oct 3, 10, 17, 24)
Claremont Daze (Oct 5-6)
Thankoffering / Commitment Sunday (Oct 7)
Witness Team Meeting (Oct 8)
Support Team Meeting (Oct 8)
Synod Leadership Convocation (Oct 8—10)
Catawba County Flu Clinic at St. Mark’s (Oct 12)
Congregation Council Meeting (Oct 15)
Women of the ELCA Bible Study (Oct 16)
Pastor Appreciation Dinner (Oct 17)
Reflections on our Future (Oct 20)
Donations for Food Pantry (Oct 21)
Council Outing (Oct 26)
Reformation /Confirmation Sunday (Oct 28)
Trunk or Treat (Oct 31)
November
Faith Alive Confirmation Retreat (Nov 2—4)
Women of the ELCA Fall Retreat (Nov 2—4)
All Saints Sunday (Nov 4)
Daylight Saving Time Ends (Nov 4)
Worship & Music Meeting (Nov 6)
Election Day (Nov 6)
Quilt Mission (Nov 6, 13, 27)
“One”derful Wednesdays (Nov 7, 14, 21)
Annual Congregation Meeting (Nov 11)
Veterans Day Observance (Nov 11)
Witness Team Meeting (Nov 12)
Support Team Meeting (Nov 12)
Women of ELCA Sunday & Bazaar (Nov 18)
Community Wide Thanksgiving Service (Nov 18)
Congregation Council Meeting (Nov 19)
Women of the ELCA Bible Study (Nov 20)
Office Closed for Thanksgiving (Nov 22)
Christ the King Sunday (Nov 25)

Volunteers Needed for Sunday Coffee Brew Each Week
Sunday Coffee Brew needs baked goods. Volunteers are asked to bring items that may be easily handled with a
napkin and are not too messy! Please sign up at the Sunday Coffee Brew table.
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Members Respond to: “What Stewardship Means to Us.”
The Support team asked members of the congregation
to express what stewardship means to them. Some
members were captured on video and their responses
have been or will be viewed during the worship
services. Others gave written answers and these
responses are included below.
I am so blessed to have been raised in a Christian
family! I was baptized, confirmed and enjoyed
participating in Luther League activities here at St.
Mark’s. Going to the National Luther League
Conventions were the highlights of my teenage years!
St. Mark’s not only was where we went to worship
God, but it was the center of family activities like Bible
School, Sunday School, dinners, singing, bowling, and
was where our friends joined us for all activities.
I thank God for these opportunities! He is the giver
and owner of everything we are, enjoy and have. I
recognize God's great gifts to us, so I continue to give
my time, talents and offerings to show him my heartfelt gratitude and praise.
Thanks,
Sue Karen Falls
+++
God expects me to be a good & responsible steward. I
enjoy serving on various committees and also our
church council. Getting to know members and
understanding what happens in our church is
important to me.
Thank you,
Kerri Nash

As Tanya and I sat and reviewed scripture about
Gods gifts and giving, it stirred discussions as we
reflected back through our life together. God
challenges us, tests our heart, faith and ability to
share his gifts. As we reflected back all the gifts
we’ve received and shared them came from him.
He inspires us and challenges us through
opportunities and blessings, to help us grow and
spread his word and hope for us.
Tanya and I have always worked hard and through
challenging times we’ve always received more
opportunity. This allowed our family to flourish and
grow. Our lives have always been busy. When times
were challenging, and our family needed support,
we were given the gift of life long friendship
through our church family. When one of my
children had needs our church family stepped up
and filled the gap. We treasure the opportunity
we’ve had to be part of a caring church family.
Through reflection, Tanya and I agreed, the greatest
gift of all is our 3 children and 5 grandchildren.
These by far are our greatest gifts. Our life remains
full.

Gratitude is to stewardship, what breath is to the
body. Heartfelt gratitude, fired by the Spirit, gives life
and vigor to stewardship.

The communion of faith that bonds us together has
to be nurtured through our time, talents and
treasures. These things allow us the opportunity to
do, grow and share with others the gifts we’ve
received. Gifts from God! Let the blessings flow! Be
good stewards!

God’s Peace,
Pastor Gary

Sincerely,
Greg Stephenson

+++
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ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response
to Hurricane Florence

St. Mark’s Awarded $5000 Michael Peeler
Fund Grant for Senior Ministry!

Dear St. Mark’s,
The NC Lutheran Synod Council, at its September
quarterly meeting, considered your 2018 grant request
for Senior Lunch and Care. We are pleased to inform you
that a grant of $5000 has been awarded from the
Michael Peeler Fund and is enclosed with this letter.

As a church, we’re ready to stand by our
neighbors as they recover from Hurricane
Florence. During 40 Days of Giving, we collected
and will now send $3,483.15 for Lutheran Disaster
Response.
If you wish to donate further, please write checks
to St. Mark’s with “Hurricane Florence” on the
memo line. Your gifts will be used entirely (100%)
for direct response efforts.

Children’s Milk Pail Fund
Beginning October 7, donations to the Children’s
Milk Pail Fund will go towards helping local
families this holiday season.

We look forward to hearing from you as to the progress
of your project and how this grant has facilitated your
ministry. May God bless your work and ministry.
Sincerely,
The Michael Peeler & Virginia Casey Committee
North Carolina Lutheran Synod Council

The Michael Peeler Fund was established in 1955 under
the will of Michael Peeler, a Salisbury businessman and
member of St. John’s, Salisbury. The income gifted to the
NC Synod was “to be used by the synod each year
wherever it is needed most for the advancement of the
Kingdom of God.”

Synopsis of the 2018 St. Mark’s Grant Request
Provide educational, nutritional, and recreational support
monthly to Senior Citizens of St. Mark’s and the City of
Claremont. St. Mark’s would like to provide a free lunch
and educational program one Friday of each month for
Seniors.
In addition, the church would like to hire a Parish Nurse to
come once a month to meet with individuals needing
extra health support (i.e. check blood pressure,
administer flu shots, monitor medication).
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Update on Call Process for Associate Pastor
The Call Committee to search for an Associate Pastor
candidate has begun its’ work. The Call Committee
members are: Greg Stephenson, Chair; Chris Cloninger,
Nathan Huret, Karen Moser, Blake Sigmon, Phoenix
Waters, and Danny Abernathy. The alternate to fill as
needed is: Jonathan Ray. The committee has been
trained by the NC Synod, has completed the Ministry Site
Profile, and is now receiving names from the NC Synod
for consideration.
What are we looking for on your behalf? The
Congregation Council, the Call Committee, and Pastor
Haddock are seeking someone who, in addition to
participating in the full range of pastoral privileges and
responsibilities, will have the leadership gifts and passion
to be the lead pastor to work with the following
leadership teams: Learning, Youth, Social Ministry, and
Global Missions. The preference is for someone who has
some parish experience and maturity (not first call) due
to our needs. Pastor Haddock will be the lead pastor
with the leadership teams related to Worship and Music,
Congregation Care, Personnel, Support, and Property,
Evangelism, and Senior Ministry (to be formed). Our two
pastors will equally share pastoral care, and worship
leadership and preaching duties with Pastor Haddock as
the lead pastor in those areas.
We are paying attention to the compatibility needed
between Pastor Haddock and an Associate. They will
serve as a pastoral team across the wide spectrum of
ministries here at St. Mark’s, and will be necessarily

involved each other’s areas of primary responsibilities.
Importantly, they will need to compliment each other’s
personality and style, need to respect each other’s gifts,
roles, and leadership, and to appreciate each other.
What are we looking for on your behalf? Seeking a
successor to Pastor Haddock in the future is not our
priority, nor of the Council. The current call process for a
second pastor is about the real needs we have now. Who
will be the Senior Pastor when Pastor Haddock retires in
years to come will be decided then. The letter of call to the
Associate will only include the option of possible
consideration to become Senior Pastor. Some years down
the road, when we have the need to seek a new Senior
Pastor, that option then may or may not be exercised. It
would be exercised only if he/she and the congregation
both agree to explore that possibility for him/her to
become a candidate for consideration. The process would
then move forward with no guarantees that he/she would
become the Senior Pastor.
I hope this clarifies for you what we are looking for, what
we are currently doing on your behalf. Look for more
updates from us in the future.
We ask you to join us in prayer. We pray God will raise up
the candidate who will best serve here, and that God will
help us discern who that might be.
Greg Stephenson
Call Committee Chair

Community Announcements
Claremont Daze
Friday, October 5, 6pm
Saturday, October 6, 10am
Food & Vendors, Arts & Crafts,
Rides & Carnival Games,
Live Music on Two Stages

Build a Home
with Purple Heart Homes
October 27 or November 3
Volunteer to help build a home for Purple Heart Homes of USA on
Saturday, October 27 or Saturday, November 3. Contact Carol Schaefer
(828-781-2064) to volunteer (purplehearthomesusa.org).

Save the Date! Red Cross Blood Drive at St Mark’s
December 3, 2:30pm—7pm in the Family Life Center
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Church Staff

Congregation Council

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor
gsh.elca@gmail.com
(828-781-3060)
Vicar Frank Waugh: Associate for Pastoral Care
vicarfrank@smarklc.org
(828-610-5755)

Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director
stmarkspreschool@charter.net
(828-459-2873)
Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary
deanna@smarklc.org

(828-459-2161)

Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary
lisa@smarklc.org

(828-459-2161)

Mike Baker: Church Sexton
mikebaker411@bellsouth.net

(828-244-3435)

2018
Terry Hefner
Scott Ramsey
Carol Schaefer
Nicky Setzer

2019
Kerri Nash
Edie Connor
Gigi Sigmon
Tanya Stephenson

Congregation Council meets on October 15 at 6pm.
Next newsletter mailing will be October 10.
Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm
Follow Us Online
StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC
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2020
Barry Bumgarner
Tiffany Caudill
Marcheta Campbell
David Tucker

www.smarklc.org

