
  

 

Our Mission 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

  To Make Disciples  

    To Embody Christ’s Love 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
September 23, 2020 

2020 Stewardship Series Starting September 27 

Stewards of God’s Grace 

 

This year’s emphasis will explore who we are and how we are called  
respond as a steward of God’s grace.  Luther characterized us all as beg-
gars who come to God empty-handed. However, the testimony of Word, 
Sacrament, and proclamation show that it is God who comes to us to give 
and to fill our lives with more than we can imagine or think that we  
deserve.  Given God’s abundance the series will take up two important 
questions arise.  What does it mean to be a steward of God’s grace?  How 
are we called, empowered, and able to live as 
faithful stewards?  

 

9/27 Stewards: Blessed and Called  

10/4 Stewards: Gifted and Entrusted 

10/11 Stewards: Loved and Sent 

10/18 Stewards: Claimed and Committed 

OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER  AT  
ST. MARK’S 

Sundays  
9:00am - Drive-Up Church in the 
                 FLC Parking Lot 
 

Sundays On ZOOM 

10:00am - Sunday School for Families 
                   1st and 3rd Sundays  
10:00am - Confirmation Class on 
                   2nd & 4th Sundays 

11:00am - Worship Services 
 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays 12:30 - 1pm 
Sheepfold Conversations  
 

Bible Study Wednesdays on ZOOM 
6:05pm - Fellowship 
6:30pm - Bible Study on Philippians 
 

Anytime 
www.smarklc.org  
YouTube.com 
Facebook.com - Links  
DVD’s of recorded services  
Christ in our Home devotional 
 

Call the Church Office  
Schedule a Pastoral Visitation  

CONGREGATION IN PERSON 
GATHERINGS IN THIS TIME 

 

Physical gatherings are cancelled 
due to the Stay at Home orders of 
Governor Roy Cooper related to 
the Covid-19 virus.  The Council 
will continue to assess when and 
how we can and will be able to 
gather when it is safe and clear to 
do so.  At this time, St. Mark’s will 
do only graveside services with 
memorial services to follow at a 
later time.  

Veteran’s Day Recognition is Coming!  November 8 

Photos Requested for Veteran’s Day Presentation  
 

Over the years we have put together a slide 
presentation of images of those of St. Mark’s who 
have served in the Armed Forces.  We also have 
included images of those who currently serve.  
 

Thank you for all that who in the past have  
provided the images and necessary information 
that we will continue to use.   

 

If you know of someone who needs to be added to our presentation, 
PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:  1) A clear image of that person, and if 
possible, in uniform; 2) Branch of service, and rank; 3) Where served 
and years of service; 4) Awards given.  

You may send via email to secretary@smarklc.org   
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A NEW PRAYER TEAM IS BEING FORMED 
In our series, "Setting Sail with the Spirit," the importance of individual 
and communal prayer was highlighted.  After reflection and discernment, 
the formulation of a St. Mark's Prayer Team has begun. The purpose of 
this team will be to offer support to the ministries and mission of St. 
Mark's through regular prayer times together. This team will meet at 
least monthly to pray for those on our prayer list and also for the mission 
and vision of the church inviting the Holy Spirit to dwell with, to move in, 
and through us, now and for our future. If you are interested in joining 
this exciting venture of prayer, please contact either Pastor Gary or  
Pastor Heather. Look for more in the future as we schedule our first meeting via ZOOM.   

 

Bible Study on Philippians Wednesdays 9/30 to 11/18  
Time 6:30-7:30, Fellowship 6:05-6:30  

Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi is a letter of joy, thanksgiving, and encouragement to the first 
church on Greek, European soil.  Paul’s tone and the content of his letter are remarkable given that 
Paul was imprisoned at the time he wrote it.  We will walk through the letter over this 8 week peri-
od.  In the letter Paul speaks of:  1) the faith that enables him and them to endure hardship in 
hope; 2) the call to become like Christ demonstrated by his own example; 3) the righteousness of 
God given and known in Christ through faith; and, 4) the extent to which the community’s support 
for him and the gospel has proclaimed the gospel.   

The Bible Study Guide is the book by N.T. Wright, Philippians, 8 Studies for Individuals and Groups.  
The cost for the book is $9.00, and there are books currently available in the church office.  

This is by way of ZOOM and does not REQUIRE INTERNET ACCESS.  To join by phone, call 1 929 205 6099  Meeting 
ID: 837 8792 1363 Passcode: 912945  To join by Zoom, type www.zoom.us/join in your web browser and the 
Meeting ID: 837 8792 1363 Passcode: 912945 

St. Mark’s Opportunities For You 

Dear St. Mark's Disciples,  

On September 8, I awoke with what I thought was a pulled muscle in my back.  The soreness increased throughout 
that week and on Friday, September 11, I began to lose feeling in my left foot.  As the day progressed the numbness 
and tingling continued up my leg and moved into my right foot.  The next day, I went to Urgent Care to see if I had a 
disc or muscle problem in my back and was sent to the hospital because of the numbness in both of my legs and al-
so in my abdomen and back.  At this time, we still do not know what the cause is for my numbness and discomfort 
which I still have. Thankfully, the steroids I have taken have helped to return some feeling to my legs and I am able 
to move around much better.  What we do know if that I have what is called Transverse Myelitis which is an inflam-
mation in the Central Nervous System.  I am currently working with my doctors to try to determine the root cause of 
this problem.  Thankfully many big things have been eliminated such as ALS, MS, Guillain-Barre disease, Lyme Dis-
ease, and Lupus. I appreciate the notes I have received upon your hearing that I was not feeling well.  Please contin-
ue to hold me in your prayers during this time.  I love you all and  continue to pray for you all too. 

Leaning into God's Hands, Pastor Heather 

A Note From Pastor Heather Regarding Her Health 

http://www.zoom.us/join
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 CHRIST IN OUR HOME 

October, November, December  
Daily Devotionals have arrived. 

If you would like one mailed to you, please call the 
church office at 828-459-2161. 

Let us know if you want a large print copy. 

Worship Attendance 

                             Drive Up                      On Zoom 

September 13         74                                   6 

September 20         68                                   9 

SHEEPFOLD CONVERSATIONS TO CONTINUE WITH CHANGE 

 

On September 16, Pastor Heather and I completed the rotation of  
Sheepfold conversations with the entire congregation. They were offered 
to give every household the opportunity to meet with us, also with each 
other to share, to ask questions of us and the Congregation Council, and 
to express any needs that we and those of the congregation offer our 
prayers and assistance.  Many thanks to those who participated.   

As we move forward, we will continue to offer Sheepfold Conversations 
in the following manner.  Each month on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
from 12:30-1:00 Pastor Heather and I will be available to you for  
conversation by way of Zoom.  We invite you to join us at one of those times to share, to ask questions, and to let 
us know of any needs you might have.  No internet service is required, and you may call in using a landline or cell-
phone. Of course, if you have internet service may sign in online with audio and/or video for the conversation.   The 
information for joining in the conversation is below.  

 

To join by telephone only call 1 929-205-6099 and use same meeting ID and password. 

To join, go to www.zoom.us/join - Meeting ID 873 2963 4125 and password 014472  

St. Mark’s Notices 

Baptism of Deacon Alex Sestric, September 20, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations Alex, Allyson and Deacon! 

Thank you for all of the kind notes and calls   
congratulating me on the birth of my first  
grandbaby! I am so excited to finally be a memew!  
Mary Willis 

 Betty Cloninger has moved in with her     
 daughter. Her new contact information is:  
 
 Betty Cloninger C/O Gail Wartner 
 3775 Bethany Church Road 
 Claremont, NC 28610 
 828-638-0878 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER AT ST. MARK’S 

Sundays - Worship / Faith Formation 

9:00am - Drive-Up Church  - Enter from Main Street, Exit on Anderson 
10:00am - Confirmation Class, 2nd & 4th Sundays  
11:00am -  Worship Services on Zoom ZOOM (type in your web browser zoom.us.join)  
Meeting ID: 851 8160 4652    Password: 452012 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays 12:30 - 1:00pm Meeting ID: 873 2963 4125    Password: 014472 
Sheepfold conversations  

Wednesday Fellowship and Bible Study Meeting ID: 837 8792 1363     Passcode: 912945 

6:05pm, Fellowship  
6:30pm, Study of Philippians  
            

Anytime  
www.smarklc.org 
YouTube.com 
Facebook.com - Links  
DVD’s of recorded services - call the office 
Christ in our Home devotional - call the office 

ST. MARK’S CALENDAR 

September 

9/21— 6:00pm, Congregation Council (FLC) 
9/23— Newsletter mailed  
9/23— 6:05pm, Fellowship on Zoom 
9/23— 6:30pm, Bible Study on Philippians  
9/24— 1:00 - 4:00pm Flu Shot Clinic (FLC)  
9/27— 10:00am, Confirmation Class on Zoom  
9/30— 6:05pm, Fellowship on Zoom  
9/30— 6:30pm, Bible Study on Philippians 

October 

10/4— Fall Thankoffering Sunday  
10/5— 6:30pm, Support Team 
10/6— 6:00pm, Regathering Task Force  
10/7— 12:30pm, Sheepfold Conversation on Zoom  
10/7— 6:05pm, Fellowship on Zoom  
10/7— 6:30pm, Bible Study on Philippians 
10/7— Newsletter mailed 
10/11— 10:00am, Confirmation Class on Zoom 
10/12— 6:30pm, Learning Team, (FLC and ZOOM)  
10/12— 10/17, Pastor Gary away 
10/13— 6:00pm, Property Team  
10/14— 6:05pm, Fellowship on Zoom  
10/14— 6:30pm, Bible Study on Philippians  
10/18— Commitment Sunday  
10/19— 6:00pm, Congregation Council Meeting 

10/21— Newsletter mailed 
10/21— 12:30pm, Sheepfold Conversation 
10/21— 6:05pm, Fellowship on Zoom  
10/21— 6:30pm, Bible Study on Philippians  
10/25— Reformation/Confirmation Sunday  
10/25— 10:00am, Confirmation Class on Zoom  
10/28— 6:05pm, Fellowship on Zoom  
10/28— 6:30pm, Bible Study on Philippians  
10/28— 10/31, Pastor Heather away 
10/31— Claremont Community Trunk or Treat 
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Friends and Extended Family Members 
Raymond Boger  
Elden Bojarski  
Karen Campbell 
Wayne Carpenter 
Jimmy Christenbury  
Jessica Gouge 
Leola Haddock 
Vicki Haddock 
Greg Hollar 
Pao Huang   
Rosemary Isaac 

Dale Lafone 
Randy Neil 
Martin Pannell 
Alex Patterson 
Katlyn May Poovey 
Diane Sane 
Mark Sepulvador 
Jim & Sharlene Shoemate 
Kathleen Sigmon 
Ruth Watson 
Maureen Williams 

Those Who are Serving in our Military 

Ashley Carpenter  
Mark Dickey 
Zachary Gardner 
Matt Hall 

Bryant Helvie  
Korbin Nash 
Caleb Waters 

St. Mark’s Church Prayer Concerns - Acute/Recent 
Illness/hospitalizations/procedure 
Jim Aaron 
Gary Carpenter 
Jim Carpenter 
Susan Carpenter 
Jackie Devlin 
Kathy Gibson 

Loretta Gilbert 
Carol Hollar 
Celia Hollar 
Kay Nash 
Joanne Parker 
Kaye Shaffer 

Johnny Sigmon 
Dee Stewart  
Chuck Watson 

St. Mark’s Church Family - Ongoing Health Issues 

Jim Aaron 
Mike Baker 
Sheila Brake 
Earlene Byrd 
Gary Carpenter 
Eva Cloninger 
Jackie Devlin 
Alanna Dotson 
Mike Evans 

Loretta Gilbert 
Carol Hollar 
Monica Herman 
Mary Kornegay 
Inabelle Little 
Bill Little 
Judy Little 
Kay Nash  

Joanne Parker  
Betty Powell 
Carolyn Sigmon  
Maebelle Sigmon 
Shirley Sigmon 
Carolyn Sherrill 
Dee Stewart  
 

St. Mark’s Intercessory Prayer List 
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St. Mark’s Memorials and Honorariums 

To St. Mark’s 
In memory of Joyce Setzer from Nicky & Evelyn Setzer 
In memory of Joyce Setzer from Hickory Saw and Tool 
In memory of Joyce Setzer from M&M Bobby West 
In memory of Joyce Setzer from Patricia Evans 
In memory of Joyce Setzer from Tommy & Jan McLemore 
In memory of Joyce Setzer from Conover Farmers’ Market 
To the Alex Calvin Sigmon Memorial Camping Scholarship Fund 
In memory of Miriam Neumaier from Sue Karen Falls 
In memory of Miriam Neumaier from Michael Sigmon 
In memory of Miriam Neumaier from Chris Finke AEC 
In memory of Miriam Neumaier from Donna & Chris Reese 
In memory of Miriam Neumaier from William B Orkin Foundation 
In memory of Miriam Neumaier from Richard & Susie Conley 
In memory of Miriam Neumaier from Mr. & Mrs. William Gilbert 
In memory of Miriam Neumaier from Barbara Moser 

 

 

 

 

Report from the Regathering Task Group 

The group met on September 15th to review and to assess where we are with the prospect of physically regathering 
in our facility given CoVid 19.  While the group is anxious to regather, given that we are not in Phase 3 and given that 
CoVid 19 poses a risk and threat to our people, many whom are most vulnerable, a recommendation was not made 
as to when we would physically regather.  However, in anticipation of the time when it will be safe to regather, the 
group will work on the logistics and plans of how we will be able to safely regather within our facility when we are in 
Phase 3.   

Fall Thankoffering will be Sunday October 4th.  

 

 

 

The Fall ThankOffering was established at St. Mark’s in 1933 in order to 

fund special projects within the church. This year’s designation of the 

Fall ThankOffering will be for Property Maintenance and Repairs. 

Please place your Fall ThankOffering in the offering basket or mail it 

into the church.  

St. Mark’s Financial Report 

                   Income                          Expenses        .              

August   $  27,683.05                   $  30,470.57 

YTD        $216,779.18                   $255,842.90 

                             All bills are paid 

St. Mark’s Notices 

MEALS ARE AVAILABLE FOR YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s has provided over 1000 meals  in the 
past few months. The food ministry is cooking 
weekly and our Care Touch Team members are 
delivering safely to those in need.  Please con-
tact the church office and let us know how many  
people are in your household if you would like 
meals delivered. 
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Taking Faith Home 

September 27th, 2020 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost – God directs our ways. 
Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 21:23-32; Monday: Ezekiel 18:1-3, 25-32; Tuesday: Philippians 2:1-13; 
Wed: Exodus 17:1-17; Thursday: Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Friday: James 1:19-27; Saturday: Psalm 25:1-9 
A Prayer for the Week: Dear God, teach us to know your ways and to do them with humility and compassion for all that you 
have created through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Mealtime Prayer: Good and gracious God, we thank you for providing for our every need, including the gift of this food; we 
pray through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
A Blessing to Give: May God guide you in the way of truth and guard your life with steadfast love and faithfulness.  
Devotions Read Philippians 2:1-13. The Apostle Paul speaks to the church at Philippi and encourages the people to live with 
others with humility (vv. 3-4). He uses Christ as our model for this way of life as Christ Jesus took on our human existence and 
“humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death” (v. 8). With this as a guide, Paul exhorts believers to pursue the 
Christian life because it matters to others, to the world, and to God. Knowing how hard it is to live this life faithfully, he states, 
“work out our salvation in fear and trembling” (v. 12b). But this is not a fear that prevents us from acting. It is actually a sense 
of awe and reverence that frees us to live and act because God is with us, behind and in front of us in both our actions and our 
very desire to do the will of God (v. 13). It can be overwhelming to wonder how to live as a Christian. Paul encourages us to go 
forth with humility to love others and trust God. Think of a situation that is hard for you to know what you should do. When 
this happens, pray to God for wisdom and faith to act with love and humility. Pray: God of justice and mercy, guide our days 
and our deeds in the peace of Christ. Amen. 
Service In Philippians 2, Paul is asking us to imitate Jesus by being of the same mind and showing compassion, love, and humili-
ty to others. Showing interest in others by listening and praying for them is one way to be compassionate. Be mindful of listen-
ing closely to the conversations you have with others. 
Rituals and Traditions Lifting our hands is one way to show praise to God. In the Old Testament there are people (like Leah and 
Moses) who lift their hands in praise to God. This is an ancient pose of prayer and a motion used to open a person to receiving 
God’s blessing. Lift your hands and pray daily this week: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust. Amen. 
(Psalm 25:1-2a) 
 
October 4, 20, 2020 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost We want to know Christ Jesus. 
Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 21:33-46; Monday: Isaiah 5:1-7; Tuesday: Philippians 3:4b-14; Wednes-
day: Exodus 20:1-20; Thursday: Psalm 19; Friday: 1 Peter 2:1-10; Sat: Psalm 80:7-15 
A Prayer for the Week: Almighty God, help us to trust that in your death there is eternal life and in suffering there is the power 
of love through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Mealtime Prayer: Nurturing God, we thank you for this food; help us to use food wisely so that others may have enough to eat. 
Amen 
A Blessing to Give: May God bless you to know Christ and the power of his resurrection. (Philippians 3:10)   
Devotions: Read: Philippians 3:4b-14. We don’t get it. According to research on American religious views, we want to be saved 
by God because we are “good people.” We prefer to rely on our own merits rather than trust the power of Christ’s death and 
resurrection that conquers our sin. Perhaps this is part of the sinful self-centeredness that Christ comes to cleanse us of. Paul 
writes to the church at Philippi and points out that if anyone has a claim to self-righteousness based on the law that measures 
our goodness, Paul would be pretty unbeatable; he would be “blameless” (v. 6). But he counts all of his religious success as 
“loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (v. 8). The truly amazing part of his testimony is that 
knowing Christ does not free him from suffering; he is not concerned about why “bad things happen to good people.” Paul an-
nounces his freedom to suffer with Christ. This “theology of the cross” sees life in death, sees joy in suffering and sees hope in 
despair. Paul presses “on to make it my own” (v. 12). He is announcing a view of life, and this way of life sees Christ as the 
source of all our hopes of salvation. How is freedom from judging our own goodness important to our salvation? Pray: Dear 
God, help us to know Jesus; may we focus our attention on the needs of others and to care for them through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Service: Grapevines and vineyards are written about more than any other plant in the Bible. They were important in Biblical 
times and part of the culture. They were often used as symbols of producing fruit. In this context, fruit means one’s actions that 
come from the heart. Place grapes in a bowl and as you eat them, think about what it means for you to produce good fruits 
(take positive actions). What positive actions can you take to care for others?  
Rituals and Traditions In Philippians 3, Paul talks about pressing towards the goal to reach the prize of knowing Christ Jesus. 
Think about a time you tried to reach a goal. What happened? Whether we reach the goal or not, God is always with us. Pray: 
Lord, help us to keep our eye on the goal, the prize of the “heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” Amen. 



8 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 550 

3216 West Main Street 

Claremont, NC 28610 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

Permit #2  

U.S. Postage 

P A I D 

Claremont, NC 

Congregation Council meets on October 19th,  at 6pm.  
 

Next newsletter mailing will be October 7th. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 
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Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 
                              St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Claremont, NC                                                    
                    

Congregation Council 
 

 2020   2021   2022  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 
                            The year denotes rotation off the council. 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist                                                            
(828-459-2161) 
Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist        
(828-459-2161)  
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net                      (828-459-2873) 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
 

Mary Willis: Administrative Assistant  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 

Mark Oakley: Church Custodian  (828-459-2161) 

Nikki Aiken: Church Custodian   (828-459-2161) 


