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LOVING GENEROUSLY
STEWARDSHIP SERIES 2016
SUNDAYS,
SEPTEMBER 18 – OCTOBER 16
Worship Schedule
8:15 am Contemporary
9:20 am Sunday Brew
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Traditional
September 18
Eighteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
September 25
Nineteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
October 2
Twentieth Sunday
after Pentecost
October 9
Twenty-first Sunday
after Pentecost

Beginning on Sunday, September 18 through October 16, during our worship
times we will take up the theme of what it means to be stewards whose lives are
marked by “Loving Generously.” Once again we will follow the Donovan family
and Re through video as they learn what it is to love generously, and to teach us
how we can do the same. The videos will serve as visual narratives for teaching
not just the stewardship of money but, more importantly, in genuinely giving
ourselves for and to others in many different ways. We are blessed to be a
blessing, not only with what we have but with who we are, and whom we
welcome into and serve in our lives.

We love because Christ first loved us. We can be generous with what we have
and who we are relationally because Christ is/was generous to us. We reach out
to and accept the unlovable because He shows/showed us how. We welcome
others - the least to the greatest without distinction to our table because He
invites and welcomes us to His table. Loving Generously is the essence of Gospel
living!
To explore the essence of Gospel living over the 5 week series we will explore
who it is and why we invite others into our lives; will assess what it is we own, or
what owns us; will examine the walls that often exist between ourselves and
others; will see that radical generosity is often followed by resistance; and will
take up the importance of building genuine community as we share generously
“one to another.”

Seminarian Daniel Locke, and Spouse Sarah Locke, to Visit on September 18
Native son, Daniel Locke, and spouse, Sarah will visit with us on September 18. Daniel and
Sarah are just starting their final year at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. They both
are in the process of seeking approval for ordination. Daniel and Sarah got married in August
2015, and left immediately to go to Kuala Lampur, Malaysia. While there for a year, Sarah
completed her internship year at Luther House Chapel, and Daniel worked in a pastoral
capacity with a Bangsor Lutheran Church. Please plan to be present to welcome Daniel and
Sarah on the 18th. He will be present after each worship service to meet and greet. He will
assist in both services that day and briefly share some of his experience with us.
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YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY
ACOLYTE REVIEW AND TRAINING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
AT 7 PM IN NAVE

CONFIRMATION STUDENTS & PARENTS MEETING
WITH PASTOR GARY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 AT 9:30 AM
PARISH HALL “FAITH” SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS ROOM

All 7th and 8th grade youth planning to attend St. Mark’s
Confirmation Program,
along with their parents,
are asked to attend the
meeting in the Parish Hall at 9:30 am on September 18.
Pastor Gary will review plans and expectations for this
year’s catechism class. Confirmation classes will start on
October 2.
VOLUNTEERS FOR CLAREMONT DAZE ON OCTOBER 1
A volunteer is still
needed to coordinate
the youth at the St.
Mark’s booths at
Claremont Daze on
October 1. Some of the proceeds from this booth will
go toward helping the fund for the 2018 ELCA Youth
Gathering in Houston.
YOUTH TRIP TO SCAROWINDS ON OCTOBER 30
Plans are being made for a youth
trip to Scarowinds the evening of
October 30. Kerri Nash has agreed
to chaperone. School is out the
following day so everyone can sleep in after the
adventure.
CANDY FOR TRUNK OR TREAT ON OCTOBER 31
Please drop off candy donations
for Trunk or Treat to the
designated bins in the church
foyer.
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“ONE”DERFUL WEDNESDAYS
(SEPTEMBER 14 - NOVEMBER 16)
“One”derful Wednesdays will begin
with a meal in the Family Life Center
served from 5:15 - 5:55 pm. The
suggested donation is $5 adults and
youth (12 & up) and $3 for children.
Menus:
9/14 Barbecue, (hot dogs and buns for kids and those
who don't like BBQ), slaw, baked beans, fries, and rolls
9/21 Spaghetti with meat sauce, salad, bread
9/28 Salads galore! (garden, chicken, pasta, potato,
and more), croissants
Following dinner, from 6-7 pm, there will be
recreation, music and Bible lessons youth and children.
For adults, the study will meet in the lounge, and is
called “Graced Pathways For Spiritual Growth III.” The
study will examine and explore the graced pathways or
disciplines that will help us grow in our Christian life.
The source texts for the class are: the Bible, and
Richard Foster’s book - Celebration of Discipline: The
Path to Spiritual Growth. The time together will include
prayer, bible study, video presentations, group
exercises and discussion. Book cost is $12. This is the
continuation of last spring’s sessions but you need not
have attended to participate in this session.

Food Pantry
Needs Donations
There have been increased
requests for food. St. Mark’s
recently distributed five bags
of food directly to families.
A total of 88 pounds of food was also delivered to
ECCCM. Special thanks to Nicky Setzer, Dotty Isenhour,
and Chris Cloninger for loading and delivering the food
and to Harriett Dotson for packaging the food for
delivery.
The monthly collection of food for ECCCM is on the
third Sunday (September 18). Please place food
donations in the bin in the church foyer to help stock
ECCCM and St. Mark’s food pantry. Thanks for your
continuing support!

Claremont Daze Schedule

St. Mark’s Booths at Claremont Daze

Come out and enjoy great music, great food and some of
the best fellowship you can find. Claremont Daze 2016
will hold lots of entertainment. This year the town will
offer two stages. The main stage will be in the City Hall
parking lot. A second stage will be set up in the parking
lot at St. Mark's Lutheran Church.

The town has given the church five free spots in
exchange for using the church parking lot for the
second music stage. Several ministry teams have
decided to combine the booths. At this time, the plan
is to feature quilts, candles, cookbooks, baked goods,
corn dogs, and St. Mark’s glassware. Volunteers are
still needed. Please contact the church office if you
would like to be part of the fun!

Main Stage will offer music by Tyler Hatley and the
Little Mountain Band on Friday, September 30, at 7 pm.
On the Main Stage on Saturday, October 1







Friends of Christ at 9 am
Sigmon Stringers at 10 am
TNT at 12 pm
Patty M at 2 pm
Nunya Business at 4 pm
Kimber Lane at 7 pm

Parents of youth who are eligible to attend the 2018
Youth Gathering in Houston are especially
encouraged to volunteer. Leadership is needed to
facilitate the participation of St. Mark’s youth at
Claremont Daze as a portion of the proceeds from
the booth will benefit the fund for the Gathering.
(Eligible youth will be in the 8th - 12th grades in
2017-2018).

On the Stage at St Mark's on Saturday, October 1








St Mark's Praise Team at 9 am
Servants Voices at 10:15 am
The Cockman Family at 11:30 am
Faith Baptist Youth Choir at 12:45 pm
The Webb Family at 2 pm
The Cockman Family at 3:45 pm
The Gospelairs at 5 pm
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Ministry Team Booths
at Claremont Daze

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA
The quarterly General Meeting will be held at St.
Mark’s on Sunday, September 18 at 3 pm in the
Parish Hall.
Catawba Conference Fall Gathering at Old St. Paul’s,
Newton on Saturday, September 24 will be 9-12 pm
with lunch to follow. Please make reservations with
Karen Hunt (finsec@stmarksclaremont.org) by
noon on Monday, September 19.
Board Meeting will be October 4 at 7 pm.

PHOTOS FOR VETERANS PRESENTATION
Plans are being made for slide presentation honoring
our veterans during worship on Sunday, November 13.
Please submit photos, new and old, to the church office
of our veterans, especially in uniform.
Be sure to include a note with photos explaining who,
where, and when. Feel free to include stories as well. If
you wish to submit a photo but don’t want leave it, the
church office staff can scan it and return it to you while
you wait. (Email: churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org)

Women’s Bible Study is October 18 at 11 am in the
lounge. Tina Simmons will lead. All are invited for
lunch following the meeting with the Younger than
Springtime group.
Contact Tamarah Hefner (459-7053) or go to
website: www.ncwelca.org.

2016 ALTAR FLOWERS DATES
Please reserve your dates for this year’s altar
flowers. To reserve a Sunday, please contact
Maebelle Sigmon at (828) 459-7387. Then contact
the office at churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org or
(828) 459 2161 to provide the dedication for the
bulletin. The cost of flowers is $54.
UPCOMING DATES
09/18—Henry & Ellen Hunt 09/25—Harriet Dotson
10/02—Charles Pope
10/09—Open
10/16—Open
10/23—Open

THE FALL THANKOFFERING
WILL BE RECEIVED ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2
The Congregation Council will designate a building
maintenance and repair project at St. Mark’s for
these funds.
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OUR SYMPATHIES TO THOSE WHO HAVE
RECENTLY LOST LOVED ONES
Milton H. Cline (September 9), brother of Marie Deal
Rena Marlow (September 9), sister of Cathy Sigmon

FREE
GREETING
CARDS
AVAILABLE
All occasion
cards are
available in the
narthex
(Cry Room).
If you think of
someone, why
not take a
moment to send
a card and let
them know you
care!

RALLY DAY SNAPSHOTS

Many thanks to Kermit and Kay Nash for hosting Rally Day in
their beautiful Kermit’s Park. Thanks to the Praise Team for
their leadership. Everyone seemed to enjoy the worship,
fellowship and preparation for the new school year! Special
thanks to all of the ministry teams who worked together to
make this event happen. Thanks to Judy Smyre for the photos.
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STEWARDS OF GOD’S LOVE FOCUS
THREE MOVEMENTS: DOWN, IN AND OUT
“IN: WHAT GOD HAS ENTRUSTED TO OUR CARE”

DOWN

OUT

OUT

IN

DOWN, IN, AND OUT:
LOVING GOD
AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR
When we practice stewardship in
this way we are making the sign of
the cross.
God makes the first vertical line
DOWN; we follow by moving IN to
the center and then OUT to our
neighbors on either side both near
and far.
We form a cross with our lives and
through our faith, we are marked
with the cross of Christ forever.
excerpted from ELCA resource

“Stewards of God’s Love, A Year-round
Guide to Stewardship in your
Congregation.”

Stewardship encompasses so much
more than money. It calls for
integration between our faith and
the way that we live our lives.
According to Clarence Stoughton,
former president of Wittenberg
University, stewardship is
everything we do after we say “I
believe.” It is the way in which we
use all of the resources that God
has entrusted to our care so that
we can love God and our neighbor.
This week, let’s look at what it
means to follow God by moving IN
to the center.
As Peter writes, “Like good
stewards of the manifold grace of
God, serve one another with
whatever gift each of you has
received” (1 Peter 4:10). How might
God be calling us to use our time
and our unique gifts to love God
and our neighbors?
Jesus talks about money more than
any other subject except the
kingdom of God. Money is a
powerful resource because it has
the ability to take our heart with it.
As Jesus said, “Where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also”
(Luke 12:34).
How is God calling us to use all of
our money, not just the portion
that we give to this congregation,
to love God and our neighbor?

STEWARDS OF TIME
Key message: We are busy
people! God has given us 24
hours in each day to live,
work, serve and praise. How
are we using our time? How
might we best steward the
time that God has given to us,
as individuals
and a congregation, to love
God and our neighbor?
Bible verses:
Matthew 25:1-13
Proverbs 31:10-31
Exodus 20:8-11
What would it look like to
give a percentage of our time
away to serve our neighbor?
Maybe not 10%, but what
about 1% percent (1.5 hours a
week) or 2% (3 hours a week)?
Ask people to pledge a
percentage of their time that
they plan to give over the next
year inside and outside of the
congregation. We are a church
that rolls up our sleeves and
gets to work.
Personal focus: What are we
doing with the days that God
has entrusted to us? How
might we use our time to love
God and our neighbor?

Sponsored by the St. Mark’s Support Team: Over the course of the year,
you will hear from one of the Ministry Teams in the second edition of
each month in the newsletter, and then briefly as we gather for worship
on the fourth Sunday of the month.

ASSIGNED TEAM FOR SEPTEMBER 25 IS THE LEARNING TEAM
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s
In Memory Of:
None Received

In Honor Of:
None Received

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s Preschool
In Memory Of:

In Honor Of:

None Received

None Received

FINANCE TEAM BEGINS
WORK ON 2017 BUDGET

Worship Attendance:
8/29 - 120

9/4 - 172

9/11 - 184

Ministry Financial Update as of July 31, 2016
Reported as of
General Fund Receipts
Expenses (includes payable)

July 31
$29,353.11
$34,503.01

Year to Date
$198,718.12
$212,990.26

Total Collected for Youth Fund from Grandparents Bulletin - $107
Total collected to send to
Lutheran Disaster for
West Virginia Flooding $1335

The Finance Team began
working on the 2017 budget
on September 13 and needs
all Ministry Teams to have
their budget information
turned in. Council members
are reminded to put their
team’s budget info in the
Finance Team in-box in the
copy room or send via email
to any Finance team member.
Thanks for your help!
Finance Team Members:
Doug Brown, Nick Setzer, Tim
Carpenter, and Bill Dotson

August 30, 2016
Dear St. Mark’s Lutheran,
Thank you for your recent gift of $4,064.65 to ELCA World Hunger. Your generous spirit is
a beautiful reflection of God’s love.
This is the year of ELCA World Hunger in Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the
ELCA, and we are particularly grateful for your gift to this signature ministry of the church!
Your generous support provides water and hygiene programs, agriculture and animal
husbandry, health clinics and micro loans, and education and advocacy for communities in
need in more than 60 countries including the United States.
During this season of Pentecost when our churches are dressed in green, we are reminded
that God supplies abundance and invites us to share with all in need. Thank you for
responding in faith, walking with ELCA World Hunger companion churches and partners to
address hunger and poverty. We truly do more together than we could do alone.
Until all are fed,
The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal
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Run with “Team Rita” in the P.J. Stanley 5K Run
The P.J. Stanley
Memorial Scholarship
fund provides tuition
assistance to graduating
high school and
community college
students pursuing
careers in Law
Enforcement, EMS,
Rescue, and Fire fields at
either Catawba Valley
Community College or Mitchell Community College. P.J.
Stanley was a leader in the Claremont community and
worked/taught throughout his life to make a positive
difference by serving in these fields and teaching those
who wanted to follow in his footsteps.
For added interest to St. Mark’s members, a team is being
put together to help raise money for the P.J. Stanley
Memorial Scholarship Fund while also supporting one of
our own—Rita Busbee, as she continues her fight with
lung cancer. “Team Rita” will show their support for Rita
by participating in the 5K or 1 mile fun walk. Being an
educator herself, Rita was excited about the use of the
funds in her honor to be used in memory of P.J.
Each team member will wear a special “Team Rita” shirt
during the event while also contributing to the P.J. fund.
The registration of $25 entry fee (all money goes to the
scholarship fund) can be submitted online at
cityofclaremont.org or in person at City Hall.
The P.J. Stanley Memorial 5K and Fun Run will be held on
Saturday, October 15, at 8:30 am at the Claremont Park.
All the funds go into the scholarship fund. Two $1,000
scholarships will be awarded each semester to students
going into emergency services careers.
Come out for a fun day while supporting Rita and
donating to the P.J. Stanley Memorial Scholarship Fund as
we support our next generation of police officers,
firefighters, EMS technicians, and Rescue Squad
Responders.
To be part of “Team Rita” and get your race day T-shirt,
contact Sandy Sherrill (sandybs310@yahoo.com or 828302-7240).
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Honoring Our First Responders:
Police, EMT, and Firemen
Please take a moment to sign the card in the
Eastern Alcove (next to the Sunday brew table)
on Sunday mornings. The Witness & Social
Ministry team will serve lunch for local fire,
police, and emergency workers at some point
during the month of October in honor of God’s
Work Our Hands. The card will be presented to
the Emergency Responders at that time. Details
to follow.

Opportunity to Serve
Catawba County Backpack Mission: To provide
weekend nourishment to students in Catawba
County who are hungry on the weekends. The
Program provides each child with dinners,
lunches, breakfasts, and snacks each weekend
throughout the school year.
The Social Ministry team at
St. Mark’s will fill backpacks
on Thursdays during
November. It takes 45
minutes to pack 82 bags for
our school’s kids in need. The
children take the food home
on Fridays to meet their weekend’s needs. If you
would like to help, contact Rocky Miller (828-4591219 or lanemiller@charter.net).
St. Mark’s provides the funds to purchase
November’s food, plus two other months, during
the school year. The cost is approximately $1400
for a month. Cargo Transporters donated $750
for three months of food this year. We
appreciate their excellent help again!
Donations are still needed. Please use the
Backpack envelopes and place donations in the
offering plate.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE FALL EVENTS
“One”derful Wednesdays (September 14 - November 16)
Acolyte Training (September 14)

Stewardship “Loving Generously” (September 18 - October 16)
Seminarian Daniel Locke in worship (September 18)
Confirmation Meeting (September 18)
NC W-ELCA General Meeting (September 18)
Faith Alive Confirmation Retreat at Lutheridge (September 23 — 25)
NC W-ELCA Catawba Fall Conference at St. Paul’s (September 24)
Pastor Gary at Fall Convocation (September 26 - 28)
Claremont Daze (September 30 - October 1)
NC W-ELCA Retreat in Blowing Rock (September 30 - October 2)
Fall ThankOffering (October 2)
NC W-ELCA Board Meeting (October 4)
Women’s Bible Study (October 18)
Younger than Springtime (October 18)
Generosity Sunday – Breakfast between Services (October 16)
Youth Trip to Scarowinds (October 30)
Trunk or Treat (October 31)
Honoring our Veterans (November 13)
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Minutes from the August Council Meeting
August 15, 2016 at 6 p.m.
Roll call: Present: Nicky Setzer, Teresa Rozelle,
Bill Dotson, Kerri Nash, Cathy Sigmon, Melanie
Sigmon, Rocky Miller, Scott Ramsey, Carol Schaffer,
Aron Carpenter, Pastor Gary Haddock. Excused:
Michael Korn, Terry Hefner

Learning: Written report, also to meet on 8/21 at
10:30 am

Call to Order and Opening Prayer: Nicky Setzer
Presiding, Prayer: Pastor Haddock

Congregational Care: Written report

Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted. Pastor
highlighted and specified the need for persons to
teach and chaperone given Susan’s departure as
Youth and Family Director, and that he will publicize
the need to the congregation.

Witness: Written report
Youth: Written report

Property: Written report, updates were given on
repairing the water damage in one of the
Preschool’s classrooms.
Fellowship: Oral report
Preschool: There is one opening in 4 year class

Team Reports:
Personnel: Update on hiring and work performance
of new staff Jordan Moretz and Lisa Underwood. With
Susan Tucker’s departure as Youth and Family
Director, there was a recommendation that a task
group be appointed to explore steps to fill the
position. Action Item: The motion was made that the
Executive Team be appointed along with Dale Sherrill,
Donna Evans, and Pastor Haddock to be the task
group to explore replacement of the Youth and
Family Director. Motion seconded, and passed
unanimously. Action Item: Motion that Lisa
Underwood’s pay per hour be raised to $14 an hour
was made, seconded, and then unanimously adopted.

Global Missions: No report

Finance: All bills are paid and up to date, and there
is money on hand for ministry needs.

Adjournment and Lords Prayer

Worship and Music: Action Item: Given the need to
replace the piano in the Chancel Choir Room, and the
need to purchase a piano for our Chancel for choir
use, the Worship and Music Team recommended to
Council that a grand piano be purchased at a cost of
$9000, with $2500 coming from the Chancel Choir
Restricted Fund line item, and that the balance come
from undesignated Memorial Funds. It was noted
that the proposed grand piano is in pristine, unused
condition and originally cost $39,000. Motion was
made to purchase the piano as per the Worship and
Music request, seconded, and then unanimously
passed.
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W-ELCA report: No report
Old Business: Matlock Auto Salvager, who had
applied for approval to re-zone the property off of
Hwy 70 for their use, adjacent to the Hollar property
of which St. Mark’s holds 50% interest, has
withdrawn their request for approval.
New Business: Our current constitution is being
reviewed and will be updated to mirror the ELCA’s
model constitution for congregations since ours has
not been updated to reflect amendment changes
made by the wider church since 2011.

Minutes from the Special Called Council Meeting
August 29, 2016 at 6 p.m.
Present: Pastor Haddock, Bill Dotson, Terry
Hefner, Kerri Nash, Teresa Rozzelle, Carol
Schaefer, Melanie Sigmon, Scott Ramsey, Aaron
Carpenter, Nicky Setzer, Dale Sherrill, Mike Korn.
Absent: Cathy Sigmon (excused). Also attending
was Dale Sherrill, representing the Personnel
Team.
Meeting Called to Order and Meeting Purpose:
The meeting was called to order by Vice President
Terry Hefner then opened with prayer by Pastor
Haddock. The purpose of the meeting was to
discuss how to move forward in replacing the
Youth and Family Director position at St. Mark’s.
Proposal: A presentation was made by Dale
Sherrill from the Council appointed Task Group
composed of the Executive Council and Personnel
Team to consider different options.
The Task Group considered 5 options:
1) Hire another Youth and Family Director
2) Hire an AIM – Associate in Ministry
3) Hire separate persons:
One for Youth, one for Family
4) Enter the Vicar Program
5) Call a Second Pastor
Of the five options, the Group recommended that
the congregation consider the possibility of calling
a second full time pastor to serve at St. Mark’s.
Dale Sherrill presented the 5 options along with
the combined expense for the Youth & Family
Minister Position and our part-time Associate for
Pastoral Care with considerations for the
feasibility of calling and financially affording a
second pastor. A simple draft of what an associate
pastor position might look like was presented. It
was noted that Pastor Paul is aware of this
possibility, understands the reasons for the
recommendation, and would positively support it.
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Action Item: The Executive Council recommended
to the Congregation Council the motion to
investigate the possibility of calling a second pastor
to take on the responsibilities of the Youth & Family
Director position, and to take the place of the
Associate for Pastoral Care position by Late Spring
into the Summer of 2017. The motion was
seconded.
In the discussion that followed, it was noted that
the congregation would be fully informed of the
exploratory process, would be part of the ongoing
discussion and reflection about the possibility, and
would ultimately make the decision on the call of a
second pastor. After considerable discussion, the
previous question was called, and the vote to
approve was unanimous.
Adjournment: Motion to adjourn was made, and
seconded. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned
with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Pastor Haddock—Senior Pastor gsh.elca@gmail.com (828-781-3060)
Pastor Christ—Associate for Pastoral Care paulernestchrist@yahoo.com (828-409-4681)
Lisa Underwood— Church Secretary churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org (828-459-2161)
Karen Hunt—Financial Secretary finsec@stmarksclaremont.org (828-459-2161)
Randyl Abernathy—Preschool Director stmarkspreschool@charter. net (828-459-2873)
Jordan Moretz—Praise Team Leader jordanbmoretz@yahoo.com (828-238-4695)

Myra Long—Chancel Choir Director/Organist longmyra@ymail.com (704-213-7623)

Newsletter Mailings/Congregation Council Meeting
The next mailing of the St. Mark’s Reminder will be on September 28. Please have information that
needs to be in the newsletter to the church secretary by Thursday, September 22.
The Congregation Council Meeting will be on Monday, September 19, at 6pm in the Lounge.
Leaders, please have your team reports to the church office by Thursday, September 15.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am - 4:00pm
Friday 8:30am - 12:30pm
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