
  

 

Our Mission 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

  To Make Disciples  

    To Embody Christ’s Love 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
August 5, 2020 

OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER  AT  
ST. MARK’S 

Sundays 

9:00am - Drive-Up Church in the 
Family Life Center Parking Lot 

ZOOM 

11:00am -  Worship Services 
 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays 12:30 - 1pm 

Sheepfold Conversations  
Look for your Invitation  
 

Anytime 

www.smarklc.org 
YouTube.com 
Facebook.com - Links 

DVD’s of recorded services 

Christ in our Home devotional 
 

Call the Church Office 

Schedule a Pastoral Visitation  

CONGREGATION  
IN PERSON GATHERINGS  

IN THIS TIME 

Physical gatherings are cancelled 
due to the Stay at Home orders 
of Governor Roy Cooper related 

to the Covid-19 virus.  The 
Council will continue to assess 
when and how we can and will 

be able to gather when it is safe 
and clear to do so.  At this time, 
St. Mark’s will do only graveside 
services with memorial services 

to follow at a later time.  

Announcing a New Sermon Series Beginning August 16 

The Heart of Discipleship 
 

What does it mean to be a disciple? I want to ask you to take few moments 
to think about that question. What comes to your mind? For me, what I 
think of is “one who follows.” For others, it might be “one who listens to 
and learns Jesus’ teaching.” Yet for another it might be “one who is a  
co-worker with Jesus”, or “one who emulates Jesus’ example.” In reality, all 
of these are correct and many more could be added to the list.    

 

What do you think are the central features of discipleship that are true  
regardless of which biblical image you might associate with being a  
disciple?   This series will provide answers to that question under the title: 
“The Heart of Discipleship.” The six-week series will explore the essentials 
of God’s call extended by grace, and of our privileged response through 
faith to be and become disciples. We will accompany this series as well 
with daily devotions via OneCall. Our goal is that we might become more 
knowledgeable of our call, know Christ more intimately, and be renewed in 
taking up our individual and communal call as our Lord’s disciples.    
 

8/16  Called to Faith  
8/23  Called to Be Transformed  
8/30  Called to Become Who We Are in Christ  
9/6  Called to Community  
9/13  Called to Discipline 
9/20  Called to Mission  
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Look for your invitation participate in Sheepfold Conversations 
Tuesday & Wednesdays 12:30-1:00pm  

 

 

 

 

 
 

What is the purpose of the conversations?   They will give us all a chance to “catch up” with each other, to 
hear of joys and concerns, and for you to connect with your pastors and Council.  
Who will be part of the conversation?  One or both pastors and a Council member will participate.   
How often will I participate in a Sheepfold Conversation?  You will be personally invited once every 8 weeks 
by mail.   
May I participate at other times as well?  Yes. You may choose to join any group on Tuesday and  
Wednesday, 12:30-1:00pm.  
Do I need an internet connection?  No internet connection is necessary.  You may dial in using a landline or 
cell phone, or connect online with zoom if you wish.  

Please bring your donations to Sunday Worship Services, or drop off during office hours at 
the church. You can call the church office with any questions 828-459-2161.  

NOTE: Please do not donate cases of water or 50lb bags of food. The larger bags are difficult for the  
volunteers to handle and also can not be packaged into smaller sizes for the backpack program. 

 
Community Food Drive 
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The school year is just weeks away.  On Sunday,  August 16, we will be cele-

brating the Blessing of the Backpacks and devices.  All students, teachers, sup-

port staff and administrators at all levels of education are invited to bring their 

electronic devices, backpacks, duffle bags, and briefcases to our drive up church 

on this Sunday for a  special blessing of this new school year.  So gather your 

supplies, place them in your bag, and bring them with you. We look forward to 

starting this new school year off on the right foot, with God’s  blessing! 

Request from Trinity Ridge,  
cards, letters and pictures needed. 

Residents have not been able to have much contact 
with their families during this time of isolation.   
Especially since they have had a Covid -19 outbreak  
in their facility. The staff would like to be able to  
distribute cards, letters, and even pictures drawn by 
our children to the residents and staff members to 
brighten their days. They may be addressed to 

"Resident," "Veteran," and/or "friend." If you know someone at Trinity Ridge, you are welcome to address 
your message specifically to them.  Please sign your name to your letter and include that you are a member of 
St. Mark's in Claremont.  Pastor Heather is am happy to collect these items here at the church during the 
week and on Sunday morning, to then take them to Trinity Ridge. Thank you for loving our neighbors through 
the ministry. 
 

PS: I am sure there is a need for this at all the care facilities of our area, so you are welcome to do the same 
for other facilities.  Be the reason someone smiles today!  

ADDRESS CHANGES (note: these will not appear online) 
 

Carolyn Pendergrass has moved to: Brookdale Falling Creek her address is 910 29th Ave. NE, Studio 406 
Hickory, NC 28601. Telephone (828) 569-1581 Landline (828) 679-4944 (Cell)  Landline is best.  
It is possible to visit with her through the dining room window with a 2-way microphone system.  

Brian and Phoenix, and children Aidan, Griffin, Andy and Winston Waters have moved to  
8045 Footpath Rd., Leland, NC 28451 

Teresa Rozzelle has moved to 8045 Footpath Rd., Leland, NC 28451 

The pastors at St. Mark’s would like to thank everyone who helps with Sunday Worship 
Drive up Church Services. Randy Sherrill, Brad and Karen Moser, David Tucker, Terry  
Hefner, Gigi and Stan Sigmon to name a few.  We are thankful for all you contribute to 
bringing Drive up church to our membership and community. 

St. Mark’s Notices 
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The family of Lila Kuehnert who died August 2, 2020 at 
97 years young. (Bill Gilbert’s sister) 

St. Mark’s Church Prayer Concerns 
Jim Aaron 
Chris Cloninger 
Jackie Devlin 
Loretta Gilbert 
Celia Hollar 
Miriam Neumaier 

Joanne Parker 
Carolyn Pendergrass 
Deacon Sestric 
Christopher Thomas 
David Tucker 
Chuck Watson 

*Please note, prayer concerns will not be  
included in our on-line newsletter. 

 

Worship Attendance 

                             Drive Up                      On Zoom 

July 26                   68                                        12  
August 2                75                                         9  

St. Mark’s Notices 

 

MEALS ARE AVAILABLE FOR YOU! 

St. Mark’s has provided over 700 meals  in the past few months. The food ministry is cooking weekly and our Care 
Touch Team members are delivering safely to those in need.  Please contact the church office and let us know 
how many  people are in your household if you would like meals delivered. 

Volunteer Opportunities at St. Mark’s! 

Food Ministry - Teresa Rozzelle is gone! There’s no way we could ever thank Teresa enough for all the order-
ing, shopping, prepping, cooking, serving and cleaning up she’s done for our church family (special and every-
day) occasions! She will surely be missed by us all - I am already missing my cooking buddy and dear friend!  

Something I realize (and many of you also may be having the same thoughts!) is that we need a team of peo-
ple to replace one woman! (Teresa’s the closest to being a Super Woman of anyone I’ve ever known for sure.) 
If any of you are willing and able to help please let me know!  There many areas where you may be willing to 
step in:  

Our current plan consists of meal planning and ingredient purchasing, prepping the foods, plating it into indi-
vidual containers, labeling and freezing. These meals are then on hand to help any church members (and 
community members in need) with meals for the week- whatever they’d like. We make approximately 30-70 
meals a week - depending on what’s left from the previous week. Then we have a food distribution each 
week for 1-2 hours so people can pick up meals for the week to help during this crazy time.  

If you have some time available and want to lend a hand- it surely will be accepted! You can call the church 
office and leave a message for me, or call me directly and we’ll get you to work! Thanks!  

Rebecca Haddock (910)538-9601 

Property Team - Anyone who would like to be on the Property committee and be a helping hand in God's 
house.   Please let us know. We would love to have you with us on our Journey. We are always working on all 
size project and could use the help. Thank you and we look forward to seeing you there. We meet on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm. 

June Financials 

Income  $36,803.68                YTD  $166,171.51  

Expense $36,724.00                YTD  $195,555.53 

St. Mark’s Memorials and Honorariums 

Organ Fund 
In memory of Glenna Mae Pope by Dee Stewart 
Preschool 
In memory of Gib Bolick by Kathy and Barry Whisnant 
In memory of Glenna Pope by Chris Cloninger 
In memory of Glenna Pope by Board of Transportation 
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Calling all rising 7th, 8th, and 9th grade students!  Plans are beginning 

to be made for our fall session of Confirmation. If you or your student are not 

currently a part of confirmation, we invite you to join us. Parents and stu-

dents, please send me a note indicating your interest and as plans develop, I 

will provide more information. Thank you!! 
 

Pastor Heather 

ST. MARK’S FAITH FORMATION NOTES 

St. Mark’s Learning team plans and organizes Faith Formation  
including Sunday School for our congregation. We will be meeting on  
Monday August the 10th at 6:00pm in the Family Life Center.   

All team members, parents, and lovers of Christian Education are  
welcome to attend. We will be brain storming ideas for the future of 
this ministry.  

We will sit physically distanced during the meeting. Face masks are 
welcomed and encouraged. If you do not feel comfortable attending, 
but have thoughts and ideas to share, please send them to Pastor 
Heather or give her a call.  

Classroom Clean-up. With limited activity occurring in the 

building, it was deemed to be a good time to do some cleaning 

and purging of the lower classrooms. Under the guidance of 

Pastor Heather, Nicki and her daughter, Shirley, have been 

cleaning and disinfecting the rooms including the chairs, toys, 

carpet to name just a few things.  Pastor Heather and Gina 

Schaefer have been organizing the craft supplies to make sure 

they are usable and also organizing the teaching curriculum 

we have.  By spending time doing this work, we are learning 

what resources we have available and preparing the building 

for use in the future.  Thank you for your hard work to make 

our building a clean, safe, and usable space for all. 

Thank you Nikki, Shirley,  
Gina and Pastor Heather! 
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Opportunities for you at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Sundays 

Drive Up Church  (Family Life Center parking lot)             9:00am            
 

Sunday Morning Worship on ZOOM                                   11:00am   
                By phone 929-205-6099, when prompted enter. Meeting ID: 851 8160 4652   Password: 452012  
                OR Join Zoom meeting by  WEB Type zoom.us.join  
                Meeting ID: 851 8160 4652    Password: 452012  

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 12:30 pm- 1:00 pm 

SHEEPFOLD CONVERSATIONS 
LOOK FOR YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN IN CONVERSATION WITH OTHER MEMBERS AND YOUR PASTORS. 

Anytime 

www.smarklc.org, YouTube.com (search for St. Mark’s Evangelical Church, Claremont NC), Facebook - St. Mark’s 
Evangelical Church, Claremont NC, We will mail you DVD copies of our recorded worship services. 
“Christ in our Home” daily devotional. Bi-weekly Newsletters that include “Taking Faith Home” 

Pastoral Visitation 

Pastoral visitation in the Family Life Center, call the church office 828-459-2161   
Call to schedule a Pastoral Visit in the Family Life Center 

An OUTSIDE visit at home, call the pastors’ directly. 

Pastor Gary at 828-781-3060 or Pastor Heather at 704-724-5991 

 

Drive Up Church  
Sundays at 9:00am, The Family Life Center Parking Lot 

Given the potential for the spread of Covid-19 we ask that everyone remain in their own vehicles  To observe this 
guideline of remaining in our vehicles will be to practice the love of Christ in looking after the best interests of 
our neighbor, and also of ourselves as the body of Christ.  Please note that the Task Group made the decision that 
if we do not observe this guideline which will protect everyone, we will not continue to do Drive Up Church.  

Other Guidelines and Directions for the event:  

1. Entry into the St. Mark’s parking lot will be from Main Street.  You will then be given a bulletin for the service 
(crack your window) by a masked and gloved attendant, and then you will be directed to the Family Life  
Center parking lot.   

2. You will be directed as to where to park.  Parking will be by design to make it possible for all who gather to see 
and participate in worship. Please follow the attendant’s directions.  

3. During the service we will celebrate communion. You are asked to bring one or both elements with you for 
communion that you will use to receive the sacrament just as we have practiced for Drive Up Communion.    

4. During the service an offering will be taken up.  During the offertory someone will come to your car with a 
basket/bucket to collect your offering.  Please put your offering in your giving envelope, or in a plain  
envelope.  Please open crack your window to place your offering in the container. 

5. You may choose to roll down your windows to listen to the service – live.  We recommend that if you do so 
that you wear a mask.   

6. The building will be closed.  If necessary, however, you may use the facilities in the Family Life Center by  
entering the side entry door located between the back of the church and the Family Life Center to enter there 
near the  restrooms.     

7. You will exit on Anderson Street.  
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Taking Faith Home 

August 9th, 2020 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost – Beautiful are those who bring good news! 

Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 14:22-33 Monday: 1 Kings 19:9-18; Tuesday: Romans 10:5-15; Wed: Gene-

sis 37:1-4, 12-28; Thursday: Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b; Friday: 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Sat: Psalm 85;8-13 

A Prayer for the Week: Lord Jesus, just as you saved Peter from the stormy waves, we praise you for saving us from the things 

that overwhelm us. Amen. 

Mealtime Prayer: You who walked upon the sea, come and join our meal, we plea. Thank you for your care this day, lead us, 

Jesus, in your way. Amen. 

A Blessing to Give: May the Lord give you what is good and make a path for your steps. (Psalm 85:12-13) 

Devotions Read Romans 10:5-15. Paul continues an intricate dance of balancing the covenant given to Abraham, Moses, and the 

larger Jewish community with the new covenant given in Jesus. Finally, it is the same God and the same promise: salvation is 

meant for all (v. 10). Therefore, our job is not to judge (vv. 6-7) but to proclaim the good news that Christ is the fulfillment of the 

law. That message only helps if it is heard (vv. 8 and 14). What is so beautiful is not really people’s feet—perhaps the least 

attractive part of a person’s body—but the person him/herself. People cannot receive this  message of salvation without hear-

ing. We are those sent to share good news with others. We are the beautiful souls not because of feet or noses or eyes, but be-

cause of the good news of Christ told to others. Who in your life is beautiful because of his or her sharing Christ with you? Pray:  

Living God, may we see the beauty of the gospel and the beauty of those who share your saving message with others through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Service Serving others reminds us of the breadth of the Kingdom of God and that our faith is personal but not private. Faith mo-

tivates us to serve the world in love. In what ways do you serve in your home, your congregation, and in the community?   

Rituals and Traditions Jesus died for us. That is how much God loves us. This is good news! “Everyone who calls on the name of 

the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). Trace your foot on a piece of paper. Write a list of ways you can use your feet to tell 

others about the good news of Jesus. On  another piece of paper draw lips. Write a list of ways you can use your lips to tell oth-

ers about the good news of Jesus. Keep your drawings as a visual reminder of the good news. 

 

`August 16th, 2020 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost God’s saving work is for all people. 

Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 15:1-28; Monday: Isaiah 56:1-8; Tuesday: Romans 111-2a, 29-32; Wednes-

day: Genesis 45:1-15; Thursday: Psalm 133; Friday: Matthew 28:16-20; Saturday: Psalm 67 

A Prayer for the Week: God of the nations, we thank you for your mercy and grace that is meant not only for those we know 

and love but for all people through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Mealtime Prayer: Gracious God, we thank you for this food and for all those who have planted, harvested, transported, pro-

cessed and prepared it for us this day. Amen. (Psalm 145:15-16) 

A Blessing to Give: May God’s face shine upon you, be gracious to you, and bless you. (Psalm 67:1)   

Devotions Read: Matthew 15:21-26. The Canaanite woman is central to this story for many reasons. She is a woman and she is a 

foreigner, both good reasons for Jesus not to talk to her and especially not to address her plea before addressing the needs of 

the Jewish people, “the lost sheep of the house of Israel”  (v. 24). This woman is also a critical figure because her plea for help 

changes Jesus’ response to her (v. 28). It is not easy to understand how this woman seems to teach and change Jesus, but she 

does. The result, however, is clear: Jesus’ ministry, like that of the God of the Old  Testament (see Psalm 67) is for all the nations, 

not just the sons and daughters of Abraham. This story lifts up the essential mission of Jesus and the church of all generations. It 

is the Great Commission of Matthew 28:16-20. Directed by Jesus, we are to make disciples of all nations, not just our ethnic 

group, not just “our people,” and especially not just our nation. With whom might Jesus be calling you to share God’s love and 

mercy? Pray:  Generous God, help us to see the breadth and depth of your love for all people in the world through Christ our 

Lord. Amen.  

Service The words we say to others can sometimes be hurtful. In Matthew 15:11, Jesus is warning us to be careful of what you 

say, “It is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles”. Is there some-

one you know who needs to hear kind, caring words, rather than hurtful ones? Take time to say loving and encouraging words to 

that person by writing a note, calling, or sending an email. 

Rituals and Traditions The theme this week is, “God’s saving work is for all people.” Psalm 67 is a song of praise to God and a 

reminder of God’s continual blessings on us. Write the words from Psalm 67:3 on a piece of paper and place it near your bedside 

so that when you rise and when you lie down, you can recite: “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise 

you.”  
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Claremont, NC 

Congregation Council meets on August 17 at 6pm.  
 

Next newsletter mailing will be August 19th. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 
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Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 
                              St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Claremont, NC                                                    
                    

Congregation Council 
 

 2021   2022   2023  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist                                                            
(828-459-2161) 
Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist        
(828-459-2161)  
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net                      (828-459-2873) 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
 

Mary Willis: Administrative Assistant  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 

Mark Oakley: Church Custodian  (828-459-2161) 

Nikki Aiken: Church Custodian   (828-459-2161) 


