
  

 

Worship Schedule 
 

+ + + 
 

Sunday Mornings  
 

8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

+ + + 
 

July 29 
Pentecost 10 

9am Sunday School 
10am One Service 

 

August 5 
Pentecost 11 

 

August 12 
Pentecost 12 

 

August 19 
Pentecost 13 

 

August 26 
Pentecost 14 

10am One Service 
Rally Day Events 

Congregation Lunch 
Kermit’s Park 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
 

The Reminder 
 

July 25, 2018 

 

 

   Deanna Butcher Joins Staff as Financial Secretary 
 

We welcome Deanna Butcher to the staff of St. Mark’s as Financial Secretary! She will work 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Deanna is a native of Catawba County. She is married and has 
one daughter, two stepsons, and one grandchild. Deanna has worked in Finance and Administration 
her entire work career and recently retired from the State and Local Government. Deanna says she 
is excited and looking forward to being a part of the Lay Staff here at St. Marks Lutheran Church. 

Farewell Reception for Pastor Paul Christ on July 29 
In Family Life Center Following 10am Worship 

 

This coming Sunday – July 29, we bid Pastor Paul, “Goodbye.”  He has faithfully 
served among us for 6 plus years.  During his time, he served among us in the office 
of Word and Sacrament as a co-shepherd in providing pastoral care, leading worship, 
proclaiming God’s Word, and presiding at the altar of our Lord.   
 

Over the span of the years we have become fond of him as a 
pastor, and for the “character” he truly is.  We have all experienced 
his outgoing personality, and heard “stories” of his rich history and 
experiences. We have laughed with him, and have joined with him 
in laughing at himself.  We have been welcomed by him.  We have 
heard his voice ringing with deep convictions “pricking the 
conscience” and speaking to power for the sake of social justice. 

We have been in his presence where he listened, cared, and responded appropriately 
in times of sickness and crisis.   Above all, and through it all, he proclaimed the love 
of God in Christ crucified, and Christ risen!   
 

As an Associate for Pastoral Care, he joined with me to form a strong, conscientious,  
pastoral team to meet the visitation demands and needs here at St. Mark’s.  It has 
been my privilege to work with him, and to come to know and love him as a trusted 
colleague and friend.  He will be missed.  
 

As Pastor Paul takes leave of us to begin another chapter in his journey of live and 
service, we wish him well in saying good-bye or in the old English usage of that term - 
God be with you. Importantly, we give thanks to God for this time with him, and for 
his bringing the gospel to us in proclamation, through his personality and presence, 
and in his ministry.  Well done good and faithful servant!   
 

God’s Peace,  

 
 

Pastor Gary Haddock  
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You are Invited! Vacation Bible School “Walking with Jesus” 
 

This year’s Vacation Bible School will be a one day event for the whole congregation. 
The VBS theme is “Walking with Jesus” and will depict that time period. The Family 
Life Center will be set up as a marketplace.  
 

Activities  There will be pop up tents with different activities to enjoy. Children will 
paint wooden fish, make sandals, create scrolls, and weave baskets to hold the 
wooden fish. They will earn coins with Bible verses on them as they complete each 
activity. Participants may keep the coins or spend them in the marketplace. 
 

Food & Music  In the morning, muffins, juice, and fruit will be served. Lunch will 
include ham, turkey, and cheese sandwiches heated in the oven and served with 
chips. At 5pm, everyone is asked to gather for a picnic, accompanied by guitar music 
and songs. 
 

Swimming & Bowling In the afternoon, there will be a swimming party at the home of Tim & Judy Carpenter. 
Please bring bathing suits and towels. Some participants will go bowling. Details to follow. 
 

Non-perishable Donations Everyone is asked to bring a canned good or other non-perishable food donation. 
 

Volunteers Needed Please contact Learning Team chair, Judy Carpenter (828-459-7870) if you are available to 
help. Set up will be on Friday, August 10. Many hands are needed to make this happen.  

 

Community Concert Featuring “Imperfect but Forgiven” Will Begin at 1pm 
 

Join Pastor Gary and the group, 
“Imperfect but Forgiven” for 
lunch, followed by a concert in 
the Family Life Center  beginning 
at noon on Friday, August 17. In 
June, “Imperfect but Forgiven” 
sang for the congregation during 
worship. They were well received 
so we have invited them back to 
sing more songs. Please come and 
invite your friends! 
 

“Imperfect but Forgiven” was 
formed by Superintendent Tim 
Kerley at Catawba Correctional 
Facility in Newton. These men are ambassadors of the prison and travel around to churches and other venues to 
perform. Currently there are six members: vocalists, Shawn Jennings, Quentin Fortune, Samuel Lilly, James Cue, 
Jacob Lockman, and Jason Landers on sound. Traveling along with the musicians is a dedicated group of roadies to 
help with the instruments and sound equipment.  

 
 

You are Invited to the Seniors Lunch on August 17 at noon in Family Life Center 

 

VBS is Saturday, August 11, at 10am in Family Life Center 
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Bob Hollar and the Praise Team will lead our Worship Music 
 

Worship: Begins at 10 am. Bob Hollar and the 
Praise Team will lead the music  during 
worship. 
 

Bible Presentations: To rising Kindergarteners, 
3rd graders, and 7th graders. 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks: Bring your 
backpack for the new school year. 
 

Food: Barbeque and the “fixings” will be 
served. 
 

Bring: A side dish and a dessert to share; lawn 
chairs (some seating will be provided). 
 

Restrooms: On property. 
 

Golf Cart Transportation: Available to assist 
those who need it while at the park.  
 

Fun Activities: Tractor rides and activities for 
all ages. 
 

T-Shirts: We encourage everyone to wear their St. Mark’s T-shirts for Rally Day. You can purchase them in the 
church office or at Rally Day.  

 
 

Rally Day is Sunday, August 26 at 10am at Kermit’s Park 

 

“One”derful Wednesdays begin September 12 

 

Exploring The World of St. Paul 
You Are Invited To Be a Participant in the Study  

Two Opportunities to Learn 
 

Beginning on Wednesday, September 12, I will lead a study on St. Paul. He is a pivotal figure 
in the history of the faith. The majority of New Testament writings were either written by 
him, or attributed to him by those who were taught by him. His writings capture for us his 
encounter with Christ, his interpretation of whom Christ is for the world, and how we 
understand and live our Christian lives. Who we understand Christ to be, how we 
understand who we are as Christians, and how we are called to live our lives are grounded 
in the writings of Paul. 
 

In this 12 week study, through the use of media and biblical texts, St. Paul’s world will be explored on many levels: 
his background and history, the context in which he traveled, the varied communities where shared the gospel, his 
encounter with Christ, and his teachings.   
 

You are invited to join me for this study. You will have two opportunities on Wednesdays: 10:30am—12pm; and 
6:10pm—7pm in the church lounge in the Parish Hall.  
 

~ Pastor Gary 
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NC Synod Offers Lay Preaching Certification 
Training Retreats are Sep 7—9 & Jan 25—27 

 

The NC Synod is offering an opportunity that will, for 
the first time, lead to the commissioning of lay 
preachers to serve in our congregations throughout the 
synod. Lay preachers will serve at the endorsement of 
Bishop Smith after completing training and practicum.  
 

Training will include two weekend retreats: September 
7-9, Retreat I: Reading & Interpreting Scripture; January 
25-27, 2019, Retreat II: Crafting & Delivering Sermons.  
 

Also, participants will work in small groups via monthly 
video conference with a coach to hone skills needed in 
preaching: September to December, group Lectio 
Divina; February to April, group preaching.  
 

Registration is open now; sign up today! Prayerfully 
consider lay people in your congregation whom God 
might be calling to this endeavor. Learn more. 
Questions may be directed to Pastor Sara Ilderton at 
704-680-9556. 
 

 

YouthQuake registration opens August 1 
Opportunity for 3rd—5th Graders 

 

YouthQuake is our synod event for 3rd through 5th 
graders. It's a great chance to get youth excited 
about gathering with other Lutherans around the 
state. Come to Hickory on October 6 from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m.  
 

Bring your youth and join us for music, worship, 
fellowship, devotions, and fun as we explore the 
seven Faith Practices. High school and college-aged 
youth serve as group leaders. Cost of $20 per person 
includes t-shirt, lunch, crafts, music, and program.  
 

Register beginning August 1! Go to 
lutheranyouth.org/event/youthquake-2018 for more 
information. The event will be held at Mt. Pisgah 
Lutheran Church, 9379 Hwy 127 N, Hickory, NC. 

 

NC Synod News 

 

ELCA World Hunger Global Farm Challenge 

The Global Farm Challenge is a yearlong, youth-driven fundraising challenge to support 
the agriculture-related programs of ELCA World Hunger, our church’s ministry to end 
hunger and poverty.  The goal of ELCA World Hunger’s Global Farm Challenge is to raise 
$500,000 or more in 2018 to equip communities around the world and in the United 
States with livestock, seeds, tools, training and other agriculture-related activities to 
turn a hungry season into a hopeful season. And now, thanks to generous friends of the 
ELCA, all gifts toward the Global Farm Challenge will be matched – dollar for dollar – up 

to $515,000, so together we can raise more than $1 million to create healthier families, stronger economies and a 
future filled with hope.  
 

St. Mark’s supports this program through our Children’s Milk Pail donations each week. In 2017, a total of $464 was 
collected to purchase six piglets, five chicks, two roosters, and four goats. Eggs, milk, and meat from the farm 
animals provide a lifetime of food to eat and sell on the market, helping families to escape the cycle of hunger and 
poverty.  
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Allyson Sestric to go on Mission Trip  
with Access Health Africa in August 

 

In August, Access Health 
Africa will be sending their 
biggest medical/dental 
team to Malawi in the 
history of the organization! 
Allyson Sestric will be part 
of the mission trip. They 
will provide free medical and dental services that 
patients are otherwise unable to access. Access Health 
Africa funds their own way, providing all of their own 
medical supplies. Any donations are a huge help! The 
plan for the trip is to spend a day or two seeing 
patients and then the doctors and nurses will perform 
small surgeries at a small hospital from Monday to 
Friday.  
 

Want to help? Here are some options: 
 

 Kuloledwa Sponsorship: $25 Gives one patient 
round trip transportation to receive surgery 

 Mankhala Sponsorship: $50 Provides essential 
surgical instruments & medicines for one surgery  

 Mchaka Sponsorship: $125 Provides one Basic Life 
Support course for 10 rural health providers in 
Kabudula  

 Ubwino Sponsorship: $250 Provides one life-
changing surgery  

 Bwana Sponsorship: $500 Provides transport fees 
for all patients for one entire day of 
medical/surgical cases  

 

Donations may be made to Access Health Africa, PO 
Box 57, Boone, NC 28607. (Please put Allyson Sestric 
on memo line.)   
 

Donations may also be made through Crowdrise: 
www.crowdrise.com/allysonsestric. Then click the link: 
“Improving health.” 
 

Access Health Africa is a nonprofit organization. All 
donations are tax deductible For more information: 
www.accesshealthafrica.org. Thank you for your 
support! 

 
 

Local Missions 

 

Food Donations on August 19 
for ECCCM and St. Mark’s Pantry  

 

The third Sunday of the 
month (August 19) is the 
designated Sunday when 
St. Mark’s asks for non-
perishable food 
donations for ECCCM 
and St. Mark’s food 
pantries. Please place 

donations in the bin at the Parish Hall entrance to 
the sanctuary.  
 

Your donations are greatly appreciated! Requests for 
help to the St. Mark’s food pantry go up dramatically 
in the summer time months when school is not in 
session. 

 
 

Global Missions 

 

Corner Table Fundraiser on August 12 
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Finance Notes 
 

Congregation Care 

 

Worship Attendance 
 

July 15: 129 July 22: 124 
 

Ministry Financial Update 
 

Reported as of  June 30 Year to Date 
General Fund Receipts $24,213 $151,662 
Expenses (including payables) $26,767 $166,957 

 

All bills are paid. 
 

Memorials to St. Mark’s 
In Memory of Rita Busbee by Mitzi Yount 

 

Calendar Highlights 

 

Please Remember the Families in Prayer 
 

 David Raymond Simmons (July 13), husband 
of Tina Simmons, father of Daniel and Sarah, 
brother of Joe (Leah) and John Simmons 

 

 Mabel Butler (July 2), member of St. Mark’s 
 Gary Wayne Arndt (July 2), husband of Denise 

Arndt, and relation of Jim Carpenter family 

 

Offerings While on Vacation 
 

Away this summer? The church needs your donations 
year-round. Your regular offerings are especially needed 
during the summer months when people are on breaks. 

 

 
Please check monthly/weekly calendars for times 

 
July 
One Worship Service at 10am (Jul 29) 

Farewell Reception for Pastor Paul Christ (Jul 29) 

 
August 
125th Anniversary of Claremont (Aug 4) 
Vacation Bible School (Aug 11) 
Corner Table Fundraiser in Newton (Aug 12) 
Senior Luncheon (Aug 17) 
Leadership Convocation (Aug 19) 
Rally Day, One Service at Kermit’s Park (Aug 26) 
 
September 
NC Synod Lay Preaching Retreat (Sep 7—9) 
ELCA God’s Work. Our Hands (Sep 9) 
“One”derful Wednesdays (Sep 12—Nov 21) 
Stewardship Emphasis (Sep 16—Oct 7) 

Thank You Note 
 

Dear St. Mark’s, 
 

Thank you so much for the wonderful food you 
prepared for us after Mom’s funeral! Also, for all 
the love, prayers, cards, and visits you her. She 
enjoyed every one. 
 

Love, 
Becky, Ronnie, & Danny 
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Leadership  

 

Attention Ministry Teams! 
“God’s work. Our hands.” 

Day of Service Sunday, September 9 
 

On Sunday, September 9, 
congregations of ELCA will 
join together for “God’s 
work. Our hands.” Sunday.  
Ministry teams are invited 
to do something on that day or another 
date (ELCA.org/dayofservice). 
 

Service activities offer an opportunity for 
us to explore one of our most basic 
convictions as Lutherans: that all of life 
in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in 
every daily calling, in every corner of life 
– flows freely from a living, daring 
confidence in God’s grace.  

Request for Return of Equipment 
 

If you have  borrowed electronic  
equipment from the church please 
promptly return it. 

 

Women of the ELCA 

Women of the ELCA Bible Study 
August 21, 11am in the Lounge 

 

This month’s study is from Gather magazine and is titled  “Let Us 
Pray.” The group usually goes out to lunch following the study. 
All are welcome! 

 

+ + +  

St. Mark’s Quilt Mission, Tuesdays, 10-12pm 
 

The Quilt Mission meets every Tuesday, 3244 W. Main Street, 
Claremont, except when the Women of the ELCA Bible study 
meets. All are welcome! 
 

+ + +  

 

Women of the Vine to Attend RayLen Vineyards Fall 
Market on August 25, 11am—5pm 

 

All women are invited to participate. Please contact Tamarah 
Hefner for details.  The group will carpool. 

 

 

Leadership Convocation 
 Sunday, August 19 
Family Life Center 
Following Worship 

 

All team leaders and council members 
are asked to attend this important 
meeting following the 10:30 a.m. 
worship on Sunday, August 19 in the 
Family Life Center. 
 

Please be sure to bring your completed 
budget request worksheets, if you have 
not already done so. The worksheets 
were mailed out last week. Please 
contact Deanna (828-459-2161 or 
deanna@smarklc.org) if you did not 
receive your budget worksheet or need 
another copy.  
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Claremont, NC 

Church Staff 
 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
gsh.elca@gmail.com (828-781-3060) 
 

Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
 

Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
 

Deanna Butcher, Finance Secretary (828-459-2161) 
deanna@smarklc.org 
 

Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary 
lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
 

Mike Baker: Church Sexton 
mikebaker411@bellsouth.net 

Congregation Council meets on August 20 at 6pm. 
 

Next newsletter mailing will be August 8. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 

2 

Vol. 8, No. 14 
7-25-18 

Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 

Congregation Council 
 

 2018 2019 2020 
Terry Hefner Angela Brown Barry Bumgarner 
Scott Ramsey Edie Connor Tiffany Caudill 
Carol Schaefer Gigi Sigmon Marcheta Campbell 
Nicky Setzer Tanya Stephenson David Tucker 


