
  

 

Worship Schedule 
 

+ + + 
 

Sunday Mornings  
 

8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

+ + + 
 

July 15 
Pentecost 8 

 

July 22 
Pentecost 9 

 

July 29 
Pentecost 10 

9am Sunday School 
10am One Worship Service 

 

August 5 
Pentecost 11 

 

August 12 
Pentecost 12 

 

August 19 
Pentecost 13 

 

August 26 
Pentecost 14 

10am One Worship Service 
Rally Day Events 

Congregation Lunch 
Kermit’s Park 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
 

The Reminder 
 

July 11, 2018 

 

 

 

You are Invited! 
Vacation Bible School 
“Walking with Jesus” 
Saturday, August 11 

10 a.m. — 6 p.m. 
Family Life Center 

 
This year’s Vacation Bible School will be a one day event for the whole 
congregation. The VBS theme is “Walking with Jesus” and will depict that time 
period. The Family Life Center will be set up as a marketplace.  
 
Activities  There will be pop up tents with different activities to enjoy. Children 
will paint wooden fish, make sandals, create scrolls, and weave baskets to hold 
the wooden fish. They will earn coins with Bible verses on them as they 
complete each activity. Participants may keep the coins or spend them in the 
marketplace. 
 
Food & Music  In the morning, muffins, juice, and fruit will be served. Lunch will 
include ham, turkey, and cheese sandwiches heated in the oven and served 
with chips. At 5pm, everyone is asked to gather for a picnic, accompanied by 
guitar music and songs. 
 
Swimming & Bowling In the afternoon, there will be a swimming party at the 
home of Tim & Judy Carpenter. Please bring bathing suits and towels. Some 
participants will go bowling. Details to follow. 
 
Non-perishable Donations Everyone is asked to bring a canned good or other 
non-perishable food donation. 
 
Volunteers Needed Please contact Learning Team chair, Judy Carpenter (828-
459-7870) if you are available to help. Set up will be on Friday, August 10. Many 
hands are needed to make this happen.  
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During the summer, there will be only one worship service on the last Sunday of each 
month. These dates are July 29 and August 26.  
 

July 29: Sunday School will be held at 9am. One blended worship service will be held 
at 10am in the sanctuary. Following worship, there will be a reception in the Family 
Life Center honoring Pastor Paul Christ, Associate for Pastoral Care, who is retiring.  
 

August 26: The August 26 service will be held at Kermit’s Park and will include Rally 
Day events beginning at 10am.  Everyone is asked to bring a dish to share. 

 
 

One Worship Service Sundays on July 29 & August 26 

When Claremont native Logan Sherrill was a 
sophomore student at Bunker Hill High School, his 
teacher assigned him this question: “What do you 
want to be when you grow up?” 
 

For Logan, it was a no-brainer. He had a love for sports 
and dreamed of being a sports reporter. “From that 
point on, I put my nose to the grindstone and worked 
towards that dream,” he said. After graduating high 
school, he attended Western Carolina University and 
then moved to Charlotte, where he worked for WJZY, 
the FOX television station, for three years. 
 

Logan is now a TV anchor/reporter at WDBJ7 in 
Roanoke, VA. He recently received an Emmy award 
from the National Capital Chesapeake Bay Chapter for 
a business/consumer report titled, “Riding the Rails: 
Passenger Train Returns to Roanoke.” 
 

The 60th National Capital Chesapeake Bay Chapter 
Emmy award ceremony was held June 23 in Maryland. 
Logan says his award serves as a reminder that he is 
on the right path. 
 

“It’s easy in this industry to second-guess yourself and 
ask, ‘Am I doing what I’m supposed to do?’ I can look 
at this award and be reminded that, yes, I am doing 
exactly what I was put here to do — to deliver 
accurate news and entertainment to our audience,” 
Logan said. 

 
 

Member in the News: Logan Sherrill wins Emmy Award 
From the Hickory Daily Record 

Logan gives thanks to 
family, friends and 
coworkers who have 
supported him along the 
way. “When I was hired 
18 months ago, my boss 
saw potential in me. I only 
had three years of 
experience, and I couldn’t 
be more thankful for the 
opportunity to work with 
WDBJ7,” Logan said. 
 

Logan’s parents, Dale and Sandy Sherrill of 
Claremont, are two of his biggest supporters. “I’ve 
kept in mind what my dad always told me — 
‘Remember where you came from.’ There is no way I 
could forget about my time in Claremont,” Logan 
said. 
 

Since becoming an anchor, Logan said he has been 
approached by teachers from Bunker Hill to share 
encouraging words to students. “Some people like 
living in the town they grew up in, but many people 
feel stuck living in a small town. My advice to those 
people is if you have a dream, go for it,” Logan said. 
“Five years ago, I never knew I would be where I am 
today, but I’m here because I took a leap towards my 
dreams.” 

Logan Sherrill 
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Allyson Sestric to go on Mission Trip  
with Access Health Africa in August 

 

In August, Access Health 
Africa will be sending their 
biggest medical/dental 
team to Malawi in the 
history of the organization! 
Allyson Sestric will be part 
of the mission trip. They 
will provide free medical and dental services that 
patients are otherwise unable to access. Access Health 
Africa funds their own way, providing all of their own 
medical supplies. Any donations are a huge help! The 
plan for the trip is to spend a day or two seeing 
patients and then the doctors and nurses will perform 
small surgeries at a small hospital from Monday to 
Friday.  
 

Want to help? Here are some options: 
 

 Kuloledwa Sponsorship: $25 Gives one patient 
round trip transportation to receive surgery 

 Mankhala Sponsorship: $50 Provides essential 
surgical instruments & medicines for one surgery  

 Mchaka Sponsorship: $125 Provides one Basic Life 
Support course for 10 rural health providers in 
Kabudula  

 Ubwino Sponsorship: $250 Provides one life-
changing surgery  

 Bwana Sponsorship: $500 Provides transport fees 
for all patients for one entire day of 
medical/surgical cases  

 

Donations may be made to Access Health Africa, PO 
Box 57, Boone, NC 28607. (Please put Allyson Sestric 
on memo line.)   
 

Donations may also be made through Crowdrise: 
www.crowdrise.com/allysonsestric. Then click the link: 
“Improving health.” 
 

Access Health Africa is a nonprofit organization. All 
donations are tax deductible For more information: 
www.accesshealthafrica.org. Thank you for your 
support! 

 
 

Global Missions 
 

ELCA Youth Gathering 

 

We all had an amazing 
time! So many firsts for 
each of us. With the 
Fourth of July holiday, we 
have elected to get 
together next week and 
condense our trip for the 
church family to see and 

hear about. We have lots of pictures too. But for 
now, wow! And thank you! 
 
~ Kelly & Kerri Nash, Youth Gathering Chaperones 

Ethan Campbell, Korbin Nash, Kody Nash at Youth Gathering. 
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Local Missions 

Letter of Thanks  
from Claremont Elementary 

 

June 14, 2018 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran, 
 

Thank you so very much for the 
generous donation to our school, 
Claremont Elementary, which greatly 
reduced the outstanding student lunch 
balances for the end of the year. We are 
very grateful to St. Mark’s for taking the 
lead and helping our school finish the 
year with a zero balance. Our families 
were also thankful as several didn’t have 
the funds on hand to pay the amounts 
owed. 
 

We value your partnership and know 
that our school is blessed to have St. 
Mark’s support yearly. Claremont is a 
special community, and our staff 
understands and is appreciative of all St. 
Mark’s does throughout the academic 
year. So, from our staff to you and the 
members of St. Mark’s, we thank you for 
making the 2017-2018 a wonderful 
school year! See you in the fall! 
 

Sincerely, 
Angela Totty,  
MA, NCC, NCSC, LPC, NBCT 
School Counselor 
Claremont Elementary 

 

Food Donations on July 15  
for ECCCM and St. Mark’s Pantry  

 

The third Sunday of the month 
(July 15) is the designated 
Sunday when St. Mark’s asks for 
non-perishable food donations 
for ECCCM and St. Mark’s food 
pantries. Please place donations 
in the bin at the Parish Hall 
entrance to the sanctuary.  

 

Your donations are greatly appreciated! Requests for help to 
the St. Mark’s food pantry go up dramatically in the summer 
time months when school is not in session. 
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Financial Update 
 

Congregation Care 

 

Worship Attendance 
 

July 1: 130 July 8: 107 
 

Ministry Financial Update 
 

Reported as of  June 30 Year to Date 
General Fund Receipts $24,213 $151,662 
Expenses (including payables) $26,767 $166,957 

 

All bills are paid. 

 

Please Remember the Families in Prayer 
 

 Mabel Louise (Abernathy) Carrigan (July 4), 
mother of Doug (Lisa) Carrigan 

 

 Gary Wayne Arndt (July 2), husband of Denise 
Arndt, and relation of Jim Carpenter family 

 

 Mabel Butler (July 2), member of St. Mark’s 
 

 Butch Whitesell (June 27), cousin of Nancy 
(Richard) Schroeder 

 

 Albert Hayden Isenhour (June 16), brother of 
Ken (Dotty) Isenhour 

 

Offerings While on Vacation 
 

Away this summer? The church needs your donations 
year-round. Your regular offerings are especially needed 
during the summer months when people are on breaks. 

Call to Order 

Opening Prayer 

Roll Call In attendance: Pastor Haddock, Nicky Setzer, Terry 
Hefner, Gigi Sigmon, Edie Connor, Tanya Stephenson, David 
Tucker, Carol Schafer, Marcheta Campbell and Angela Brown. Not 
Present: Scott Ramsey, Barry Bumgarner and Tiffany Caudill. 

Approval of May minutes with the following corrections under 
New Business: Removed Carol Schaefer from alternates and added 
the word, “Call” before Committee. Corrected statement reads: 

“Call Committee to select Associate Pastor has been formed. Call 
Committee members are: Danny Abernathy, Nathan Huret, Karen 
Moser, Kerri Nash, Greg Stephenson—Chair. Alternates: Jonathan 
Ray, Chris Cloninger, Blake Sigmon.” 

Pastor’s Report—written, reviewed, discussed 

Action Item: Motion was made to apply for $5000 Peeler / Casey 
Grant for the purpose of providing educational and recreational 
support for the senior citizens of St. Mark’s and the City of 
Claremont. Motion was seconded and approved. 

 

Congregation Council Minutes from June 18 Meeting 

Finance report—written 

Team Reports: Oral 

Learning, Witness, Technology, Youth, 
Property, Fellowship, Global Missions, 
Personnel, Preschool, W-ELCA, Personnel 

Music & Worship—written 

Congregation Care—written 

Support—written 

Old business—None 

New business—None 

Adjournment and Lord’s Prayer 
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A Story about Faith: “When a Loss is a Win” 
Excerpted from Living Lutheran magazine, July 2018 

My younger son was playing coach-pitch baseball. They 
weren’t a very good team, losing a lot more often than 
they won. They were 7 years old, and most of them had 
the attention span of a gnat. They spent most of their 
time jostling and picking on each other. They seldom 
knew much about what was going on, even when they 
themselves were at bat or in the field. 
 

After each game was over, as they lined up to shake 
hands with the other team, I would hear the boys ask the 
coach, “Did we win? Did we win?” If the coach said 
“yes,” they would cheer; if the coach said “no,” they 
would kick the ground. Then they would say, “What’s for 
snack?” 
 

Adult winning and losing is usually much more 
complicated than that. But it is important for all of us to 
learn to deal with losing, with failure, with 
disappointment—because long experience shows that 
most of us, most of the time, lose more than we win. 
And when we lose, it takes more than a snack to cheer us 
up and make us feel better. 
 

Our Scripture lessons deal with people “losing,” 
encountering very real and painful failure in their lives. 
Their losses, their failures go beyond competition and 
games and what’s for snack. Their failures are failures at 
life, failures at vocation, failures in health and failures in 
faith. 

The story of Jesus returning home to preach 
occurs early in his ministry. Up until now, the 
Jesus of Nazareth Traveling Salvation Show and 
Tent Revival has been a roaring success. The first 
five chapters of Mark are filled with healing 
stories and reports of huge crowds of people 
coming to hear Jesus preach. Immediately 
before this story, he had raised Jairus’ daughter 
from the dead and healed the woman with the 
flow of blood. 
 

So, he takes the tour to Nazareth, his hometown 
and falls flat on his face. They question his 
legitimacy. “Isn’t this Mary’s son? The 
carpenter? Where did he get this?” They “took 
offense at him;” where I come from they would 
have said, “Who does he think he is?” And, 
somehow, their resentment results in his 
inability to perform miracles and other healings. 
One little line shows us Jesus being very human; 
“He was amazed at their unbelief.” Jesus just 
couldn’t believe it. He was stunned. 
 

That day in Nazareth, Jesus had a loss that was a 
win. From it he learned the limits to his power. 
He learned you can control what you say; you 
cannot control what people hear. He learned 
you can control what you do; you cannot control 
how people respond. He learned you can control 
how you show your love; you cannot control 
how people receive it. 
 
~ Pastor Delmer Chilton 

 

Delmer Chilton is originally from 
North Carolina and received his 
education at the University of 
North Carolina, Duke Divinity 
School and the Graduate 
Theological Foundation. He 

received his Lutheran training at the Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, S.C. 
Ordained in 1977, Delmer has served parishes in 
North Carolina, Georgia and Tennessee.  
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Calendar Highlights 

 

You are Invited! 

Seniors Lunch with Pastor Gary 

Friday, August 17 at noon 

Family Life Center 

St. Mark’s Quilt Mission 
Tuesdays, 10-12pm 

 

The Quilt Mission meets every Tuesday, 3244 W. Main 
Street, Claremont, except when the Women of the 
ELCA Bible study meets. All are welcome! 

 

Attention Ministry Teams! 
“God’s work. Our hands.” 

Day of Service Sunday, September 9 
 

On Sunday, September 9, 
congregations of ELCA will join 
together for “God’s work. Our 
hands.” Sunday.  Ministry teams 
are invited to do something on 
that day or another date 
(ELCA.org/dayofservice). 

 

Please check monthly/weekly calendars for times 
 

July 
Donations for ECCCM & St. Mark’s Food Pantry (Jul 15) 

One Worship Service at 10am (Jul 29) 

Farewell Reception for Pastor Paul Christ (Jul 29) 
 

August 
125th Anniversary of Claremont (Aug 4) 
Vacation Bible School (Aug 11) 
Corner Table Fundraiser in Newton (Aug 12) 
Senior Luncheon (Aug 17) 
Rally Day, One Service at Kermit’s Park (Aug 26) 
 

September 
NC Synod Lay Preaching Retreat (Sep 7—9) 
ELCA God’s Work. Our Hands (Sep 9) 
“One”derful Wednesdays (Sep 12—Nov 21) 
Stewardship Emphasis (Sep 16—Oct 7) 
 

October 
Claremont Daze (Oct  5—6) 
Reformation / Confirmation Sunday (Oct 28) 
Trunk or Treat (Oct 31) 

 

NC Synod Offers Lay Preaching Certification 
Training Retreats are September 7—9 & January 25—27 

 

The NC Synod is offering an opportunity that will, for the first time, lead to the commissioning of lay preachers to 
serve in our congregations throughout the synod. Lay preachers will serve at the endorsement of Bishop Smith 
after completing training and practicum. Training will include two weekend retreats: September 7-9, Retreat I: 
Reading & Interpreting Scripture; January 25-27, 2019, Retreat II: Crafting & Delivering Sermons. Also, participants 
will work in small groups via monthly video conference with a coach to hone skills needed in 
preaching: September to December, group Lectio Divina; February to April, group preaching. Registration is open 
now; sign up today! 
 

Prayerfully consider lay people in your congregation whom God might be calling to this endeavor. Learn 
more. Questions may be directed to Pastor Sara Ilderton at 704-680-9556. 
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Church Staff 
 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
gsh.elca@gmail.com (828-781-3060) 
 

Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
 

Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
 

Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary 
lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
 

Mike Baker: Church Sexton 
mikebaker411@bellsouth.net 

Congregation Council meets on July 16 at 6pm. 
 

Next newsletter mailing will be July 25. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 9am—12pm 
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Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 

Congregation Council 
 

 2018 2019 2020 
Terry Hefner Angela Brown Barry Bumgarner 
Scott Ramsey Edie Connor Tiffany Caudill 
Carol Schaefer Gigi Sigmon Marcheta Campbell 
Nicky Setzer Tanya Stephenson David Tucker 


