
  

 
 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
 

The Reminder 
 

June 12, 2019 
Our Mission 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

   To Make Disciples  

      To Embody Christ’s 

+ + + 
 

Worship Schedule 
 

+ + + 
 

Sunday Mornings  
 

8:15 am Contemporary 

9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Traditional 
 

+ + + 
 

June 16 

The Holy Trinity 

Father’s Day 
 

June 23 

2 Pentecost 
 

June 30 

3 Pentecost 
 

July 7 

4 Pentecost 
 

 

Call Committee Update: 

The Council remains in discussions with the primary candidate to determine 
whether to continue the call.  

NC Synod Assembly: Congregational Vitality  
Those entering the 2019 NC Synod Assembly today 
were confronted with a question: “What is Con-
gregational Vitality the focus was that we are: 
“Communities of Jesus that nurture life-changing 
relationships with God, each other, and the 
world.”  

Diving deeper into the definition of vital congrega-
tions, we see, first of all, that the Gospel of Jesus is 
the central focus. We are “Communities of Jesus.” 
Note that it doesn’t read “Congregations of Jesus.” That’s because the 
work of Christ is not done in church congregations alone. As Bishop Smith 
points out, we have all sorts of communities within the NC Synod that are 
doing Christ’s work. In addition to our churches, the Spirit is working in and 
through agencies, service organizations, institutions, camps, and more. At 
this year’s assembly, we will recognize and celebrate what’s being done in 
each of those vital communities. 

In our vital communities, we “nurture life-changing relationships.” That’s 
what it’s all about—relationships. “You already knew that,” says Bishop 
Smith. So why would we focus on something we already know? Bishop 
Smith shares his theory. Isn’t it true that the things we need the most are 
the things we long to hear? Even though a spouse knows they are loved, 
shouldn’t their partner tell them “I love you” from time to time, as a re-
minder? Yes, it’s meaningful to hear things we already know. That’s what 
we do in our communities and at Synod Assembly. We gather over and 
over to hear the things that we know already to be true because we need 
to be reminded of those things often. 

We are the church, drawn together by the gracious love of Jesus to join in 
the reconciling work of Christ in the world. The whole reason we’re togeth-
er is because we’re stronger for it. To God be the glory. Amen. 

Writer: Carissa Abraham serves as Director of Faith Formation & Engage-
ment Ministries at her home church of St. Mark’s in Mooresville.   

(Article edited for space. Read the full article on www.ncelca.org) 

   Sunday, July 7th @ 10:00 
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 June Schedule 

PrimeTime St. Mark’s Lunch (June 14) 

ECCCM Pantry Donations (June 16) 

Congregation Council Mtg. (June 17) 

Women of the ELCA Bible Study (June 18) 

Property Committee Mtg. (June 18) 

Women of the Vine mtg (June 20) 

Women of the ELCA Gathering at LRU (June 21-
23) 

Confirmation Camp (June 23-29) 

Newsletter mailed (June 26) 

First Week of July Schedule 

Worship and Music (July 2) 

Office Closed (July 4) 

One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. (July 7) 

Reflections on Stewardship 

Ministry Financial Update 
 

Reported as of  
 

Receipts 
 

April 30 $34,367.10  
Year to Date $114,477.61 

 

Expenses 
 

April 30 $27,002.38  
Year to Date $105,342.62 

 
 

All bills are paid. 
 

Worship Attendance 
Sun. May 26: 80 

Sun. June 2: (not available) 
Sun. June 9: Late Service 35 

Congregation and Pastoral Care 
 

Our Congregation Care List: Identifies those with needs or concerns and invites you to 
pray, send a card, or make a visit.   

Our Weekly Congregation and Pastoral Concerns List.: Serves as the basis for our inter-
cessory prayers each Sunday . We invite you to pray, send a card or make a visit. 

Visitation Care and Support: If you know of someone in our congregation who needs a 
visit, please call the church office at (828-459-2161). You may also contact Pastor Gary 
(828-781-3060) or Pastor Frank (828-485-7028). 

 
 

Words to Live By 

When I was growing up my parents told me a number of things that 
taught me a great deal.  Their words have never led me astray.  Their in-
structions were clear, short and to the point.  These are some of the 
things they told me:   

 

Respect my elders.  

Never lay a hand on a female. 

Do your best in whatever you do. 

Get up and go to church whether you like it or not.  

Let me know when you get home, no matter what the hour.  

 

Jesus also gave us clear, short and to the point instructions on how to be 
a good steward of the greatest treasure ever given to us: the gospel.   He 
said: “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to all creation.”  
We who have received the gospel are called to simply give it to others.  

 

How do we give it to others?  I came across this article from Luis Palau 
who speaks with words, that are clear, short and to the point of how we 
can do what we are told to do by Christ.  He wrote:  

 

“Proclaiming the Gospel is just saying the Good News: “God loves you, He 
has a plan for your life. If you are honest enough to repent and believe, 
you will be forgiven and become a child of God. He will never leave you, 
He will live within you, and when you die, you will go to Heaven.”  

 

My parent’s words have never failed me, and they taught me in the way 
to go.  Our Lord’s words likewise never fail us, and teach us in the way to 
go. As stewards of the gospel we simply proclaim it, tell it, share it.   

 

Terry Hefner 
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Church Staff 
 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
gsh.elca@gmail.com (828-781-3060) 
 

Pastor Frank Waugh: Associate for Pastoral Care 
vicarfranksmlc@gmail.com  (828-485-7028) 
 

Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist 
 (828-459-2161) 
 

Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist 
 (828-459-2161) 
 

Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary 
deanna@smarklc.org (828-459-2161) 
 

Church Secretary 
lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 

Congregation Council meets May 20 at 6pm. 
 

Next newsletter mailing will be May 22. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 
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Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 

Congregation Council 
 

 2019 2020 2021 
Kerri Nash Barry Bumgarner Tim Carpenter 
Edie Connor Tiffany Caudill Brad Moser 
Gigi Sigmon Marcheta Campbell Gina Schaefer 
Tanya Stephenson David Tucker Cathy Sigmon 


