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Worship Schedule 
 

+ + + 
 

May 14 
5 Easter 

Mother’s Day 
 

May 21 
6 Easter 

 

May 28 
7 Easter 

 

June 4 
Day of Pentecost 

Thankoffering 
Camp Sending 

Graduation Recognition 
 

June 11 
The Holy Trinity 

Homecoming Sunday 
One Service (10am) 

 

+ + + 
 

Sunday Mornings  
 

8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 

The Reminder 
 

May 10, 2017 

Homecoming Sunday with Rev. Josh Tucker is June 11 
St. Mark’s honors its 130th anniversary this year with Homecoming Sunday. There will be one service on June 11 at 
10am with Rev. Josh Tucker preaching. Following the worship service, there will be bouncy houses for the children 
and fellowship for adults. Lunch will include barbeque, hot dogs, and all the fixings. Congregation members are 
asked to bring a dessert to share.   

 

Native son, Josh Tucker is pastor of partner congregations, Crossroads Lutheran and Amazing Grace 
Lutheran. Prior to this call, he served at St. Matthews Lutheran Church in Kings Mountain. Josh also 
served as vicar at Crossroads and Amazing Grace before returning to Lutheran Theological Seminary 
in Columbia to earn his Master of Divinity degree in May 2013. Josh is married to Kristi Tucker. They 
have one daughter. He is the son of Keith and Susan Tucker.  Welcome home! 

Events for Sunday Worship on June 4 

Graduate Recognition 
Graduates will be recognized at 
both services on June 4. Send 
information regarding those 
graduating from high school or 
college to the church office no 
later than Monday, May 22. If 
your graduate is unable to attend 
worship, please email a photo for 
inclusion in the June newsletter 
(lisa@smarklc.org).  

Day of Pentecost 

The Day of Pentecost marks the end of the 50 
days of the Easter liturgical celebration. After 
showing himself to the disciples and after 
having ascended, Jesus’ followers received 
the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. Our 
Lutheran worship is filled with festivity, color 
and movement as we both conclude the 
Easter celebration and welcome anew the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Camp Sending 
St. Mark’s children and youth who are 
attending church camp this summer are 
asked to be present to be recognized at both 
services on Sunday, June 4. For information 
about camp choices, please see page 3. 
 

Thankoffering Received 
The Thankoffering was established at St. 
Mark’s in 1933 in order to fund special 
projects within the church. The designation of 
the Spring Thank Offering will be determined 
at the next Congregation Council meeting. On 
Sunday, June 4, you will have the opportunity 
to place your Thankoffering in the miniature 
church at the Baptismal Font.  

Bailey Carpenter and Andy 
Waters exhibited their 2016 

Pentecost artwork. 
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Daniel & Sarah Locke To Graduate From Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary 

Native son, Daniel Locke, and spouse, 
Sarah got married in 2015 then spent a 
year in Malaysia. While there, Sarah 
completed her internship and Daniel 
worked in a pastoral capacity with a 
Bangsor Lutheran Church. In 2016, the 
couple returned to complete their final 
year at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, 
Columbia, SC. Graduation is May 20. 

Women of St. Mark’s are Invited to a Celebration 
Sunday, May 14, 3pm, Family Life Center 

The 2017 Woman of the Year will be announced at the 
celebration. Refreshments will be served. Please join us! 

 

Women of the ELCA Study is Tuesday, May 16 
May’s theme is “You Are Not Alone” presenting 10 
reflections from 10 diverse women of many generations 
sharing what it means to trust God. The study meets in the 
lounge at 11am. 
 

Younger than Springtime Lunch on Tuesday, May 16 
The Younger than Springtime group goes out to lunch after 
the Women of the ELCA study. All are welcome to join them!  
 

Quilting Group meets on Tuesdays (10am—noon) 
The quilting group meets every Tuesday (except for when 
the Women of the ELCA study meets). Join them for quilting 
and fellowship at Quilting Mission on Main Street, next to 
the church. 

 

Women of the ELCA Calendar 

Women of the ELCA Annual Gathering 
June 23—25 at Lenoir Rhyne 

Each congregation is invited to send one voting 
member, and as many participants who wish to 
attend, to the NC Women of the ELCA Annual 
Gathering at Lenoir Rhyne University.  
 
The theme is “Commissioned To Go…Love, 
Serve, Pray, Proclaim, Give.” Registration forms 
are available at the sanctuary doors. Contact 
Tamarah Hefner with questions or find more 
information online: www.ncwelca.org. 

 

Congratulations! 

Korbin Nash Honored at Bunker Hill 

Congratulations to Korbin Nash. He received 
several awards including the title of Master 
Sergeant, Air Force, JROTC, at Bunker Hill 
High School on April 29. Parents are Kelly and 
Kerri Nash. Brother is Kody Nash. 
Grandparents are Kermit and Kay Nash.  

Birth of Camdon Johnston 

Congratulations on the birth of Camdon Davidson Johnston 
who was born Saturday, April 15 at Watauga Hospital, 
Boone NC.  Parents are Chelsea Sigmon Johnston and 
Robert Davidson "Bobby" Johnston.  Grandparents are 
Jimmy Maran Sigmon Jr. and Keva Wilson Sigmon. Great 
grandparents are Carolyn Setzer Sigmon and the late 
Jimmy Maran Sigmon. 
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Trinity Village and Lutheridge are jointly offering Lutheroad Day 
Camp. Lutheroad Day Camp is for children, ages 5-12, as well as 
seniors who live at Trinity Village. The camp provides the two 
groups with opportunities to learn and grow together in faith. 
Counselors from Camp Lutheridge, together with staff members 
from Trinity Village, will lead campers in music, arts and crafts, 
Bible study, and nature programs.  
 
The cost is $115 per child. A limited number of scholarships are 
available. Please contact Marchetta Campbell (828-328-2006) 
for more information.  
 
Registration deadline is June 1. Brochures are available at the 
sanctuary doors and in the Parish Hall. You can also contact the 
church office to have a brochure emailed. 

Trinity Village & Lutheridge Offer 
Lutheroad Day Camp, June 12—16 

Camp Opportunities through Novus Way 

Summer Camp at Lutheridge (Arden, NC) or Lutherock (Newland, 
NC) begins the week of June 4—10 and runs through the 
summer, ending the week of July 30—August 5. Program costs 
and descriptions can be found online at www.novusway.com. 
Highlights include: 
 

 Catching fireflies and roasting marshmallows 
 Silly skits, songs, and games galore! 
 Bible stories that come to life 
 New skills and adventures: make a craft or climb a mountain! 
 Counselors who model Jesus: watching, teaching, and caring. 
 Providing for faith formation of young people as well as 

leadership development for the Christian church. 

 

Summer Camp at Lutheridge and Lutherock 

In October 2014, we 
tragically lost Alec Sigmon 
in a car accident. We still 
miss him, and invite you to 
continue to pray for the 
family. Alec loved camp – 

particularly Lutherock. The family has 
designated that memorial funds given in 
his memory, be specifically given as 
camping scholarships.  
 
The total amount per camper to be given 
once per year is $150. Please contact the 
church office or see the 2017 Yearbook for 
more details about the Alec Calvin Sigmon 
Memorial Camp Scholarship.  

Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial 
Camp Scholarship 

 

Scholarships for Lutheran Camp 

 

St. Mark’s pays $150 towards registration 
and another $150 is available through the 
Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial Camp 
Scholarship. Contact the church office for 
the forms and more details (828-459-2161 
or karen@smarklc.org). 
 

The following guidelines apply for  both 
scholarships:  
 

 The funds are available for those in 
grades 1 – 12.  

 Scholarships are given to those who 
attend one of the Lutheran camps for a 
full week. An exception to this is camp 
for 1st and 2nd graders which is less 
than one week.  

 The total amount per camper to be 
given once per year is $150 per 
scholarship. 

 Go to www.novusway.com for 
information on camping opportunities 
and their registration process. 
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DOWN, IN, AND OUT:  
LOVING GOD  

AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR  
 

When we practice stewardship  
in this way we are making 

 the sign of the cross.  
 

God makes the first vertical line 
DOWN; we follow by moving IN 

to the center and then OUT  
to our neighbors on either side, 

both near and far.  
 

We form a cross with our lives 
and through our faith,  

we are marked with the cross  
of Christ forever.  

 

Stewards of God’s Love: ELCA World Hunger 

OUT OUT 

DOWN 

IN 

Pastor Gary, along with St. Mark’s representatives, Nicky and Evelyn Setzer, 
will attend NC Synod Assembly in Greensboro. This is the official annual 
gathering of the NC Synod of the ELCA for the purpose of conducting 
business as well as gathering for worship, learning and fellowship. Go to 
the website for more information: www.nclutheran.org. 

 

2017 NC Synod Assembly, June 2-3 in Greensboro 

ELCA World Hunger Challenge Grant 
 
During the ELCA World Hunger 40 Days of Giving campaign, the St. Mark’s 
congregation donated more than $4,000. An anonymous donor of the 
Synod is willing to match the ELCA World Hunger gifts up to $50,000 to be 
collected at the Synod Assembly, June 2-3. 
 
If you would like to add to this matching donation, please write your check 
to St. Mark’s with ELCA World Hunger Challenge Grant on the memo line. 
Any contributions made by May 21 will be included in our offering, which 
will be presented to the NC Synod Assembly. 
 
Today, 1 in 9 people lives in extreme poverty, living on less than $1.90 a 
day. In the United States, 46.7 million Americans live in poverty and 795 
million people around the world do not know where their next meal is 
coming from. As members of the ELCA, we are called to respond. Your gifts 
to ELCA World Hunger help our church creatively and courageously work 
toward a world of justice in which all are fed. 
 
Join us in praying for and supporting our brothers and sisters in Christ 
across the country and the world! 
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Local Outreach Opportunities 

Pack a Backpack on May 18 
The month of May is St. 
Mark’s time to continue to 
show our support to the 
children in our community. 
Team members pack 
backpacks full of food for 
the weekend in order to 
meet the nutritional needs 
of some of the children at 
Claremont Elementary. The next packing 
day is Thursday, May 18 at 11:45am. 
Contact Rocky Miller at 828-459-1219 if you 
would like to help. 
 

Packing team members are: Hilda Deal, 
Norman Morrow, Bill Dotson, Evelyn and 
Nicky Setzer, Diane Dison, Rebecca 
Haddock, and Rocky Miller.  
 

If you would like to contribute to the 
church’s Backpack Program fund, 
envelopes are in the pews or you can mark 
your donation on the memo line to the 
backpack program. 

Join the St. Mark's Relay for Life Team on Friday, June 2, 6pm 
Hickory American Legion Fairgrounds 

 

What is Relay for Life? Relay is a team fundraising event where team members take turns 
walking around a track or designated path. Each team is asked to have a member on the track 
at all times to signify that cancer never sleeps. Cancer patients don't stop because they're tired, 
and for one night, neither do we. Each team sets up a themed campsite at the event and 
continues their fundraising efforts by collecting donations for food, goods, games, and 
activities. This money will count towards their overall team fundraising goal. 

 

St. Mark’s has received a $250 grant from Thrivent Financial to help raise money for Relay for Life. With the money 
we have purchased drinks and snacks for our team to give out. We also purchased fabric to make a Spring QUILT. 
We will give members of our church and members of the community an opportunity to win this quilt. We hope to 
raise a lot of money for Cancer Research this year! We also have Thrivent t-shirts to give away for our team 
members.  
 

We will also have information on how you can dedicate a luminaria. Luminaries are set all around the walking path 
and can be put there in honor of a cancer survivor or in memory of a loved one who has lost their battle with cancer. 
 

If you would like to make a donation or decorate and dedicate a luminaria, please see Chris Cloninger , Linda Hewitt, 
or any member of our team. 

Donations for Safe Harbor  
Collected through May 21 

St. Mark’s is collecting deodorant and 
body wash for Safe Harbor Rescue Mission 
through May 21. Please place donations in 
the bin at the sanctuary door near the 
Parish Hall. 

 

Mission Statement: “To provide a Christ-centered community 
where women can work to rebuild their lives through 
immediate and long-term programs.” 

 

Food Donations for ECCCM and St. Mark’s Food 
Pantry Received on May 21 

The third Sunday of the month is the 
designated day when St. Mark’s receives 
non-perishable food donations for the 
ECCCM and St. Mark’s Food Pantry. Please 
place your food donations in the bin at the 
sanctuary door closest to Parish Hall. 

 

ECCCM serves eastern Catawba County, providing emergency 
financial assistance, food, and clothing to those in need.  
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Financial Update 

 

We pray for our members who have recently experienced the death of a loved one: 
 
 Jim Dotson (May 4), brother of Bill (Harriet) Dotson 
 Dan Strong (April 28), brother of Susan (Keith) Tucker 
 Pat Foster (April 28), cousin of Richard (Nancy) Schroeder 
 Helen Albert Brown (April 21), mother of Cheryl Brown 
 Edith Hager Williams (April 5), sister-in-law of Norman Morrow 

 

Prayers for our Members 

Memorial  & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s  
 

In Memory Of In Honor of: 

None Received   None received 

 

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s Preschool  
 

In Memory Of   In Honor Of: 
Shirley Fisher by Colene Hall 
Macie Brown by Colene Hall None received 
 

Memorial  & Honoraria Gifts to Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial Camp Scholarship  
 
In Memory Of   In Honor Of: 
Arny Neumaier by Thomas & Arlene Hetrick  None received 

 
 

Worship  Attendance: 
 

4/30 - 149      5/7 - 115 
 

Ministry Financial Update as of  March 31, 2017 
 

 Reported as of  March 31     March               Year to Date 
 General Fund Receipts  $28,522.88 $79,721.89 
 Expenses (includes payables) $30,940.86 $86,970.14 
  

All current bills are paid. The Financial Update for April will be published in the second newsletter of the month.  
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 Women of the ELCA Celebration (May 14) 
 Pack a Backpack at Claremont Elementary (May 18) 
 ECCCM & St Mark’s Food Pantry Donations (May 21) 
 Memorial Day (May 29) 
 Relay for Life—Catawba County (June 2) 
 NC Lutheran Synod in Greensboro (June 2-3) 
 Day of Pentecost & Thankoffering (June 4) 
 Camp Sending & Graduation Recognition (June 4) 
 Homecoming Sunday (June 11) 

Spring and Summer Calendar Highlights 

On Sunday, September 10, congregations 
of ELCA will again join together for 
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday. As we 
observe the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, we are reminded of the 
gospel’s promise that we are freed in 
Christ to love and serve our neighbors.  
 
Ministry teams may do something on 
September 10 or plan another event. In 
2016, the Witness team fed lunch to 
local EMT, firefighters, and police officers 
over a two day period.  
 
Visit ELCA.org/dayofservice for helpful 
planning resources: 
 

 2017 toolkit 
 Worship resources, bulletin inserts, 

and posters 
 T-shirts. The deadline for ordering 

personalized T-shirts is August 15. 

 

Attention St. Mark’s Ministry Teams! “God’s Work. Our Hands.” is September 10 

 Lutheroad Day Camp (June 12—16) 
 Pastor Haddock out of country (June 12-26) 
 Father’s Day (June 18) 
 Women of the ELCA Gathering  

at Lenoir Rhyne (June 23—25) 
 Campfirmation at St. Mark’s (June 26-29) 
 Independence Day (July 4) 
 Campfirmation at Lutherock (July 16—22) 
 Rally Day at Kermit’s Park (August 27) 

Linda Hewitt serving lunch to Claremont Firemen  
for “God’s Work. Our Hands.” lunch in 2016. 

Vacation Bible School Plans are Underway 

Plans are underway for this summer’s Vacation Bible School. The date will be announced 
as soon as the Learning Team confirms with the other three churches involved. This 
summer’s theme will be “Hero Central.” 
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Church Staff 
Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
 gsh.elca@gmail.org  (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
 paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
Myra Long: Choir Director, Organist, Int. Praise Team Leader 
 longmyra@ymail.com  (704-213-7623) 
Katie Hamann: Interim Youth Leader 
 katie@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
 stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary  
 lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary  
 karen@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mike Baker: Church Sexton (828-459-2161) 

Newsletter Mailing 
The next mailing of the St. Mark’s Reminder will be on 
May 24. Please have information for the newsletter to the 
church office by Thursday, May 19. 
 

Congregation Council Meeting  
Council will hold its next meeting at 6pm on May 21. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Thu, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Fri, 8:30am - 12:30pm 

Vol. 7, No. 9 
5-10-17 

Follow Us Online 
 

St Marks Lutheran Church...Claremont  
 

stmarksclaremc 
 

smarklc.org 


