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Worship Schedule 
 

+ + + 
 

April  9 
Passion Sunday 

Easter Scavenger Hunt 
Seder Meal 

 

April 13 
Maundy Thursday 

 

April 14 
Good Friday 

 

April 15 
Holy Saturday 

Easter Vigil 
 

April 16 
Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Service 

Congregation Breakfast 
Traditional Service 

 
April 23 
2 Easter 

 
April 30 
3 Easter 

 
May 7 

4 Easter 
 

+ + + 
 

Sunday Mornings  
(Except Easter) 

 

8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 

The Reminder 
 

April 5, 2017 

April 9: Passion Sunday (8:15am & 10:30am) 
 

Easter Scavenger Hunt (9:30am): Children are invited 
to bring a basket and meet in the Parish Hall 
following the early service. 
 

Seder Meal (6pm): Our Seder Meal celebration recalls 
God's mighty acts of delivering the people of Israel from Egypt in the Passover.  We 
observe the Seder with the traditional meal including lamb, bread, herbs, 
vegetables, and fruit of the Jewish Passover.  

 

April 13: Maundy Thursday (7pm) 
 

Foundations for Faith and for Life: A Lenten Journey Using Luther’s Small Catechism 
Holy Communion; “Loving Encounter at the Table” 

 

April 14: Good Friday (7pm)  
 

A Service of Gathering Darkness: The Tenebrae is an ancient Christian Good Friday 
Service that makes use of gradually diminishing light through the extinguishing of 
candles. The flow and steps of Tenebrae symbolize the events of Holy Week from 
the triumphant Palm Sunday entry through Jesus’ burial. The gradually increasing 
darkness symbolizes the approaching darkness of Jesus suffering.  
 

April 15: Holy Saturday Easter Vigil (8pm) 
 

On Saturday evening our Easter celebration begins with the Vigil of Easter. We 
begin with a gathering prayer around the New Fire, followed by a candle-lighted 
processional moving from out of the darkness and into the Light of Christ. The Vigil 
includes readings that chronicle the great events and promises of salvation history 
from the Old and New Testaments. The service also celebrates the sacraments of 
Holy Baptism and Holy Communion wherein the risen Christ continues to encounter 
us.  The service culminates with the Easter Proclamation: "Christ is Risen! Alleluia!"  

 

April 16: Easter Sunday (7am & 10am)  
 

Congregation Breakfast (8:30am): Breakfast will be 
held between the services in the Family Life Center.  
 

On Easter morning we celebrate Christ's resurrection with a Sunrise service at 7am 
and a Traditional service at 10am. Special music is very much a part of these 
celebrations as well as  lilies, which will adorn our worship space. We celebrate new 
life given to us in Christ by the power of the Spirit for growth in grace and faith, 
individually and corporately as a Church. 

Holy Week and Easter 
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Easter Lilies!  
Orders Due by April 9 

 

Lilies are available for purchase to decorate our 
sanctuary for Easter. The cost is $10.  
 

You may dedicate lilies to the Glory of God, or to the 
Glory of God in memory or in honor of someone 
special.  
 

Checks should be written to St. Mark’s with Easter 
Lilies on the memo line. Please use the form below or 
contact the church office to dedicate the flowers. 

 

EASTER LILY FORM 

Name _______________________________________ 

Phone  ______________________________________ 

# of Lilies ______    X $10 = $______    Total ________ 

 

In Honor  

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
 

In Memory  

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

Congregation Breakfast 
Easter Sunday, April 16, 8:30am 

 

Volunteers are needed to help with the Congregation 
Breakfast on Easter morning. Contact Teresa Rozzelle 
(828-244-9518 or twrozz53@gmail.com) or call the 
church office if you are available  to help! 

 

Children’s Corner 

 

Volunteers for Congregation Breakfast 

Easter Scavenger Hunt on Sunday, April 9 
 

There will be an Easter Scavenger Hunt on Passion 
Sunday directly after the early service. Everyone is 
invited to participate Please bring a basket and meet 
in the Parish Hall following the early service. 

 

Mark Your Calendars for Homecoming! 

Homecoming Sunday is June 11 
 

St. Mark’s  honors its 130th 
anniversary this year with 
Homecoming Sunday. Call 
family and friends and 
invite them to celebrate! 
There will be one service at 
10am with Pastor Joshua 
Tucker preaching.  
 

Following the worship service, there will be bouncy 
houses for the children and fellowship for adults.  
Lunch will include barbeque, hot dogs, and all the 
fixings. Congregation members are asked to bring 
desert. 
 

Spread the word! Let’s celebrate our heritage. 
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A Thank You Note 
 

To the Congregation, 
 

Thank you for your prayers, 
visits, calls, and meals during 
my recent illness. Your support 
was greatly appreciated.  
 

Sincerely, 
Eva Cloninger 

 

THANKS SO MUCH to persons who are caring, calling, 
and sending cards. Our members appreciate our acts 
of caring, linked with prayers offering hope, love and 
support. 
 

Also, any members who need to talk with a Christian 
friend, please call Chris Cloninger or me. We are  
Stephen Ministers. 
 

In His service, 
 

Rocky Miller 
Stephen Minister 
Congregation Care Team Leader 

 

Congregation Care 

With Sympathy 
 

The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are with 
Miriam Sigmon Neumaier on the death of her husband, 
Arnold “Arny” Neumaier on March 15. A private service 
will be held on April 15. Memorials may be made to the 
Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial Scholarship Fund.  

A Stephen Minister Story:  
“Real Men, Real Ministry, Real Difference” 

 

I’m a retired naval officer, married with two children 
and four grandchildren. I love to ride my motorcycle 
and play golf. I was sitting in church one Sunday when 
our Stephen Leaders announced that they would be 
starting a new Stephen Minister training class and were 
inviting men and women to consider becoming part of 
this ministry. 
 

After that worship service, I found myself stopping by 
the Stephen Ministry table and picking up information. I 
learned that God is the cure giver, not me. My job as a 
Stephen Minister is to listen and care and leave the 
fixing up to God. That last part was tough for me 
because I’ve always been a fix-it kind of person. But I’ve 
found that it sure takes the pressure off to step back 
and let God do the fixing. 
 

I would encourage any man going through something 
difficult to be open to having a Stephen Minister. Men 
are often conditioned to be strong and self-reliant, so 
we put a wall around ourselves and don’t talk about 
what’s going on inside. But talking with a Stephen 
Minister really will help. I’ve seen the difference it can 
make. 
 

~ Steve Faith, Stephen Minister 
 Excerpted from www.stephenministries.org 

You are Invited to Donate to the Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial Scholarship Fund 
 

In October 2014, we tragically lost Alec Sigmon in a car accident. We still miss him, and invite you 
to continue to pray for the family. Alec loved camp – particularly Lutherock. The family has 
designated that memorial funds given, and those that continue to be given in his memory, be 
specifically given as camping scholarships. The total amount per camper to be given once per year 
is $150. Please contact the church office or see the 2017 Yearbook for more details about the Alec 
Calvin Sigmon Memorial Scholarship.  

 

Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial Scholarship  
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From the Support Team: Over the last year, a ministry team has been 
highlighted in the second edition of the newsletter and in the fourth 
Sunday of the month bulletin. There is one more ministry team left. We 
will not feature a team during the month of April. May: Witness Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
DOWN, IN, AND OUT: 

LOVING GOD  
AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR  

 

 
When we practice stewardship  

in this way we are making 
 the sign of the cross.  

 

God makes the first vertical line 
DOWN; we follow by moving IN 

to the center and then OUT  
to our neighbors on either side, 

both near and far.  
 

We form a cross with our lives 
and through our faith,  

we are marked with the cross  
of Christ forever.  

As we are created by God in and for community, so does the grace of 
God create among God’s people a community united by the cross of 
Christ. The cross subverts all worldly notions of merit, power and 
success. It is a powerful revelation of God’s solidarity with suffering 
humanity that upends and unsettles our presumptions. It is in and 
through the crucified Christ that we as Lutherans understand God and 
our witness to the world, for “true theology and recognition of God are 
in the crucified Christ. … It does one no good to recognize God in divine 
glory and majesty, unless one recognizes God in the humility and 
shame of the cross. 

(Martin Luther, “Heidelberg Disputation,” 1518) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger are making a difference. As a partner 
of churches, social ministry organization and development and 
advocacy organizations, ELCA World Hunger helps reach communities 
most in need throughout the world. Our relationships in the U.S. and 
around the world create an infrastructure that allows us to be very cost 
efficient and effective — less than 10 cents of every dollar is used for 
program administration and fundraising. 
 
Your generous giving makes it possible for ELCA World Hunger to be 
present throughout the United States and throughout the world. From 
health clinics to microloans, food pantries to soup kitchens, advocacy 
to community organizing, your gifts are supporting meaningful 
solutions that get at the root causes of hunger. 
 
So far this year, St. Mark’s members have raised $2700 for ELCA World 
Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving Campaign. Please make checks payable to 
St. Mark’s with 40 Days on the memo line. For cash donations, please 
be sure to put your name on the envelope in order to get credit on 
your giving statement. Thanks for your contributions! 

 

Stewards of God’s Love: Global Missions 
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving 

OUT OUT 

DOWN 

IN 
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A Message from the Bishop: “Falling and Not Afraid” 
From Living Lutheran, March 31, 2017 

Our living and our dying are great mysteries. 
 

Not long ago a young reporter contacted me wanting to talk about death. She had suddenly 
come to the realization that she would one day die. She wanted to know what happens to 
us when we die, was there life after death and what did Scripture say about heaven? These 
are meta-questions. 
 

I know how I felt when I was 28. I didn’t want to die. My whole life was ahead of me. I 
couldn’t accept that there was a limit to my time on earth. And there was a bit of a fear 
factor. What would happen to me? What if there was not a resurrection? Would death be 
painful? Did my life have meaning? I felt a little guilty about these doubts and fears because 
I was already ordained—I should be steadfast in my faith and have no doubts about my 
ultimate future. But I did. 
 

Here is what I learned from my experience at that time in my life: Life is precious and beautiful and, even in its 
painfulness, something to be fiercely protected. Also, doubt is not the opposite of faith but is part of faith. Doubt 
and questions can lead us to clearer understanding and deeper faith. 
 

Based on our tradition’s conviction that it is God’s gracious will to be merciful, that God intends good for all people 
and all creation, that no amount of good deeds or of bad will determine God’s relationship with us, or our eternal 
future—this is God’s work, God’s grace—I tried to answer the reporter’s questions. 
 

Lutheran Christians do believe in life after this earthly one. Paul wrote: “Do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his (Romans 6:3-5). 
 

There are many passages in Scripture that speak about heaven—beautiful descriptions of reconciled humanity 
singing praises to God, the end of mourning and crying and pain and death, and the beauty of the heavenly city. 
And we hear God’s fulfilled promise: “See, I am making all things new” (Revelation 21:5). 
 

Our living and our dying are great mysteries. The images of heaven we read in Scripture are the best and inspired 
efforts of the finite to describe the infinite. Human language and understanding are too small. But I am sure of this: 
God is love. God’s love is infinite and complete. In this life we only get a foretaste of that. When our earthly life is 
done we will be enfolded in that love and loved completely by the one who knows us completely. 
 

Paul put it this way: “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; 
then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12). 
 

My spiritual director told me this story. There was a woman who missed her footing in the dark and fell out of an 
open hotel room window. She clung desperately to the ledge all night, only to see at sunrise that she was 6 inches 
from the ground the whole time. 
 

Our lives are like that—trying to hold on no matter what, not believing that God is there ready to receive us. 
I thought about that for a while and only later came to realize that I am falling and not afraid. I don’t know what 
will come next in this life. I can’t definitively describe heaven. But I do know my life is in God’s hands. 

Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton 
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Memorial  & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s  
 

In Memory Of                                                         In Honor of: 
Elizabeth Freeze by Bill & Loretta Gilbert                                          None received 
 

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s Preschool  
 

In Memory Of   In Honor Of: 
None received                                                None received 
 

Memorial  & Honoraria Gifts to Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial Scholarship  
  

In Memory Of                                                  In Honor Of: 
Arny Neumaier by Bill & Loretta Gilbert                                             None received 
Arny Neumaier by Carolyn Sigmon 
Arny Neumaier by Glenna Pope 
Arny Neumaier by Landon B Lane, Jr. 

 

Worship  Attendance: 
 

3/26 - 173     4/2 - 177     Lent: 3/22 - 82     3/29-80 
 

Ministry Financial Update as of  February 28, 2017 
 

 Reported as of  February 28 February Year to Date 
 General Fund Receipts  $27,310.55 $51,199.01 
 Expenses (includes payable) $25,018.12 $56,029.28 

 

Women of the ELCA  

WOMEN OF THE ELCA BIBLE STUDY IS TUESDAY, APRIL 18, at 11am in the lounge. April’s study is based on Galatians 
5:1-6:18. The theme verse is “If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.” (Galatians 5:25). 
 

YOUNGER THAN SPRINGTIME IS TUESDAY, APRIL 18. The group goes out to lunch after the study. All are welcome! 

 

Financial Update 

“Woman of the Year” Nominations Accepted through April 30 
 

Each year the St. Mark’s Women of the ELCA elect a “Woman of the Year.” Any woman in our congregation is eligible 
for the award. Please give your nomination letter to Ginger Carpenter with the reasons why you believe your nomi-
nee should be given the designation. 2017 Woman of the Year will be announced at the Mother’s Day Celebration on 
May 14 in the Family Life Center. 

Mother’s Day Bulletin Insert Form Due by April 30 
 

The Women of the ELCA will again host a Mother's Day Bulletin Insert on May 14. The cost is $1 for each woman.  
Give the form to the board members or put in the offering plate in an envelope marked Mother's Day. 

 

In Honor of ________________________________________________________________________________ 
In Memory of _______________________________________________________________________________ 
By ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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St. Mark’s Red Cross Blood Drive is May 8 
 
 

The next blood drive at St. Mark’s 
will be held in the Family Life Center 
on May 8, 2:30-7pm.  41 pints were 
donated at the Red Cross Blood 
Drive on March 13. 

Trinity Village & Lutheridge Offer  
Lutheroad Day Camp: June 12-16 

 

Lutheroad Day Camp is for children, ages 5-12, as 
well as seniors who live at 
Trinity Village. Counselors 
from Camp Lutheridge, 
together with staff members 
from Trinity Village, will lead 
campers in music, arts and 
crafts, Bible study, and 
nature programs. The cost is 
$115 per child. Brochures are 
available at the sanctuary 
doors. 

 

St. Mark’s Directory Update 
 

The latest directory is included in the 2017 yearbooks which are available in the sanctuary and online in the 
Members Only section of the website (smarklc.org). Contact the church office for the password. Also, let us know of 
corrections and updates (lisa@smarklc.org or 828-459-2161).  
 

Please update your directory with this new address: 
 

Avery Kornegay, Abernathy Laurels, Room 106, 102 Leonard Ave, Newton NC 28658 

 

Events In the Community 

Catawba Valley Community Chorus  
Concerts on April 23 and 30 

 

The Catawba Valley 
Community Chorus will 
present concerts on Sunday, 
April 23, at 3pm at Beth 
Eden Lutheran Church, 

Newton,  and Sunday, April 30, at 3pm at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Catawba.  

Rising Hope Farm Fair is Saturday, April 29 
 

The 2nd Annual Farm Fair will offer handmade arts and 
crafts, antiques and vintage items. Proceeds will benefit 
Rising Hope Farms. The Farm Fair will be held rain or 
shine in the covered arena at Rising Hope Farms from 
10am until 3pm at 3775 Bethany Church Road in 
Claremont. Registration is now open to vendors. 
Www.risinghopefarms.com or call 828-638-0879. 

“Touch a Truck” Community Day 
Claremont Fire Department  

Saturday, April 22, 9-1pm 
 

This events will consist of 
all different types of 
vehicles: Fire, Rescue, 
Police, EMS, and Public 
Works. Children and 
adults are invited to 
check out the latest 
technology and equipment used in daily 
operations. In addition, there will be antique 
tractors, heavy equipment, and classic trucks.    
 

The event is free. Donations will be applied to the 
P.J. Stanley Scholarship Fund (community college 
scholarship for those entering the rescue field). 
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Church Staff 
Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
 gsh@elca.org  (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
 paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
Myra Long: Choir Director, Organist, Int. Praise Team Leader 
 longmyra@ymail.com  (704-213-7623) 
Katie Hamann: Interim Youth Leader 
 katie@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
 stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary  
 lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary  
 karen@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mike Baker: Interim Church Sexton (828-459-2161) 

Newsletter Mailing 
The next mailing of the St. Mark’s Reminder will be on 
April 19. Please have information for the newsletter to 
the church office by Thursday, April 13. 
 

Congregation Council Meeting  
Council will hold its next meeting at 6pm on April 17. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Thu, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Fri, 8:30am - 12:30pm 

 

Calendar Highlights 
 

Children at Christ’s Table at 9am (4/8) 

Easter Scavenger Hunt at 9:30am (4/9) 

Seder Meal at 6pm (4/9) 

Maundy Thursday Service at 7pm (4/13) 

Good Friday Service at 7pm (4/14) 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil at 8pm (4/15) 

Easter Sunday services at 7am and 10am (4/16) 

Congregation Easter breakfast at 8:30am (4/16) 

Church Office and Preschool closed (4/17) 

Vol. 7, No. 7 
4-5-17 

Follow Us Online 
 

St Marks Lutheran Church...Claremont  
 

stmarksclaremc 
 

smarklc.org 


