
  

 Our Mission 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

  To Make Disciples  

    To Embody Christ’s Love 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
April 15th, 2020 

 

Worship Schedule  

Services at St. Mark’s have been 
suspended due to the Covid-19 

virus. 

Please Join us for Worship Services 
by phone or on-line.  

See Page 3 for detailed instructions. 

++++ 

Notice on Gathering for 
Worship and Activities 

 
Our church gatherings for worship 
services and other activities have 
been suspended until at least May 
12, 2020, subject to change, if 
warranted. This follows Governor 
Roy Cooper’s Stay at Home Order 
that began on March 30, 2020 to be 
in effect until April 29, 2020, and the 
recommendation by the NC Synod in 
consultation with government 
officials and ecumenical partners 
recommend that there be no 
gatherings until May 12.  Your 
Congregation Council will keep you 
informed as to when we can plan on 
gathering again as we know more 
about how and when we can be 
safe.  Under the order gatherings of 
no more than 10 people are 
permitted with the practice of social 
distancing of at least 6 feet. Funerals 
however may have no more than 50 
people with social distancing.  At 
this time, St. Mark’s will do only 
graveside services with memorial 
services to follow later when safe.  

Dear Disciples of St. Mark’s, 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!  These words have been and are 
the ancient and current shout and cry of the church ever since the first century.  This 
shout and cry are uttered because the Lord, the Messiah who became incarnate for us, 
has defeated evil, overcome sin, and conquered death.  His victory is our victory, and 
because of Him we know God’s love and forgiveness.  By grace through faith we are  
given an unbreakable relationship with God.  We know and celebrate that God is with us 
now, and God will forever be with us.  His acts for us and the gift of relationship with 
Him mean that despite of what we may face, or whatever may befall us, that God’s love, 
presence, and promises are guaranteed to prevail.   
 

There is more.  This ancient and current cry of the church are uttered and give witness 
to the gift of the new and resurrected life given to us individually; but more importantly, 
given to us corporately as the body of Christ.  What does this mean for us today?     
 

With this ancient and current shout and cry on our lips and in our hearts, we face the 
current reality of change, loss, and anxiety.  Gone, for now, are the free-willing days of 
getting into our cars to go to church, to go shopping, to go to the grocery store, to travel 
and visit with family and friends in their homes or in local establishments.  Gone, for 
now, are the free-spirited times of simply standing near someone engaging in  
conversation, the giving or receiving appropriate touch in each other’s presence -  the 
touch of the shoulder, arm, forearm, hand, or back.  Gone, for now are appropriate 
hugs on encounter in greeting or departing, or shaking hands.  Anxiously, still with us, is 
the COVID-19 virus that continues to wreak havoc in its’ rampage throughout the world, 
threatens to afflict our loved ones, and our well-being and perhaps our lives. Hopefully, 
the threat of this scourge will be gone soon.  
 

Wow, did we ever take things for granted!  We have all experienced the loss of freedom 
and the usual patterns and habits of our lives.  We have all had to radically change and 
re-orient ourselves to this new world.  We have had to adapt to and to be creative in 
new ways of relating, of participating in worship, of gathering virtually, and had to adapt 
to new ways of keeping “safe” distance from each other.  We are concerned for our 
loved ones, and ourselves. We may feel experience grief, we may feel isolated, lonely, 
and anxious, and on top of all this, adaptation and change are challenging and not easy.  
 

In uttering the ancient cry in these times, more than anything else, what we miss the 
most is “you”, of being together.  Please hear these words.  NOT gone for now, or ever 
gone from us, is our Lord’s presence with us and His life in us.  He lives!  NOT gone for 
now, or ever gone from us are our lives bound together in Him as the body of Christ.  
We have each other.  We love and support one other.  None of us are alone.  The Care 
Touch Team in connecting with the congregation; the Grub Luv Chefs and Team in  
preparing and delivering food; the Tech Team in putting together the video worship  
services; both of your pastors in preparing worship, in reaching out to our most  
vulnerable, in providing pastoral care and counseling, in conducting graveside services; 
our gathering as a congregation for worship on line, by phone, or DVD; and all of you 
dedicated to prayer, to acts of kindness and care in love, to financial support, to  
volunteering; all demonstrate that we are the body of Christ – and that we are all in this 
together.                                                                                                      (continued on page 2) 
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Pastoral Letter (continued from page 1) 

Dear Disciples of St. Mark’s, 

Happy Easter to you!  It has been a different one for all of us.  However, the good news of Christ’s resurrection remains the 
same for us. Thanks be to God.   I wanted to send you a note of encouragement and thanks.  

During this different time, Pastor Gary, Pastor Heather, the staff, and your Congregation Council are working hard to serve and 
support you and your needs as we continue to manage the challenges and threats of COVID-19.  While, we still cannot gather 
together as a congregation.  We are doing what we can to keep you safe, as well as our pastors, staff, and congregation.  

There is good news financially, because of you.  In the past five weeks (through the end of March) we have received over 
$42000.00 in donations to our general offering.  I want to continue to urge you to continue your contributions, and encourage 
you to make donations to your church.  Without you and your help there will be no church.  Thank you for stepping up, and for 
your faithfulness.  Let’s keep it up!  Please mail your contribution to the church, or make your contribution online at our  
website @ smarklc.org by clicking on “online giving”, or through our church app that can be downloaded from our website. 
We also thank those who are using VANCO automatic giving arranged and set up through the church office.  

I hope you have been able to worship during this time apart.  Pastor Gary and Pastor Heather continue to prepare and lead 
worship for us. There are several options for you to worship.  Sunday services are and will be posted online on our website 
www.smarklc.org and online at YouTube (at YouTube site type in search window - St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Claremont). 
DVD’s are available to be mailed to you, on request, from the church office.  and through our mobile app that can be  
downloaded through our website.  Also, you can now worship with or without the internet through joining ZOOM meetings. 
Please note the dates and times available for you, and how you may participate in this newsletter. To date we have had 1211 
visitors to our website and 657 access worship services.                                                                                        (continued on page 3) 

Thanks be to God for what Christ did for us in His incarnation, life, death, and resurrection. Thanks be to God for the new life 
given to us individually and corporately as the body of Christ.  Thanks be to God for who we are in Him and for the life and love 
we share together in Him.   

This time and its challenges will come and go.  What will NEVER come and go is what God in Jesus Christ has done for us. What 
will NEVER come and go is the abiding, dynamic presence and love of the living Christ in our hearts and minds. What will  
NEVER come and go is who we are as the body of Christ, bound together in His abiding life, love and presence. What will  
NEVER come and go is His love which we see expressed in these days through words and acts of support, kindness and care.  
We will get through this challenging time with and in Him. We will get through this challenging time together!  Victoriously!   

These words from the Apostle Paul from Romans 8: 31-35, 37-39 confirm this.  “If God is for us, who is against us? He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any 
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”  

Joy, love and hope are ours.  Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!   

God’s Peace,  

 

Pastor Gary Haddock                              Pastor Heather Langan  

Letter from Congregation Council President David Tucker 

http://www.smarklc.org/
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Topic: Sunday Morning Worship 
YOU MAY GO TO WWW.SMARKLC.ORG OR YOUTUBE TO 
ACCESS ANY OF OUR RECORDINGS. AT OUR WEBSITE 
CLICK ON SERMONS, SCROLL TO THE BOTTOM TO SEE ALL 
OF OUR PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SERMONS. 

 

Time: Apr 19, 2020 11:00 AM Eastern  
To join by phone, call 

        +1 929 205 6099 US  

Meeting ID: 727 4599 2210 

Password: 771481 

OR Join our Zoom Meeting on line  
Type zoom.us.join in your web browser or open the zoom 
application on your smart device.  

Meeting ID: 727 4599 2210 

Password: 771481 

Topic: Sunday Morning Worship  
YOU MAY GO TO WWW.SMARKLC.ORG OR YOUTUBE TO 
ACCESS ANY OF OUR RECORDINGS. AT OUR WEBSITE 
CLICK ON SERMONS, SCROLL TO THE BOTTOM TO SEE ALL 
OF OUR PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SERMONS. 

 
Time: Apr 26, 2020 11:00 AM Eastern   
To join by phone, call 

      +1 929 205 6099 US  

Meeting ID: 716 7647 0306 

Password: 487253 

OR Join our Zoom Meeting on line  
Type Zoom.us.join in your web browser or open the zoom 
application on your smart device. 

Meeting ID: 716 7647 0306 

Password: 487253 

The Care Touch Team continues to reach out to members of the congregation. The pastors continue to reach out and to  
minister to members in need.  Food continues to be prepared and delivered by some members of the Care Touch Team. To 
date 258 meals have been delivered to those with need.   

All the above efforts and more continue on your behalf, and to serve our neighbor.  I invite your prayers for your church, and 
thank you for your support.  Happy Easter to you all. I look forward to gathering with you soon. 

God’s peace be with you 

Letter from Congregation Council President David Tucker (continued from page 2) 

We extend our sympathies to the family of Ellen Hunt. Ellen joined the Church Triumphant on 
April 1, 2020.  Please pray for her husband, Henry Sr. of Mocksville, her daughter, Myra (Barry) 
Bumgarner of Conover, her son, Henry Jr. (Martha) of Mocksville, her daughter Anita (Craig) 
Hendrix of Mocksville, Mary Lou Turner of Claremont, and grand-children.  Ellen’s graveside  
service was held on Saturday, April 5th.  A memorial service will be held at a later date.   
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Claremont, NC 

Congregation Council meets on April 20th at 6pm. 
 

Next newsletter mailing will be April 29th. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 

 

Vol. 10, No. 8 
4-15-20 

Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 

Congregation Council 
 

 2020   2021   2022  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist                                                            
(828-459-2161) 
Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist                                                              
(828-459-2161)  
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net   (828-459-2873) 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mary Willis: Church Secretary  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 

Mark Oakley: Church Custodian  (828-459-2161) 

Nikki Aiken: Church Custodian   (828-459-2161) 


