St. Mark’s Newsletter
The Reminder
March 8 2017
Worship Schedule

Lenten Mid-Week Services

+++

Foundations for Faith and for Life:

March 12
2 Lent
Daylight Saving
Time Begins
March 15
Midweek Services
March 19
3 Lent
March 22
Midweek Services
March 26
4 Lent
March 29
Midweek Services
April 2
5 Lent

A Lenten Journey Using Luther’s Small Catechism
Services on Wednesdays 12:10pm (communion) & 6:10pm
(March 15, 22, 29, April 5) & Maundy Thursday at 7pm (April 13)
2017 marks
the 500th
anniversary
of Martin
Luther’s
posting of
the 95
theses
which sparked the Reformation. To
celebrate our heritage, and to grow
in our lives of faith, we are using
Luther’s The Small Catechism as the
basis of our Lenten journey.

March 15: The Apostles’ Creed
The Privilege of Faith
March 22: The Lord’s Prayer
Participating in God’s Rule and Will
March 29: Holy Baptism
The Blessing and Call to Be Transformed
April 5: Confession and Absolution
Broken Lives and Soothing Balm

April 13: Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion (One service at 7pm)
Loving Encounter at the Table

Lenten Meals & Children’s Church on Wednesdays Through April 5

April 5
Midweek Services

Supper will be served in the Family Life Center from 5:15—5:55pm. Donations
of $5 for adults and youth and $3 for children are appreciated. Following
dinner, Katie Hamann will lead Children’s Church with worship, prayer, songs,
and crafts for children of all ages.

April 9
Palm Sunday
Seder Meal

Children at Christ’s Table
Scheduled for Saturday, April 8, 9-1pm

April 13
Maundy Thursday
+++
Sunday Mornings
8:15 am Contemporary
9:20 am Sunday Brew
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Traditional
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Children, age 6 and up, are invited to learn more about Holy Communion. Please
register with the church office by April 2 so we can make preparations. The class
will explain why we do communion, what it means, how we commune, and will
include age appropriate materials, activities, crafts, the making of bread, and
discovering where wine comes from - in the juicing of grapes. Pastor Haddock,
Rebecca Haddock, and Katie Hamann will lead the instruction.
Child’s Name ____________________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________________________

Seder Meal Is Palm Sunday, April 9 at 6pm
Our Seder Meal celebration recalls God's mighty acts of
delivering the people of Israel from Egypt in the Passover.
We observe the Seder with the traditional meal of lamb,
bread, herbs, vegetables and fruit of the Jewish Passover.
Other events that are also recalled in the Seder are:
God's faithfulness in the wilderness, God's gift of and
guidance into the Promised Land, and the promise of full
redemption of the promised Messiah. Our Seder Meal
culminates with celebrating Jesus the Christ, our
Passover, who delivers us from the mighty foes of sin,
death, and evil, who brings new life now and for all
eternity in his Kingdom.

Pastor Gary and Rebecca Haddock, with child reader, Noelle
Sharpe, and her parents, Michael and Dianne Sharpe.

Holy Week and Easter Schedule
April 9:

Passion Sunday at 8:15 & 10:30am

April 15: Holy Saturday Easter Vigil at 8pm

Seder Meal at 6 pm

April 16: Easter Sunday

(Family Life Center)

Sunrise Service at 7am

April 13: Maundy Thursday

Congregation Breakfast at 8:30am

Holy Communion at 7pm

(Family Life Center)
Traditional Service at 10am

April 14: Good Friday at 7pm

Easter Lilies! Orders Due by April 9
Lilies are available for purchase to decorate
our sanctuary for Easter. The cost is $10. You
may purchase lilies to the Glory of God, or to
the Glory of God in memory or in honor of
someone special. Deadline for ordering is
April 9. Checks should be written to St. Mark’s
with Easter lilies on the memo line. Please use
the form below or contact the church office to
order your flowers.
EASTER LILY FORM
Name: __________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________

Number of Lilies Ordered: _____________ X $10 = $_____________

Total Amount Due ___________________

In Honor of: ___________________________________________________________________________________
In Memory of: _________________________________________________________________________________
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Stewards of God’s Love: Global Missions
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in every good work. You will be
enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will
produce thanksgiving to God through us.”
2 Corinthians 9:7-8, 11
“God of power and might, in the face of the temptations of
the world, your strong word feeds us, upholds us, and
frees us to worship only you. Nourish us with your strong
word every day, so that by being filled and inspired, we

DOWN

will work to share your abundance with all the world.”
Amen.

OUT

OUT

IN
DOWN, IN, AND OUT:
LOVING GOD
AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR
When we practice stewardship
in this way we are making
the sign of the cross.
God makes the first vertical line
DOWN; we follow by moving IN
to the center and then OUT
to our neighbors on either side,
both near and far.

In 2016, St. Mark’s raised $4064 during the ELCA World
Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving Campaign. Let’s do it again in

2017. So far this year, we have already raised $1500!
Please make checks payable to St. Mark’s with 40 Days on
the memo line. For cash donations, please be sure to put
your name on the envelope in order to get credit on your
giving statement. Thanks for your contributions.

We form a cross with our lives
and through our faith,
we are marked with the cross
of Christ forever.
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In the next months, you will hear from one of the Ministry
Teams in the second edition of this newsletter and in the fourth
Sunday bulletin: March: Property Team; May: Witness Team.

Witness Team to Serve at Corner Table

NC Women of the ELCA Calendar

On March 14, the
Witness team will serve
lunch at Corner Table in
Newton. The Corner
Table is a soup kitchen
outreach ministry
provided by the people
of our community for the hungry of our community. Their
primary purpose is to provide nutritious meals in a
comfortable environment for any man, woman and child who
is in need.

Spring Retreat at Kure Beach is March 10—12.

The Corner Table got its name in four ways. First, several
communities are represented, "on the corner" where many
roads converge. Second, friends who meet for a meal usually
find a "corner table" best for visiting with each other. Third,
the Biblical tradition of tithing comes from an ancient custom
of landowners leaving a tenth of their crops in the corners of
their fields for the poor to harvest for themselves. Fourth, by
Holy Coincidence, the building is actually located on a corner.

Bible Study is Tuesday, March 21, at 11am in
the lounge. This month’s study is based on
Galatians 3:24—4:31. Theme verse: “And
because you are children, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son in our hearts, crying, ‘Abba!
Father!’” (Galatians 4:6).
Younger than Springtime lunch follows the
bible study on Tuesday, March 21 about
12:30pm.
For more information contact Tamarah Hefner
(828-4446-8728) or www.ncwelca.org.

It’s Summer Camp Registration Time!
Hooray for Summer!
The BEST season of the whole year. And they are preparing the BEST week of
each child’s summer at Lutheridge and Lutherock! That means:

Activities you cannot do during the school year:


Playing outside from morning until night!



Catching fireflies, roasting marshmallows



Making new friends and hating to say good-bye



Silly skits and songs, games galore! Who needs TV?



Bible stories that come to life: lessons learned by living them



New skills and adventures: make a craft or climb a mountain!



Counselors who model Jesus, always watching, teaching, and caring



Providing for faith formation of young people as well as leadership
development for the Christian church

Now is the time to lock in the lowest rates for your camper’s chosen week if you make your deposit BY MARCH 15!
Go to www.novusway.com com for more information. Two $150 scholarships are available for each camper.
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The Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial Scholarship Camping Fund
Alec Sigmon loved camp – particularly Lutherock – where he spent
many weeks. Those experiences significantly formed and shaped
his character and faith. In October of 2014, Alec tragically lost his
life in an automobile accident. The Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial
Scholarship Fund was set up in 2015 in his memory by his family.
Contributions to this fund are appreciated.
The Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial Scholarship is given to grade
school children of St. Mark’s who request and make application for
it for one camp session per summer at a Lutheran camp. The
amount awarded is $150. This makes camp more affordable,
Alec Sigmon at camp.
especially for those who have more than one child attending camp.
There are other guidelines as to how and when the Alec Sigmon Memorial Scholarship Camping Funds are
distributed. Please contact the church office for further details.

Camp Scholarships Are Available Through St. Mark’s
The cost of church camp per week per child is approximately $450. Each year, our congregation provides a
scholarship of $150 for grade school members of St. Mark’s to attend Lutheran summer camp. You can either
register and have the church reimburse you or contact the office to have us pay $150 directly to the camp. Once you
decide, email the church office with your receipt, name and camp dates (lisa@smarklc.org or 828-459-2161).
Lutheridge and Lutherock Summer Camp information can be found at www.novusway.com. You can choose your
week and register online at their website or call their offices at 828-684-2361. Lutheridge and Lutherock also have
scholarships available as no one wants a child or youth to miss out on the joys of summer camp because of the cost!

Julia Sigmon at camp.

Joseph Carpenter at camp.
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Congratulations!

Red Cross Blood Drive is March 13

Birth Announcement

Volunteers are needed to host and to provide baked
goods for the Red Cross Blood Drive. Please contact
Nicky Setzer with questions (828-459-9668).

Congratulations to La Shae
and Mark Bialkoski on the
birth of their son, Finley
Edward, on February 26.
Finley’s sister is Baylee and
grandparents are Donald
and Debbie Herman.

Music Ministry
Singers and Musicians for Praise Team
St. Mark’s is looking for
vocalists, musicians, and all
instrumentalists with a love of
God and praise/worship music.
The style of music ranges from
contemporary, new age
contemporary, and traditional
mix. If this sounds like something you would like to try,
we would love for you to come sit in on some of our
practices and meet our praise team members. For
more information please contact Myra Long after
worship or by email: longmyra@ymail.com.

Lenoir Rhyne A Cappella Choir Free
Concert on March 25
The Lenoir-Rhyne A Cappella Choir is pleased to
announce its annual spring tour, March 12-19, with
performances in North and South Carolina. A post-tour
homecoming concert will be held on March 25, at 7:30
p.m.in Lenoir Rhyne's Grace Chapel. All performances
are free and open to the public. The program is titled
'Ever-Present, Ever-Reforming."
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Lost & Found
Have you lost a watch, jewelry, or a black vest? Please
check with the church office. Items lost in worship or
the Family Life Center may be found there. Please call
828-459-2161.

Daylight Saving Time
Begins on March 12
Move your clocks forward one hour
before you go to bed on Saturday night.
Do not miss church!

Financial Update
Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s
In Memory Of:
Linda Sigmon by Ginger Carpenter
Elizabeth Freeze by Barbara Weaver
Kristina Winters by Kaye & Barbara Shaffer
Elizabeth Freeze by West Iredell Water Co.
Shirley Fisher by Glenn & Gaye Morrison
Elizabeth Freeze by Mike & Carolyn Hackett
Elizabeth Freeze by Paul & Kathy Gibson
Elizabeth Freeze by Alec & Kathy Warren
Elizabeth Freeze by Ginger Carpenter
Elizabeth Freeze by Paul & Dawn Long
Elizabeth Freeze by Martha Jones
Elizabeth Freeze by Women’s Fellowship of Hope Moravian Church
As you may have heard, our Financial
Elizabeth Freeze by Woodmen of the World, Statesville Lodge 647
Secretary, Karen Hunt, was sick this week and
Elizabeth Freeze by St. John’s Lutheran Youth Group, Statesville
was unable to create the Financial Update for
Elizabeth Freeze by Betty Jo Litaker & Leo Hearst III

this newsletter. Our prayers are with her as
she returns to work on a limited schedule.

In Honor Of:
None given

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s Preschool
In Memory Of
none given

In Honor Of:
none given
Worship Attendance:
2/12 - 190 2/19 - 172

Ministry Financial Update as of January 31, 2017
Reported as of January 31
January
Year to Date
General Fund Receipts
$23,879.00
$23,879.00
Expenses (includes payable)
$31,261.09
$31,261.09
Thanks to our Thrivent members we received $7371 in Thrivent Choice Dollars in 2016! These dollars were split between the
General Fund, the Preschool, and the Back-Pack Program.
All Thrivent Dollars for 2016 have been made available. If you have not directed your share, yet now is the time to do so. All
2016 dollars that are not directed will expire on March 31. If you have never directed your choice dollars and need some help
with this process, please call the church office and ask for Karen. She will be glad to help you.

Rising Hope Farms Volunteer Training and Dance Benefit
Daddy Daughter Dance “Boots & Bling”

Volunteer Training is March 18

March 17 at 6:30pm

Rising Hope Farms is a
ministry that provides a safe
and inspirational environment
to interact with horses. The
trained volunteers help
provide a safe and effective
program while enhancing the
quality and enjoyment of the lessons. Volunteer training day
is March 18, 10am until noon. For more information, call 828638-0879 or go to their website: www.risinghopefarms.com.

Rex Allen Theater, 4964 Carolina Mill Rd, Hickory
Call 828-638-0879 for tickets.
$50 per couple, $20 per additional child
Sit down dinner and dancing.
All proceeds go to Rising Hope
Farms in memory of Kris Evans.
7

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

NON-PROFIT ORG.

P.O. Box 550

Permit #2

3216 West Main Street

U.S. Postage

Claremont, NC 28610

PAID

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Claremont, NC

Church Staff
Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor
pg@smarklc.org
(828-781-3060)
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care
paulernestchrist@yahoo.com
(828-409-4681)
Myra Long: Choir Director, Organist, Int. Praise Team Leader
longmyra@ymail.com
(704-213-7623)
Katie Hamann: Interim Youth Minister
katie@smarklc.org
(828-459-2161)
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director
stmarkspreschool@charter.net
(828-459-2873)
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary
lisa@smarklc.org
(828-459-2161)
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary
karen@smarklc.org
(828-459-2161)
Mike Baker: Interim Church Sexton
(828-459-2161)

Follow Us Online
St Marks Lutheran Church...Claremont
stmarksclaremc
smarklc.org
8

Vol. 7, No. 5
3-8-17

Calendar Highlights
Lenten Mid-week Services (3/15, 3/22, 3/29, 4/5)
NC W-ELCA Spring Retreat (3/10—3/12)
Daylight Saving Time (3/12)
Children at Christ’s Table (4/8)
Passion Sunday & Seder Meal (4/9)
Maundy Thursday (4/13)

Good Friday (4/14)
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil (4/15)
Easter Sunday (4/16)

Newsletter Mailing
The next mailing of the St. Mark’s Reminder will be on
March 22. Please have information for the newsletter to
the church office by Thursday, March 16.
Congregation Council Meeting
Council will hold its next meeting at 6pm on March 20.
Church Office Hours
Mon - Thu, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Fri, 8:30am - 12:30pm

