
  

 Our Mission 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

  To Make Disciples  

    To Embody Christ’s Love 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
The Reminder 
March 4, 2020 

 

Sunday Schedule  

8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

+++ 

March 8th 
Second Sunday in Lent 

daylight saving time begins 
 

March 15th 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Food Pantry/ECCCM Pantry Donations 
 

March 22 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 1, 2020 marks the be-
ginning of a new era for the life 
and ministry of our congrega-
tion.  With the call of Deacon 
Heather, and then with her or-
dination and installation as As-
sociate Pastor Heather Langan, 
the pastoral leadership of St. 
Mark’s has grown. What does 
her call with us mean as an 
equal member of the pastoral 
team?  

I think it is important for you to understand how we each will serve, and how 
we will work together as under-shepherds to Christ among and with you.   

First, we equally share together and support each other in the responsibilities, 
privileges, and challenges of being charged with the Office of Word and Sacra-
ment as your pastors.  We will share together equally by dividing an equal 
share of leadership in preaching, presiding as worship leader, teaching, offer-
ing pastoral care in counseling and visitation, presiding at weddings and funer-
als, praying for you, and will support and respect the unique each has and the 
leadership each brings to our work together as a team, and our work with our 
respective ministry teams.   

Second, Pastor Heather will work with and will be the lead pastor with the 
Learning Team, the Evangelism Team, the Youth Team, Global Missions, Prime 
Time Ministries, and Confirmation.   

Third, I will work and serve as Supervisor of the support staff, will oversee ad-
ministration, will provide oversight and coordination of publications, and will 
be the lead pastor with the Personnel Team, Worship and Music Team, Con-
gregation Care Team, Memorial Team, Finance Team and Support Team.   

Fourth, we will support each other’s role as the designated lead pastor in the 
above assigned areas while recognizing that there will be times when we will 
need to provide leadership, as needed and requested of each other, to work 
together in those designated areas.   
 

(continued on page 3) 

VISION FOR A NEW ERA 

 

 

 
Vision for a New Era 

Small Group Meetings 
 

Invitations will be sent out to  
segments of the congregation for 
lunch and conversation. Get to 
know Pastor Heather and to  
reflect on our priorities for our life 
in ministry together.  
 

All members will be invited over 
the course of the small group 
meetings. The first meeting is 
March 15th.   
 

11:45am—1:30pm in the FLC 

Look for your invitation. 



2 

  

Pastor Heather’s Ordination and Thank You 

Many thanks to all who were a part of this past Sunday's Ordination and Installation service.  Thank you to the mem-
bers of the Call Committee and the Congregation Council for this diligent work.  Thank you to the ushers, tech team, 
choir, and congregation members who participated in the service.  Thank you to Tamarah and Mary for their work 
on the pro-presenter and the bulletin.  Thank you, Emily, for the beautiful solo.  Thank you to all who prepared the 
dinner and the space in which it was held.  And thank you also for the beautiful Lenten stole!  Each Lenten season 
when I wear it, I will be reminded of my ordination here at St. Mark's.  Thank you to Bishop Tim Smith, Pastor Gary 
Haddock, Pastor Mary Miller-Zurell, and Pastor Christy Lohr Sapp for leading the worship service.  I am grateful and 
humbled to be your Associate Pastor here at St. Mark's.  Thank you for welcoming me and my family with open 
arms.  May God bless our ministry in this place! 

Pastor Heather Langan 
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Holy Week Schedule 
 

April 5: Seder Meal on Passion Sunday (6pm) 

Our Seder Meal celebration recalls God's mighty acts 
of delivering the people of Israel from Egypt in the 
Passover. We observe the Seder with the traditional 
meal including lamb, bread, herbs, vegetables, and 
fruit of the Jewish Passover. Our Seder Meal 
culminates with celebrating Jesus the Christ, our 
Passover, who delivers us from the mighty foes of sin, 
death, and evil, who brings new life now and for all 
eternity in his Kingdom. 

April 9: Maundy Thursday (7pm) 

With nightfall we gather with Christians around the 
world to enter into and to celebrate the Great Three 
Days. At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is 
Jesus’ commandment to love one another and his 
institution of Holy Communion.  

April 10: Good Friday (7pm) 

The Tenebrae is an ancient Christian Good Friday 
Service that makes use of gradually diminishing light 
through the extinguishing of candles. The gradually 
increasing darkness symbolizes the approaching 
darkness of Jesus suffering.  

April 11: Holy Saturday Easter Vigil (8pm) 

This is the night! This is our Passover with Christ from 
darkness to light, from bondage to freedom, from 
death to life. Tonight is the heart of our celebration 
of the Three Days and the pinnacle of the church’s 
year.  

April 12: Easter Sunday (7am & 10am) 

(7am Sunrise Service & 10am Traditional Service) 

Congregation Breakfast between services at 8:30am 
in the Family Life Center. 
 

With great joy we celebrate this day of days, even as 
we begin the great fifty days of Easter. Filled with 
hope, we go forth to share the news that Christ is 
risen!  

(continued from page 1) 

Pastor Heather and I share the commitment and hope 
that as a pastoral team that in our work and service 
with you, that we as a congregation will grow and 
deepen our life together in Christ, will expand our out-
reach and ministries in current and new ways, and to-
gether move forward with you as we come to identify 
priorities and discern a renewed vision for our life and 
ministry together.   
 

To give you an opportunity to get to know Pastor 
Heather, YOU ARE INVITED TO VISION FOR A NEW 
ERA SMALL GROUP MEETINGS to join Pastor Heather 
and me for lunch after church in the Family Center. 
When we meet, we also want to begin with you the 
process of reflecting on who we currently are and what 
priorities we might discern for our life together, not 
only for now but for our future.  
 

This is how it will work.  Invitations will be sent out to a 
segment of the congregation prior to the Sunday of the 
meeting.  Over the course of 7-8 meetings ALL congre-
gation members will receive an invitation to join us for 
lunch in the Family Life Center at 11:45 for fellowship, 
lunch and conversation. If you cannot make the Sunday 
for which you were invited there will be an extra ses-
sion for those who have not had the opportunity to 
participate.  
 

Our mission is to proclaim the gospel, to make disci-
ples, and to embody God’s love. That mission will not 
change. However, how we expand and deepen our cur-
rent ministries, and how we take on new ministries 
and priorities will change the ways in which we fulfill 
that mission.  I invite your prayers, renewed commit-
ment of time, talent, and financial support to the life 
and ministry of St. Mark’s as we move forward. Thanks 
be to God for Jesus Christ! Thanks be to God for the life 
and ministry of St. Mark’s!  Thanks be to God for our 
shared life and ministry together as the body of Christ! 
     

A New Era Holy Week Services 
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Congregation Council Meeting 

February’s Congregation Council Provisional Minutes from February 17th Meeting 

Present: David Tucker, Tim Carpenter, Brad Moser, Kerri Nash, Pastor Gary, Marlene Epps, Terry Hefner,  
Gigi Sigmon, Cathy Sigmon, Denise Arndt, Gina Schaefer  

Excused: Tiffany Caudill, Marcheta Campbell 

Action Item: An Organ task team  was formed to explore the status of our organ and possible replacement.  
                        Members include Tim Carpenter, Terry Hefner, Brad Moser and Charles Connor III. 
                        Council Discussed and approved the lease terms for the temporary organ. 
Pastor’s Report: Was received in writing. 
 

Finance Team: Report was reviewed. 

 

Tech Team: (Terry Hefner and Carol Schaefer) continue efforts to recover from lightning strike.   Current status:  the 
standard definition cameras still have Red/green/blue color space issues and  do not work with the new Vaddio HD 
production view we installed due the storm damage.  We’ve spent a good bit of time with vaddio support to see if 
that could be fixed with no luck.  DVDs can be made if changed to black and white using software The vaddio bridge 
was also damaged by storm.  We found one for 50$ on eBay which is working ok but now the camera signal is not 
recognized by the Pc or Propresenter.  This means we cannot show camera output on wall.  Carol is to try a firmware 
update next week.  Propresenter support was no help.  We can use the Vaddio bridge to stream to internet directly, 
when the camera situation is fixed.   Carol is researching Buying one used HD camera to test with the whole system 
and Terry is working with Larry’s sound for other options.   

 
Support Team:  Monday February 10. Terry Hefner, Kerri Nash, Gigi Sigmon, Denise Arndt. Kerri opened in prayer. 
Main discussion was geared toward Our Stewardship Series. Dates are September 13-October 4 2020. Title will be 
This Is Us: Stories of Stewardship. We will be gearing up for our Ice Cream Social which hoping we can open up to 
not only St Marks Members, but other area churches and community.  Monies will be donated to a local organiza-
tion or charity. We hope to do an event for our local high school to encourage students to attend a service and wel-
come them into our ministry. More details coming. 2020 is going to be an Exciting year!!! Adjourned in the Lords 
Prayer! Respectfully submitted by Gigi Sigmon 
 
Property Team: FLC LED lights have been completed in January.  Repairing on some lights in Parrish Hall. We will be 
looking at future plans for updating outdoor sign, vents on sanctuary and Parrish Hall.  Checking on leaks from past 
rain and storms.  Reviewing plans for possible additional storage for FLC. Reviewing possible future use of the Par-
rish Hall and offices. Cemetery Committee will be reviewing on upgrading our records and moving to a GPS location 
system. Also still reviewing options for pew pads or cushions as a future project.  
Submitted by Nicky Setzer 
 
The Witness Team: We decided to have soup and sandwiches and homemade desserts on Sunday March 
22nd.  There will be take outs available and all will be welcome to sit down and enjoy the fellowship with their fel-
low worshippers.  The soups will be chicken noodle, and vegetable beef. Sandwiches will be turkey, cheese and pi-
mento cheese. There will be homemade pound cakes and peach cobbler and homemade cookies, tea, coffee and 
water.  We will also take this to our shut ins. 
 
The Learning Team: Has been doing children’s activities each Wednesday evening for Wonderful Wednesday’s. 
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Lenten Mid-Week Services  

Wednesdays 12:10PM (Communion) & 6:10PM 

March 11, 18, 25, April 1, Passover begins at sundown April 8th 

Questions from the Lord 

Jesus, like that of a Jewish rabbi, asked his disciples many questions designed to challenge and to invite his disciples 
to pause, to think, to imagine, to examine, to assess, and to remember. His timely and well asked questions opened 
doors to those who had ears to hear to new avenues insight, thinking, and living. This Lenten season we will take up 
some of our Lord’s questions while he lived among us, and as we do we will be challenged and invited to reflect on 
our lives of faith and discipleship. 
 

The questions we will take up in our Lenten journey are the following:  

March 4      “Then do you also fail to understand? Don’t you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can  
                      make him ’unclean’?”     Mark 7:18,19 

March 11    “You of little faith, why do you doubt?”     Matthew 14:31 

March 18    “What were you arguing about on the road?”      Mark 9:33 

March 25    “And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?”   Matthew 6:27 

April 1         “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you?”    Luke 6:46 

Upcoming Lenten Services 

Easter Lilies! Reserve by April 6 

Lilies are available for purchase to decorate our sanctuary for Easter. The cost is $10. You may purchase lilies to 
the Glory of God in memory or in honor of someone special.  

Please write checks to St. Mark’s with Easter lilies on the memo line. 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone  ________________________# of Lilies ______    X $10 = $______    Total ______ 

In Honor  ________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory _______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Food Donations on March 15th 
ECCCM and St. Mark’s Pantry  

The third Sunday of the month is the 
designated Sunday when St. Mark’s asks 
for non-perishable donations for the 
food pantries. Please place donations in 
the bin at the Parish Hall entrance.   
 
Ideas for donation: 
Canned or pouches of tuna or chicken, Vienna sausages, 
canned meat tamales, canned cored beef, cooked pouches 
of rice, canned beans, canned vegetables, spaghetti 
noodles and meat sauce, peanut butter/jelly, crackers like 
saltines or ritz. Trial sized lotion and personal care items.  
THANK YOU! 

 

March 
 

3/7 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER at Mt. Calvary 10:30 
3/9 Support Team Meeting 6:30 (L) 
3/10 Quilting Mission 10:00 (QM) 
3/10 Volunteering at The Corner Table 9:00 - 1:00 
3/11 Congregation Care 3:00 (L) 
3/11 Lenten Service 12:10  and 6:10 (S)  
3/11 Lenten Meal 5:15 (FLC) 
3/11 Chancel Choir 7:00 (CR) 
3/15 Donations for Food Pantry/ECCCM 
3/15 Vision for a New Era 11:45 - 1:30 (FLC) 
3/16 Congregation Council 6:00 (L) 
3/17 Quilting Mission 10:00 (QM) 
3/17 WELCA Bible Study 11:00 (L) 
3/17 Property Team Meeting 6:00 (L) 
3/18 Lenten Service 12:10  and 6:10 (S)  
3/18 Lenten Meal 5:15 (FLC) 
3/18 Chancel Choir 7:00 (CR) 
3/20 PrimeTime Ministries Community Luncheon 12:00 
3/22 Witness Team Fundraiser Lunch after services  
3/24 Quilting Mission 10:00 (QM) 
3/25 Lenten Service 12:10  and 6:10 (S)  
3/25 Lenten Meal 5:15 (FLC) 
3/25 Chancel Choir 7:00 (CR) 
3/29 Vision for a New Era Meeting 11:45 - 1:30 (FLC) 
3/30 Learning Team Meeting 6:30 (L) 

 

Calendar Highlights 

(S) Sanctuary, (FLC) Family Life Center, (L) Lounge, (QM) 3244 W. Main St (PH) Parish 
Hall, (CR) Chancel Choir Room  

 

Church and Community 

Church Organ Update 

Hello members of St. Mark's, 

I want to take a moment to bring everyone current 
with the progress made with respect to our organ. Fol-
lowing our information meetings with you the Wor-
ship and Music Team along with Council president Da-
vid Tucker and Charlie Connor met to formulate a plan 
of action.  At the recommendation of Worship and 
Music the Council voted to rescind the recommenda-
tion  to purchase the Viscount organ.  An organ team 
was organized to explore all options with respect to 
the organ issue.   

Before that team had an opportunity to meet several of its membership chance had an encounter with a representative from Rodgers or-
gans.  At the very first meeting of the organ team, information gathered from that chance meeting was shared.  Some of that information 
contradicted the information we previously received regarding the repair of our Rodgers organ.  The name of a Rodgers repair technician 
was given to us and contact was made with him.  That technician came on Wednesday afternoon and was successful in making organ re-
pairs and also replacing several lamps in the stop buttons that had burned out some time ago.  The technician said that the organ should be 
playable for some time but also said that we should also be thinking about organ replacement.   

The good news is that we have bought more time to fully consider future options! 

For all of those who have made commitments toward organ replacement,  you have the gratitude of the entire congregation.   It is the 
hope of the Worship and Music and the Organ teams that you would continue those commitments to form an Organ fund.  In looking at 
other Organ builder's proposals as well as the ones received from the Viscount salesperson, the price range varies from 57 to 130 thousand 
dollars.  Commitments received thus far puts the low end proposal within easy reach but that instrument may not be the best choice.  That 
means that we would have to raise considerably more funds to explore other options in the future.  

I hope that this letter fully explains where we are and how we have come to be at this stage.  We initially were given information which 
proved to be untrue but through diligence and the grace of God we now have a clearer path and the gift of additional time . 

Yours in Christ, Tim Carpenter 
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Worship Attendance 
 

   Date                                         Total both services 
   February 23                                        154 
   February 26 (Ash Wed)                      83 
   March 1st                                           156 
                                      

Notices 

Opportunities to Volunteer 

 
 

 

Women of the ELCA February/March Schedule 
Saturday, March 7 World Day of Prayer at Mt. Calvary 

Friday, March 13 thru Sunday March 15,  
Spring Retreat at Kure Beach, (registration form page 6)
Tuesday, March 17 at 11:00 AM -Bible Study  
Tuesday, March 17 Women of the Vine at 6:30-TBA 
Our emphases are school supplies. 

You are invited to join us for 

Primetime Senior Ministries,  

Community Luncheon Friday,  

March 20th, 12:00pm in the Family Life Center  
Monroe Pannell, Attorney at Law  

will be the guest speaker. 

RISING HOPE FARMS 

Volunteer Training Saturday, March 14th or 28th 
10:00 am -  12:00 noon at the arena. 

3775 Bethany Church Road, Claremont NC 28610 
 
Rising Hope Farms  has volunteer opportunities for  
everyone (14 years or older) 
 
 - Rider Assistant/Side walker 
 - Horse Handling/Care 
 - Barn/Arena/Ground  
    Maintenance 
 - Administrative/ Office 
 
Call or Text Sandy at 828-302-7240 or  
Ellen at 440-315-7816 to register for training. 
Must have parental signature if under 18. 
 
Visit our website for full details. Risinghopefarms.com  

Memorials and Honorariums 

In memory of Gib Bolick by Sue Karen Falls 
In memory of Ken Thornton by Sue Karen Falls 
In memory of Gib Bolick by Gary and Elizabeth Franklin 
In memory of Louie William by Rick and Mary Wike 

To St. Mark’s Preschool 

In memory of Gib Bolick by Chris and Donna Reese 
In memory of Gib Bolick by Jerry and Jinnie Davis 
In memory of Gib Bolick by Don and Vickie Beaver 

SUNDAY LUNCH FUNDRAISER  
MARCH 22nd 

The Witness Team will be preparing soup and sandwich-
es to help raise money for the church’s many needs.  

There will be take outs available after each service and 
all will be welcome to sit down and enjoy the  
fellowship with their fellow worshippers.   
The soups will be chicken noodle, and vegetable beef.  
Sandwiches will be turkey, cheese and pimento cheese. 
There will be homemade pound cakes and peach cob-
bler and homemade cookies, plus tea, coffee and water 
to drink.   
Cost is $8.00 for adults and $5.00 children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We will also take this to our shut-ins.  

Activities here at St. Mark’s 
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 550 

3216 West Main Street 

Claremont, NC 28610 
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P A I D 

Claremont, NC 

Congregation Council meets on March 16th at 6pm. 
 

Next newsletter mailing will be March 18th. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 

 

Vol. 10, No. 5 
3-4-20 

Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 

Congregation Council 
 

 2020   2021   2022  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist                                                            
(828-459-2161) 
Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist                                                              
(828-459-2161)  
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net   (828-459-2873) 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mary Willis: Church Secretary  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 

Mark Oakley: Church Custodian  (828-459-2161) 

Nikki Aiken: Church Custodian   (828-459-2161) 


