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Worship Schedule 
 

+ + + 
 

March 26 
4 Lent 

 

March 29 
Midweek Services 
“Holy Baptism” 

 

April 2 
5 Lent 

 

April 5 
Midweek Services 
“Confession and 

Absolution” 
 

April  9 
Passion Sunday 

Easter Scavenger Hunt 
Seder Meal 

 

April 13 
Maundy Thursday 

 

April 14 
Good Friday 

 

April 15 
Holy Saturday 

Easter Vigil 
 

April 16 
Sunrise Service 

Congregation Breakfast 
Traditional Service 

 

+ + + 
 

Sunday Mornings  
(Except Easter) 

 

8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 

The Reminder 
 

March 22, 2017 

Seder Meal Is Passion Sunday, April 9 at 6pm 
$8 for adults and youth. Children under 13 are free.  

Please contact the church office to make reservations. 
 

Our Seder Meal celebration recalls God's mighty acts of delivering the people of 
Israel from Egypt in the Passover.  We observe the Seder with the traditional meal 
including lamb, bread, herbs, vegetables, and fruit of the Jewish Passover.  
 

Other events that are also recalled in the Seder are:  God's faithfulness in the 
wilderness, God's guidance to the Promised Land, and the fulfilment of redemption 
in the Messiah.  Our Seder Meal culminates with celebrating Jesus the Christ, our 
Passover, who delivers us from the mighty foes of sin, death, and evil, who brings 
new life now and for all eternity in his Kingdom. 

April 9:  Passion Sunday (8:15 & 10:30) 
Easter Scavenger Hunt (9:30am) 
Seder Meal (6pm) 

April 13: Maundy Thursday (7pm) 

April 14: Good Friday (7pm) 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 

Congregation Breakfast on Easter Sunday, April 16 at 8:30am 
 

Volunteers are needed to help with the 
Congregation Breakfast on Easter morning. Please 
contact Teresa Rozzelle (twrozz53@gmail.com or 
828-244-9518) or the church office if you are 
available  to help! 

St. Mark’s children on Passion Sunday in 2016 

April 15:  Holy Saturday Easter Vigil (8pm) 
April 16:  Easter Sunday (7 & 10) 
Sunrise Service (7am) 
Congregation Breakfast (8:30am)  
Traditional Service (10am) 
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Lenten Meals & Children’s Church 
Wednesdays through April 5 

 

Supper will be served in the Family Life Center from 
5:15—5:55pm. Donations of $5 for adults and youth 
and $3 for children are appreciated. Following dinner, 
Katie Hamann leads Children’s Church with worship, 
prayer, songs, and crafts for children of all ages.  

Easter Lilies! Orders Due by April 9 
 

Lilies are available for purchase to decorate our 
sanctuary for Easter. The cost is $10. You may dedicate 
lilies to the Glory of God, or to the Glory of God in 
memory or in honor of someone special. Deadline for 
ordering is April 9. Checks should be written to St. 
Mark’s with Easter Lilies on the memo line. Please use 
the form below or contact the church office to 
dedicate the flowers. 

 

EASTER LILY FORM 

Name _______________________________________ 

Phone  ______________________________________ 

# of Lilies ______    X $10 = $______    Total ________ 

In Honor  ____________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

In Memory ___________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

Children at Christ’s Table 
Saturday, April 8, 9-1pm 

 

Children, age 6 and up, are invited to learn more 
about Holy Communion. Please register with the 
church office by April 2 so we can make 
preparations. The class will explain why we do 
communion, what it means, how we commune, 
and will include age appropriate materials, 
activities, and crafts. Those attending will make 
bread and juice some grapes. Pastor Haddock, 
Rebecca Haddock, and Katie Hamann will lead the 
instruction. 
 

 

CHILDREN AT CHRIST’S TABLE FORM 
 

Name ________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________ 

Foundations for Faith and for Life: A Lenten 
Journey Using Luther’s Small Catechism 

 

Wednesday, March 29:  Holy Baptism 
2:10pm (communion) & 6:10pm services 
“The Blessing and Call to Be Transformed” 
 

Wednesday, April 5: Confession and Absolution 
2:10pm (communion) & 6:10pm services 
“Broken Lives and Soothing Balm” 
 

Thursday, April 13: Maundy Thursday 
Holy Communion (One service at 7pm) 
“Loving Encounter at the Table” 

 

Children’s Corner 
 

Lenten Mid-Week Events 

Easter Scavenger Hunt on Sunday, April 9 
 

There will be an Easter Scavenger Hunt on Passion 
Sunday directly after the early service. Everyone is 
invited to participate. Please contact Katie Haman 
(katie@smarklc.org) for more information. 
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“God says, ‘I do not choose to come to you in my majesty and in the company of angels but in the guise of a 
poor beggar asking for bread. … I want you to know that I am the one who is suffering hunger and thirst.’”
  

(Martin Luther, sermon on the Gospel of St. John, 1540) 

 
So far this year, St. Mark’s members have raised 
$2000 for ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving 
Campaign. Please make checks payable to St. Mark’s 
with 40 Days on the memo line. For cash donations, 
please be sure to put your name on the envelope in 
order to get credit on your giving statement. Thanks 
for your contributions! 

 

NC Women of the ELCA: Tribute to a Bold Woman at St. Mark’s 

 

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA BIBLE STUDY is Tuesday, April 18, at 11am in the lounge. April’s study is based on 
Galatians 5:1-6:18. Theme verse is “If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.” (Galatians 5:25). 
 

YOUNGER THAN SPRINGTIME lunch follows the bible study on Tuesday, April 18 about 12:30pm. 

 

ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving 

Sunday, February 26, was the designated day to 
celebrate Bold Women’s Sunday. I was planning to 
present a Templetalk but decided to write this article 
instead because I knew I probably would not have 
been able to speak without crying.  
 

First of all, I want to thank all of the bold women in 
our church. We have so many members who are 
involved in so many ways. Thank all of you for your 
many works! 
 

I really want to highlight a very bold woman, Shirley 
Fisher, who many of us have looked up to and loved. 
Shirley was a woman you could always count on and 
who was always there to help, no matter if it was the 
NC Women of the ELCA or our church. 
 

I joined and started participating in the women’s 
organization at St. Mark’s when I was 18. Shirley was 
always a very active participant. She helped make 
school bags every year for Lutheran Family Services. 
She helped to spearhead our Quilt Mission Ministry. 
Shirley and her daughter, Denise, would pack and 
take approximately 80 quilts each year to New 
Jerusalem for shipping to Lutheran World Relief.  

Shirley helped wherever she could. She served as Chair of 
a food group and was always in the kitchen helping when 
there was a meal at the church. Shirley made costumes 
for the Christmas pageant. She sang in the Chancel choir.  
 

Shirley was an Altar Guild member. During Lent, she was 
always the one who put the cloth on the cross right after 
Ash Wednesday. This year it went up a little late because 
Shirley was not here to take care of it!  
 

Anytime there was something to be done, she was there 
to do it. I asked her to speak one time and Shirley replied 
that she preferred to be behind the scenes instead of in 
the limelight. Thanks be to God that St. Mark’s had such a 
faithful servant. She is truly missed.  
 

~ Tamarah Hefner, President 
St. Mark’s NC Women of the ELCA 

 

“Tribute to a Bold Woman” 
 

Well done, our good  
and faithful servant! 

 

Shirley Sue Carpenter Fisher 
April 1, 1934—December 25, 2016 
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Witness Team Served  
at the Corner Table 

 

The Witness Team thanks the 
following members for their 
help and hard work at The 
Corner Table on Tuesday, 
March 14:  Camille Patrick, 
Marlene Epps, Jo Marilyn 
Hewitt, Linda Hewitt, Chris 
Cloninger, Glenn Morrison, 
Charles “C3” Connor, and 
Rocky Miller. We all enjoyed 
being there and helping to 
prepare a nutritious meal for 
the hungry. 
 

While there, we were asked if 
we could volunteer at least 
once a quarter instead of once 
a year. This request will be 
discussed at the April meeting. 
 

The Corner Table got its name 
in four ways. First, several 
communities are represented, 
"on the corner" where many 
roads converge. Second, 
friends who meet for a meal 
usually find a "corner table" 
best for visiting with each 
other. Third, the Biblical 
tradition of tithing comes from 
an ancient custom of 
landowners leaving a tenth of 
their crops in the corners of 
their fields for the poor to 
harvest for themselves. 
Fourth, by Holy Coincidence, 
the building is actually located 
on a corner. 

 

Local Outreach 

Food and Monetary Donations Needed for  
Catawba County Backpack Program  

 

On February 2 and 16, St. Mark’s members packed 
backpacks at Claremont Elementary for the Catawba 
County Backpack Program. Volunteers included: Rebecca 
Haddock, Evelyn Setzer, Bill Dotson, Norman Morrow, 
and Rocky Miller. Our packing team packs there every 
three months. Dianne Dison double bags our grocery 
bags in preparation. 
 

Food and monetary donations would be appreciated for 
this program. Bins are located near the doors. Checks 
can be made payable to St. Mark’s with Backpack 
Program on the memo line. 
 

Requested food items: 
 Chicken / tuna –cans or pouch 
 Pasta sauce –small 
 Peanut butter in small plastic jars 
 Jelly in small plastic jars, 
 Corn, green beans and sweet peas—cans 
 Cereal in the medium size boxes 
 Ravioli—cans 
 Mashed potatoes—instant pouches 
 Popcorn—packets 
 Soup—Vegetable beef, chicken with rice or vegetables 
 Pop tarts—packets 
 Pringles—small cans 
 Raisins—small boxes 
 Cracker Jacks 
 

The Backpack Mission 
 

To provide weekend nourishment to students in Catawba County who are 
hungry on the weekends. The Program provides each child with dinners, 
lunches, breakfasts, and snacks each weekend throughout the school year.  
 

How the Backpack Program Works 
 

The Backpack Program works with schools throughout the county to provide 
children with a backpack filled with food every Friday throughout the school 
year. The program seeks to assist children who participate in the Federal Free 
and Reduced Meal Program or families who temporarily find themselves 
choosing between food and other living expenses. Parents apply for the 
program through their child’s school counselor. Local churches, civic 
organizations, and businesses serve as the volunteers that pack the bags each 
week and deliver them to the schools. Hickory Soup Kitchen provides 
warehouse space for the program.  
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Over the last year, a ministry team has been highlighted in the 
second edition of the newsletter and in the fourth Sunday of the 
month bulletin. There is one more ministry team left. We will not 
feature a team during the month of April. May: Witness Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

DOWN, IN, AND OUT: 
LOVING GOD  

AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR  
 

 
When we practice stewardship  

in this way we are making 
 the sign of the cross.  

 

God makes the first vertical line 
DOWN; we follow by moving IN 

to the center and then OUT  
to our neighbors on either side, 

both near and far.  
 

We form a cross with our lives 
and through our faith,  

we are marked with the cross  
of Christ forever.  

 

Stewards of God’s Love: Spotlight on the Property Team 

OUT OUT 

DOWN 

IN 

Purpose of the Property Team 
To serve the mission of the congregation to proclaim the gospel 
and of making disciples through providing oversight, 
maintenance, and enhancement of the physical property or any 
system associated thereto to support the use of property. 
 

Team Functions/Tasks 
 Facilities: To maintain, repair, and enhance the physical 

property of the congregation.  
 Grounds & Landscaping: To maintain grounds and landscaping 

of all St. Mark’s property including the St. Mark’s cemetery. 
 Planning: To provide to the Congregation Council current or 

capital improvement needs that exceed the adopted budget, 
along with all pertinent details, and if there is an immediate 
need, a recommendation for the proposed project for review 
and decision by the Council. 

 Services and Items:  To secure bids and to provide for services 
and items related to the upkeep and maintenance of the 
property and associated systems, to report them to Council as 
a point of information, and if needed, for Council review and 
approval. 

 

Chair: Michael Korn, Liaison: Teresa Rozelle,  
Members: Nicky Setzer, Tim Sigmon 
 
Highlights of the Property Team 2016 Annual Report 
The property team, throughout the year has addressed issues 
with water leaks, toilet issues, painting, door and lock repairs, and 
added security systems. 
 

 Replaced all toilets in the women’s restroom in the Parish Hall. 
 Repaired locks and doors in the Family Life Center. 
 Painted and caulked around all windows of the Parish Hall. 
 All outside doors, wrought iron, steel fire escape steps were 

painted by Sigmon’s Painting with a donation from Kay & 
Kermit Nash. 

 Replaced and painted ceiling in east hallway adjacent to 
chancel. 

 Replaced ice maker in Parish Hall Kitchen. 
 Added additional security in the Family Life Center. 
 Sealed leaks and painted wall in Preschool Classroom. 
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Memorial  & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s  
 

In Memory Of In Honor Of:  
Shirley Fisher by Eva Cloninger & Jaretta Harrington Charles & Edie Connor by Barry & Kathy Whisnant 
Elizabeth Freeze by Frosty & Diane Winters 
Elizabeth Freeze by Louie & Betty Williams 
 

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s Preschool  
 

In Memory Of   In Honor Of: 
Shirley Fisher by Ron & Hilka Cox Bob & Rita Busbee by Barry & Kathy Whisnant 
Linda Sigmon by Ron & Hilka Cox 

 

Worship  Attendance: 
 

2/26 - 160     3/5 - 160     3/12 - 77     3/19 - 181 
Ash Wednesday - 93     Lent: 3/8 - 85     3/15 - 79 

 

Ministry Financial Update as of  February 28, 2017 
 

 Reported as of  February 28 February Year to Date 
 General Fund Receipts  $27,310.55 $51,199.01 
 Expenses (includes payable) $25,018.12 $56,029.28 

 

Thanks to our Thrivent members we received $7371 in Thrivent Choice Dollars in 2016! Our members direct their 
dollars to where they want them to go. These dollars were directed to the General Fund, the Preschool, and the 
Back-Pack Program. 
 

All Thrivent Dollars for 2016 have been made available. If you have not directed your share yet, now is the time to 

do so. All 2016 dollars that are not directed will expire on March 31. If you have never directed your 

choice dollars and need some help with this process, please call the church office and ask for Karen. She will be glad 
to help you. 

Trinity Village & Lutheridge Offer  
Lutheroad Day Camp: June 12-16 

Lutheroad Day Camp is for children, 
ages 5-12, and seniors at Trinity 
Village. Counselors from Camp 
Lutheridge, together with staff 
members from Trinity Village, will lead 
campers in music, arts and crafts, Bible 
study, and nature programs.  
 

Add in the special relationships formed 
with caring, older adults, and your 
child is certain to have a week they will long 
remember. The cost is $115 per child. Brochures 
are available at the doors of St. Mark’s sanctuary. 

 

Lutheran Events in the Community 

 

Financial Update 

Hymnfest on Sunday, April 2 at 3pm 
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Hickory 

The Hymnfest is free and everyone is cordially 
invited. There will be a reception to follow in the 
Fellowship Hall. St. Andrews Lutheran is located at  
629 8th St NE, Hickory.  
 

This event is part of the festivities leading up to 
the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in 
October. The Hymnfest is based on the six 
“Catechism Hymns” written by Martin Luther. 
Luther wrote these hymns to help parishioners 
learn the elements of his Small Catechism: Ten 
Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, Holy 
Baptism, Confession, and Holy Communion. 
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Veterans Garden of Honor  
Indoor Yard Sale is April 8 

 

Town of Catawba Veteran's Garden 
of Honor is hosting an Indoor Yard 
Sale event on Saturday, April 8 from 
8am until noon at the Catawba Volunteer Fire 
Department located at 108 N Main Street downtown 
Catawba. The event will be held rain or shine. All 
proceeds go towards Phase III of the Veterans Garden of 
Honor acknowledging our First Responder Veterans. 
 

Completed applications are due by April 6. Email 
veteransgardenofhonor@gmail.com or call 828-241-
2215 with questions. Applications are available online: 
www.townofcatawbanc.org. 

From February 20 Meeting 
 

Carol Schaefer, Acting Secretary 
 

In Attendance: Carol Schaefer, Terry Hefner, Nicky 
Setzer, Pastor Gary, Angela Brown, Edie Connor, 
Teresa Rozzelle, Gigi Sigmon. All others were 
excused.   
 

Call to Order by Nicky Setzer. Minutes approved 
from January meeting. 
 

Pastor's Notes: Motion: Mike Baker to perform 
custodial duties on a contract basis. Motion passed. 
Motion: Create a restricted fund line item for Food 
Service Groups for use at Funerals to be as needed 
to handle large groups. Motion passed. 

 

Synod Delegates: Need delegates for Synod 
assembly in June.  Council to work on determining 
delegates in March. 
 

Cockman Family concert on February 27: "seed" 
money is sought. $220 available. Goal is $600 
towards the total of $900. Pancake offering money 
to be applied. Concert is at 4 pm. 
 

Homecoming scheduled for June 11:  Josh Tucker to 
be requested to participate as pastor. There will be 
Bouncy houses and BBQ on church campus. Possibly 
with pot luck sides to share. 
 

Finance: Nicky covered summary of 2016 and 2015 
budgetary results. Motion: Lent offering shall be 
sent to ECCCM and Corner Table and will be evenly 
divided.   Motion passed. 
 

Property:  
 A secured entry access system has been installed 

at the back door of the Parish Hall. Ring the bell 
and wait for click—20 seconds to open door.  

 Lights in the church have been replaced.  
 Chancel choir railing is loose and needs repair.  
 Vent hood needs to be repaired and cleaned so 

that it draws properly. 
 

Support: Met and are working on videos and 
material to be projected during announcements. 
 

Adjournment and Lord’s Prayer 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Events In the Community 

Catawba Valley Community Chorus  
Concerts at Local Lutheran Venues 

The Catawba Valley Community Chorus will present 
Spring Concerts on Sunday, April 23, at 3pm at Beth 
Eden Lutheran Church, 400 N. Main Avenue, Newton,  
and Sunday, April 30, at 3pm at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, 200 N. Main Street, Catawba. 
 

There also will be concerts 
at Trinity Village on Springs 
Road, on Monday April 24, 
at 7pm and Abernethy 
Laurels, Newton on Monday, May 1, at 7pm. The 
concerts are free to the public and mostly religious in 
content. No admission is charged, but a free-will offering 
will be received. 

Rising Hope Farm Fair is Saturday, April 29 

The 2nd Annual Farm Fair will offer handmade arts and 
crafts, antiques and vintage items. Proceeds will benefit 
Rising Hope Farms. The Farm Fair will be held rain or 
shine in the covered arena at Rising Hope Farms from 
10am until 3pm at 3775 Bethany Church Road in 
Claremont. Registration is now open to vendors. 
Www.risinghopefarms.com or call 828-638-0879. 
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Church Staff 
Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
 gsh@elca.org  (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
 paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
Myra Long: Choir Director, Organist, Int. Praise Team Leader 
 longmyra@ymail.com  (704-213-7623) 
Katie Hamann: Interim Youth Leader 
 katie@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
 stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary  
 lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary  
 karen@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mike Baker: Interim Church Sexton (828-459-2161) 

Newsletter Mailing 
The next mailing of the St. Mark’s Reminder will be on 
April 5. Please have information for the newsletter to the 
church office by Thursday, March 30. 
 

Congregation Council Meeting  
Council will hold its next meeting at 6pm on April 17. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Thu, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Fri, 8:30am - 12:30pm 

 

Calendar Highlights 
 

Lenten Mid-week Services (3/29, 4/5) 

Children at Christ’s Table (4/8) 

Passion Sunday & Seder Meal (4/9) 

Maundy Thursday (4/13) 

Good Friday (4/14) 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil (4/15) 

Easter Sunday (4/16) 

Vol. 7, No. 6 
3-22-17 

Follow Us Online 
 

St Marks Lutheran Church...Claremont  
 

stmarksclaremc 
 

smarklc.org 


