
  

 Our Mission 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

  To Make Disciples  

    To Embody Christ’s Love 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
The Reminder 
March 18, 2020 

 

Worship Schedule  

Services at St. Mark’s have been 
suspended due to the Covid-19 

virus. 

We will continue to post recorded 
services to our web site 

www.smarklc.org and YouTube 

Search for St. Marks Lutheran 
Church, Claremont NC 

The following schedule is 
subject to change. 

+++ 
 

HOLY WEEK 
 

April 5th 
Passion Sunday 

 

April 9th 
Maundy Thursday 7:00pm 

 

April 10th 
Good Friday 7:00pm 

 

April 11th 
Saturday Easter Vigil 8:00pm 

 

April 12th 
Easter Sunday 

7:00am Early Service 
Breakfast between Services 

10:30am Late Service 
 

April 19th 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Dear Disciples of St. Mark’s, 

During this difficult time please know that Pastor Gary, Pastor Heather, the staff, 
and the Congregation Council are doing everything possible to serve you.   
 

We continue to make you safe.  Given the daily changing and evolving situation 
of the COVID-19 virus, we continue to suspend gatherings for your safety and 
well-being.   To protect you and ourselves the office area is only open to staff.  
Your pastors and the staff continue to work at the office, at a distance, and may 
work remotely at home, if necessary.    

We continue to worship.  Pastor Gary and Pastor Heather continue to lead us in 
worship and to bring the Word through recorded and posted videos online at 
our website, www.smarklc.org, on YouTube (at YouTube site type in search win-
dow - St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Claremont), and through our mobile app that 
can be downloaded through our website.  DVD’s are also available.  Please con-
tact the church office if you want a DVD mailed to you. Also, included in this 
newsletter and future mailings there are and will be resources for adults and 
children to explore and to dwell in the Word.  
We continue to support the congregation.  We are developing ways to increase 
communication and support to our congregation. We will communicate with you 
as they develop and are rolled out for you.   

We continue to financially support the congregation.  We encourage you to 
continue to make your donations to the church.  There are several options for 
you.  We ask that you mail your donations to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, PO Box 
550, Claremont, NC 28610.  Electronically, you may give directly through our 
website by clicking on “Online Giving” (below “Claremont” on the home page).  
You may also give through our mobile app for handheld devices that can be 
downloaded through our website (just follow the prompts).  We thank those 
who are already set up for automatic giving through Vanco.   

We continue to pray.  I also ask that everyone daily lift up our congregation in 
prayer.  Please pray this prayer as you read this: “O God, where hearts are fear-
ful and constricted, grant courage and hope. Where anxiety is infectious and 
widening, grant peace and reassurance. Where impossibilities close every door 
and window, grant imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists our think-
ing, grant healing and illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, 
grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 76). 

For anyone who has questions or needs assistance. Please contact me. 

God’s peace be with you 

 

828-244-0277  

http://www.smarklc.org
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Dear People of St. Mark’s and to those who join us here online.  

These are challenging times for us and all citizens of the United States as we manage the COVID-19 virus outbreak.  

The Congregation Council of St. Mark’s made the decision to suspend any activities of any kind until April 5, 2020.  

That decision is subject to review and assessment as we move deeper into and through this crisis.   

Your pastors stand with the Congregation Council in this decision. We ask that you do the following.   

First, we ask you to pursue and implement measures for prevention.    Make preparations.         

Don’t underestimate this virus.  It has been wrongly compared to the flu. It is more highly contagious, and accord-

ing to the World Health Organization kills 10 times more people.  Measures designed for prevention are critical in 

order to delay the spike of infection, or to prevent infection for many altogether.  These measures are extremely 

important for those aged 70 and over, and for those with pre-existing medical conditions.  Social distancing is  

absolutely necessary given its high contagiousness, and the long incubation period for the virus and the potential 

for carrying the virus without symptoms to unknowingly infect others.  Also, frequently washing one’s hands, and 

wiping down commonly shared surfaces with others are some of the other necessary recommended measures.     

Second, anticipate now how you will respond.  Put together a plan.   

Plan what you will do and how you will manage circumstances, should you or a member of your family contract the 

virus.  For example, who will you call for assistance, how will you get medications, how will hydration and nutrition 

be provided, and if needed who will you call on for transportation? 

Third, we encourage you to pray.  

We are a people who are named and claimed by God in holy baptism.  We know, love, and trust in Jesus Christ who 

is with us as God Immanuel who has promised to be with us, even to the end of the age.  Therefore, we are people 

of hope, endurance, and courage.  We can face these days with the words of Psalm 46 in our hearts and on our lips.     

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth should 

change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the  

mountains tremble with its tumult. 

It was this Psalm and life circumstances that led Luther to write his well- known hymn which we all know and love.  

That hymn begins, A mighty Fortress is our God, A Bulwark never failing; Our Helper He amid the flood, Of mortal 

ills prevailing: 

With a bold and courageous faith, we ask you to prepare, plan, and pray.  By grace through faith, look to God for 

help and strength for the facing of these days.  With a bold and courageous faith, we ask you to pray for each other, 

for those of this church, our Synod, the church universal, for this nation, and for the people of the nation of the 

world.    

As your pastors we will pray with and for you.  We stand ready and are available to talk with you to offer you sup-

port in these times.   

May the peace of God be with you.  

Pastor Gary and Pastor Heather     

A message from Pastor Gary and Pastor Heather 
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Questions Jesus Asked 

Lenten Mid-Week Services - Posted on-line at www.smarklc.org 

Date                           Questions                                                  Lessons                                    Hymns                         6:10 

3/25      “And can any of you by worrying add a 
                single hour to your span of life?”                         Matthew 6:27                     #779, #785                      #638 

4/1        "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do    
                not do what I tell you?"                                           Luke 6:46                           #618, #773                      #810 

St. Mark’s Notices 

St. Mark’s Global Missions—2020 

Each year we do a major global missions project and use funds from the Chil-
dren’s Mill Pail offering, Easter Sunrise Breakfast, and your special mid-week 
Lenten offerings.  This year our goal is to try to raise $4000.00 to give toward 
world hunger. Because of the tremendous number of disasters worldwide 
(hurricanes, typhoons, floods, droughts, fires, locust in Africa, and other natural 
events) it will limit humanity’s ability to meet the world demand for food. Thus 
a lot of people will go hungry or perish. If 100 individuals or 100 families would 
be willing to give $1.00 a day for 40 days, we could easily reach our goal. 

What are you willing to give during the Lenten Season? Please make checks 
payable to St. Mark’s Global Missions. 

THANK YOU   

Dear Friends, Many thanks for all the beautiful cards, calls, visits, food and especially your prayers, during my sur-
gery and recovery. Thanks to all the kind ladies who kept the plants watered in my absence.  Signed, Libby Brown. 

I would like to thank my secret prayer sister for all the thoughtful gifts she has sent me. Signed, Betty Powell 

As of today 3/18/2020, we have received $1159.00 of our Goal!  
Thank you all for your gifts. 

The family of Debbie Cox  
The family of Deborah Dasher 
The family of Gene Medlin 

St. Mark’s Church Prayer Concerns—Recent Illness/hospitalization/procedure 

Jim Aaron 
Libby Brown 
Judy Craig 
Ellen Hunt 
Betty Powell 

Joyce Setzer 
Melanie Sigmon 
Christopher Thomas 
Chuck Watson 

Pray for Those Grieving 

The NC Synod is working to serve and to support the people of the NC Synod.  If you are 
able, please go to online - nclutheran.org to access the resources prepared for you.  For 
those with no internet service Bishop Tim Smith and the staff are holding a live audio only 
worship service by telephone to those who do not have internet service.  At 10:00am Sun-
day morning you may call  from your cell phone.  1-646-876-9923, when prompted to enter 
your meeting ID, use 228 778 174 to listen to and to participate in this worship experience.     
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Claremont, NC 

Congregation Council meets on April 20th at 6pm. 
 

Next newsletter mailing will be April 1st. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 

 

Vol. 10, No. 6 
3-18-20 

Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 

Congregation Council 
 

 2020   2021   2022  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist                                                            
(828-459-2161) 
Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist                                                              
(828-459-2161)  
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net   (828-459-2873) 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mary Willis: Church Secretary  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 

Mark Oakley: Church Custodian  (828-459-2161) 

Nikki Aiken: Church Custodian   (828-459-2161) 


