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Worship Schedule 
 

+ + + 
 

February 12 
6 Epiphany 

 

February 19 
7 Epiphany 

 

February 26 
Transfiguration  

Of Our Lord 

Cockman Family Concert  
Shrovetide  

Pancake Supper 
 

March 1 
Ash Wednesday 

 

March 5 
1 Lent 

 

March 8 
Midweek Services 

 

March 12 
2 Lent 

Daylight Saving 
Time Begins 

 

March 15 
Midweek Services 

 

+ + + 
 

Sunday Mornings 
8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

Wednesdays in Lent 
12:10 & 6:10pm 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 

The Reminder 
 

February 8, 2017 

Cockman Family Concert  
Sunday, February 26 at 4pm 

 

The Cockman Family’s unique bluegrass gospel style, original songs, and original 
arrangements of the old gospel songs have been immensely popular with their 
audiences. UNC-TV has featured The Cockman Family on seven one-hour public 
television specials, and they have starred in an hour-long holiday program. The 
family performed for three summers at Opryland and Dollywood. The Cockman 
Family currently hosts the Murray's Mill Harvest Bluegrass Festival in Catawba. In 
2013 they hosted the first annual bluegrass festival in Catawba County. Their 
newest album, "Dedicated," includes original and traditional gospel music.  

 

Shrovetide  

Pancake Supper  

Sunday, February 26 

Family Life Center 

After concert 

 

Attention All Youth! 

“Meet & Greet” with Interim  

Youth Leader, Katie Hamann  

Sunday, February 19, 5:30-7:30pm 

Family Life Center 

A meal will be served! 



2 

 

“One”derful Wednesdays begin with a meal in the 

Family Life Center served from 5:15—5:55 pm. The 

suggested donation is $5 for adults and youth (12 & 

up) and $3 for children. Following dinner, from 6-7 

pm, there is  recreation, music and Bible lessons for 

youth and children.  Adults meet in the lounge for 

“Graced Pathways For Spiritual Growth.” This 

study, led by Pastor Gary, explores the graced pathways to help us 

grow in our Christian life.  
 

Menus:  

2/15: Pork loin, sweet potato casserole, salad, and dessert 

2/22: Lasagna, salad, rolls, and dessert 

Wednesdays, March 1—April 5 

Supper will be served in the Family Life 
Center from 5:15—5:55pm. Following 
dinner, Katie Hamann will lead 
Children’s Church with worship, prayer, 
songs, and crafts for children of all ages. 

 

Lenten Meal / Activities 

The year, 2017, marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s posting 
of the 95 theses that sparked the Reformation.  Luther protested the 
fact that the teaching and practices of the church of his day were not 
grounded in Scripture.  Luther would write many pamphlets, treatises, 
and commentaries for scholarly debate, reflection, and teaching; and 
he would engage in lively and “hot” debates regarding his views.  
Through them all Luther stood squarely and firmly in Scripture, and 
thus the Reformation began.  The world has not been the same since.  
We as Lutherans stand in his lineage with this confession: God’s Word 
is our Great Heritage.  
 
In just a few years after Luther’s posting of the 95 theses it became 
clear that a new church would emerge.  Luther visited in the area of 
Saxony and discovered the people did not understand or grasp what 
Scripture revealed and taught. In response to this state of affairs he 
wrote: The Small Catechism.  Luther wrote his “little teaching” by 
integrating Scripture, along with teaching consistent with Scripture, to 
provide simple straightforward instruction on the Ten Commandments, 
the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism, Holy Communion, and, 
Confession and Absolution. To celebrate our heritage, and to grow in 
our lives of faith, we will use Luther’s Small Catechism as the basis of 
our Lenten journey.  We will reaffirm and explore the foundations that 
define our faith and give depth and direction for our lives.       

 

Themes for Mid-Week Services 
 

March 1: Ash Wednesday 
Law and Gospel 
 

March 8: Ten Commandments 
Ten Standards for Assessment and Life  
 

March 15: The Apostles’ Creed 
The Privilege of Faith   
 

March 22: The Lord’s Prayer 
Participating in God’s Rule and Will  
 

March 29: Holy Baptism 
The Blessing and Call to Be Transformed 
 

April 05: Confession and Absolution 
Broken Lives and Soothing Balm 
 

April 13: Maundy Thursday 
Holy Communion (One service at 7pm) 
Loving Encounter at the Table 

Announcing Lenten Mid-Week Services 2017  
 

Services on Wednesdays at 12:10pm (communion) & 6:10pm (March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5) 

Service on Maundy Thursday at 7pm (April 13) 

Foundations of Faith and for Life: A Lenten Journey Using Luther’s Small Catechism 

“One”derful Wednesdays (February 15 & 22) 
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“As Lutheran Sisters in Christ of all ages, 
we strive to be bold women of faith.”  
 
For more information: 
 

NC Women of the ELCA:  
www.ncwelca.org 

NC Women of the ELCA 

Women’s Bible Study &  

Younger Than Springtime Lunch  

is February 21  

Meet in the lounge at 11am for this 
month’s Bible study, “Children of God 
through Faith.” The study is based on 
Galatians 2:19-3:29 and is taken from 
Gather magazine.  Everyone is invited for 
lunch following the study with the Younger 
than Springtime group. 

NC W-ELCA Spring Retreat 
 

for Women and Girls (ages 11 and older) 
 

Kure Beach (March 10—12) 
 

Where do we get the liturgy that speaks so eloquently of 
our faith? Join us as we take a closer look at the words, 
the music, the symbols, and the colors that enrich us. 
Experience worship through new eyes. 
 
Arrive on Friday after 3:30pm. Supper will be provided 
at 5:30pm. The program begins at 7pm on Friday 
evening. All Saturday and Sunday meals are provided. 
Depart after worship on Sunday around 11am. 
 
The retreat is for women and girls. Young women, aged 
11 through 22, are encouraged to participate. A special 
program is designed for them. For their health and 
safety, an adult responsible for them must attend the 
retreat.  
 

Cost: 
$95: Includes five meals, program materials, and lodging 
$40: (Ages 11-22) Leadership Legacy Funds will pay the 
difference is price. Please check box on form. 

Registration  Form 

Deadline is February 25 

Name _____________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________ 

Email _____________________________________ 

Congregation/City __________________________ 

Dietary Restrictions _________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Other Special Needs _________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Roommate Request _________________________ 
 

Scholarship Request: 

____I am age 11-22 and would like to use the 

Leadership Legacy Funds. 

____ I am 23-30 and would like to apply for the 

Young Woman Guest Free Scholarship. 

____I am over 30 and interested in a partial 

scholarship. 
 

Make checks payable to NC SWO 

$___________ Fee enclosed. 
 

Mail to Terri Brown 

1112 Cruse Road, Salisbury, NC 28146 

(704-213-4202 or tmbrown@windstream.net) 
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In the next few months, you will hear from one of the Ministry Teams 
in the second edition of this newsletter and in the fourth Sunday 
bulletin: February: Global Missions Team (40 Days of Giving); March: 
Property Team; May: Witness Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

DOWN, IN, AND OUT: 
LOVING GOD  

AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR  
 

 
When we practice stewardship  

in this way we are making 
 the sign of the cross.  

 

God makes the first vertical line 
DOWN; we follow by moving IN to the 

center and then OUT  
to our neighbors on either side, 

both near and far.  
 

We form a cross with our lives and 
through our faith, we are marked with 

the cross of Christ forever.  

In 2016, St. Mark’s raised $4064 during the ELCA World Hunger’s 40 
Days of Giving Campaign.  
 
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of 
Giving is a special opportunity 
for us to come together to lift up 
the church’s hunger and poverty 
ministry during Lent. As we 
embark on the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation, 
what better time to reflect on the power of God’s self-giving love that 
transforms and challenges each of us?  
 

During the season of Lent, we will make connections between faith, 
worship and justice – central teachings of Martin Luther. His concern 
for the poor and his sharp rebuke of economic injustice laid the 
foundation for us today to see the many ways our faith calls us to 
strive for justice in our world.  
 

In this, the 500th year since the Reformation, Luther’s call for 
economic justice is more pressing than ever. Today, 1 in 9 people face 
hunger and 1 in 7 live in extreme poverty. As members of the ELCA, we 
are called to respond. Making sure someone has enough food for the 
day is not enough. Together, we must look toward the future of this 
church and boldly respond to the needs of the world. We cannot lose 
ground.  

 

Stewards of God’s Love: Global Missions 

OUT OUT 

DOWN 

IN 

“Many people in the United States have food, shelter, clothing, a 
source of income, transportation, educational and job 
opportunities, health care and freedoms. Yet, there are still many 
inequities and injustices in our own country. How do we 
understand and use our opportunities and privileges to work for 
justice for others? Do we advocate for the neglected and poor in 
our spheres of influence or do we walk past? Managing our 
opportunities and privileges is a part of being and becoming God’s 
‘good and faithful stewards.’ God has entrusted much to us and 
much is expected.” 
 

~ Carol Watson, Stewardship Chair 
Peace Lutheran Church, Tacoma, WA 
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Council Minutes from Meeting on January 20, 2017 
 

In attendance: Nicky Setzer, Terry Hefner, Scott Ramsey, Teresa 
Rozzelle, Keri Nash, Carol Schaefer, Edie Connor, Tanya Stephenson, 
Gigi Sigmon, Angela Brown, Pastor Gary Haddock. Cathy Sigmon 
was excused. Michael Korn was absent.  Dale Sherrill was present to 
speak about Personnel matters.  
 

Call to Order by Nicky Setzer.  Minutes approved from December 
Meeting. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Oral report and written report submitted.  The 
possibility of a Homecoming Sunday was presented by Pastor, and 
the Council’s consensus is that we need to identify a Sunday to do 
this either annually or biennially. Referred to Worship and Music 
Team.  
 

Personnel:  Dale Sherrill gave an update on the hiring of Katie 
Hamann and her work. He also presented information regarding 
exploring the call of a full time second pastor with a focus on Youth 
and Family ministry.  The motion was made, seconded, and passed 
to move into the study phase of exploring this possibility, along with 
steps to determine the financial support and feasibility for calling of 
a second pastor.  
 

Updated Leadership Rosters (See next column. Complete rosters 
will be printed in yearbook) 
 

Property: Oral report. 
 

Worship and Music: Oral report.  The motion was made, 
seconded, and passed to move forward with the planning and 
installation of the sound panels to improve the acoustics in the  
sanctuary. 
 

Congregational Care: No written report. 
 

Learning Team:  Oral report. Met with Katie Hamann to welcome 
her and looked at her work with the youth and children. 
 

Finance Report: Written report. All bills are paid. 
 

Support Team: Oral report. 
 

Witness Team: No report. 
 

Old Business:  Our Constitution has been updated following 
constitutional guidelines to align it with the current ELCA model 
constitution for congregations. There are more changes to be made 
in the future to keep our constitution up to date.  
 

Adjournment and Lord’s Prayer 

Congregation Council 
 

2017  
Teresa Rozzelle 
Michael Korn 
Cathy Sigmon 

Kerri Nash 
 

2018 
Terry Hefner 
Scott Ramsey 

Carol Schaefer 
Nicky Setzer 

 
2019 

Gigi Sigmon 
Edie Connor 

Angela Brown 
Tanya Stephenson 

Council Officers 
 
President: Nicky Setzer 
Vice President: Terry Hefner 
Treasurer: Edie Connor 
Secretary: Kerri Nash 
 

Liaisons Appointed 
 
Learning: Tanya Stephenson 
Witness/Social Ministry: Cathy Sigmon 
Support: Gigi Sigmon 
Global Missions: Terry Hefner 
Technology: Carol Schafer 
Youth: Scott Ramsey 
Congregation Care: Angela Brown 
Property: Teresa Rozzelle, Michael 
Korn 
Finance: Edie Connor 
Worship & Music: Carol Schaefer 
Fellowship: Teresa Rozzelle 

Preschool: Scott Ramsey 
Memorial: Nicky Setzer 

 

Church Leadership 
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Ann was hard to love. The confirmation class outcast, 
she suffered with a whole host of behavioral 
disorders. She fluctuated between making precocious 
and endearing observations, and having an outburst 
inclusive of name-calling and profanities. 
 

To her classmates, she was a pariah. To those of us on 
the ministry team? We were asking the hard 
question. Yes, it was true that we in the church are 
called to offer a safe place for the marginalized. Yet to 
what degree should we let this one influence the 
learning environment for 18 others? 
 

The challenge deepened the next year. A high school 
freshman, she registered for our youth service-
learning trip. When another parent approached me, 
asking that Ann not be allowed to attend, I found 
myself defending her. Ann would attend. We would 
all learn from this, I suggested. 
 

Not surprisingly, as our week of travel progressed, the 
other youth became increasingly impatient with her 
mood swings. Ann found herself ostracized until one 
night during our usual group time. That night Ann was 
particularly sad as we read how, in baptism, God sees 
us differently and how baptism creates community 
where all are welcome. 
 

“But you don’t know what it’s like to be me!” she 
erupted from her perch on the sofa. “You have no 
idea! You don’t know what it’s like to have such a 
crazy-busy mind that you forget to take your meds … 
and when you do, you behave like I do … and then 
everyone turns away, exchanging glances, rolling 
eyes. I can’t help being this way! Can’t you see?” 
 

We sat in stunned silence. Then a gentle voice came 
from a corner. It was Corey, the group troublemaker, 
but also the tenderhearted one: “Hey! Wait a minute, 
Ann. You can’t help it. But, can we help you? You just 
need a reminder to take your ‘head meds’? We can 
do that! Is that all you really need, Ann?” 
 

“It is,” she nodded. 

 

A Story of Living Into Our Baptism 
By Twila Schock 

 

Twila Schock is Senior Pastor of Christ Lutheran in Belvedere, IL. Article published under title of “Transformed Through 
Baptism” in Living Lutheran magazine, February 2017. 

That exchange marked the beginning of Ann’s 
transformation. The transformation of each of us, 
actually, as we finally saw Ann for the beautiful young 
woman she was. 
 

This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased (Matthew 3:17). 
 

This voice and these words from heaven follow an 
almost paranormal display when Jesus’ face begins to 
blaze and his clothes become white hot as part of his 
transfiguration. They mark Jesus as the transformed 
one—the one whose ultimate glory would soon be 
revealed in his suffering and death. 
 

This voice and these words at Jesus’ transfiguration are 
the same voice and words we heard at his baptism. 
 

This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased. 
 

These words might well be said of Ann, and of each of 
us, as baptismal waters bring about our own 
transfiguration. Indeed, the waters of baptism remind 
us that we are who God says we are, regardless of 
what anyone else may say or think. These waters 
create a community in which we recognize and 
strengthen the beauty in one another. 
 

“Hey Ann, you can’t help it. But can we help you?” 
Ann’s moods would continue to swing after that loving 
conversation. But Ann and friends alike were 
transformed. On her less stable days, a peer would 
gently remind, “Ann, you’re getting excited. Did you 
take your ‘head med’?” 
 

Ann, grinning, would nod her head and chirp, “Oh 
yeah! Hey! Thanks!” 
 

The baptismal community never ceases to transform. 
One year later Ann would be found in a bright white 
alb behind the altar, chanting the liturgy as our first 
high school assisting minister. 
 

“This is my daughter, with whom I am well pleased.” 
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Elizabeth Winters 
Freeze (February 1) 
Aunt of Kathy Gibson 
and beloved member 
of St. Mark’s 
 
Shirley Sigmon Henson 
(January 13), sister of 
Janice (Ted) Sigmon, 
and Jeannie Sigmon, 
and relation to family. 

 

Financial Update 
Memorial  & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s  

 

In Memory Of:          
Linda Sigmon by Miriam Neumaier  Elizabeth Freeze by Robert & Camille Patrick 
Linda Sigmon by Celia Hollar  Elizabeth Freeze by Harley & Libby Brown 
Linda Sigmon by Kermit & Chris Cloninger Elizabeth Freeze by Celia Hollar 
Linda Sigmon by Sue Karen Falls  Shirley Fisher by Kermit & Chris Cloninger 
Iris Hoke by Kermit & Chris Cloninger Shirley Fisher by Celia Hollar 
JB Sherrill by Kermit & Chris Cloninger Shirley Fisher by Sue Karen Falls 
 

In Honor Of:  
None given 

 

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s Preschool  
 

In Memory Of                                                                       In Honor Of: 
none given                       none given 

 

Worship  Attendance: 
                                                                         1/29 - 162     2/5 - 167 

 

Ministry Financial Update as of  December 31, 2016 
Reported as of  December 31   December Year to Date 
General Fund Receipts  $40,791.64 $357,849.54 
Expenses (includes payable) $36,789.09 $363,966.50 

 
Thanks to our Thrivent members we received $7371 in Thrivent Choice Dollars in 2016! These dollars 
were split between the General Fund, the Preschool, and the Back-Pack Program. 
 

All Thrivent Dollars for 2016 have been made available. If you have not directed your share, yet now is 
the time to do so. All 2016 dollars that are not directed will expire on March 31. If you have never 
directed your choice dollars and need some help with this process, please call the church office and ask 
for Karen. She will be glad to help you. 

Witness Ministry Offers  
Free Valentine’s Day Cards 

 

Free Valentine’s 
Day cards are 

available  

in the 
breezeway.  

 

Please pick 
some up today! 

Thank you Pastor Gary 
and Pastor Paul and all 
my friends for your 
prayers, visits, cards, 
phone calls, and food 
during my illness. 
 

May God bless you all! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Ron Cox 
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Church Staff 
Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
 pg@smarklc.org  (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
 paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
Myra Long: Choir Director, Organist, Int. Praise Team Leader 
 longmyra@ymail.com  (704-213-7623) 
Katie Hamann: Interim Youth Minister 
 katie@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
 stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary  
 lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary  
 karen@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mike Baker: Interim Church Sexton (828-459-2161) 

Newsletter Mailing 
The next mailing of the St. Mark’s Reminder will be on 
February 22. Please have information for the newsletter 
to the church office by Thursday, February 16. 
 

Congregation Council Meeting  
Council will hold its next meeting at 6pm on February 20. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Thu, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Fri, 8:30am - 12:30pm 

 

Calendar Highlights 
 

“One”derful Wednesdays (2/15 & 2/22) 
Youth Meet & Greet with Katie Hamann  (2/19) 
Cockman Family In Concert & Shrovetide Meal (2/26) 
Ash Wednesday Services (3/1) 
Lenten Mid-week Services  (3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29, 4/5) 
NC W-ELCA Spring Retreat (3/10—3/12) 
Daylight Saving Time (3/12) 
Children at Christ’s Table (4/8) 
Passion Sunday & Seder Meal (4/9) 
Maundy Thursday (4/13) 
Good Friday (4/14) 
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil (4/15) 
Easter Sunday (4/16) 

Vol. 7, No. 3 
2-8-17 

Follow Us Online 
 

St Marks Lutheran Church...Claremont  
 

stmarksclaremc 
 

smarklc.org 


