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Worship Schedule 
 

+ + + 
 

February 26 
Transfiguration  

Of Our Lord 

Cockman Family Concert  
Shrovetide  

Pancake Supper 
 

March 1 
Ash Wednesday 

 

March 5 
1 Lent 

 

March 8 
Midweek Services 

 

March 12 
2 Lent 

Daylight Saving 
Time Begins 

 

March 15 
Midweek Services 

 
March 19 

3 Lent 
 

March 22 
Midweek Services 

 

+ + + 
 

Sunday Mornings 
8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

Wednesdays in Lent 
12:10 & 6:10pm 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 

The Reminder 
 

February 22, 2017 

 

Lenten Meals & Children’s Church 
Wednesdays, March 1—April 5 

 

Supper will be served in the Family Life Center from 5:15—5:55pm. 
Following dinner, Katie Hamann will lead Children’s Church with 
worship, prayer, songs, and crafts for children of all ages. 

The year, 2017, marks the 500th 
anniversary of Martin Luther’s posting of 
the 95 theses that sparked the 
Reformation. In just a few years after 
Luther’s posting of the theses it became 
clear that a new church would emerge.  
Luther visited in the area of Saxony and 
discovered the people did not understand 
or grasp what Scripture revealed and 
taught. In response to this state of affairs 
he wrote: The Small Catechism. Luther 
wrote his “little teaching” by integrating 
Scripture, along with teaching consistent 
with Scripture, to provide simple 
straightforward instruction on the Ten 
Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, Holy Baptism, Holy Communion, 
and, Confession and Absolution. To 
celebrate our heritage, and to grow in our 
lives of faith, we will use Luther’s The 
Small Catechism as the basis of our Lenten 
journey. We will reaffirm and explore the 
foundations that define our faith and give 
depth and direction for our lives. 

Lenten Mid-Week Services  
Services on Wednesdays  

at 12:10pm (communion) & 6:10pm  

(March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5) 
 

Service on Maundy Thursday at 7pm (April 13) 
 

“Foundations of Faith and for Life:  

A Lenten Journey Using Luther’s Small Catechism” 

March 1: Ash Wednesday 
Law and Gospel 
 
March 8: Ten Commandments 
Ten Standards for Assessment  
and Life  
 
March 15: The Apostles’ Creed 
The Privilege of Faith   
 
March 22: The Lord’s Prayer 
Participating in God’s Rule and Will  
 
March 29: Holy Baptism 
The Blessing and Call to Be 
Transformed 
 
April 05: Confession and Absolution 
Broken Lives and Soothing Balm 
 
April 13: Maundy Thursday 
Holy Communion  
(One service at 7pm) 
Loving Encounter at the Table 
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Carolyn Teague Harris 
(February 20)  
Mother of Glenda 
(Michael) Korn 

 
Claude Randall Moser (February 18), Brother-in-law 
of Sue Karen Falls 

 
Elizabeth Winters Freeze (February 1) Aunt of Kathy 
(Paul) Gibson and beloved member of St. Mark’s 

NC Women of the ELCA Calendar 

Confirmation Students Attended Faith Alive “Holy Baptism” with Katie Hamann 

 

Pictured are Kody Nash, Lindsey 

Elrod, Julia Sigmon, Korbin Nash, 

Katie Hamann, Ethan Campbell,  

and Joseph Carpenter on their 

way to Lutheridge the first 

weekend of February. 

 

World Day of Prayer will be held at Bethlehem UMC 
on Saturday, March 4 at 11am in their Fellowship Hall. 
The cost of lunch and materials is $8. Contact Alice 
Williams (828-234-
8065). World Day of 
Prayer is a worldwide, 
ecumenical movement 
of Christian women of many traditions who come 
together to observe a common day of prayer each year. 
St. Mark’s takes turns hosting the day with other 
Claremont churches.  
 
Board Meeting at St. Mark’s is Tuesday, March 7, 7pm. 
 
Spring Retreat at Kure Beach is March 10—March 12. 
 
Bible Study is Tuesday, March 21, at 11am in the 
lounge. This month’s study is based on Galatians 3:24—
4:31. Theme verse: “And because you are children, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son in our hearts, crying, 
‘Abba! Father!’” (Galatians 4:6). 
 
Younger than Springtime lunch follows the bible study 
on Tuesday, March 21 about 12:30pm. 
 
For more information contact Tamarah Hefner (828-
4446-8728) or www.ncwelca.org. 



3 

 

Dear Family of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
 
The serving groups have been meeting to decide the best possible ways to serve 
bereaved families in our church family.  Our primary goal is to reach out to 
comfort those families and support them.  We are looking at several options and 
need your help in considering the best way to serve bereaved families.  All three 
options below have been, or are being used by other congregations with success.  
 
Thank you for your support in helping us make this decision by circling the option 
of your choice and dropping it in the offering plate on Sunday or by contacting 
the church office.  If you have questions please call one of the chairpersons for 
the groups listed below.  We ask that you communicate your decision no later 
than Friday, March 10.  
 
Option 1:                                                                                                                                                                           
Continue as we have been, the chairperson contacts each person, on the team by phone, text or e-mail, letting them 
know the day we will be serving, number of guest to serve and asking what would they like to bring and how many 
people will their dish serve. 
 
Option 2:   
Contact each person on the team the same as above but this time have a pre-set menu with a list of meats, 
vegetables/sides and desserts to choose from. 
 
Option 3:   
A message will be relayed to each member of the serving group letting them know the day that we will be serving 
the family.  A catered meal ranging from $7 to $9 per person will be ordered.  The Food Group Team and any 
member of our congregation, men and women, will be there to setup, serve and clean up after the meal.  We would 
be asking for a suggested donation of $20 or more from each member of the team, and also ask for support from all 
individuals and/or families in the congregation.    
 
Thank you for your support in this decision,  
 

Sincerely,  
The Food Group Leaders 

Judy Carpenter, Linda Hewitt, Ginger Carpenter, Exie Little,  
Celia Hollar, Elaine Simmons, Denis Arndt, Libby Brown, Cathy Sigmon 

Food Serving Group Leaders Seek Feedback on Best Way to Serve Bereaved Families 

 

FOOD SERVING GROUP OPTIONS 
 

Please circle the option that you prefer and drop signed form in the offering plate.  

 
Option 1:  Continue as we have been 
Option 2:  Pre-set menu and all else remains the same 
Option 3:  Catering service, with members there with their support 

 
Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 
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In the next months, you will hear from one of the Ministry Teams in 
the second edition of this newsletter and in the fourth Sunday bulletin: 
March: Property Team; May: Witness Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

DOWN, IN, AND OUT: 
LOVING GOD  

AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR  
 

 
When we practice stewardship  

in this way we are making 
 the sign of the cross.  

 

God makes the first vertical line 
DOWN; we follow by moving IN 

to the center and then OUT  
to our neighbors on either side, 

both near and far.  
 

We form a cross with our lives 
and through our faith,  

we are marked with the cross  
of Christ forever.  

As we gather on Ash Wednesday to begin the season of Lent, we pray:  
 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. 

Renew us in the gift of baptism that we may walk with and provide 

for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-

indulgence, and, above all, that we may find our treasure in the life 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

(ELW, p. 254)  
 

ELCA World Hunger is our church’s response to hunger and poverty 

around the world and in our own communities. Formed in 

relationship, confident in God’s abundance and promise and 

supported by your generosity, ELCA World Hunger creatively and 

courageously works toward a just world where all are fed.  
 

God bless your Lenten journey as you provide, pray, fast and find 

your treasure in Christ.  

In 2016, St. Mark’s raised $4064 during the ELCA World Hunger’s 

40 Days of Giving Campaign. Let’s do it again in 2017!  
 

Please make checks payable to St. Mark’s with 40 Days on the memo 

line. An envelope is enclosed for your convenience. For cash 

donations, please be sure to put your name on the envelope in 

order to get credit on your giving statement. Thanks for your 

contributions. 

 

Stewards of God’s Love: Global Missions 

OUT OUT 

DOWN 

IN 
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Donations Needed for Food Pantries  

 

Congregational Care 

 

“ECCCM’s Mission: To 
bring together the 
resources of the Christian 
community to serve the 
people in need of crisis 
assistance, support and 
education, in response to 
God’s call.” 
 

Please place food donations for ECCM and St. 
Mark’s Food Pantry in the bins by the doors. 
Thanks for your contributions! 
 

A friendly reminder! Chris Cloninger 
and Rocky Miller are Steven 
Ministers who have been trained to 
offer one on one Christian care - 
prayer to people going through 
tough times,- health problems, 
grief, emotional problems, etc. 
They stand ready to come along 
beside of you for Christian caring, 
prayers, blessings, hugs, and to listen carefully  to offer 
Christlike caring, support, encouragement and 
unconditional Love and Grace. 
 

Everything that is discussed is confidential. Please contact 
them for Christlike caring, 
 Chris  Cloninger (828-464-1057): Ladies’ ministry 
 Rocky Miller (828-459-1219): “Normally, men are too 

proud to reach out to a Brother in Christ. Please drop 
the pride and contact me.”  

 

On March 14, the 
Witness team will 
serve lunch at Corner 
Table in Newton. The 
Corner Table is a soup 
kitchen outreach 
ministry provided by 
the people of our community for the hungry of our 
community. Their primary purpose is to provide nutritious 
meals in a comfortable environment for any man, woman 
and child who is in need.  
 

The Corner Table got its name in four ways. First, several 
communities are represented, "on the corner" where 
many roads converge. Second, friends who meet for a 
meal usually find a "corner table" best for visiting with 
each other. Third, the Biblical tradition of tithing comes 
from an ancient custom of landowners leaving a tenth of 
their crops in the corners of their fields for the poor to 
harvest for themselves. Fourth, by Holy Coincidence, the 
building is actually located on a corner. 

“Give Healthy” 
 

Give Healthy is a local movement 
encouraging the donation of foods filled with 
the nutrients adults and children need for 
healthy living in partnership with food 
collection agencies across Catawba County.  

 

Most Wanted Items for Food Pantries 
 

Fruit & Vegetables 
Canned fruits (packed in 100% juice or water) 
Canned vegetables (low sodium) 
Dried fruits 
100% fruit juice or vegetable juice 
Canned diced tomatoes (low sodium) 
Spaghetti sauce (low sodium) 
Canned soups (reduced or low sodium) 
 

Proteins 
Canned tuna/salmon (packed in water)  
Canned chicken or turkey (packed in water) 
Dried or canned beans (low or no sodium) 
Nuts and seeds (dry roasted or unsalted)  
Peanut butter (natural)  
 

Grains 
Brown or wild rice 
Oats (steel cut or rolled)  
Pasta (whole grain or brown rice)  
Whole-grain cereals (low sugar, high fiber)  
Whole-grain bread 
Whole-grain crackers  

 

Witness Team to Serve at Corner Table 
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Financial Update 
Memorial  & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s  

In Memory Of:          
Linda Sigmon by Ginger Carpenter  Elizabeth Freeze by Barbara Weaver 
Kristina Winters by Kaye & Barbara Shaffer Elizabeth Freeze by West Iredell Water Co. 
Shirley Fisher by Glenn & Gaye Morrison Elizabeth Freeze by Mike & Carolyn Hackett 
Elizabeth Freeze by Paul & Kathy Gibson Elizabeth Freeze by Alec & Kathy Warren 
Elizabeth Freeze by Ginger Carpenter Elizabeth Freeze by Paul & Dawn Long 
Elizabeth Freeze by Martha Jones   
Elizabeth Freeze by Women’s Fellowship of Hope Moravian Church                                                         
Elizabeth Freeze by  Woodmen of the World, Statesville Lodge 647 
Elizabeth Freeze by St. John’s Lutheran Youth Group, Statesville  
Elizabeth Freeze by Betty Jo Litaker & Leo Hearst III 
 

In Honor Of:  
None given 

 

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s Preschool  
 

In Memory Of                                                                       In Honor Of: 
none given                       none given 

 

Worship  Attendance: 
                                                                         2/12 - 190     2/19 - 172 

 

Ministry Financial Update as of  January 31, 2017 
Reported as of  January 31       January Year to Date 
General Fund Receipts                     $23,879.00 $23,879.00 
Expenses (includes payable) $31,261.09 $31,261.09 

 
Thanks to our Thrivent members we received $7371 in Thrivent Choice Dollars in 2016! These dollars were split between the 
General Fund, the Preschool, and the Back-Pack Program. 
 

All Thrivent Dollars for 2016 have been made available. If you have not directed your share, yet now is the time to do so. All 
2016 dollars that are not directed will expire on March 31. If you have never directed your choice dollars and need some help 
with this process, please call the church office and ask for Karen. She will be glad to help you. 

Gary and I would like to express our sincere and 
grateful appreciation to our family, friends, and St. 
Mark’s church family for the many cards, prayers, and 
visits during my mother’s illness and passing.  
 
We would like to especially thank Pastor Gary and 
Pastor Paul for the visits to the hospitals in Hickory and 
Charlotte and to the lake house. Even though Mother 
could not respond vocally, I know she enjoyed the visits 
and the scripture readings by the smile on her face or 
the tears in her eyes. Thank you also for the beautiful 
service as a tribute to her life. 

A big thank you to Myra, Tim Carpenter, and the 
choir for the beautiful music at the service. 
Mother’s spirit was right in the midst of them. 
 
To the leaders of serving groups two and three, 
thank you for the delicious food and your help in 
the preparation and the clean-up. Your service 
and ministry were a blessing to Gary and me at 
this time. 
 
Love, 
Gary and Denise Arndt 

 

Thank You Note from Shirley Fisher’s Family 
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Rising Hope Farms is a ministry that provides a safe and 
inspirational environment to interact with horses. The 
trained volunteers help provide a safe and effective 
program while enhancing the quality and enjoyment of 
the lessons. Because of the commitment of the 
volunteers, RHF can offer therapy riding free of charge.  
 
Interested in volunteering at Rising Hope Farms? 
Volunteer training days are March 4 and 18, 10am until 
noon. For more information, go to their website: 
www.risinghopefarms.com or call 828-638-0879. 

Volunteer Training at Rising Hope Farms 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive is March 13 

Lenoir Rhyne A Cappella Choir  

Free Concerts on March 5 & March 25 

The Lenoir-Rhyne A Cappella Choir is pleased to 
announce its annual spring tour, March 12-19, with 
performances in North and South Carolina. A pre-tour 
performance will be held March 5, at 7 p.m. at Mt. 
Olive, Hickory, with the post-tour homecoming concert 
on March 25, at 7:30 p.m.in LR's Grace Chapel. All 
performances are free and open to the public. Dr. Ryan 
Luhrs is in his first year as conductor of the choir. "The 
program is titled 'Ever-Present, Ever-Reforming' and 
has two primary goals," Luhrs said, "First, to pay tribute 
to music inspired by the Lutheran Reformation, and 
second, to celebrate the great diversity of music found 
in the ever-reforming global Church."  

 

Music Ministry 

Singers and Musicians for Praise Team 

St. Mark’s is looking for vocalists, musicians, and all 
instrumentalists with a love of God and praise/worship 
music. The style of music ranges from contemporary, 
new age contemporary,  and traditional mix.  If this 
sounds like something you would like to try, we would 
love for you to come  
sit in on some of our 
practices and meet our 
praise team members.  
For more information 
please contact Myra 
Long after worship or:  
longmyra@ymail.com.  
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Church Staff 
Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
 pg@smarklc.org  (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
 paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
Myra Long: Choir Director, Organist, Int. Praise Team Leader 
 longmyra@ymail.com  (704-213-7623) 
Katie Hamann: Interim Youth Minister 
 katie@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
 stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary  
 lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary  
 karen@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mike Baker: Interim Church Sexton (828-459-2161) 

Newsletter Mailing 
The next mailing of the St. Mark’s Reminder will be on 
March 8. Please have information for the newsletter to 
the church office by Thursday, March 2. 
 

Congregation Council Meeting  
Council will hold its next meeting at 6pm on March 20. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Thu, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Fri, 8:30am - 12:30pm 

 

Calendar Highlights 
 

Cockman Family In Concert & Shrovetide Meal (2/26) 

Ash Wednesday Services (3/1) 

Lenten Mid-week Services  (3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29, 4/5) 

NC W-ELCA Spring Retreat (3/10—3/12) 

Daylight Saving Time (3/12) 

Children at Christ’s Table (4/8) 

Passion Sunday & Seder Meal (4/9) 

Maundy Thursday (4/13) 

Good Friday (4/14) 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil (4/15) 

Easter Sunday (4/16) 

Vol. 7, No. 4 
2-22-17 

Follow Us Online 
 

St Marks Lutheran Church...Claremont  
 

stmarksclaremc 
 

smarklc.org 


