
  

 

Worship Schedule 
 

+ + + 
 

Sunday Mornings  
 

8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

+ + + 
 

February 25 
2 Lent 

 
Wednesday, February 28 

Mid Week Lenten Services 
12:10pm Worship 
6:10pm Worship 

 
March  4 

3 Lent 
Sunday School 9am 
One Service 10am 

Catered Lunch with 
Ministry Site Profile 

 
Wednesday, March 7 

Mid Week Lenten Services 
12:10pm Worship 
6:10pm Worship 

 
March 11 

4 Lent 
Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 
 

+ + + 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 

The Reminder 
 

February 21, 2018 

 

What and When: On Sunday, March 4, there will be one Worship Service at 
10am, preceded by Sunday School at 9am. After worship, there will be a catered 
lunch in the Family Life Center. After eating lunch, we will remain at the tables to 
be led through a process by Sandra Cline, Call Coordinator, NC Synod,  for 
approximately one hour to help us develop a Ministry Site Profile (MSP). 
 
What is a Ministry Site Profile? A MSP is a document that is compiled from 
congregation member input that will help inform and guide the call process. The 
Synod representative will facilitate our conversation to get your input on our 
current strengths and celebrations in life and ministry; our future opportunities 
and needs for life and ministry, and the personality and ministry skill set you 
think we need in a second pastor. 
 
What is the Purpose of a Ministry Site Profile? The MSP will be used to assist the 
Call Committee (not yet appointed) in their search for a candidate to match our 
congregation's strengths, needs, and profile for a second pastor, and will be a 
resource for potential candidates to learn about us and our expectations for an 
Associate Pastor. 
 
Why Your Presence is Important: Your voice and input individually and as a 
community related to calling a second pastor are valued and very important. The 
MSP will be used by the Call Committee in their search on behalf of the 
congregation. This is your opportunity to help guide and to inform that process. 

 

Super Sunday 
Rescheduled  

to March 4! 

 
You are Invited and Needed! 

One Worship Service at 10am,  

Preceded by Sunday Church School at 9am, 

Catered Lunch and Meeting  

Regarding the Call of an Associate Pastor 
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Midweek Services  
 

“The Crucified Life: Seven Words from the Cross” 

 12:10pm Service (with Holy Communion)  

   6:10pm Service  
(Preceded by Supper in the Family Life Center at 5:20pm) 

 
 

 Mid-Week 3: Wednesday, February 28  (John 19:26–27) 

 “Woman, behold, your son!...Behold, your mother!”  

 Mid-Week 4: Wednesday, March 7 (John 19:28) 

 “I thirst.”  
 

 Mid-Week 5: Wednesday, March 14 (Matthew 27:46) 

 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
 

 Midweek 6: Wednesday, March 21 (Luke 23:46) 

 “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!”  
 

 Good Friday: Friday, March 30 (Only at 8pm) (John 19:30) 

 “It is finished.”  
 

The observance of Lent evolved over many years in the early 
church that grew out of preparing candidates to receive the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism. It was an extended period of 
preparation through instruction, examination, and prayer.  
 
Our Lenten discipline follows that of the early church. Lent 
recognizes, by grace through faith, that we are not all who 
we are called to be nor are we who we are called to become.  
We all are a work of formation in progress.  Our 40 day 
journey is a call to daily drown, to know and feel contrition 
for, and to repent – to turn from sin; and a call to put on the 
mind, character, and attributes of Christ.  Both activities – 
“putting off” sin and “putting on” Christ are the privileges of 
the baptized granted by grace and the work of the Spirit.  
 
Jesus said to his disciples: “If anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow 
me.” (Luke 9:23) As we take up the discipline of the crucified 
life for ourselves we will gather at the foot of the cross each 
week to listen to and to learn from Christ the Crucified in his 
last seven sayings from the cross. My prayer is that God will 
renew and transform our lives, will deepen our relationship 
with Him, and with each other as the body of Christ.  

40 Days of Giving  
for Disaster Relief 

 

The season of Lent is often an occasion for 
self-reflection, prayer and fasting. Lent is 
also a time to think about, and to do good 
things for, those who suffer in our 
communities. Each year St. Mark’s Global 
Missions Team puts out a challenge to our 
congregation which impacts many lives. 
This year’s 40 Days of Giving for Disaster 
Relief is a way to respond to those in the 
aftermath of disaster. Similar to those who 
give blood, one pint may not seem like 
much but it has the potential to save more 
than one life. Combined with other gifts, 
the impact can be far reaching. This year 
we hope to use the funds for wherever we 
feel is the greatest need. The goal is 
$5000. If you wish to donate to the 40 
Days of Giving for Global Disaster 
Response campaign, please write checks to 
St. Mark’s with 40 Days of Giving on the 
memo line. 

Lenten Meals on Wednesdays 

Supper will be served in the Family Life 
Center from 5:20—5:55pm. Please join us 
for the meal each Wednesday before the 
6:10pm worship service. 

 

 
 

Lent 
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Please Remember in Prayer  
the Family Of 

 

Elizabeth “Ellie” Rose Keisler 
(February 12) 

 

She is survived by parents Adam & 
Meredith Keisler and sister Audrey 
Kate; grandparents Tim & Kelley 
Keisler, and Mark & Rita Deal; 
great grandparents Charles Keisler, 
Wilma Deal, Betty Fisher, and 
Franklin & Arvilla Sigmon. 

 

Congregation News 

 

Congratulations to Brittany Moose! 
Teacher of Year at Bunker Hill High School 

 

Bunker Hill High School is proud to announce that Mrs. Brittany 
Moose has been selected by her colleagues to be this year's BHHS 
Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Moose, a Culinary Arts teacher, will 
represent the school well as she moves to the next stage of the TOY 
process for Catawba County Schools.  

Baptisms in the Brown Family on February 17 
 

Kendall Julian Hayes, Cole Andrew 
Hayes, and Sky Edward Hayes 
were baptized on Saturday, 
February 17. The three boys were 
born on August 23, 2010. They 
are the sons of Patrick and 
Brittany Brown. Grandparents are 
Doug & Jill Brown, Keith & Teri 
Crowe.  
 
Brittany Brown joined St. Mark’s 
by Affirmation of Faith. 
 

Also pictured here are Lindsey 
Elrod, Patrick Brown, Jill Brown, 
Doug Brown, Kyara Parker 
(Baptism Sponsor), Brittany 
Brown, Shawn Brown, Angela 
Brown, and Jackson Brown. 
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The Ministry of Communion Envoys: An Invitation to You to Become One 

 

Recently, some of our Communion Envoys have retired from their faithful service, and we have a need for 4-6 
new envoys. You are invited to consider becoming an envoy here at St. Mark’s.  Below are facts and questions 
(FAQ) related to this important ministry. If you are interested in becoming an Envoy please speak to Pastor 
Gary or Communion Envoy Leader, Tim Carpenter.  
 

What is a Communion Envoy? Communion Envoys are messengers of 
God’s love and care, and are representatives of the body of Christ by 
extending the Sunday Holy Communion meal to shut-ins.   

Why is this ministry important? Communion envoys literally share the 
presence of Christ.  Christ is present, in, with, and under the bread and 
wine – the body and blood of Christ.  Shut-ins thereby receive the same 
intimate presence and support for their lives as those on Sunday at the 
Table of our Lord.    

When and how often do Communion Envoys share the meal? Envoys usually make brief visits to share the 
meal the first Sunday of each month, or soon thereafter.  Once a month meets the need.     

How do Communion Envoys extend the elements of the community meal? Communion kits are prepared by 
the Altar Guild each month that the envoys use, who then return them by placing them on the Altar for 
replenishment.   

How and where do Communion Envoys get the Communion Kits? Kits are prepared and placed on the altar 
the first Sunday of each month. Thereafter, they are inside the cabinet under the table of the Altar for Envoys 
to pick up.  

What do Communion Envoys say when they serve communion? A script is provided to Envoys for guidance 
and serving communion.  

How are Communion Envoys organized? Envoys pair up to make a team to visit shut-ins.  Tim Carpenter 
works with Pastor Gary to oversee and to communicate with the envoys regarding needs, assignments, and 
address changes.  

Can a husband and wife team serve together? Yes, spouses may serve together.  

So, is it OK for a layperson to do communion? Yes, indeed, laypersons are permitted to do so, much like our 
Assisting Ministers, as an extension of Holy Communion already presided over by the pastor.  

Does this take the place of pastors taking communion to our shut-ins? No, pastors continue to offer and 
preside over communion with our shut-ins on an as needed basis and/or on request. 

May I do this for a trial period, or for a specified time – say, for one year? Yes, you may.  

How would I begin as an Envoy? Please call Tim Carpenter or Pastor Gary. You will be paired with an 
experienced Envoy to join them in visits and to learn how to serve as an Envoy.  

What can I expect if I decide to explore this ministry or to become an Envoy? You can expect to be enriched 
by meeting, visiting, and sharing the meal with our shut-ins.  Your service will be deeply appreciated by them 
and the community of faith. You will know without question by your service that you are a “good and faithful 
servant” of Christ.  
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Preparing for Holy Week 

 

Seder Meal Is Passion Sunday 
March 25 at 6pm in Family Life Center 

 

$8 for adults and youth.  
Children under 13 are free.  

Please contact the church office  
to make reservations. 

 
Our Seder Meal 
celebration recalls 
God's mighty acts of 
delivering the people 
of Israel from Egypt 
in the Passover.  We 
observe the Seder 
with the traditional 
meal including lamb, bread, herbs, vegetables, 
and fruit of the Jewish Passover.  
 
Other events that are also recalled in the Seder 
are:  God's faithfulness in the wilderness, God's 
guidance to the Promised Land, and the 
fulfilment of redemption in the Messiah.  Our 
Seder Meal culminates with celebrating Jesus 
the Christ, our Passover, who delivers us from 
the mighty foes of sin, death, and evil, who 
brings new life now and for all eternity in his 
Kingdom. 

 

Easter Lilies! Orders Due by March 25 
 

Lilies are available to decorate our sanctuary for Easter. The cost is $10. You may dedicate lilies to the Glory of 
God, or to the Glory of God in memory or in honor of someone special. Checks should be written to St. Mark’s 
with Easter Lilies on the memo line. Please use the form below or contact the church office to dedicate the 
flowers. 

Order Form 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone  __________________________________  # of Lilies ______    X $10 = $______    Total ________ 

In Honor  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory __________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children at Christ’s Table 
Saturday, March 24, 9-1pm 

Register by March 14! 
 

Children, age 6 and up, are invited to 
learn more about Holy Communion. The class will explain 
why we do communion, what it means, how we 
commune, and will include age appropriate materials, 
activities, and crafts. Those attending will make bread and 
juice some grapes. Pastor Gary and Rebecca Haddock will 
lead the instruction. Please register with the church office 
by March 14 so we can make preparations (828-459-2161 
or lisa@smarklc.org). 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

March 25:  Passion Sunday (8:15am & 10:30am) 

  Seder Meal (6pm) 

March 29:  Maundy Thursday (7pm) 

March 30:  Good Friday (7pm) 

March 31:  Holy Saturday Easter Vigil (8pm) 

April 1:  Easter Sunday (7am & 10am) 

  Sunrise Service (7am) 

  Congregation Breakfast (8:30am)  

  Traditional Service (10am) 
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Please check monthly/weekly calendars for times. 
 

Lent 2018 Mid Week Services (February 21—March 21) 
Super Sunday Rescheduled (March 4) 
Daylight Saving Time Begins (March 11) 
Witness Team at Corner Table (March 12) 
Red Cross Blood Drive at St. Mark’s (March 12) 
Donations for Food Pantry (March 18) 
Children at Christ’s Table (March 24) 
Passion Sunday  & Seder Meal (March 25) 
Maundy Thursday (March 29) 
Good Friday Service (March 30) 
Easter Vigil Service (March 31) 
Easter Sunday (April 1) 

 
 

Calendar Highlights 

 

Youth & Family 

For a little over a year now, I have had 
the privilege to serve as your interim 
youth minister, and with that I have 
grown to know and love many of you. I 
remember how honored, exuberant, and 
humbled I felt when I was asked to be a 

part of your church and your staff. I literally jumped up-
and-down in my kitchen! (just ask my husband) 
 

In my time at Saint Mark’s, I have thoroughly enjoyed and 
appreciated working with you and your children, 
participating in many church events, sharing in worship 
with you and being welcomed into your church with open 
arms.  
 

With that being said, it is with mixed emotions that I 
announce the time has come for me to move on to the 
next chapter in my life, and unfortunately that means I 
will be departing from my position at Saint Marks.  
 

Initially, I thought that I would be able to continue 
serving as interim youth minister once the twins were 
born. I’ve kept a positive and optimistic outlook while 
doing my best to make it possible, but truth of the matter 
is… reality has sunk in. Having the twins in our lives has 
proven to be an incredible blessing, but also a massive 
amount of work! 
 

Because I am already working a full-time job, my free-
time is limited. With the recent addition of the twins, I 
now realize and accept that handling two jobs is simply 
too much. I really wanted to make it work out, but 
upon serious reflection, I feel it’s necessary to devote 
as much of my time as possible to my family as we 
grow in this new adventure of ours. As the saying goes, 
“they only grow up once.” 
 

From the bottom of my heart, thank you so much for 
giving me this opportunity and welcoming me into 
your church family. Thank you for giving me the 
chance to work with you and your children and for 
taking the time to get to know me while I’ve learned 
more about you. Thank you for your support 
throughout my pregnancy and for your continued 
prayers as we tackle the next step in our crazy, chaotic, 
beautiful and blessed life. And above all else, thank 
you for being you.  
 

Saint Marks is a remarkable church with a warm and 
inviting congregation and I am so blessed to have been 
a part of it! 
 

In Christ, 
 Katie Hamann 

To My Family at Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church, 

 

ELCA Youth Gathering is June 27—July 1 
Ethan Campbell, Korbin Nash, and Kody Nash 
will attend the Youth Gathering in Houston. 
Kelly & Kerri Nash will chaperone. 
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Financial Update 

 

Memorial Gifts to St. Mark’s 
 

In memory of 

Cobb Sigmon by Jennifer Gatewood 

Cobb Sigmon by M.C. “Jack” Smith & Family 

 

In honor of  

Bob & Rita Busbee by Barry & Kathy Whisnant 

 

Worship Attendance 
 

Sunday, February 11:  139 

Ash Wednesday, February 14:    95 

Sunday, February 18:  147 

 

Ministry Financial Update 

Reported as of  January Year to Date 

General Fund Receipts $22,537.83 $22,537.83 

Expenses (including payables) $25,284.96 $25,284.96 

St. Mark’s Quilt Mission 
Tuesdays, 10-12pm 

 

The Quilt Mission meets every 
Tuesday, 3244 W. Main Street, 
Claremont, except when the Women 
of the ELCA Bible study meets. 
 

Daylight Saving Time  
Begins on March 11 
 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive at St. Mark’s  
Monday, March 12, 2:30—7pm  

Family Life Center 
 

One pint may not seem like much but in 2017, Red Cross Blood 
Drives at St. Mark's, collected 127 pints, which has the 
potential to save up to 381 lives! Reserve a time today by 
contacting www.redcrossblood.org or the church office 
(lisa@smarklc.org or 828-459-2161). 

 

Local Outreach 

Volunteers Needed to Help Serve Lunch 
At the Corner Table on March 12  

 

The Witness team has committed to 
serving lunch on March 12. 
Volunteers are needed to help that 
day! The team needs people who can 
go at 9am to help prepare food and people who can come in 
at 11 am to help serve. A correct count of helpers is needed 
by March 7.  The Corner Table has some regular volunteers who 
can take the day off if St. Mark’s has volunteers to take their 
place for the day. Please contact Linda Hewitt (828-459-0244) if 
you would like to help!  This is a very rewarding and fun day!   
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Church Staff 
 
 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
gsh.elca@gmail.com (828-781-3060) 
 

Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
 

Myra Long: Choir Director / Praise Team Leader 
longmyra@ymail.com  (704-213-7623) 
 

Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
 

Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary   
lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
 

Mike Baker: Church Sexton  
mikebaker411@bellsouth.net 

Congregation Council Meeting 
Council meets on March 19. 

 

Newsletter Mailing 
The next mailing will be on March 14. 

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Thu, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Fri, 8:30am - 12:30pm 

Vol. 8, No. 4 
2-21-18 

Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org Stmarksclaremc 

Congregation Council 
 

 2018 2019 2020 
Terry Hefner Angela Brown Barry Bumgarner 
Scott Ramsey Edie Connor Tiffany Caudill 
Carol Schaefer Gigi Sigmon Marcheta Campbell 
Nicky Setzer Tanya Stephenson David Tucker 


