
  

  

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
 

The Reminder 
 

 

Worship Schedule 
+ + + 

Sunday Mornings  

8:15 am Contemporary 

9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Traditional 

+++ 

February 23rd 
Transfiguration of our Lord  

Welcome Reception for Deacon 
Heather Langan following each service 

 

February 26th 
Ash Wednesday  

12:10pm and 6:10pm Services 
5:15pm Lenten Meal 

 

March 1st 
First Sunday in Lent 

4:00pm Deacon Heather Langan 
ordained to Pastor Heather  

Supper served in FLC following 
ordination 

March 4th 
Mid-Week Lenten Services 

12:10pm and 6:10pm Services 
5:15pm Lenten Meal 

 

March 7th 
10:30am World Day of Prayer  

at Mt. Calvary Lutheran 
 

March 8th 
Second Sunday in Lent 

daylight saving time begins 
 

March 15th 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Food Pantry/ECCCM Pantry Donations 
witness team fundraiser / soup, 
sandwiches, home made desserts 

$8.00 adults, $5.00 Kids 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

FEBRUARY 26TH 
A Service of Word & Sacrament 

Confession and Imposition of the Ashes 
 

See Page 3 for details 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US IN CELEBRATION!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the Ordination and Installation  
of Pastor Heather Langan  

Sunday, March 1st at 4:00pm 
 

NC Synod Bishop Tim Smith will ordain Deacon Heather Langan, other area 
clergy will participate and/or be in attendance. Pastor Mary Miller-Zueller will 
preach.  

Supper will be served in the Family Life Center immediately following her  
ordination. 
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Food Donations on March 15th 
ECCCM and St. Mark’s Pantry  

The third Sunday of the month is the 
designated Sunday when St. Mark’s asks 
for non-perishable donations for the 
food pantries. Please place donations in 
the bin at the Parish Hall entrance.   
 
Ideas for donation: 
Canned or pouches of tuna or chicken, Vienna sausages, 
canned meat tamales, canned cored beef, cooked pouches 
of rice, canned beans, canned vegetables, spaghetti 
noodles and meat sauce, peanut butter/jelly, crackers like 
saltines or ritz. Trial sized lotion and personal care items.  
THANK YOU! 

February 
2/19 Newsletter mailed 
2/20 Friend of the Library 6:00 (FLC) POSTPONED  
2/22 Firefighters Burn Children’s Foundation (FLC) 
2/23 Bold Women’s Sunday (emphases on school supplies) 
2/23 Deacon Heather Langan’s First Day at St. Mark’s, 
          Welcome Reception following each service in the (FLC) 

2/25 Quilting Mission 10:00 (QM) 
2/26 ASH WEDNESDAY - Service 12:10 (S) 
2/26 ASH WEDNESDAY - Meal 5:15 (FLC) 
2/26 ASH WEDNESDAY - Service 6:10 (S) 
2/26 Chancel Choir Practice 7:00 (CR) 
2/27 FLC reserved for the evening 
2/29 FLC reserved 12-6 
March 
3/1 Pastor Heather Langan Ordination 4:00 (S) 
        Supper Following Ordination (FLC) 
3/2 Red Cross Blood Drive 
3/2 Women of the ELCA Board Meeting 6:00 (L) 
3/3 Quilting Mission  10:00 (QM) 
3/3 Worship and Music Team Meeting 6:00 (L) 
3/4 Lenten Service 12:10 (S) 
3/4 Lenten Meal 5:15 (FLC) 
3/4 Lenten Service 6:10 (S) 
3/4 Chancel Choir 7:00 (CR) 
3/7 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER at Mt. Calvary 10:30 
3/8 DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS, (Spring Forward) 
3/9 Support Team Meeting 6:30 (L) 

 

Calendar Highlights 

(S) Sanctuary, (FLC) Family Life Center, (L) Lounge, (QM) 3244 W. Main St (PH) Parish 
Hall, (CR) Chancel Choir Room  

For nearly 70 years, compassionate people just like you have put their faith into action and made quilts for people 
in need around the world. And not just a few quilts – hundreds of thousands of quilts every year. These gifts of 
love make life brighter, softer, and a bit more comfortable for our neighbors around the world struggling with dis-
placement, chronic poverty, illness, natural disaster and conflict. This amazing ministry is one that blesses the 
lives of quilters and those who receive quilts, and by inviting others to join us, in turn, blesses even more people!  

 
 
St. Mark’s Quilt Group meets each Tuesday morning year around from 10 am until noon. 
Helpers are always welcome. Donations of fabric, batting, and sewing notions are thankfully 
appreciated.  In November 2019, 78 quilts were packed and sent to Lutheran World Relief 
for shipment to destinations around the world.   

You are Invited to Sponsor the Altar Flowers 

Altar flowers are a way to worship God, for they are 
always, first and foremost, given to God’s glory. Please 
consider sponsoring a Sunday and providing a dedica-
tion for the bulletin. Cost of flowers per Sunday is $54. 
The flowers are yours to keep following worship. To 
sponsor the flowers, contact the church office (828-
459-2161 or secretary@smarklc.org).  

2020 Available Dates January - August 2nd 

Mar 1,  May 3,           Jun 07,             Jul 05,  
Mar 8,  May 17,         Jun 14,             Jul 12,  
Mar 15,  May 24,         Jun 21,             Jul 26, 
Mar 22,  May 31,         Jun 28,             Aug 02 

NATIONAL QUILTING DAY FALLS ON SATURDAY, MARCH 21 THIS YEAR 

 

Church and Community 
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February 26, 2019 @ 12:10PM (Communion) & 6:10PM 

Ash Wednesday marks our entry into the season of Lent.  By the 4th century the church observed a 40 day time of 
fasting, self examination, and repentance in service of becoming more faithful, obedient disciples of Christ. It was, 
and is a time for disciples to become more self-aware of sin, to put off sin through repentance, to rely on God’s 
grace and forgiveness, and to take up the call and opportunity to put on Christ and his benefits.    
 

Lent pointedly brings into focus our baptismal calling and work. Luther said,  “Let every one esteem his Baptism as a 
daily dress in which he is to walk constantly, that he may ever be found in the faith and its fruits, that he suppress 
the old man and grow up in the new.  For if we would be Christians, we must practice the work whereby we are 
Christians.”  Beginning with Ash Wednesday we take up the practice whereby we are, and become more faithful 
Christians.   

 

Lenten Mid-Week Services  

Wednesdays 12:10PM (Communion) & 6:10PM 

March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, Passover begins at sundown April 8th 
 

Questions from the Lord 

Jesus, like that of a Jewish rabbi, asked his disciples many questions designed to challenge and to invite his disciples 
to pause, to think, to imagine, to examine, to assess, and to remember. His timely and well asked questions opened 
doors to those who had ears to hear to new avenues insight, thinking, and living. This Lenten season we will take up 
some of our Lord’s questions while he lived among us, and as we do we will be challenged and invited to reflect on 
our lives of faith and discipleship. 
 

The questions we will take up in our Lenten journey are the following:  

March 4      “Then do you also fail to understand? Don’t you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can  
                      make him ’unclean’?”     Mark 7:18,19 

March 11    “You of little faith, why do you doubt?”     Matthew 14:31 

March 18    “What were you arguing about on the road?”      Mark 9:33 

March 25    “And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?”   Matthew 6:27 

April 1         “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you?”    Luke 6:46 

Upcoming Lenten Services 
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Upcoming Activities 

Primetime Senior Ministries,  
Community Luncheon Friday,  

March 20th, 12:00pm in the Family Life Center  
Monroe Pannell, Attorney at Law will be the guest 

speaker on senior life, estate planning etc. 

SUNDAY LUNCH FUNDRAISER  
MARCH 15TH 

The Witness Team will be preparing soup and sand-
wiches to help raise money for the church’s many 
needs.  

There will be take outs available after each service 
and all will be welcome to sit down and enjoy the  
fellowship with their fellow worshippers.   
The soups will be chicken noodle, and vegetable beef.  
Sandwiches will be turkey, cheese and pimento 
cheese. There will be homemade pound cakes and 
peach cobbler and homemade cookies, plus tea, 
coffee and water to drink.   
Cost is $8.00 for adults and $5.00 children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will also take this to our shut-ins.  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER IS MARCH 7TH 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church will host the World Day 
of Prayer on Saturday, March 7th at 10:30am. Fol-
lowed by a meal, the cost is $8.00 per person.  Please 
contact the Mt. Calvary at 828-459-7195 to let them 
know your attending. 

Organ Replacement Update 
  
On Sunday, February 2, after both worship services, David 
Tucker, President of the Congregation Council, and Tim 
Carpenter, Chair of the Worship and Music Committee 
conducted an information meeting with those present on 
the status of our organ, and steps to replace it.  Our organ 
is non-repairable given the lack of parts for that model, 
and a new one will need to be purchased. We currently 
have a leased Viscount organ in place from Doug Brady, a 
dealer for Viscount organs located in Hickory, NC.  The 
model available through Mr. Brady recommended by the 
Council can be purchased at a cost of $55,000.   
  
At the meetings and then afterwards, questions emerged 
regarding other considerations for the purchase in terms 
of make, model, and cost.  Also, it was recognized that our 
leaders for music need to be more involved in the process 
for their input and recommendations. The Congregation 
Council then by vote rescinded its’ original recommenda-
tion for the purchase of the Viscount model (not the same 
as what we have leased), and an Organ Task Team has 
been formed to look at the above considerations in more 
detail.  
  
The Organ Task Group is composed of Tim Carpenter, 
Chair, Charles Connor III, Terry Hefner, Emily Schuttenberg 
– Chancel Choir Director, and Steven Clarke Praise Team 
Leader. The leased organ will remain through Easter at 
which time a decision about the length of the lease will be 
made. Reports from the Organ Task Group will be pub-
lished and/or announced as they move through the pro-
cess to make a recommendation to the Congregation 
Council and to the Congregation for the purchase of a new 
organ. 
  
Thanks to those who have contributed or made pledges to 
help cover the cost of the purchase of a new organ.  To 
date we have in hand and in pledges a total of $19,000.  
While the final cost is not known at this time, it will most 
likely will fall into the range of what was recommended 
and could potentially be higher.  This is a great giving op-
portunity and the Congregation Council invites you to con-
sider make a donation, or to give a memorial or honorari-
um to the Organ Replacement Fund for a loved one.   

 

Important News on the Organ! 
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Please remember in prayer the family of  

Gib Bolick 

 

Ministry Financial Update 
 

 Reported as of January 31  
 Income   $26,300.43        Expense    $33.387.44 

All bills are paid. 
 

Worship Attendance 

   Date                                         Total both services 
   February 9th                                      125 
   February 16th                                    139 

Events/Notices 

Blood Drive March 2nd  
2:30pm—7:00 pm in the Family Life Center 

For appointments,  
call the church office  

(828-459-2161) or  
online: www.redcrossblood.org. 

Opportunities to Volunteer 

request regarding your contributions 
 

Tabulators Count contributions each Monday morning 
and make the bank deposits. If you are making contri-
butions to several FUNDS, please write separate checks 
for each. Thank you from the Tabulator Teams and your 
Financial Secretary! 

RISING HOPE FARMS 

Volunteer Training Saturday, March 14th or 28th 
10:00 am -  12:00 noon at the arena. 

3775 Bethany Church Road, Claremont NC 28610 
 
Rising Hope Farms  has volunteer opportunities for  
everyone (14 years or older) 
 
 - Rider Assistant/Side walker 
 - Horse Handling/Care 
 - Barn/Arena/Ground  
    Maintenance 
 - Administrative/ Office 
 
Call or Text Sandy at 828-302-7240 or  
Ellen at 440-315-7816 to register for training. 
Must have parental signature if under 18. 
 

Memorials and Honorariums 

To St. Mark’s 
In memory of Gib Bolick by Mike and Donna Evans  
In memory of Gib Bolick by Monroe Pannell 
In memory of Gib Bolick by Barry and Kathy Whisnant 
In memory of Gib Bolick by Terence and Karen Wynter 
In memory of Gib Bolick by Patricia Pope 
 

To St. Mark’s Organ Fund 

In memory of Gib Bolick  by Steve and Kay Deal  
In memory of Gib Bolick by Ronnie and Jean Hampton 
In memory of Gib Bolick by Terry and Tamarah Hefner 

Volunteers Needed 
Tuesday March 10th.   

The Witness team will be volunteering at “The Corner 
Table” on Tuesday March 10th, from 9:00am through 
lunch service.  Volunteers are needed to help prepare 
lunch beginning at 9am.  Those who wish to serve 
lunch may come at 11am. Please contact Linda Hewitt 
828-381-7979 by March 3rd to sign up to help.  
The address is 122 N. Main Ave. Newton. 

 

 

 

 

Daylight Saving Time 

 Begins  

March 08th 
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Spiritual Retreat for Women of all Ages 

 

Kure Beach Retreat Center Kure Beach, NC                              
 

Spirituality And the Arts 
 

Date: 03/13/20 - 03/15/20 
 

What is Spirituality and the Arts? 

 

Full Retreat Registration: $110.00,   Includes overnight accommodations for two nights, 
four meals, snacks, and materials.   

Commuter Registration: $55.00  (Commuter defined as living within 40 miles of the Re-

treat Center and not needing accommodations). The fee includes three meals and materials.   

Meals  The meals for all include: one dinner, two breakfasts, and one lunch beginning with 
dinner Friday evening. Everyone will go out for dinner on Saturday night, so bring money to 
cover this. Plus, you are welcome to bring any snacks for you or to share with others over the 
weekend.   

YOUNG WOMEN  Young women are encouraged to attend this retreat. Those age high 
school-22 will attend the retreat program and activities, but will stay separately in a nearby 
guest house.   

Scholarships Limited Leadership Legacy Scholarship  

Available for young women (high school-22). High school girls must stay with the group and 

participate in the entire program with the group. They must also have an adult responsible for 

them attending the retreat. The form is available on the NC Women of the ELCA website. 

Limited to one time use.   

Limited Young Women Guests Scholarship  

Available for Young Women Guests (YWG) age 23-30. The form is available on the NC Women 

of the ELCA website. Limited to one time use.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Art can be used easily as a spiritual practice. It is a form of prayer practice that utilizes creative play with art materi-
als while you listen for and to God.  In the beginning, God created. He is the artist from whence we came. We were 
made in the image of God, our intuitive creations connect us to divine inspiration. These sometimes silent medita-
tion or boisterous musical sessions include a few guided questions designed to stimulate thought about your art and 
also allows time for the spirit to emerge and reveal what our minds are usually too cluttered to reveal.  
You need no previous art skills or experience. All that is asked is that you are willing to try a different kind of prayer. 
Our event is for all women and high school aged children. We will be using art, music, poetry, drama, etc, along with 
silence for completing our prayer and reflection. We welcome any involve multiple art techniques such as mandala, 
collage, watercolor, paint, etc to share with others or to be displayed at the retreat center. We also encourage walk-
ing along the beach  alone with God, enjoying his creations, and speaking to him as a friend as a way to meditate 
and pray during our retreat. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     

Spring Retreat Registration Form  

Registration Deadline: February 28, 2020 This retreat is always a sellout so register early!  

Make checks payable to NCSWO and mail to:  Karen Overcash 2212 Woodlawn St. Kannapolis, NC  28083           

Email:  karenfo1953@gmail.com   Phone: 704-938-4934 (H)/704-431-9994 (C)  
 

Name _________________________________   
  

Phone _________________________________   
  

Address ________________________________  
  

City _______________________ Zip _________   
  

E-mail __________________________________  
  

Congregation/City _________________________   
  

Roommate _______________________________   
___ Commuter      
___ Attending Young Woman  Program 
___ Young Woman: High School   
___ Requesting Leadership Legacy  
___ Young Woman: Age 23-30      
___ Requesting YWG Scholarship  
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Women of the ELCA February/March Schedule 
 
Sunday, February 23 Bold Women’s Sunday  
Monday, March 2 at 6:00 PM-Board Meeting 

Saturday, March 7 World Day of Prayer at Mt. Calvary 

Friday, March 13 thru Sunday March 15,  
Spring Retreat at Kure Beach, (registration form page 6) 

Tuesday, March 17 at 11:00 AM -Bible Study  

Tuesday, March 17 Women of the Vine at 6:30-TBA 

Our emphases are school supplies. 

 

 

 

 

 

NC Synod Gathering 2020  
for all members of churches in the NC Synod 

Thursday, May 28 – Saturday, May 30  
Lenoir-Rhyne University Hickory, NC  

Join Lutherans from all across the NC synod as we gather for 
worship, fellowship, and learning together. Be a part of the 

first EVER NC Synod Gathering!  
 

Registration Now Open  
Deadline to Register: May 15  

Register by April 15 for Early Bird Rates  

Register online at: nclutheran.org/2020-gathering  
 

Who should come to the NC Synod Gathering?  
All NC Synod Lutherans. Everyone! All are welcome. Bring a group. 
Unlike synod assembly, congregations are not limited to two voting 

members and their rostered ministers. Please bring everyone! Come 
for the entire three-day event or come for a day or two. You'll be glad 

you did!  

Highlights include: 

• Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, author of Love without Limits, as keynote 
speaker . 

•  Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of  
 Women at Hollar Mills. 

• Bible study led by the Rev. Kendra Mohn, pastor at Trinity Lu-
theran, Fort Worth, TX.  

• Musician Mark Mummert leading daily worship.  

Fellowship, worship, learning opportunities and more  
Costs 1-day = $40 Early Bird / $50 Late  

2-day = $80 Early Bird / $100 Late  
3-day = $100 Early Bird / $120 Late  

More Details  
Visit nclutheran.org/2020-gathering  

for more information about costs, the full event schedule, learning 
opportunities, and more!  

 

Upcoming Activities 

20th Annual Golf Tournament 
Thursday May 14th 

Glen Oaks Golf Course 
245 Golf Course Road 
Maiden, NC 28650 
 

Join us for a great day of golf,  
help support a greater cause! 

Individual Player $90 - Lunch, green fees, cart fees, 
range balls & refreshments included 
Team (4 players) $360 - Lunch, green fees, cart fees, 
range balls & refreshments included. 
Phantom Player $90 - Unable to play but wants to do-
nate 
Mulligans $5.00 each or $20 for the team - allowed 1 
pp 
Tee Busters $20.00 for the team - allowed 1 per team 
 
Sign up online @  www.ecccm.org under the events 
tab! 
 
Questions? Contact Jo Ann at j.sherrill@ecccm.org or 
call 828-465-1702. 

Entry deadline is May 1st. 

Sponsorships Opportunities Available from $50 - $3000 
All Sponsors are invited to join us for lunch at 11:30am. 
 
Please make checks payable to ECCCM and  
mail to: PO Box 31. Newton, NC 28658 
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 550 

3216 West Main Street 

Claremont, NC 28610 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

Permit #2  

U.S. Postage 

P A I D 

Claremont, NC 

Congregation Council meets on March 16th at 6pm. 
 

Next newsletter mailing will be March 4th. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 

 

Vol. 10, No. 4 
2-05-20 

Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 

Congregation Council 
 

 2020   2021   2022  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist                                                            
(828-459-2161) 
Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist                                                              
(828-459-2161)  
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net   (828-459-2873) 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mary Willis: Church Secretary  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 

Mark Oakley: Church Custodian  (828-459-2161) 

Nikki Aiken: Church Custodian   (828-459-2161) 


