
  

 

Worship 
Schedule 

 
+ + + 

 
December 10 

2 Advent 
 

December 17 
3 Advent 

 
December 24 
Christmas Eve 

10:30am Service 
10:30pm Service 

 
December 31 

First Sunday after 
Christmas 

 
+ + + 

 
Sunday Mornings  

8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 

The Reminder 
 

December 6, 2017 

 

You Are Invited! 
St. Mark’s Annual Christmas Party  

Sunday, December 10, 4pm 
 
Catawba Valley Community Chorus  
Concert in the sanctuary at 4pm. The 
Catawba Valley Community Chorus is a 
40-member group of singers performs 
at venues throughout Catawba County 
and continues to draw large audiences. 
The chorus is currently directed by 
Spence Robertson, choir director and 
organist of Zion Lutheran Church of Hickory, and accompanied by Tim Warren, 
organist at Mt. Zion Lutheran Church in Conover. Their holiday  will include 
performances of “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” “Rockin’ Around the Christmas 
Tree,” “The Coming of the Lord,” “Sleigh Ride,” and “Jesus What a Wonderful 
Child.”  
 

Covered Dish Dinner in the Family Life Center after the concert. Please bring a 
family size dish and dessert to share. 
 

Children’s Christmas Play after dinner. This year’s play is “The Christmas Story” 
directed by Judy Carpenter, Phoenix Waters, and Christina Carpenter. The children 
will be singing Christmas favorites.  
 

Parents and children, please note: Dress rehearsal will be held at 10am on 
Saturday, December 9. Wear your costumes! Pizza will be served after rehearsal. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship  
at 10:30am & 10:30pm  

on Sunday, December 24 

 

St. Mark’s Preschool  
Christmas Program 

“The Animals’ Christmas Eve” 
Thursday, December 14, 10:30am 

Family Life Center 
 

You are invited to a birthday party for 
Jesus. Cookies, cake and punch will 
follow the program. Also enjoy a visit 
from Santa and Rudolph! 
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Calendar Highlights 

Please check monthly/weekly calendars for times. 

City of Claremont’s Senior Citizens Dinner (December 9) 

St. Mark’s Christmas Party (December 10) 

Adopt-a-Family Gifts Due (December 13) 

St. Mark’s Preschool Christmas Party (December 14) 

Rising Hope Farms Live Nativity (December 16) 

Christmas Eve, Services at 10:30am & 10:30pm (December 24) 

Service of Lessons and Carols (December 31) 

“One”derful Wednesdays (January 3—February 7) 

Installation of Council and Altar Guild (January 7) 

Quilting Mission Resumes (January 9) 

Faith Alive Confirmation Retreat at Lutheridge (February 2—4) 

City of Claremont’s Annual  
Senior Citizens Dinner 
December 9, 4—8pm,  

St. Mark’s Family Life Center 
 

R.S.V.P. Danny Hedrick (828-459-2255) 

Poinsettias for the Sanctuary  -  Reserve by December 17 
Poinsettias are available for purchase to beautify our sanctuary this Christmas season. The 
cost of the poinsettias is $10. You may dedicate the poinsettias to the Glory of God, or to the 
Glory of God in memory or in honor of someone special. Deadline for ordering is Sunday, 
December 17. Make checks payable to St. Mark’s with poinsettias on memo line. 
 
Name: ____________________________________________  # of Poinsettias: _______x  $10  =  $________ 

In Honor of:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rising Hope Farms Live Nativity 
December 16, 5—8 pm 

3775 Bethany Church Road, 
Claremont 

Gifts for Our Eight Local Families 
Due by December 13 

 

Gifts need to be brought to the church 
office so that they can be distributed to 
the families before school is recessed 
for the holidays. Please be sure that 
each gift and gift card is tagged with 
family number and age of child. 

 

 

Adopt-a-Family 

St. Mark’s members visited Colene Hall  
while Christmas Caroling on December 3. 
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Please Remember Families In Prayer  
 

We remember and pray for all those who are 
grieving the loss of someone during the 
holidays. Please hold the families of those 
listed below in prayer as they experience their 
first Christmas without loved ones. 
 

The families of: 
 

 Shirley Fisher  (+12/25/16) 
 Elizabeth Winters Freeze  (+2/1/17) 
 Arnold “Arny” Neumaier  (+3/15/17) 
 Glenn Cloninger, Jr.  (+5/28/17) 
 Marshall Butler  (+7/27/17) 
 Jeannie Sigmon  (+8/17/17) 
 Betty Moser Null  (+10/2/17) 
 Josephine Little Setzer  (+10/27/17) 
 Avery Kornegay (+11/16/17) 
 Kermit Cloninger (+11/30/17) 

New Adult Sunday School Class  
Meets on Sundays, 9:30am, in the Lounge 

 

Linda Hewitt is leading a Sunday School class called “Welcome to a 
Study of Galatians.” This study takes each verse of Galatians and 
will discuss how this scripture speaks to us. It is an interactive 
group, so come join us and learn with us about Paul's letter to the 
Galatians. 

“By faith we began, by hope we continue,  
and by revelation we shall obtain the whole.”  
― Martin Luther, Commentary on Galatians  

 

Notes and Announcements 

Thank You Notes 
 

Thank you so very much for the 
love, care, and support shown to 
me and my family upon the 
passing of Mom. To Pastors 
Haddock & Christ for their visits 
and prayers; and for their comforting words at her 
service; to the choir and Myra for the beautiful music; to 
all who offered words of comfort and encouragement 
during this most difficult loss; and to the women of St. 
Mark’s for the wonderful meal.  
 

With love and gratitude,  
Gina Null and family 

 

+ + + 
 

Thanks to the serving group who brought food. Thanks to 
those who sent cards and called. Thanks to those who 
attended the service. Your support was appreciated! 

 
Sincerely,  

Josephine Setzer Family 

Marriage 
Announcement 

 

Congratulations to David 
and Lisa Tucker. They 
were married at St. 
Mark’s on Saturday, 
December 2. 

 

Congregation Care 

Stephen Ministers Are Available to Listen 
 

Stephen Ministers are 
congregation members trained 
by Stephen Leaders to offer one-
to-one Christian care to people 
going through tough times.   
 

Stephen Ministers:  
 

 Rocky Miller (828-459-1219) 
 Chris Cloninger (828-464-1057) 
 Linda Hewitt (828-381-7979 
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Volunteers are Needed to Serve Lunch  
at Corner Table on December 12 

 

Members of the Witness Team plan to serve lunch on 
December 12. If you wish to participate, please contact 
Cathy Sigmon or Linda Hewitt. The Corner Table is a soup 
kitchen located in Newton, NC which serves nutritious 
meals to those in need in the Newton area. 

 

Lutheran World Relief Goat–A-Thon 

 

Donate Coca-Cola Bottle Caps & Boxes  
for Claremont Elementary School 

 

Funding for media 
centers in Catawba 
County has been cut 
this year, leaving 
Claremont Elementary 
with no money to buy 
new books. These are 
our children; they 
deserve the very best 
books to get the very best education. Here is 
how you can help by donating your trash! That 
is right, donate your Coca-Cola brand bottle 
caps and boxes to any of the containers that 
you see at each entrance to our church. The 
inside of a Coca-Cola brand bottle cap has a 
code that Claremont can type in to get 5 cents 
a cap! For every Coca-Cola brand box, inside 
there is the same code where you open the 
box. For the boxes, Claremont gets 15 cents!   

 
List of Coca-Cola brands: 

Coca-Cola, Coca-Cola Zero, Diet Coke, Dasani 
water, Fanta, Powerade, Sprite, Minute Maid  

 

Food Donations for ECCCM and  
St. Mark’s Pantry on December 17 

 

The third Sunday of the month 
is the designated Sunday when 
St. Mark’s asks for non-
perishable food donations for 
the ECCCM and St. Mark’s 
Food Pantry. Please place 
donations in the bin at Parish 
Hall entrance to the sanctuary. 

 
Lutheran World Relief’s mission this Christmas is to 
give at least 150 goats to struggling families around 
the world! We’re calling this mission the LWR Goat-a-
Thon and here’s how you can be a part of it. 

Give a goat! Help us reach our goal by giving a goat 
that provides nourishing milk for families to drink and 
sell for income. 
 
Learn about goats! Check out our Facebook page: 
Lutheran World Relief. It’s all about goats! We’ll be 
sharing how goats help fight poverty around the 
world, and more! 

 

Local Outreach 

https://lwr.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ede5b497f32f90e55971b4c3&id=bcbf004fec&e=1261248478
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Coming in January & February 

 

Annual Ministry Team Reports 
Due by January 19 

 

A vital part of the yearbook is the 
Ministry Team Reports. Please email 
your report (lisa@smarklc.org). If you 
have questions or need assistance, 
please call Lisa or Karen in the church 
office (828-459-2161). 

Confirmation Retreat: Faith Alive  
February 2-4 at Lutheridge 

“Holy Baptism & Holy Communion” 
Registration deposits due by January 2 

and chaperones are needed! 
 

Experiential learning leaves lasting lessons 
and builds relationships. Creative worship, 
crafts, songs, games and a campfire create an 
experience long remembered.  
 

Lutheridge staff provide supervision for 
campers, sharing their faithful witness.  
Adults are encouraged, but not required to 
attend with their youth. 
 

Registration and $77 is due in church office by 
January 2. Forms are available online:  
(lutheridge.novusway.org/non-summer-
youth-programs). Please watch your email for 
more information.  

“One”derful Wednesdays  
(January 3—February 7) 

 

A meal is served from 5:15—5:55pm in the 
Family Life Center. The suggested donation is 
$3 for children and $5 for adults and youth 
(12 & up). Following dinner, from 6-7 pm, 
there will be recreation, music, and Bible 
lessons for youth and children. Adults meet in 
the lounge. 

Installation of Council is January 7 
 

Four Council Members have been elected to serve 2018-
2020. The new council members are Barry Bumgarner, 
Tiffany Caudill, Marcheta Campbell, David Tucker. 
Installation will take place on Sunday, January 7. 
 

The four council members who will complete their term of 
service at the end of 2017 are Teresa Rozzelle, Michael Korn, 
Cathy Sigmon, Kerri Nash. We thank these members for their 
commitment and dedication to St. Mark’s! 
 

Council members for 2018 

2018 
Terry Hefner 
Scott Ramsey 
Carol Schaefer 
Nicky Setzer 

2019 
Gigi Sigmon 
Edie Connor 
Angela Brown 
Tanya Stephenson 

2020 
Barry Bumgarner 
Tiffany Caudill 
Marcheta Campbell 
David Tucker 

 

Installation of the Altar Guild is January 7 
 

The Altar Guild is responsible for seeing that the nave is 
always ready for services. They fill Home Communion kits 
and prepare for Communion during worship. The Guild is 
responsible for seeing that flowers are there for all services. 
They meet once a year on the 1st Saturday in December to 
plan the calendar for the coming year. The focus is to do 
their duties faithfully, and our goal is to encourage more 
young people to volunteer to serve on the Altar Guild. There 
are currently 35 members serving on the Altar Guild. 
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Financial Update 

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s 
In Memory Of 
Josephine Setzer by Kyle & Kathleen Sigmon  Betty Null by Bob & Camille Patrick 
Josephine Setzer by Juanita Setzer  Avery Kornegay by Bob & Camille Patrick 
Josephine Setzer by Dr. Chris & Donna Reese  Avery Kornegay by Bob & Camille Patrick 
Josephine Setzer by Bob & Camille Patrick  Avery Kornegay by Ginger Carpenter 
Josephine Setzer by Harley & Libby Brown  Rupert Little by Dr. Becky Sigmon 
Josephine Setzer by Doug & Jill Brown  Kermit Cloninger by Jack & Margie Whitener 

 

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s Preschool 
 Donation: 

By Gib & Susan Bolick 
Worship Attendance 

11/26 - 113      12/3 - 164 
 

Ministry Financial Update as of  October 31, 2017 
 

 Reported as of October 31              October             Year to Date 
 General Fund Receipts  $33,418.49          $283,720.20 
 Expenses (includes payables) $27,881.72          $284,871.35 

 

All bills are paid.   
 

Please not that the last day to post contributions for 2017 is December 31. 

 

 

Financial Pledges for 2018 
 

As of November 8, we have received Financial pledges 
of $214,956 for 2018.  Thank you for sharing your gifts 
abundantly! Pledge cards are available at the entrances  
to the sanctuary.   

The Catawba County Sheriff’s Office is offering training sessions for church representatives in Catawba County 
interested in learning about church security. Sheriff Reid said, “The goal of this training is to instruct places of 
worship regarding reasonable measures of safety when confronting a variety of threats and emergencies they may 
face during hours of worship.” If you are interested in attending one of these training events, please call the church 
office (828-459-2161). 

Scheduled training sessions are as follows:  
 Tuesday, January 9, 6:30—8pm: Mt. Pleasant UMC Community Center, 4136 Mt. Pleasant Rd., Sherrill's Ford 
 Thursday, January 25, 6:30—8pm: Tri City Baptist Church Sanctuary, 1409 NC Highway 16 North, Conover  

 

Church Security Training Offered by Catawba County Sheriff’s Office  
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The School of Parenting Never Ends 
With my first child, I read everything I could get my hands 
on. I asked questions of every mom I knew. Eventually, I 
calmed down enough to take cues from my daughter. I 
watched her. I listened to her. I held her. And I learned 
from her. After all, I spent the most time with her—not the 
authors of all the books and articles I was reading—so it 
made sense that parenting became easier when I tuned in 
to her unique needs. 
 
With my second child, a son, I’m learning all over again and 
allowing myself to savor this time as he grows. I’m calmer 
as a parent these days. I’m (hopefully) wiser. I’m more free 
to cherish the simple beauty of this time with my newborn 
son. 
 
In between the diaper changes and feedings, the quick 
naps here and there, the constant battles with my toddler 
about poking her brother, and the multiple spit-ups 
throughout the day, I’ve been feeling more attuned to what 
my son is teaching me. This has allowed me to be more 
open to the spiritual lessons God is showing me through my 
son. Here are three I’ve learned with my second child that 
may be of use to you. 
 

The Power of Trusting God in the Darkness 
Three in the morning seems to be a popular time for 
newborns and their parents. When my son wakes hungry, I 
feed him. As he snuggles close to my body with only the 
light of the moon, I give thanks for this time. I know from 
experience that it’s only a season for us, that soon enough 
he won’t need to be fed in the middle of the night. 
 
During those nighttime feedings I’m reminded of all the 
others who are awake throughout the night, for those 
whose waking is not just a season: the family who is 
homeless; the cancer patient unable to sleep; the student 
who is bullied and afraid to go to school; the family grieving 
the loss of a loved one. At 3 a.m. we’re all awake, and 
we’re all connected under the same moon, by the light that 
shines for us—God’s light. Thanks to my son, I’m learning 
to trust the dark and to not be fearful, to remember that 
we can find one another as we look toward the light. 
 
At 3 a.m. we’re all awake, and we’re all connected under 
the same moon, by the light that shines for us—God’s light. 

The Power of Being Held 
There are times when my son only wants to be 
held. He’ll cry anytime you put him down. He 
wants to be near his parents. He wants comfort 
from warm hands. In those moments all I can do is 
pick him up and hold him. Whatever I think I need 
to do or get done can wait—my son demands my 
full attention. 
 
How often do I only give half attention to others or 
the tasks I have at hand? I wish I could offer this 
same attention to others, to be fully present to 
them. Thanks to my son I’m learning about the 
power of being held and what it means to offer 
that same kind of comfort to others. And thanks to 
my son, I’m reminded that the cozy, safe feeling of 
being held is the same comfort God wants to give 
us, his children. 
 

The Power of Rest 
Newborns need to sleep! Their new world 
provides so much stimulation, sleep is essential to 
their development, giving their little bodies and 
minds time to grow. As parents, we try so hard to 
get our kids to sleep when they are fighting it. I 
know it’s necessary for my children, but I often 
find it hard to take that same advice and rest 
myself! 
 
My world provides so much stimulation and so 
much that grabs for my attention. I’m constantly 
on the go. I’m constantly connected through social 
media. Like my newborn son, I need to rest. I need 
time for growth that can only come when I am 
still, when I’m listening for God’s voice. 
 
As a parent of two, I’m finding that each day 
provides new lessons and insights. Each day 
provides more love. I give thanks for this time. For 
these children. And that God keeps showing up in 
our lives. 
 

+ + + 
 

Kimberly Knowle-Zeller is an ordained ELCA pastor, mother of 
two and spouse of an ELCA pastor. She lives with her family 
in Cole Camp, Mo. Her website is kimberlyknowlezeller.com.  

A Story from Lutheran Living: Spiritual Lessons from a Newborn 

By Kimberly Knowle-Zeller 

http://www.kimberlyknowlezeller.com/
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Church Staff 
 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
 gsh.elca@gmail.com (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
 paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
Myra Long: Choir Director, Int. Praise Team Leader 
 longmyra@ymail.com  (704-213-7623) 
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
 stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
Katie Hamann: Interim Youth Leader 
 katie@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary  
 lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary  
 karen@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mike Baker: Church Sexton (828-459-2161) 
 mikebaker411@bellsouth.net 

Congregation Council Meeting 
Council will meet at 6pm on December 18 

 

Newsletter Mailing 
The next mailing will be on December 20 

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Thu, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Fri, 8:30am - 12:30pm 

Vol. 7, No. 23 
12-6-17 

Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org Stmarksclaremc 

Congregation Council 
 

 2017  2018 2019 
Teresa Rozzelle Terry Hefner Gigi Sigmon 
Michael Korn Scott Ramsey Edie Connor 
Cathy Sigmon Carol Schaefer Angela Brown 
Kerri Nash Nicky Setzer Tanya Stephenson 

Quilting Mission will be on break until the second Tuesday in January.  
Please join them on January 9 at 10am at the Quilt Mission on Main Street. 


