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St. Mark’s Newsletter
The Reminder
October 26, 2016

Annual Congregation Meeting is November 13
One worship service: 10am
Sunday School: 9 - 9:50am
Congregation Meeting after Worship
Covered Dish Luncheon after the Meeting
Worship Schedule
8:15 am Contemporary
9:20 am Sunday Brew
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Traditional
+++
October 30
Reformation Sunday
November 6
All Saints Sunday
November 13
26th Sunday
after Pentecost
Congregation Meeting
(one service)
9am Sunday School
10am Worship
Covered Dish
Luncheon
November 20
Christ the King
W-ELCA Thankoffering
November 27
First Sunday in Advent
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The purpose of the annual congregation meeting is:
1. Approve the Annual Budget for 2017
2. Elect four Council Members to serve 2017-2019
3. Vote to approve changes to the St. Mark’s
Constitution to reflect the changes to the Model
Constitution for Congregations as approved by the
2013 Churchwide Assembly
We will have one service only and the meeting will follow the service.
Members of the finance team will be available between worship services on October
30 and November 6 to answer questions about the budget. The proposed budget
summary is published in this newsletter for you to review. A copy of the complete
proposed budget will be available at the entrances to the sanctuary.
The slate of nominees for Congregation Council will be published at a later date,
upon council approval. You may nominate someone for Congregation Council from
the floor during the congregation meeting, provided you have that person’s
permission to do so.
For the Covered Dish Luncheon, you are asked
to bring a family size dish and dessert to
share. Drinks will be provided.

Photos for Veterans Presentation on November 13
Plans are being made for a slide presentation honoring our
veterans during worship on Sunday, November 13. Submit
photos, new and old, to the church office of our veterans,
both living and deceased, especially in uniform. Be sure to
include a note with the photos explaining who, where, and
when. If you wish to submit a photo but don’t want leave
it, the office staff can scan photos while you wait.

Youth trip to Scarowinds on October 30
Youth of the church are invited to
go to Scarowinds on Sunday,
October 30. Kerri and Kelly Nash
will chaperone. Please contact them
with questions (828-312-2074 or 828-312-2076). The
cost of tickets are $34.99 if purchased online.

Trunk or Treat, October 31 at 6 pm
We celebrate All Hallows
Eve with our annual Trunk
or Treat in the back parking
lot beginning at 6 pm.
Please consider decorating
your trunk this year and/or donating individuallywrapped bags of candy to be given out by the “treaters”
after depleting their own supplies. The Jack-O-Lantern
pumpkin receptacles have been placed at the entrances.
Treaters will also enjoy free popcorn and a movie. Youth
plan to sell nachos, corn dogs, and sodas as well. Come
enjoy the fall festivities!

Catawba County Backpack Mission
St. Mark’s team will gather at Claremont
Elementary at 11:45 to fill backpacks with
food on November 3 and November 17. It
takes 45 minutes to pack 82 bags. To
volunteer, contact Rocky Miller (828-459-1219,
lanemiller@charter.net, or text 838-308-4800).

Sanctuary Open for Prayers on Election Day
November 8, 6:30 am - 7 pm
First of all, then, I urge that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for everyone, for kings and all who
are in high positions, so that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior.
1 Timothy 2:1-3

Volunteers are needed to act as hosts in the sanctuary
on November 8. Please contact the church office if you
are available for a one or two hour shift.

“One”derful Wednesdays
The meal is served from 5:15—5:55 pm in
the Family Life Center. The suggested
donation is $5 for ages 12 & up and $3 for
children.
Menus:
10/26 Chili, salad, and cornbread, dessert
11/02 Stuff your spud! with salad, dessert
11/09 Soups Galore! with sandwiches, salad, dessert
11/16 Turkey, stuffing, gravy, cranberry sauce,
dessert

Following dinner, from 6-7 pm, there is recreation,
music, and Bible lessons for youth and children. Adults
meet in the lounge for “Graced Pathways For Spiritual
Growth III.” This study explores the graced pathways
that will help us grow in our Christian life.

Mark your Calendars
“One”derful Wednesdays (through 11/16)
Preschool Halloween Parade (10/27)
Youth at Scarowinds (10/30)
Trunk or Treat (10/31)
Backpacks at Claremont Elementary (11/3 & 11/17)

Daylight Saving Time Ends (11/6)
All Saints Sunday (11/6)
Sanctuary Open for Prayers on Election Day (11/8)
Congregational Meeting/One Service/Potluck (11/13)
Honoring our Veterans during Worship (11/13)
W-ELCA Thankoffering (11/20)

Daylight Saving Time
Ends on November 6

Community Thanksgiving at Baptist Church (11/21)

Turn your clocks back
before you go to bed.

First Sunday of Advent (11/27)
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Thanksgiving (11/24)
Hanging of the Greens (11/30)

God’s Work, Our Hands
St Mark’s members had an active week! On
Saturday, October 15, members showed
support for Rita Busbee while participating
in the P.J. Stanley Memorial 5k & Fun Run.
On Tuesday, October 18 and Wednesday,
October 19, members of the witness team
served lunch to Claremont’s policemen,
firemen, and city workers. The card signed
by the congregation was presented and will
be displayed at City Hall.

3

In Sympathy To Those
Who Have Lost Loved Ones
J.B. Sherrill (October 18) Carolyn Sherrill, Randy Sherrill,
Tim (Deborah) Sherrill and family
Joe Edwards (October 10), Christy Sigmon and family
Isaac Landon Starnes (October 10), Hilda Deal and family

To the St. Mark’s Congregation,
Thanks so much for the outpouring of love you
showed our family after the tragic loss of J.B. It
meant a great deal to us that everyone from the
congregation pulled together to make his funeral
service and the meal afterwards so special.

Special thanks to:
 Pastors Paul Christ and Gary Haddock
 Myra Long and the Chancel Choir
 St. Mark’s Serving Group #1
 St. Mark’s Tech Team, especially
Carol Schaefer, Colton Ignoffo,
Terry Hefner, Tim Sigmon
Sincerely,
Carolyn Sherrill
Randy Sherrill
Tim and Deborah Sherrill

2016 Altar Flowers Dates
Please reserve your dates for this
year’s altar flowers. To reserve a
Sunday, contact Maebelle Sigmon
(828) 459-7387. To provide the
dedication for the bulletin, contact
the office (churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org or 828459 2161). The cost of flowers is $54.
Upcoming Dates
10/30 Ginger Carpenter
11/06 Open
11/13 Edie Connor
11/20 Susan Carpenter
11/27 Alex & Whitney Kau

12/04 Shirley Fisher
12/11 Open
12/18 Open
12/25 Edie Connor

Women of the ELCA Sunday is November 20
The Women of the ELCA will host their Thankoffering service at both
services on November 20. Women will be participating in the service and
Ginger Carpenter will deliver our message. The church will be beautifully
adorned with mums and various fall items. There will also be a bake sale
between services. Two envelopes will be available at the entrances. The
blue envelope is designated for the annual Thankoffering. This offering is
sent directly to the national Women of the ELCA church office in Chicago to help with grants for women and other
services for our women. The other envelope is for the annual W-ELCA St. Mark’s project.

W-ELCA Mums Order Form
The W-ELCA have mums available for purchase for the W-ELCA Thankoffering Service on
Sunday, November 20. Mums are $10 and the deadline for submitting your dedication
is Tuesday, November 15.
Name: __________________________________________Number of Mums________ X $10 = $_____________
In honor of:___________________________________________________________________________________
In memory of:_________________________________________________________________________________
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Thank you note from Daniel Locke

Lutheran Disaster Response to
Hurricane Matthew
Please pray for the people who have been
affected and are in the path of Hurricane
Matthew. May God’s healing presence give
them peace and hope in their time of
need. Gifts to “Hurricane Matthew” will be
used to assist those affected by the hurricane
until the response is complete. If you would
like to make a donation to Relief Efforts, write
“Hurricane Matthew” on your check’s memo
line and make payable to St. Mark’s Lutheran
or send directly to ELCA Gift Processing Center,
P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.

Thank you so much for welcoming me home
(Sunday, September 18). It was so wonderful
to be back at St. Mark’s and in the company of
family. I am so thankful for your continued
support. It is a true witness to the cloud of
saints surrounding me and an affirmation that
I am not alone in this journey. I look forward
to visiting home again. I’ll keep in touch!
God Bless,
Daniel Locke
Lutheran Theological
Southern Seminary
4201 N. Main Street, #231
Columbia, SC 29203

Financial Update
Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s Preschool

In Memory Of:
None Received

In Memory Of:
None Received

In Honor Of:
None Received

In Honor Of:
None Received

Worship Attendance:
10/16 - 147
10/23 - 151
Ministry Financial Update as of September 30, 2016
Reported as of
September 30
Year to Date
General Fund Receipts
$31,128.95
$260,200.93
Expenses (includes payable)
$31,107.84
$274,932.20

Initial Commitments from Stewardship Sunday:
Monetary Commitments - $153,416.00
Time Commitments for church: 24
Time Commitments for community: 14
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Milk Pail Offering
Designated for
Local Families During
Holidays
Beginning in October and
continuing through
December 11, the Milk Pail
Offerings will be designated
to provide support and gifts for local families in need.

Stewards of God’s Love:
Focus on Finance Team Ministry
Purpose: To serve the mission of the congregation in
proclaiming the gospel and making disciples by overseeing,
managing, and accounting for the congregation’s financial
resources and their use.
Team Functions/Tasks

DOWN

To solicit from Ministry Teams their requests for funds for their
ministry area and to compile a proposed budget for the Church
Council to review and approve before bringing it to the
Congregation for approval at the annual meeting. The Team will
make the final determination of Ministry Team budgets based
OUT

OUT

upon spending patterns from previous years and proposed new
items.
Bring to Church Council as an Action Item any changes that
needs to be made regarding our Fund investments and any
other changes. Work to constantly improve our reporting

IN

DOWN, IN, AND OUT:
LOVING GOD
AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR
When we practice stewardship
in this way we are
making the sign of the cross.
God makes the first vertical line
DOWN; we follow by moving IN to
the center and then OUT
to our neighbors on either side,
both near and far.
We form a cross with our lives and
through our faith, we are marked
with the cross of Christ forever.
Excerpted from ELCA resource

“Stewards of God’s Love, A Year-round
Guide to Stewardship in your
Congregation.”
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process.
Ministry Budget Accounting
Track the receipt and expenditure of all ministry team funds
and report the status to Church Council on a monthly basis.
Work closely with the Church Financial Secretary on any issues.
Restricted Funds and other Funds Accounting
Track the receipt and expenditure of all restricted and nonrestricted funds, advise Church Council of changes in the
investments funds, and report the status of these funds to
Church Council on an monthly basis.
Chair & Liaison: Bill Dotson
Members: Doug Brown, Nicky Setzer, Tim Carpenter

Sponsored by the St. Mark’s Support Team: Over the course of
the year, you will hear from one of the Ministry Teams in the
second edition of each month in the newsletter, and then
briefly as we gather for worship on the fourth Sunday of the
month. Featured ministries in November: W-ELCA & Quilting
Mission
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St. Mark’s Newsletter—The Reminder
Church Staff

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor gsh.elca@gmail.com (828-781-3060)
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care paulernestchrist@yahoo.com (828-409-4681)
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org (828-459-2161)
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary finsec@stmarksclaremont.org (828-459-2161)
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director stmarkspreschool@charter. net (828-459-2873)
Jordan Moretz: Praise Team Leader jordanbmoretz@yahoo.com (828-238-4695)
Myra Long: Chancel Choir Director/Organist longmyra@ymail.com (704-213-7623)
Newsletter Mailings/Congregation Council Meeting
The next mailing of the St. Mark’s Reminder will be on November 9. Please have information that needs
to be in the newsletter to the church secretary by Thursday, November 3.
The Congregation Council Meeting will be on Monday, November 21, at 6pm in the Lounge.
Leaders, please have your team reports to the church office by Thursday, November 17.

Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am - 4:00pm Friday 8:30am - 12:30pm
8

Vol. 6 No. 20
10-26-16

