
  

 

Worship 
Schedule 

 

+ + + 
 

October 29 
Reformation &  

Confirmation Sunday 
One Service at 10am 
Reception to Follow 

 
November 5 

All Saints Sunday 
 

November 12 
Pentecost 23 
One Service 

10:00 am 
Congregation Meeting 
Congregation Brunch 

 
+ + + 

 

Sunday Mornings  
 

8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 

The Reminder 
 

October 25, 2017 

Honoring Our Veterans Presentation is Sunday, November 12 
 

If you did not have a chance to do so last year, please submit photos, new or old, to 
the church office of our veterans, both living and deceased, especially in uniform. Be 
sure to include a note with the photos explaining who, where, and when. If you wish 
to submit a photo but don’t want leave it, the office staff can scan photos while you 
wait.  
 

Photos submitted last year will be included in this year’s presentation. If you have changes, please contact Lisa 
Underwood (lisa@smarklc.org or 828-459-2161) to update the information on your slide. 

 

Annual Congregation Meeting is November 12 
Sunday School: 9 am 

One worship service: 10 am 
Congregation Meeting follows Worship 

Covered Dish Luncheon after the Meeting 
 

There will be one worship service at 10 am on Sunday, 
November 12. During the service there will be a slide 
presentation and booklet honoring our veterans. We 
will also dedicate the new flag and pole. Immediately 
following worship, the annual congregation meeting 
will be held in the sanctuary. The agenda for the 
annual congregation meeting is: 
 

1) Approve the Annual Ministry Budget for 2018. A copy of the complete 
proposed budget will be available at the entrances to the sanctuary. 

2) Elect four Council Members to serve 2018-2020. The slate of nominees for 
Congregation Council are: Barry Bumgarner, Tiffany Caudill, Marcheta 
Campbell, Kerri Nash, David Tucker. You may also nominate someone from the 
floor during the congregation meeting, provided you have that person’s 
permission to do so. 

3) Vote on the Congregation Council recommendation regarding calling a full 
time Associate Pastor. See page seven for St. Mark’s Faith Challenge: Prospect 
of Calling a Second Pastor “Questions and Answers for Your Information.” 

 

For the Covered Dish Luncheon, you are asked to bring 
a family size dish and dessert to share. Drinks will be 
provided. 
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“One”derful Wednesdays 
 

"One"derful Wednesdays stands for being One in Christ. We come together for fellowship, food, 
learning, and singing. We begin with a meal in the Family Life Center, from 5:15—5:55pm. 
Suggested donation is $5 each for 12 & up; $3 each under 12. Following dinner, from 6—7pm, 
there will be recreation, music, and Bible lessons for youth and children. 
 

The Adult Study is “Graced Pathways For Spiritual Growth IV.” 
Led by Pastor Gary, the study meets in the lounge. The study 
is an examination of six established historical traditions of the 
church. The primary focuses of the study are on the life of 
Jesus as he lived the unique expression of each tradition, the 
study of Scripture that speaks to those traditions, and the 
beliefs, values, and practices that are central to each. In 
addition, each tradition will be viewed through the lives of a 
biblical character and a contemporary representative. 

Menus 
 November 1:  Stuffed spuds and salad 
 November 8:  Soups, sandwich, salad, dessert 
 November 15:  Turkey breast with stuffing, 

gravy & cranberry sauce, sweet potato casserole 
or vegetable, salad, roll 

Seniors Lunch is Friday, November 17 
 

Save the date 
for our annual 
Seniors Lunch 
on Friday, 
November 17 
at noon. A 
Thanksgiving 
feast will be 
served in the Family Life Center. Bob Hollar 
and “Sentimental Journey” will provide the 
entertainment. 

Trunk or Treat is Tuesday, October 31 
 

Each year we celebrate 
All Hallows Eve at St. 
Mark’s by holding our 
annual Trunk or Treat in 
the back parking lot 
beginning at 6 pm.  
 
Please consider decorating your trunk this year and/or 
donating individually-wrapped bags of candy to be given out 
by the “treaters” after depleting their own supplies. Jack-O-
Lantern pumpkin receptacles are available at each entrance.  

 

Fun and Fellowship 

Called by God and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Daniel B. Locke will be 
ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament on Thursday, November 2, at 6pm at St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church, 1200 West Cornwallis Road, Durham, NC 27705. The Reverend Dr. 
Timothy Smith, bishop of the NC Synod, presiding; the Rev. John Locke, preaching. Your 
prayers and presence are requested. All rostered ministers are invited to vest and process. 
Red is the color of the day. A light reception will follow the service. Daniel will serve as 
pastor of St. Mark's Lutheran Church in Jacksonville, Florida. 

 
Daniel and wife, Sarah, graduated from Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary on May 20 with the Master of 
Divinity degree. Native son, Daniel, is the son of Rev. John Locke and the late Susan Locke; nephew of Jonathan and 
Kathy Ray, Sheila and Barry Brake; and cousin of Colin Ray. 

 

Ordination of Daniel Locke on November 2 
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Calendar Highlights 

Please check monthly/weekly calendars for times. 

“One”derful Wednesdays (Through November 15) 
Reformation & Confirmation Sunday, One Service (October 29) 
Trunk or Treat (October 31) 
Daniel Locke Ordination in Durham (November 2) 
Faith Alive Confirmation Retreat (November 3—5) 
All Saints Sunday (November 5) 
Daylight Saving Time Ends (November 5) 
Congregation Meeting, One Service & Breakfast (November 12) 
Veterans Day Presentation & Flag Dedication (November 12) 
Seniors Lunch (November 17) 
Women of the ELCA ThankOffering Sunday (November 19) 
Community Thanksgiving Worship, Mt. Calvary (November 19) 
Thanksgiving Day (November 23) 
Christmas Caroling (December 3) 
Red Cross Blood Drive (December 4) 
Claremont Sr. Dinner (December 9) 
Christmas Party (December 10) 
Christmas Eve, Services at 10:30am & 10:30pm (December 24) 

Women of the ELCA Mums Order Form 

The W-ELCA have mums available for purchase for the W-ELCA Thankoffering Service on Sunday, November 19. 
Mums are $10 and the deadline for submitting your dedication is Tuesday, November 14.  
 

Name: __________________________________________Number of Mums________   X $10 = $_____________ 

In honor of:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of:________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Women of the ELCA will host their Thankoffering service at both services 
on November 19. Women will be participating in the service and Ginger 
Carpenter will deliver our message. The church will be beautifully adorned with 
mums and various fall items. There will also be a bake sale between services. 
Two envelopes will be available at the entrances. The blue envelope is 
designated for the annual Thankoffering. This offering is sent directly to the 
national Women of the ELCA church office in Chicago to help with grants for women and other services for our 
women. The other envelope is for the annual Women of the ELCA St. Mark’s project. 

Daylight Saving Time Ends on 
Sunday, November 5 

Turn your clocks back before going to 
bed on Saturday night! 
 
 
 

 

Women of the ELCA Thankoffering Sunday is November 19  
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Confirmation Retreat, “Faith Alive”  
November 3—5 at Lutheridge 

 

Three confirmands: Joseph Carpenter, Ethan Campbell, and Quentin 
Caudill will attend this fall’s Faith Alive retreat.  Scott Campbell, father of 
Ethan, will chaperone. The theme is “New Testament Overview.” Youth 
will discover how the New Testament came to be, experience the central 
stories of Jesus and the early church and explore how Lutherans 
understand the New Testament as the WORD of God.  

Confirmation Day and Reformation Sunday 
October 29, One Service at 10am 

Reception to Follow 
 

Sunday, October 29, Reformation Day, will also be 
Confirmation Day for Julia Sigmon, Korbin Nash, 
Lindsey Elrod, and Kody Nash. With the help of 

God, the love and support of their families, 
friends, and their St. Mark’s church family,  
Kody, Korbin, Julia, and Lindsey will publicly 
profess and affirm their baptisms.  

 

We are thankful for their faithful mentors – their parents, grandparents, 
Pastor Gary Haddock, Susan Tucker, Katie Hamann, Aaron Carpenter, 
Elizabeth Franklin, Melanie Sigmon, and Maria Wright who have made up 
our team of catechism teachers and all mentors who have helped to form 
and shape their faith throughout their young lives!  
 

We rejoice with Kody, Korbin, Lindsey, and Julia in their life of baptism 
and in their public professions of faith! 

Please Remember in Prayer 
the families of  

 

 Linda Faye Sigmon (October 3), 
sister of Maebelle Sigmon 

 Betty Null (October 2), mother of 
Gina Null 

 Cheri Mashburn (September 29), 
wife of Mark Mashburn 

 

 

Congregation Care 

Pastoral and Stephen Minister 
Visitation 

 

If you know of someone in our 
congregation who needs a visit, 
call the church office (828-459-
2161). You may also contact 
Pastor Gary (828-781-3060) or 
Pastor Paul (828-409-4681). 
 

Stephen Ministers 
are congregation 
members trained 
by Stephen 
Leaders to offer 
one-to-one 
Christian care to people going 
through tough times. To speak 
with a Stephen Minister, contact 
Rocky Miller (828-459-1219) or 
Chris Cloninger (828-464-1057). 
 

Over the last few months, Linda 
Hewitt has been participating in 
the Stephen Ministry training and 
will soon complete the class. 
 

Bear one another’s burdens,  
and in this way you  

will fulfill the law of Christ.  
(Galatians 6:2).  

 

Confirmation News 
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Minutes from Council Meeting on September 18 

Call to Order 

Opening Prayer 

Roll Call 

Present: Pastor Gary, Kerri Nash, Gigi Sigmon, Edie 
Connor, Nicky Setzer, Tanya Stephenson, Terry 
Hefner, Carol Schaefer. Excused: Cathy Sigmon, 
Angela Brown, Scott Ramsey. Absent: Michael Korn, 
Teresa Rozzelle 

Approval of Minutes from August Meeting 

Pastor’s Report 

Forward Together: Steering Group: This group needs 
to be appointed. I will work with the group along 
with Pastor Sean Barrett who has agreed to be our 
coach.  The Task Group will first meet to be 
educated on the outline for the process, will oversee 
gathering surveys for all congregation members, will 
communicate the results to the congregation after 
their interpretation, and will engage leadership and 
the congregation as to how to take advantage of our 
greatest opportunities related to our strengths.  

Leadership Convocation: Request to Re-establish 
Those Gatherings. No dates were set. 

New Members to be received October 8: Lisa 
Thomas, David Tucker and children – Davis and 
Nelson.  Doug Carrigan plans to join soon, and will 
try to make 10/8 – he a commercial truck driver and 
is on the road often.  

Action Items 

Motion was made to approve Flag Proposal: The flag 
will always be flown during Inauguration Day Week 
(when applicable), Presidents Day Week, Memorial 
Day Week, July 4th week, Labor Day Week, and 
Veteran’s Day Week.  The flag will also be flown 
during: times of national tragedy; times of first 
responder’s death in the community; times of state 
and local tragedy, and during the funeral of a 
veteran at St. Mark’s. The flag may be flown during 
other weeks and times as needed, and will be 
tended to by the sexton. 

 

Made motion to make restricted fund account for 
organ maintenance/ replacement as requested by 
Worship & Music Team. 

Finance Report – all current bills are paid 

Team Reports 

 Learning 

 Witness and Social 

 Support – plans are under way for 
Stewardship program this fall entitled 
“Blessed Abundantly; Share Bountifully” 
which will run from September 24 – October 
15. Showcase of Congregation Talents will 
take place October 1. Support team members 
will create videos showing how congregations 
members are living out the theme of “Blessed 
Abundantly; Share Bountifully.” The videos 
will be shown during worship services. 
Commitment Sunday is October 15 with 
breakfast between services.  

 Technology 

 Youth 

 Congregational Care 

 Property 

 Finance 

 Worship & Music - With music maintenance, 
we will eventually need a new organ (5-7 
years). Pastor Gary suggested that we roll 
over excess into an Organ Fund similarly to 
what Property does. We will raise the line 
item for the organ maintenance to $1500 and 
leave the piano and other lines where they 
are. 

 Fellowship 

 Preschool 

 Memorial 

 Global Missions 

 Personnel - Our secretary Lisa Underwood’s 
schedule will change to three days a week: 
Tuesday Wednesday, Thursday. Her efficiency 
has allowed her to change her hours. 

Women of the ELCA 

Men in Mission 

Old Business  

New Business 

Adjournment and Lord’s Prayer 
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Financial Update 

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s 
 

In Memory Of 
 

 Henry Haddock by Carolyn, Randy, Timothy and Deborah Sherrill 
 Henry Haddock by Sue Karen Falls 

Betty Null by Ron & Hilka Cox 

Worship  Attendance: 
 

10/15 - 140      10/22 - 129 
 

Ministry Financial Update as of  September 30, 2017 
 

 Reported as of September 30           September          Year to Date 
 General Fund Receipts  $29,208.33          $250,301.71 
 Expenses (includes payables) $30,496.56          $256,989.65 

 
All bills are paid.   

Attention Veterans and Friends! 
 

The new American flag and pole outside the 
Parish Hall will be dedicated on Veterans 
Sunday, November 12. The total cost for 
materials and installation was $2,245.62. So 
far, donations have been received in the 
amount of $1,679.  
 
If you would like to contribute to this project, 
please make checks payable to St. Mark’s and 
include a note on the memo line. For cash 
contributions, be sure to include a note or 
envelope. 

Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial Camp Scholarship 
 

In October 2014, we tragically lost Alec 
Sigmon in a car accident. We still miss him, 
and invite you to continue to pray for the 
family. Alec loved camp – particularly 
Lutherock.  

 
The family has designated that memorial funds given in his 
memory, be specifically given as camping scholarships. The 
total amount per camper to be given once per year is 
$150. Please contact the church office or see the 2017 
Yearbook for more details about the Alec Calvin Sigmon 
Memorial Camp Scholarship.  

 

As of October 23, we have received Financial pledges of 
$199,956 for 2018. Time and Talents pledges have been 
compiled and you will hear from the support team in the very 
near future. Thank you for sharing your gifts abundantly! 

And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having enough of 
everything, you may share bountifully in every good work.  

2 Corinthians 9:8 
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St. Mark’s Faith Challenge: Prospect of Calling a Second Pastor 

Questions and Answers for Your Information 
 

1) Why do we need an Associate Pastor? We must plan for our future needs.  Pastor Haddock will be retiring inside 
the next five years and we need to be vibrant and growing.  We need to be connecting with and ministering to 
young families, we need to develop our children, our youth program, and we need to reach out and 
minister/connect with the 20-35 year old age group. 

2) How will we pay for and can we afford an Associate Pastor? We are already budgeted for a Visitation Pastor 
(Pastor Christ) and a Youth Director.  In replacing both of those with an Associate Pastor the expense will certainly 
be greater.  There is currently a “Faith Challenge” campaign ongoing for commitments over a four year period to 
make up the difference in the expense.  We have complete confidence that the campaign will provide funds to pay 
for the Associate Pastor. 

3) What happens if we call an Associate Pastor and determine later that we can’t afford the addition even with the 
Faith Challenge pledges? We will not call an Associate Pastor unless we can afford it. The Faith Challenge is for a 
period of four years, which will, in all probability, coincide with the retirement of Pastor Haddock. At which time, 
we would move forward with one pastor. (See #7) 

4) What would be the position description for an Associate Pastor and how would his/her position relate to Pastor 
Haddock’s service with us? The Associate Pastor would have the same responsibilities and privileges as Pastor 
Haddock as an ELCA ordained minister to the Office of Word and Sacrament.  His/her position would include full 
participation in the full spectrum of ministries at St. Mark’s with special emphasis on Children, Youth, and Family 
Ministry along with shared responsibility with Pastor Haddock for visitation/pastoral care. 

5) How will calling an Associate Pastor affect Pastor Christ and the focus of his service to St. Mark’s members? The 
calling of a full time Associate Pastor would mean that Pastor Christ’s tenure with us would come to an end and 
the Associate Pastor would assume his duties as part of his/her responsibilities. 

6) How will calling an Associate Pastor affect our Interim Youth and Family Director and those programs? The 
calling of a full time Associate Pastor would mean that Katie Hamann’s tenure with us as Interim Youth and Family 
Director would come to an end and the new Associate Pastor would assume those responsibilities. 

7) If we call an Associate Pastor will it be possible for him/her to be considered for the Senior Pastor position when 
Pastor Haddock retires? Yes, it will be possible for the Associate Pastor to be considered for the Senior Pastor 
position at Pastor Haddock’s retirement.  He/she would be considered first before any other call would go out by 
the congregation.  This would be written into the call of the Associate Pastor at the time of his/her call to ministry 
at St. Mark’s.  Usually the Associate Pastor’s call would end with the Senior Pastor’s call but in this case, he/she 
would be considered for the position. 

8) If we decide to call an Associate Pastor, what does the process and time line look like? A call committee would 
be formed and that committee would start work with the NC Synod.  The needs/wants of the congregation then 
have to be determined before the process can go forward.  With the number of congregations in NC currently 
looking for Pastors, and given the availability of candidates, we would expect this process to take at least nine 
months to a year and maybe longer. 

9) What advantages would be gained as a congregation with a full time Senior Pastor and a full time Associate 
Pastor on staff? More time can be dedicated to the priority of Children, Youth, and Family Ministry by a second full 
time Pastor; Continued and enhanced visitation/pastoral care will be achieved with a second full time Pastor; 
Shared responsibilities between Pastors in worship will enhance our worship services; The assignment of ministry 
areas oversight and the enhanced partnership with our ministry teams will foster the development of lay 
leadership as well as ministry program development and implementation. 

 

Your prayers and faithful consideration of this next step in the development and spiritual growth of St. Mark’s are 
needed at this time.  If you continue to have questions/concerns, please give a call to Dale Sherrill who is leading the 
Congregation Council appointed Faith Challenge Task Force @ 828-234-7585 (cell) or 828-459-2192 (home). 
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Claremont, NC 

Church Staff 
 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
 gsh.elca@gmail.org  (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
 paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
Myra Long: Choir Director, Int. Praise Team Leader 
 longmyra@ymail.com  (704-213-7623) 
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
 stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
Katie Hamann: Interim Youth Leader 
 katie@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary  
 lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary  
 karen@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mike Baker: Church Sexton (828-459-2161) 
 mikebaker411@bellsouth.net 

Congregation Council Meeting 
Council will meet at 6pm on October 16 

 

Newsletter Mailing 
The next mailing will be on October 11 

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Thu, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Fri, 8:30am - 12:30pm 

Vol. 7, No. 20 
10-25-17 

Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org Stmarksclaremc 

Congregation Council 
 

 2017  2018 2019 
Teresa Rozzelle Terry Hefner Gigi Sigmon 
Michael Korn Scott Ramsey Edie Connor 
Cathy Sigmon Carol Schaefer Angela Brown 
Kerri Nash Nicky Setzer Tanya Stephenson 


