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Generosity Sunday is October 16
On that day you will be asked to make a commitment to the 2017 ministry budget.
There will also be a brunch between worship services in the Family Life Center.
October 16, Week Five: One to Another:
Scripture: Deuteronomy 10:12-22;
Romans 12:1-3, 9-17; Matthew 7:12, 24-29

Worship Schedule
8:15 am
Contemporary
9:20 am Sunday Brew
9:30 am Sunday
School
10:30 am Traditional
October 16
Twenty-second
Sunday
After Pentecost
Generosity Sunday
Breakfast between
services in the Family
Life Center
October 23
Twenty-third Sunday
After Pentecost
October 30
Reformation Sunday
November 6
All Saints Sunday

It has been a great journey. We have watched the
Donovans come to understand the cost of
relational generosity, and we have seen the
transforming power of generous love. In the words of
Frank, no one wants to be hated, but we are called to
share our lives with people who aren’t always like us.
When Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this
that someone lay down his life for his friends.” He
was talking about sacrificial love. Loving Generously is
about following Christ’s example and giving up our
comfort and security so that we can love others
sacrificially.
This Sunday, October 16, we will give you the opportunity to commit to living what you
have learned. Enclosed is a commitment card. Please prayerfully considered how God is
calling you to respond.
Here at St. Mark’s, we want to be faithful stewards of all that God has given us. We
don’t just want money or time, we want to empower you to use all of your resources to
show your love for Christ, because He loved you with everything He had first.
I hope you have been as impacted as I have. If you have a story to share, a revelation
that could encourage others, we want to hear from you. Will you be brave enough to
share? How has this series affected you and your family? Please send your experience
to P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610 or email: churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org.
Sincerely,

Senior Pastor
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Honoring Our First Responders: Police, EMT, and Firemen
October 18 & 19 at 12:30 pm

Run with
“Team Rita”
in the P.J.
Stanley 5K Run

Please take a moment to sign the card in the
Eastern Alcove. The card will be presented to
Our First Responders on October 18 & 19.

The P.J. Stanley
Memorial 5K and Fun Run will be
held on Saturday, October 15, at
8:30 am at the Claremont Park.
The registration of $25 entry fee (all
money goes to the scholarship
fund) can be submitted online at
cityofclaremont.org or in person at
City Hall.
The P.J. Stanley Memorial
Scholarship fund provides tuition
assistance to graduating high school
and community college students
pursuing careers in the fields of Law
Enforcement, EMS, Rescue, and
Firefighting at either Catawba
Valley Community College or
Mitchell Community College.
For added interest to St. Mark’s
members, we will also be
supporting one of our own—Rita
Busbee—as she continues her fight
with lung cancer. Each team
member will wear a special “Team
Rita” shirt during the event.
Contact Sandy Sherrill to see if Tshirts are still available for
Saturday’s run (828-302-7240 or
sandybs310@yahoo.com).

The Witness & Social Ministry team plans to serve lunch in the Family
Life Center over a two day period to local fire, police, and emergency
workers in honor of God’s Work Our Hands.
Members of the Quilting group and Younger Than Springtime will also
attend the lunch on October 18. The menu is pinto beans, coleslaw,
potato soup, and corn bread. Volunteers to help clean up after the meal
will be greatly appreciated!

Youth trip to Scarowinds on October 30
Youth of the church are invited to go to
Scarowinds on Sunday, October 30. Kerri and
Kelly Nash will chaperone. Please contact
them with questions (828-312-2074 or 828312-2076). The cost of tickets are $34.99 if
purchased online.

Trunk or Treat, October 31 at 6 pm
Each year we celebrate All Hallows Eve at St.
Mark’s by holding our annual Trunk or Treat
in the back parking lot beginning at 6 pm.
Please consider decorating your trunk this
year and/or donating individually-wrapped
bags of candy to be given out by the
“treaters” after depleting their own supplies. The Jack-O-Lantern pumpkin
receptacles have been placed at each entrance. Thank you for your
support of St. Mark’s annual Trunk or Treat!

“One”derful Wednesdays begin at 5:15 pm
“One”derful Wednesdays begins with a meal in the Family Life Center, served from 5:15—5:55 pm. The suggested
donation is $5 for adults and youth (12 & up) and $3 for children.
October Menus:
10/12 Taco salad, dessert
10/19 Grilled chicken, roasted red potatoes, green beans, rolls, dessert
10/26 Chili, salad, and cornbread, dessert
Following dinner, from 6-7 pm, there is recreation, music, and Bible lessons for youth and
children. Adults meet in the lounge for “Graced Pathways For Spiritual Growth III.” This study
examines and explores the graced pathways or disciplines that will help us grow in our Christian life.
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Women of the ELCA


Women’s Bible Study is October 18 at 11 am in
the lounge. Tina Simmons will lead.

For more information about Women of the ELCA:


NC Women of the ELCA: www.ncwelca.org



Women of the ELCA: www.womenoftheelca.org

Sanctuary Open for Prayers on Election Day
November 8, 6:30 am - 7 pm
First of all, then, I urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, for kings and all who are in
high positions, so that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable
in the sight of God our Savior.
1 Timothy 2:1-3
Volunteers are needed as hosts in the sanctuary on
November 8. Please contact the church office if you
are available for a one or two hour shift.

Photos for Veterans Presentation
Plans are being made for a slide
presentation honoring our
veterans during worship on
Sunday, November 13. Please
submit photos, new and old, to
the church office of our veterans,
both living and deceased,
especially in uniform. Be sure to
include a note with photos explaining who, where, and
when. Feel free to include stories as well.
If you wish to submit a photo but don’t want leave it,
the office staff can scan photos while you wait.

Milk Pail Offering Designated for
Local Families During Holidays
Beginning in October and
continuing through
December 11, the Milk Pail
Offerings will be designated
to support local families in
need and to provide gifts.

Catawba County Backpack Mission
St. Mark’s team will fill backpacks
with food on November 3 and
November 17. The team will gather
at 11:45 am at Claremont Elementary.
It takes 45 minutes to pack 82 bags.
To volunteer, contact Rocky Miller (828-459-1219,
lanemiller@charter.net, or text 838-308-4800).

Mark your Calendars
“Team Rita” at P.J. Stanley Run (10/15)
“One”derful Wednesdays (through 11/16)
Generosity Sunday (10/16)
Women’s Bible Study (10/18)

2016 Altar Flowers Dates
Please reserve your dates for this
year’s altar flowers. To reserve a
Sunday, contact Maebelle Sigmon
at (828) 459-7387. To provide the
dedication for the bulletin,
contact the office (828-459 2161
or churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org). The cost of
flowers is $54.
Upcoming Dates
10/16—Edie Connor
10/23—Harriet Dotson
10/30—Open
11/06—Open
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Younger than Springtime (10/18)
Honoring our First Responders (10/18 & 10/19)
Youth at Scarowinds (10/30)
Trunk or Treat (10/31)
Backpacks at Claremont Elementary (11/3 & 11/17)
Daylight Saving Time Ends (11/6)
All Saints Sunday (11/6)
Sanctuary Open for Prayers on Election Day (11/8)
Congregational Meeting - One Service (11/13)
Honoring our Veterans during Worship (11/13)

Stewards of God’s Love:
“Moving In: What God has Entrusted to Our Care”
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To
one is given through the Spirit, the utterance of wisdom, and to another
the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another
the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit
chooses.
1 Corinthians 12: 5-11

DOWN

OUT

OUT

IN

DOWN, IN, AND OUT:

God has given each of us unique gifts and talents. One of the primary
places that God has called us to use these gifts and talents is through
our vocations. Our vocations may take the form of a job, but they also
include our callings as mothers, fathers, sisters, friends, citizens and so
much more. These vocations or callings are the places from which we
love God and our neighbors. How is God calling us, as individuals and as
a congregation, to steward our gifts and talents through our vocations?
Personal focus: So often when we talk about talents in the church, we
only talk about how these gifts could be used to serve the church.
While this is important, the church is not the only place in which we
can live out our vocations, we are called to serve God in daily life. Take
time to explore the ways that people in our congregation are serving
God in their many vocations.

LOVING GOD
AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR
When we practice stewardship
in this way we are
making the sign of the cross.
God makes the first vertical line
DOWN; we follow by moving IN to
the center and then OUT
to our neighbors on either side,
both near and far.
We form a cross with our lives and
through our faith, we are marked
with the cross of Christ forever.
Excerpted from ELCA resource

“Stewards of God’s Love, A Year-round
Guide to Stewardship in your
Congregation.”
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St. Mark’s Praise Team singing at the Contemporary Worship Service

Sponsored by the St. Mark’s Support Team: Over the course of the year, you will hear
from one of the Ministry Teams in the second edition of each month in the
newsletter, and then briefly as we gather for worship on the fourth Sunday of the
month. Featured ministry on October 26: Finance Team

St. Mark’s at Claremont Daze
Thanks to all of our volunteers who represented St. Mark’s Lutheran Church at Claremont Daze! Special thanks to
Cathy Sigmon, Kerri Nash, Terry Hefner, Nicky Setzer, Teresa Rozzelle, Jo Marilyn Hewitt, Jackie Devlin, Jordan
Moretz , and our youth for organizing and participating at Claremont Daze. Thanks to Camille Patrick for the photos.

Lutheran Disaster Response to Hurricane Matthew
Hurricane Matthew, one of the most powerful Atlantic hurricanes in years, has
caused heavy rain, dangerous winds and landslides. Your support through Lutheran
Disaster Response will bring God’s hope and healing to those affected by this hurricane. Where the hurricane has
already hit the hardest in Haiti, Lutheran Disaster Response’s trusted partner is providing pre-positioned relief
material. Our response is spanning across several countries, especially Haiti and Cuba. In the U.S., Lutheran Disaster
Response coordinators are collaborating with local community leaders, civic organizations, ecumenical partners and
officials to begin planning the proper responses. Together, we will work with congregations, synods, trusted
partners and companion churches in the area that know the communities well and will walk with people on the road
to recovery. Gifts designated for “Hurricane Matthew” will be used in full (100%) to assist those affected by this
hurricane until the response is complete. Because of your generous offerings of prayer and financial support, the
ELCA walks alongside disaster
survivors. Thank you!
If you would like to make a
donation to Relief Efforts, write
“Hurricane Matthew” on your
check’s memo line and make
payable to St. Mark’s Lutheran or
send directly to:
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
ELCA Gift Processing Center
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
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Preliminary List for All Saints Day Bulletin Insert on November 6
Below is a provisional list for All Saints Sunday. If you know of any additions, deletions,
or corrections please contact the church office (churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org or
828-459-2161). On Sunday, November 6, we will celebrate and commemorate All Saints
Day. We will remember our members and loved ones who have joined the Church
Triumphant in the last 2 years. We will list those to be remembered in a special insert in
the church bulletin that day. During the service they will be remembered by the reading of
their names accompanied with the ringing of a bell. While we will be unable to specifically
name those beyond the two year limit, you will be able to come forward to light a
candle in memory of loved ones, and go to the altar to pray.

Congregation Members
Alec C. Sigmon
(+10/3/14)
Wesley Herman
(+12/29/14)
Edith “Bob” Sigmon
(+1/10/15)
Mary Nell Sigmon
(+1/21/15
Charles “Leonard” Arndt (+1/26/15)
Jimmy M. Sigmon
(+2/5/15)
James “Son” Pope
(+3/6/15)

Rosa Shook
Mary Jane Stiver
Richard Brown
Buddy Sigmon
Geraldine (Gerry) Stewart
Macie Brown
William “Bill” Devlin

(+ 7/1/15)
(+7/23/15)
(+8/27/15)
(+9/25/15)
(+1/4/16)
(+1/8/16)
(+1/11/16)

Pauline “Polly” Cloninger
Duane Carpenter
Rupert Little
Alma Winters
Wayne Pharr
Iris Hoke
Ross Benfield

(+2/9/16)
(+2/25/16)
(+4/8/16)
(+6/4/16)
(+6/6/16)
(+7/5/16)
(+7/13/16)

Jane Monroe
Austin Travis
Jeremy Brown
Judy Whisnant
Donald Leatherman
Glinda Haas
Mildred Sigmon Lafone
Jeanna Lucas
John Stewart
Stuart Terry
Pansy Lee Sigmon
Travis Lee Belton
Larry Hovis
Diane Lackey
Joshua Rennick
Pamela Carpenter Ervin
Steven Wade McDonald
Kenneth Byers
Helen Cloninger
Janet Matheny
Milton H. Cline
Rena Marlow

(+4/13/16)
(+4/22/16)
(+4/25/16)
(+5/3/16)
(+5/12/16)
(+5/29/16)
(+6/2/16)
(+6/3/16)
(+6/7/16)
(+6/7/16)
(+6/8/16)
(+6/10/16)
(+6/19/16)
(+7/4/16)
(+7/30/16)
(+7/31/16)
(+7/31/16)
(+8/8/16)
(+8/8/16)
(+9/6/16)
(+9/9/16)
(+9/9/16)

Non-Congregation Members
Joe Nash
Warren Teague
Dorothy Little
Kathryn Pope
Pearl Brown
Grady Kerley
Charlotte Brookover
Rev. Jim Stephenson
Sandra Miller
Dent Miller
Luke Sigmon
Avery Johnston
Billy Ray Bolick
Dennis Hedrick
George Penley
Roy Penley
Wilma Metcalf
Randy Taylor
Harold Brown
Helen Mauser
Karen Travis Powell
Denelda Reese
Max Fulbright
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(+10/4/14)
(+10/10/14)
(+10/29/14)
(+12/12/14)
(+12/28/14)
(+1/5/15)
(+1/14/15)
(+1/31/15)
(+3/11/15)
(+3/23/15)
(+3/31/15)
(+5/3/15)
(+6/2/15)
(+6/17/15)
(+7/1/15)
(+7/12/15)
(+7/23/15)
(+7/26/15)
(+8/2/15)
(+8/4/15)
(+8/9/15)
(+8/10/15)
(+9/1/15)

Robert C. Deal
Bud Watts
David Sigmon
Kathryn Pope
Rhonda Eckard
Patrick Hall
Betty Bowman
Betty Eileen Byers
Mark Connor
Eleanor Pharr
Randy Hollar
Hoyle Hoover
James Killian
Harold Sigmon
Elene Bollinger
Barbara Warren
Mary Alice Merritt
Mark Wilson
Madolin Hudson
Betty Thornsbury
Rebecca Mashburn Dunn
Ben Terry Miller, Jr.
Alma Benfield Bost

(+9/4/15)
(+9/21/15)
(+9/22/15)
(+9/30/15)
(+10/3/15)
(+10/8/15)
(+10/25/15)
(+1/8/16)
(+1/28/16)
(+1/29/16)
(+2/20/16)
(+2/24/16)
(+2/27/16)
(+2/28/16)
(+2/29/16)
(+3/4/16)
(+3/13/16)
(+3/14/16)
(+3/15/16)
(+3/18/16)
(+4/7/16)
(+4/9/16)
(+4/12/16)

Council Meeting Notes from September 19
In attendance: Carol Schaefer, Nicky Setzer, Pastor Haddock, Bill Dotson, Terry Hefner, Aaron Carpenter, Rocky Miller, Scott
Ramsey, Teresa Rozzelle, Michael Korn. Also attending: Dale Sherrill (Personnel Team). Nicky Setzer called meeting to order.
Dale Sherrill gave a summary on research into a possible Youth Director/Associate Pastor option based on input from the
ELCA office. He recommended that there be Temple Talks in October to share the information with the congregation and
that discussions be held during the 4th quarter with the congregation. If the option is approved, it will take well into the 1st
quarter or beyond to make something happen. In the interim, a Director of youth could be sought. Council made a motion
to begin the conversation with the congregation on the Associate Pastor position and to seek an interim Youth director.
Motion passed.
Pastor Gary gave his report as recorded in documents provided prior to the meeting. Of special note: “One”derful
Wednesdays in 2017 will be held for 7 weeks instead of 10 to alleviate the Lent season activities conflicting with the
schedule.
Motion was made to have the Fall ThankOffering designated to building repairs and maintenance. Nicky Setzer indicated he
would get with Gary Mathews and Pete Sink to look into a contractor evaluation of the roof over the sanctuary. It has had
several leaks repaired and the roof may be old enough now that it should be replaced.
NCD - Natural Church Development - to continue the program, a new NCD team is needed for 2017. Emphasis will be on
loving relationships. Volunteers to work on this team are requested.
Claremont Daze - volunteers needed for booth, October 1, 2016
Financial Report - August was a good month with approximately $30K donated. Expenses are still over income but the cash
position of the church accounts is strong.
Motion was made to purchase a grand piano humidifier at a cost of $700, which includes installation, through the use of
memorial funds. Motion carried.
Motion to allow the preschool to buy keypad locks for the school rooms was made. An extra lock key for the keypads is to
be provided to the office for emergencies. Motion carried.
The issue was raised that the playground needs cleanup - tree branches and such.
New business: Nominations for council are coming due. Council members who are leaving are requested to enroll their
replacements to be added for congregation approval/vote.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Financial Update
Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s Preschool

In Memory Of:
Iris Hoke by David & Joanna Eckard
Wayne Pharr by David & Joanna Eckard

None Received
In Honor Of:
None Received

In Honor Of:
None Received
Worship Attendance:
10/2 - 147
10/9 - 162
Ministry Financial Update as of August 31, 2016
Reported as of
August 31
Year to Date
General Fund Receipts
$30,353.86
$229,071.98
Expenses (includes payable)
$30,834.10
$243,824.36
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St. Mark’s Newsletter—The Reminder
Church Staff

Pastor Haddock—Senior Pastor gsh.elca@gmail.com (828-781-3060)
Pastor Christ—Associate for Pastoral Care paulernestchrist@yahoo.com (828-409-4681)
Lisa Underwood— Church Secretary churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org (828-459-2161)
Karen Hunt—Financial Secretary finsec@stmarksclaremont.org (828-459-2161)
Randyl Abernathy—Preschool Director stmarkspreschool@charter. net (828-459-2873)
Jordan Moretz—Praise Team Leader jordanbmoretz@yahoo.com (828-238-4695)
Myra Long—Chancel Choir Director/Organist longmyra@ymail.com (704-213-7623)
Newsletter Mailings/Congregation Council Meeting
The next mailing of the St. Mark’s Reminder will be on October 26. Please have information that needs
to be in the newsletter to the church secretary by Thursday, October 20.
The Congregation Council Meeting will be on Monday, October 17, at 6pm in the Lounge.
Leaders, please have your team reports to the church office by Thursday, October 13.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am - 4:00pm
Friday 8:30am - 12:30pm
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