
  

 

Worship 
Schedule 

 

+ + + 
 

October 15 
Pentecost 19 

Commitment Sunday 
Congregation Brunch 

between services 
 

October 22 
Pentecost 20 

 
October 29 

Reformation &  
Confirmation Sunday 

One Service 
10:00 am 

 
November 5 

All Saints Sunday 
 

November 12 
Pentecost 23 
One Service 

10:00 am 
Congregation Meeting 
Congregation Brunch 

 
+ + + 

 

Sunday Mornings  
 

8:15 am Contemporary 
9:20 am Sunday Brew 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Traditional 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 

The Reminder 
 

October 11, 2017 

 

Commitment Sunday is October 15 
Congregation Breakfast Between Services 

 

On Commitment Sunday, October 
15, there will be a congregational 
breakfast between services in the 
Family Life Center. This week’s 
theme is “Blessed with 
Abundance; We Celebrate and 
Commit to Share Bountifully.” 

Honoring Our Veterans Presentation is Sunday, November 12 
 

If you did not have a chance to do so last year, please 
submit photos, new or old, to the church office of our 
veterans, both living and deceased, especially in 
uniform. Be sure to include a note with the photos 
explaining who, where, and when. If you wish to 
submit a photo but don’t want leave it, the office staff 
can scan photos while you wait.  
 

Photos submitted last year will be included in this year’s presentation. If you have 
changes, please contact Lisa Underwood (lisa@smarklc.org or 828-459-2161) to 
update the information on your slide. 

 

And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance,   
so that by always having enough of everything, you may share bountifully  

in every good work.  (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

St. Mark’s Trunk or Treat is Tuesday, October 31 
 

Each year we celebrate All Hallows Eve at St. 
Mark’s by holding our annual Trunk or Treat in the 
back parking lot beginning at 6 pm. Please 
consider decorating your trunk this year and/or 
donating individually-wrapped bags of candy to be 
given out by the “treaters” after depleting their 
own supplies. Jack-O-Lantern pumpkin receptacles 
are available at each entrance.  



2 

 
“One”derful Wednesdays 

 

"One"derful Wednesdays stands for being One in Christ. We 
come together for fellowship, food, 
learning, and singing. We begin with a 
meal in the Family Life Center, from 
5:15—5:55pm. The suggested donation 
(to cover expenses) is $5 each for 12 & 
up; $3 each under 12. Following dinner, 
from 6—7pm, there will be recreation, 
music, and Bible lessons for youth and 
children. 
 

The Adult Study is “Graced Pathways For Spiritual Growth 
IV.” Led by Pastor Gary Haddock, the study meets in the 
lounge. The Adult Study is an examination of six established 
historical traditions of the church. The primary focuses of 
the study are on the life of Jesus as he lived the unique 
expression of each tradition, the study of Scripture that 
speaks to those traditions, and the beliefs, values, and 
practices that are central to each. In addition, each tradition 
will be viewed through the lives of a biblical character and a 
contemporary representative. 

Reserve A Sunday for Altar Flowers 

Altar flowers are a way to 
worship God, for they are 
always, first and foremost, 
given to God’s glory. To 
provide the dedication for 
the bulletin and reserve a 
Sunday, contact the church office 
(lisa@smarklc.org or 828-459-2161). The cost of 
flowers per Sunday is $54 for two 
arrangements. Just put a check in an envelope 
and designate “altar flowers” and place in the 
offering plate. The flowers are automatically 
delivered to the church before Sunday. Both 
arrangements are yours to take home after the 
worship services. 

AVAILABLE DATES 

Nov 5 Nov 12 
Nov 19 Nov 26 
Dec 3 Dec 10 
Dec 17 

Menus 
 October 18:  Chili, cornbread, salad 
 October 25:  Monterey chicken, Mexican style rice, 

 salad, roll 
 November 1:  Stuffed spuds (baked potato with 

 toppings), salad 
 November 8:  Soups, sandwich, salad 
 November 15:  Turkey breast with stuffing, gravy & 

 cranberry sauce, sweet potato 
 casserole or vegetable, salad, roll 

 

We welcome new member, 
Doug Carrigan, husband of Lisa 
Carrigan. He and Lisa have twin 
8-year old grandsons. He loves 
to sing and enjoys camping. 

 
~ ~ ~ 

We also welcome 
Lisa Thomas, David 
Tucker, Davis (age 12) 
and Holden (age 9) 
Tucker.  David and 
Lisa will be married 
on December 2 at St. 
Mark’s. The couple 
loves to travel and watch Panthers football 
games. David enjoys playing golf.  

 

 
 
 

Playground Updates 

Special thanks to Stan Sigmon, Jim Sigmon, 
Terry Hefner, and Glenn Morrison for putting 
out new sand on the Preschool playground. 
New swing seats have also been installed. 
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Confirmation Retreat, “Faith Alive”  
November 10—12 

Four confirmands: Joseph Carpenter, Ethan Campbell, Quentin 
Caudill, and Braeden Fox are scheduled to attend this fall’s 
Faith Alive retreat.  Scott Campbell, father of Ethan, will 
chaperone. The theme is “New Testament Overview.” Youth 
will discover how the New Testament came to be, experience 
the central stories of Jesus and the early church and explore 
how Lutherans understand the New Testament as the WORD 
of God.  

Confirmation Day on October 29 
 

Sunday, October 29, Reformation Day, will also be 
Confirmation Day for Julia Sigmon, Korbin Nash, Lindsey Elrod, 
and Kody Nash. With the help of God, the love and support of 
their families, friends, and their St. Mark’s church family,  
Kody, Korbin, Julia, and Lindsey will publicly profess and affirm 
their baptisms.  
 

We are thankful for their faithful mentors – their parents, 
grandparents, Pastor Gary Haddock, Susan Tucker, Katie 
Hamann, Aaron Carpenter, Elizabeth Franklin, Melanie Sigmon, 
and Maria Wright who have made up our team of catechism 
teachers and all mentors who have helped to form and shape 
their faith throughout their young lives!  
 

We rejoice with Kody, Korbin, Lindsey, and Julia  in their life of 
baptism and in their public professions of faith! 

Please Remember in Prayer 
the families of  

 

 Betty Null (October 2), mother of Gina Null 

 Cheri Mashburn (September 29), wife of 
Mark Mashburn 

 Joseph “Roy” Self (September 26), brother 
of Mavis Bumgarner 

 Beverly “Junior” Henry Proctor  
 (September 26), friend of congregation 

 Jerry Lee Eckard (September 30),  
 friend of congregation 

 

Congregation Care 

Pastoral and Stephen Minister 
Visitation 

 

If you know of someone in our congregation 
who needs a visit, call the church office (828-
459-2161). You may also contact Pastor Gary 
(828-781-3060) or Pastor Paul (828-409-
4681). 
 

Stephen Ministers are 
congregation members 
trained by Stephen 
Leaders to offer one-to-
one Christian care to 
people going through 
tough times. To speak 
with a Stephen 
Minister, contact Rocky Miller (828-459-
1219) or Chris Cloninger (828-464-1057). 
 

Over the last few months, Linda Hewitt has 
been participating in the Stephen Ministry 
training and will soon complete the class. 
 

Bear one another’s burdens,  
and in this way you  

will fulfill the law of Christ.  
(Galatians 6:2).  

 

Youth News 

Front: Katie Hamann, Lindsey Elrod, Julia Sigmon,  
Back: Korbin Nash, Pastor Gary, Kody Nash 
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Honoring the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation  

 

Local & Global Outreach 

As a church, we are standing by our neighbors and we are ready 
to assist in additional locations as disaster strikes. To give to the 
hurricane response where funds are needed most, please make 
checks payable to St. Mark’s with “Hurricane Response” on the 
memo line of your donation. If you wish to specify Hurricane 
Irma or Harvey, please put this information on the envelope or 
memo line. Your gifts will be used entirely (100%) for direct 
response efforts. 

NC & SC Synod Reformation Worship Service 
 

Just over 800 voices were raised in worship and song during the 
500th Anniversary Observance of the Reformation on Saturday, 
September 23, at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Charlotte. 
Lutherans from both the NC and SC Synods of the ELCA were 
joined by their bishops: the Rev. Timothy M. Smith, of the NC 
Synod, ELCA, and the Rev. Herman R. Yoos, of the SC Synod, 
ELCA. The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA 
preached on the scripture text from the gospel of John, chapter 
17, Jesus’ high priestly prayer. “We must be one—single-
minded, single-hearted—that the world might believe,” she 
proclaimed, urging Lutherans to find their commonalities with 
other Christians, not to be focused on differences, for the sake 
of the Gospel. 

Donations for ECCCM on October 15 

On the third Sunday of the month, members 
are asked to bring a non-perishable food 
donation for ECCCM. There is a receptacle at 
the Parish Hall entrance to the sanctuary. 

Last Call for Tickets! 
“In God’s Own Country” 

Friday, October 13 at 7pm 
St. Mark’s members and 
friends will attend the 
play at the Meroney 
Theater in Salisbury on 
Friday, October 13. 
Please contact Nick 
Setzer immediately if 
you wish to attend. The cost is $22. To ride 
on the chartered bus is an additional $5. 

Reformation Sunday at St. Mark’s  
One Worship Service 
October 29 at 10am 

Reception to follow 
Everyone will receive 
a “Three Solas” coin. 

 

Sola Gratia: Grace Alone 
Sola Fide: Faith Alone 

Sola Scriptura: Scripture Alone 
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St. Mark’s Faith Challenge 

 

On the Prospect of Calling a Second Pastor 
 

Long range planning is essential for any business entity……and even churches in order to survive and grow. 
This need is clear given the ever changing world we live in, and as we seek to continue to be a vibrant and 
faithful congregation for current generations and for generations to come. Looking at where we currently are, 
it is clear that in addition to our current ministries there are several priorities we need to address. We need to 
be intentional with connecting with and ministering to young families. We need to develop our children and 
our youth program, and we need to reach out and connect with the 20-35 year old age group. 
 
As we consider current pastoral and program staff along with our future ministry and mission, we need to 
plan for leadership and guidance. Given Pastor Haddock’s point in this stage of his life and ministry, he will 
most likely retire in about five years. Also, given our current Visitation Pastor’s age, the prospect of his full 
retirement, and schedule of two days a week; and given that we have an Interim Family and Youth Director 
who works less than fifteen hours a week, whose future is not certain due to other career and family 
responsibilities, it is clear that sometime in the near future, change is on the horizon for both of them.  
 
Given the above, the Congregation Council, on recommendation of the Personnel Team, unanimously passed 
the motion to explore the feasibility of calling a second full time pastor to serve at St. Mark’s that would, in 
addition to a broad range of other responsibilities, combine the work of our Visitation Pastor and Interim 
Family and Youth Director. To initially explore the possibility, Nicky Setzer, Pastor Haddock, and I met with 
Sandra Cline – Call Coordinator for the NC Synod to explore what that process might look like and what it 
would mean financially. The call of an Associate Pastor would require our current ministry budget to be 
approximately $20,000 larger than what we have now for Pastor Christ and our Youth Director combined. 
 
The Faith Challenge Task Group made up of Edie Connor, Terry Hefner, Linda Hewitt, Glenn Morrison, Kelly 
Nash, Teresa Rozzelle, Nicky Setzer, and Dale Sherrill has been actively contacting members and families 
within the congregation to “test the waters” for pledges over a four year period to cover this increased 
expense for a period of four years.  This is the first step of “St. Mark’s Faith Challenge” where all members will 
be given the opportunity to pledge and or give if we as a congregation decide to call a second pastor. At this 
time, given the segment of the congregation already contacted, we are close to having this additional expense 
pledged and committed.  
 
An update will be given to the congregation on the Faith Challenge during our Annual Congregational meeting 
following our worship service on November 12. At that time, the congregation will also be given an 
opportunity to have any questions answered that you may have. The congregation will also have the 
opportunity to make a decision as to whether or not to call a second pastor.  
 
Please pray about the possibility of calling a second pastor and for the spiritual growth of St. Mark’s. Our faith 
will lead us forward as a congregation and the future looks bright in the ministry of St. Mark’s. 
 
God’s Peace, 
 
Dale Sherrill 
Personnel Team & Faith Challenge Task Force 
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Financial Update 

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s  
 

In Memory Of 
 

Jeannie Sigmon by family 
Betty Null by Tony & Susan Williams 
Betty Null by Phillip Medlin 

 

Worship  Attendance: 
 

9/24 - 156      10/1 - 148      10/8 - 137 
 

Ministry Financial Update as of  August 31, 2017 
 

 Reported as of  August 31      August            Year to Date 
 General Fund Receipts  $22,489.97          $221,093.38 
 Expenses (includes payables) $28,777.97          $226,493.10 

All bills are paid.   
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the ELCA Hurricane Relief Fund.   
At this time we are able to send $1732 to help those in need because of the current storms. 

Attention Veterans and Friends! 
 

The new American flag and pole outside the 
Parish Hall will be dedicated on Veterans 
Sunday, November 12. The total cost for 
materials and installation was $2,245.62. So 
far, donations have been received in the 
amount of $1,679. If you would like to 
contribute to this project, please make checks 
payable to St. Mark’s and include a note on the 
memo line. For cash contributions, be sure to 
include a note or envelope. 

Alec Calvin Sigmon Memorial Camp Scholarship 
 

In October 2014, we tragically lost Alec Sigmon 
in a car accident. We still miss him, and invite 
you to continue to pray for the family. Alec 
loved camp – particularly Lutherock. The family 
has designated that memorial funds given in his 

memory, be specifically given as camping scholarships. The 
total amount per camper to be given once per year is 
$150. Please contact the church office or see the 2017 
Yearbook for more details about the Alec Calvin Sigmon 
Memorial Camp Scholarship.  

St. Mark’s Awarded $5000 Grant to Help Fund Backpack Program at Claremont Elementary 
 

At their September meeting, the NC Synod Council approved St. Mark’s request for grant 
money to be used for the purpose of supporting the Backpack Program at Claremont 
Elementary. The Backpack Program works to provide children with a backpack filled with food 
every Friday throughout the school year. The program seeks to assist children who participate 
in the Federal Free and Reduced Meal Program for families who temporarily find themselves 
choosing between food and other living expenses.  
 

St. Mark’s team will gather at Claremont Elementary at 11:45am to fill backpacks with food 
on two Thursdays in November. It takes 45 minutes to pack 82 bags. To volunteer, contact 
Rocky Miller (828-459-1219, lanemiller@charter.net, or text 838-308-4800). 
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Calendar Highlights 
Please check monthly/weekly calendars and announcements for times. 

Mark Your Calendars for Seniors Lunch 
Friday, November 17 

Save the date for our annual Seniors Lunch on 
Friday, November 17 at noon. A Thanksgiving 
feast will be served in the Family Life Center. 
Bob Hollar and “Sentimental Journey” will 
provide the entertainment. 

“One”derful Wednesdays (Through November 15) 
“In God’s Own Country” play in Salisbury (October 13) 
Commitment Sunday with Congregation Meal (October 15) 
Reformation & Confirmation Sunday (October 29) 
Trunk or Treat (October 31) 
All Saints Sunday (November 5) 
Daylight Saving Time Ends (November 5) 
Congregation Meeting, One Service & Breakfast (November 12) 
Veterans Day Presentation & Flag Dedication (November 12) 
Faith Alive Confirmation Retreat (November 10—12) 
Seniors Lunch (November 17) 
Women of the ELCA Worship & ThankOffering (November 19) 
Community Thanksgiving Worship, Mt. Calvary (November 19) 
Christmas Caroling (December 3) 
Red Cross Blood Drive (December 4) 
Claremont Sr. Dinner (December 9) 
Christmas Party (December 10) 
Christmas Eve, Services at 10:30am & 10:30pm (December 24) 

Claremont Friends of Library Present: 
Radney Foster: “Dinner, Stories, Music” 

Thursday, October 26, 6:30pm 
Family Life Center 

Tickets are $15, available 
through Claremont Friends of 
the Library and at the 
Claremont Branch Library. Call 
828-466-6817. 

 

Women of the ELCA Bible Study  
Tuesday, October 17 

11 am, Lounge, “Apostles’ Creed” 
 

Women of the ELCA Thankoffering 
Sunday is November 19 

The Women of the ELCA will host their 
Thankoffering service at both services. Women 
will be participating in the service and Ginger 
Carpenter will deliver our message. The church 
will be beautifully adorned with mums and 
various fall items. There will also be a bake sale 
between services.  

 

St. Mark’s Quilt Mission 
Tuesdays, 10-12pm 

3244 W. Main Street, Claremont 
Every Tuesday except when the  

Women of the ELCA Bible study meets. 
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Church Staff 
 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor 
 gsh.elca@gmail.org  (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care 
 paulernestchrist@yahoo.com  (828-409-4681) 
Myra Long: Choir Director, Int. Praise Team Leader 
 longmyra@ymail.com  (704-213-7623) 
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
 stmarkspreschool@charter.net  (828-459-2873) 
Katie Hamann: Interim Youth Leader 
 katie@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary  
 lisa@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary  
 karen@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mike Baker: Church Sexton (828-459-2161) 
 mikebaker411@bellsouth.net 

Congregation Council Meeting 
Council will meet at 6pm on October 16 

 

Newsletter Mailing 
The next mailing will be on October 11 

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Thu, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Fri, 8:30am - 12:30pm 

Vol. 7, No. 19 
10-11-17 

Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org Stmarksclaremc 

Congregation Council 
 

 2017  2018 2019 
Teresa Rozzelle Terry Hefner Gigi Sigmon 
Michael Korn Scott Ramsey Edie Connor 
Cathy Sigmon Carol Schaefer Angela Brown 
Kerri Nash Nicky Setzer Tanya Stephenson 


