St. Mark’s Newsletter
The Reminder
January 11, 2017

Worship Schedule
8:15 am Contemporary
9:20 am Sunday Brew
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Traditional
+++
January 15
2 Epiphany
January 22
3 Epiphany
January 29
4 Epiphany
February 5
5 Epiphany
February 12
6 Epiphany
+++
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“One”derful Wednesdays
(January 11—February 22)
“One”derful Wednesdays will begin with a
meal in the Family Life Center served from
5:15—5:55 pm. The suggested donation is
$5 adults and youth (12 & up) and $3 for
children.
Following dinner, from 6-7 pm, there will
be recreation, music and Bible lessons for
youth and children. Adults will meet in the
lounge for “Graced Pathways For Spiritual
Growth.” This study, led by Pastor Gary,
explores the graced pathways to help us
grow in our Christian life.

January Menus:
1/11. Chicken pot pie, mashed potatoes,
salad and dessert
1/18. Spaghetti and meat sauce, salad,
Italian bread and dessert
1/25. Monterey chicken, rice, salad, roll
and dessert

St. Mark’s after 2017 snowstorm. Photo by Camille Patrick.

Meet Our New Part Time
Interim Youth Minister
Sunday, January 15
Our new Interim Youth Minister is
Katie Abernathy
Hamann. Katie will
join us in ministry on
Wednesday evenings
and Sunday
mornings.
There will be a reception for her
between worship services on Sunday,
January 15. Katie will also be
available following the 10:30 worship
service for a Meet and Greet. Please
take a moment to stop by the eastern
alcove and welcome her.
Katie is a graduate of Lenoir Rhyne
with a BA in Theatre Arts and a
Certificate in Christian Education. She
served as a counselor at Lutheridge
for three summers, worked as Youth
Minister at Philadelphia Lutheran
Church in Granite Falls for 6 years,
and is currently a school teacher at
Jacobs Fork Middle School where she
began in 2006. She grew up in
Salisbury, NC, is a resident of
Conover, is married to Joe and they
have a son Charlie who is 4 years old.
Installation of the Congregation
Council and Installation of Altar Guild
will take place on Sunday, January 15
at both services. The installation was
postponed from January 8 due to the
snow storm!

Confirmation Retreat in February
Confirmation students will attend a
retreat at Lutheridge, February 3—5.
The title is “Faith Alive: Holy Baptism.”
This retreat teaches the importance of
sacrament in Lutheran worship. Youth
will experience baptism as the
sacrament of belonging. We are God’s forever!

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering
Unveils Theme and Logo
Every three years, 30,000 high
school youth and their adult leaders
from across the ELCA gather for a
week of faith formation known as
the Youth Gathering.
Through days spent in interactive
learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young
people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live
their faith in their daily lives.
The next Youth Gathering will take place in Houston, Texas
June 27 – July 1, 2018. Get ready!

Music
Wednesday Night Choir Practice
begins on January 25
Handbells will start back practice on Wednesday, January 25
at 6pm in the choir room. If you would like to play handbells,
we are in need of one more player. Please see Myra Long if
you are interested.
Chancel Choir will start practice on Wednesday, January 25 at
7pm. If you like singing and fellowship, please come and join
us. We will be working on music for Lent and Easter.

Praise Team
Cockman Family in Concert at St. Mark’s
on Sunday, February 26 at 4pm
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If you are interested in singing or playing with the Praise Team
for the early worship service, please contact Myra Long (704213-7623 or longmyra@ymail.com).

Women of the ELCA at St. Mark’s
Food Serving Groups Leaders’ Meeting is January 16, 6pm in the Family Life Center
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss each group’s makeup; to talk about how to make the process better; and to
find a new leader or two for 2017. Please contact Ginger Carpenter (828-455-9007) or the church office
(lisa@smarklc.org or 828-459-2161) with questions.

Women’s Bible Study is January 17 at 11 am
Followed by Younger than Springtime Lunch
“As Lutheran Sisters in Christ of all ages, we strive
to be bold women of faith.” For more information:
NC Women of the ELCA: www.ncwelca.org
Women of the ELCA: www.womenoftheelca.org

The study meets in the lounge. January’s study is from
Gather magazine and is called “No Other Gospel” based on
Galatians 1:1-2:21. All are invited for lunch following the
meeting with the Younger than Springtime group. Contact is
Tamarah Hefner (828-459-7053).

Wild Women Weekends at Lutheridge
February 3-5, February 10-12, March 10-12, March 17-19, March 24-26 (Friday evening through-Sunday morning)
Adult women of all ages will gain fresh vision and
strength for the new year.
Bring a group to deepen fellowship with women you
know, or come alone to find kindred spirits among
women from across the southeast. Songs, stories,
crafts, games, bible study, and creative worship - as
well as free time to enjoy the beauty of the mountains
- make for a wonderful weekend retreat. Let God call
you to new adventures; become a Wild Woman at
Lutheridge! Leader: Pastor Mary Canniff-Kuhn,
Lutheridge Program Director & Storyteller.
For more information go to the website:
www.novusway.com/our-programs/adult/lutheridge
What defines a “Wild Woman?”
The answers you’ll receive when asking this question
in today’s society are self-explanatory, but not at
Lutheridge, which has a very different definition of a
“Wild Woman.” Meredith West and her mother,
Barbara Gerhard are Wild Women, and they have been
for seventeen years, ever since Meredith graduated
college. They have been Wild Women through the
birth of Meredith’s two children. They have been Wild
Women through the death of husband and father,
Stephen. And they will be Wild Women again this
February.
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Being Wild Women has given, and continues to give,
them strength, support, purpose, and healing during
crucial moments in their adult lives. The community
they have built in their many years at Lutheridge has
lent them cheers of joy in moments of triumph, and it
has acted as a safe haven for them when their spirits
were in need of rest, always calling them to live out
their faith in Jesus Christ. They know what it means to
be Wild Women, and they want to share it!
That’s the defining feature of a Wild Woman, says
Meredith, “an open heart, a heart willing to learn and
share with other Wild Women.” Being a Wild Woman
stands for more than being something for yourself; it
is being one tiny piece of an entire community of
women in Christ and being there to lend support for
others. Not only does this one-of-a-kind weekend offer
priceless bonding time, but it “acts as a time for one’s
heart to be completely open to what God is calling us
to do in our daily lives,” says Barbara.
For 20 years, Wild Women Weekends, created and led
by Pastor Mary Canniff-Kuhn, have been offered like at
Lutheridge. Do you have a cup that needs filling or a
spirit that needs peace? Become a Wild Woman at
Lutheridge, where being a “wild woman” means
something a little different.

Leadership
Preliminary Council Minutes from Meeting of December 19, 2016
In attendance: Nicky Setzer, Bill Dotson, Melanie Sigmon,
Terry Hefner, Aaron Carpenter, Scott Ramsey, Teresa Rozzelle,
Michael Korn, Keri Nash, Rocky Miller, Pastor Gary Haddock.
Cathy Sigmon and Carol Schaefer were excused. Dale Sherrill
for Personnel was also in attendance.
Call to Order by Nicky Setzer. Minutes approved from
November Meeting.
Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted with review.
Personnel: Custodian and Praise Team Leader, Jordan Moretz
no longer with us. Mike Baker has stepped in as interim
custodian. Myra Long has agreed to fill in as interim Praise
Team Leader.
Actionable Item: Personnel Committee made the motion to
hire Katie Abernathy Hamann as Interim Youth Minister. She
will begin the second week of January 2017. She will work a
total of 8-10 hours per week primarily on Sundays and
Wednesdays.
Property – repairs: Kemp Sigmon sealed and painted lentils and
windows outside parish hall.

Congregation Council
2017
Teresa Rozzelle
Michael Korn
Cathy Sigmon
Kerri Nash

2018
Terry Hefner
Scott Ramsey
Carol Schaefer
Nicky Setzer

2019
Gigi Sigmon
Edie Connor
Angela Brown
Tanya Stephenson

Food Pantry Donations Received on January 15
On the third Sunday of the month, nonperishable food donations are received
for both the St. Mark’s Food Pantry and
ECCM in Newton. Please place food
items in the receptacles at the doors
on January 15.

Congregational Care: Written report submitted – with
request for Council and congregation to use the
Congregation Care List to pray for and to contact those in
need.
Learning Team: No written report.
Worship and Music: Written report. For 2017 the
installation of sound panels to improve acoustics for the
Nave will be a priority.
Finance Report: Written report. All bills are paid.

Support Team: Milk pail for 2016 was $2,485.11.
Families in need was $672.81. Pledges for 2017 are at
$174,332.
Witness Team: No report.
Old Business: Nicky Setzer reported on the process of
updating our Constitution to reflect the model
constitution for ELCA congregations.
Adjournment and Lord’s Prayer

Ministry Team Reports Due January 19
A vital part of the yearbook is the Ministry Team
Reports. Please be sure to email your report to the
office (lisa@smarklc.org) by January 19. If you have
questions or need assistance, please call 828-4592161.

Support Team News
Over the course of 2016, you heard from one of
the Ministry Teams in the second edition of this
newsletter. Here is the lineup for 2017.

January: Global Missions Team
February: Witness Team; March: Property Team

ELCA Offers a Free Online Course January 16-30
Free Online Course Available January 16-30: What Martin Luther Means for Us in 2017
Join thousands of learners around the world and discover what church reformer Martin Luther might do 500 years
after his historic thoughts and writings shook the Christian church. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, will
be offering a free course on what Martin Luther means for us in 2017. The course opens January 16 and will be free
through January 30. Register at: www.churchnext.tv/library/what-would-luther-do-today/44943/about/.
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Stewards of God’s Love:
Out to Our Neighbors through ELCA Global Missions
“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live
your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith.”
Colossians 2:6–7a.
Rooted and built in Jesus! This is the core of our work as the ELCA walks
with more than 80 companion churches in other countries to participate
in God’s reconciling mission through proclamation and service.
Participating in these relationships, ELCA members see how people’s
lives are touched by the gospel, how their lives are transformed and
renewed, and how their communities live in hope. Our living, daring
confidence in God’s grace propels us, along with our companions, to say
“yes” to a world searching for renewal and wholeness.
As part of a global Lutheran community, we gratefully receive the
witness of global brothers and sisters whose faith, hospitality, resilience
and zeal energize us and our own congregations. In response, we share
our gifts and talents to address the root causes of poverty and hunger
and meeting human needs, fight malaria and HIV and AIDS, build
communities that coexist in peace, and prepare women and men to
preach the good news of Jesus Christ throughout the world.
DOWN, IN, AND OUT:

LOVING GOD
AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR
When we practice stewardship
in this way we are
making the sign of the cross.
God makes the first vertical line
DOWN; we follow by moving IN to
the center and then OUT

to our neighbors on either side,
both near and far.
We form a cross with our lives and
through our faith, we are marked
with the cross of Christ forever.

Walking and working together, we seek to accompany our companions.
Accompaniment is defined as walking together in a solidarity that
practices interdependence and mutuality. The ELCA lives out
accompaniment in relationships with global companions, striving to
share God’s love and participate in God’s mission together:
Mutually: All of us have gifts to support God’s mission. There is
no mission to, only mission with and among.
Inclusively: We seek to build relationships across boundaries
that exclude and divide.
Vulnerably: Just as Jesus became vulnerable to us, we open
ourselves to others.
Empowering: We seek to identify and correct imbalances of
power, which may mean recognizing and letting go of our own.
Sustainably: To ensure local ministries last for a long time, we
seek to embed mission in ongoing relationships and
communities.
Flourishing, long-term, mutual relationships strengthen the worldwide
Lutheran community as they deepen our global mission engagement.

Excerpted from ELCA resource

“Stewards of God’s Love, A Year-round Guide to
Stewardship in your Congregation.”

For more information go to www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Church/Global-Mission
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Financial Update
Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s

In Memory Of:
Dot Reed by Terry & Karen Martin
Linda Sigmon by Carolyn Sigmon
JB Sherrill by Elaine and Tammy Brooks
Shirley Fisher by Paul & Kathy Gibson
Shirley Fisher by St Mark’s Chancel Choir
Shirley Fisher by Bob & Camille Patrick
Shirley Fisher by Hilda & Jim Carpenter
Shirley Fisher by Kathleen Sigmon

In Honor Of:
Glenna Pope by John Pope
Charles & Connie Pope by John Pope
Michael Pope by John Pope
Missy Pope by John Pope

Memorial & Honoraria Gifts to St. Mark’s Preschool
In Memory Of
Gerry Stewart by Sue Karen Falls
Macie Brown by Sue Karen Falls
Bill Devlin by Sue Karen Falls
Polly Cloninger by Sue Karen Falls
Rupert Little by Sue Karen Falls
Duane Carpenter by Sue Karen Falls

Wayne Pharr by Sue Karen Falls
Iris Hoke by Sue Karen Falls
Ross Benfield by Sue Karen Falls
JB Sherrill by Sue Karen Falls
Clyde Fisher by Sue Karen Falls
Linda Sigmon by Sue Karen Falls

In Honor Of:
The Preschool Staff, Bob & Rita Busbee,
and Barry & Kathy Whisnant by Gib &
Susan Bolick
Donation to Preschool:
By Pete & Judy Sink

Worship Attendance:
12/24 - 131 (4pm) / 150 (10pm)
12/25 - 150
1/1 - 131

1/8 - SNOW!!

Ministry Financial Update as of November 31, 2016
Reported as of November 31
November
Year to Date
General Fund Receipts
$29,316.11
$317,057.90
Expenses (includes payable)
$25,050.96
$327,177.41

Kristina Winters (January 9),
sister of Kathy (Paul) Gibson
Shirley Fisher (December 25),
mother of Denise (Gary)
Arndt, sister of Jim Carpenter,
and relation to family
Sam Gouge (December 20),
grandfather of Brittany Moose
The daughter of Mike and Alison Lytton Caldwell was baptized on
December 18. Grandparents are Linda and Benny Lytton.
6

Thank You from
Claremont Elementary
Thanks for Your Donations to the Preschool
Dear St. Marks Family,
The Preschool Board and Staff of St. Mark’s Preschool would
like to thank you for the generous donation from the Milk Pail
fund to help families in need attending our preschool. The
preschool is self supportive and your donations, contributions
and memorials help us tremendously, so that we can provide
an excellent Christian preschool for children to attend and
prepare for Kindergarten! Your love, help and support of the
preschool for the past 15 years has been greatly appreciated!
We wish you God’s blessings in the coming new year!
Thank you,
Randyl Abernathy, St. Mark’s Preschool Board, and Staff
Gifts and gift cards for seven local
families were delivered on December 13.

Dear Members of St. Mark’s,

Thanks to all who
helped decorate
the church for
Advent and
Christmas!

Thank you for the contributions to Pastors’ Purse!
We appreciate your generosity!

Thanks from the Staff!
Thanks for the Christmas gifts from the congregation and
individual members. Your generosity is appreciated!

~ Lisa Underwood, Karen Hunt, Myra Long, Mike Baker
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I want to extend a sincere thank you for
serving the families of Claremont Elementary
during this Christmas season. The parents
from each of the seven families that were
served were overjoyed with the gifts and the
gift cards received for their families. One
father kept saying over and over how much
he appreciated the generosity and how much
better his children’s Christmas morning
would be due to your caring and love shown
this season. Tears of joy were overflowing as
parents left with gifts, knowing their children
would not go without on Christmas morning.
Thank you so much for your continued
support of our school, our families and our
students. From our school family to each of
you, may you have a Christmas filled with
love, joy, peace and celebrating the reason
for the season . . . The birth of baby Jesus.
Merry Christmas!
Angela Totty, School Counselor, Claremont
Elementary
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Church Staff
Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor
pg@smarklc.org
(828-781-3060)
Pastor Paul Christ: Associate for Pastoral Care
paulernestchrist@yahoo.com
(828-409-4681)
Myra Long: Chancel Choir Director,
Organist, Interim Praise Team Leader
longmyra@ymail.com
(704-213-7623)
Katie Hamann: Interim Youth Minister
katie@smarklc.org
(828-459-2161)
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director
stmarkspreschool@charter.net
(828-459-2873)
Lisa Underwood: Church Secretary
lisa@smarklc.org
(828-459-2161)
Karen Hunt: Financial Secretary
karen@smarklc.org
(828-459-2161)
Mike Baker: Interim Church Sexton (828-459-2161)

Newsletter Mailing
The next mailing of the St. Mark’s Reminder will be on January 25. Please have
information for the newsletter to the church office by Thursday, January 19.

Follow Us Online
St Marks Lutheran
Church...Claremont

Congregation Council Meeting
Congregation Council will hold its January meeting
during the annual retreat, January 20 – 21.

stmarksclaremc
smarklc.org
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Calendar Highlights
Faith Alive Registration/Deposits (1/15)
Ministry Team Reports Due (1/19)
Faith Alive for Confirmation Students (2/3—2/5)
Cockman Family In Concert—(2/26)
Shrovetide Meal (2/26)
Ash Wednesday Services (3/1)
Lenten Mid-week Services (3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29, 4/5)
Daylight Saving Time (3/12)
Passion Sunday (4/9)
Seder Meal (4/9)
Maundy Thursday (4/13)
Good Friday (4/14)
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil (4/15)
Easter Sunday (4/16)
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Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am - 4:00pm; Friday, 8:30am - 12:30pm

