
  

 

Our Mission 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

  To Make Disciples  

    To Embody Christ’s Love 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
June 10th, 2020 

 

Opportunities for Pastoral Visitation 

Pastor Heather and I are pleased to announce the means to make ourselves avail-
able to you for visitation.  We have identified and thought through two ways that 
will allow you and us to visit with each other in protected, safe ways. For those of 
who desire to see one or both of us, we encourage you to take advantage of one 
or both the opportunities below.     

A. Visitation in the Family Life Center  

On Wednesdays and Thursdays beginning at 12:30pm, by appointment, you may 
come in to the Family Life Center to meet with one or both of your  
pastors.  One or more in the household may come in to visit.  Appointments for 
both days may be made for these times: 12:30, 2:00, 3:30, and 5:00pm. The time 
between appointments will allow for sanitizing the space for the next appoint-
ment.  For visitation, this is what is required.  

1. Enter and exit only in the door off the parking lot at the Family Center. 

2. Wear a mask. If you do not have a mask one will be given to you to use 
and keep.  

3. Stay at the table and chairs that are set up for visitation.  

4. If you are not feeling well, do not come. Please wait to make an  
appointment well after you have recovered. 

5. Observe social distancing with your pastors. 

Appointments may be made for times beginning at 12:30 on June 16 by calling 
the church office or a pastor on Monday June 15; and then anytime thereafter 
for appointments for Tuesdays and Thursdays.     

B. Visitation at Home (not in home) Space and Weather Permitting 

Your pastors are available to visit with you outside at your home, by appointment.  
We will not visit inside your home for your and our protection.  You will need to 
call the church office, or one of the pastors to set up a day and time that will work 
best for you and the pastor or both pastors. Your pastors will have a chair in their 
vehicle to use, if necessary.  They can meet with you on a front porch, back porch, 
in the yard, under a carport, in the shade of a large tree, etc. For visitation this is 
what is required:  

1. Space that will allow social distancing of at least 6 feet or more.  

2. Respect social distancing with your pastors – no greeting with  
handshakes, hugs, etc.  

Phone calls to the church office or a pastor to arrange a time for visitation may 
be made on the reception of this notice.  
We look forward to seeing you.  
 

God’s Peace,  
 

Pastor Gary Haddock  &   Pastor Heather Langan    

OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER  AT 
ST. MARK’S 

 

Sundays 

9:00am - Drive-Up Communion  

ZOOM 

10:15am - Fellowship on ZOOM 

11:00am -  Worship Services 

Wednesdays  ZOOM 

6:05pm - Fellowship time 

6:30pm - Bible Study 

Anytime 

www.smarklc.org 
YouTube.com 
Facebook.com - Links 

DVD’s of recorded services 

Christ in our Home devotional 
 

Call the Church Office 

Schedule a Pastoral Visitation 

IN PERSON GATHERINGS  
IN THIS TIME 

 
Physical gatherings are cancelled 
due to the Stay at Home orders 
of Governor Roy Cooper related 
to the Covid-19 virus.  The 
Council will continue to assess 
when and how we can and will 
be able to gather when it is safe 
and clear to do so.  At this time, 
St. Mark’s will do only graveside 
services with memorial services 
to follow at a later time.  
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Opportunities to Worship with St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH DIRECTLY FOR DETAILS ON HOW TO JOIN ZOOM MEETINGS 

Sundays 

Drive Up Communion    (Western Covered Entry)               9:00am-10:00am            

Fellowship on ZOOM                                                              10:15am - 10:45am 

                 By phone 929-205-6099, when prompted enter. Meeting  
                                           OR Join Zoom meeting by  WEB Type zoom.us.join        
                 

 

Sunday Morning Worship on ZOOM                                   11:00am  

                By phone 929-205-6099, when prompted enter. Meeting  
                OR Join Zoom meeting by  WEB Type zoom.us.join  
                 
 

Wednesdays 

Fellowship time                                                                          6:05pm  

                 By phone +1 929 205 6099, when prompted enter  
                 OR join Zoom meeting by WEB Type zoom.us.join 
                  
 

Bible Study of Colossians and Philemon                               6:30pm 
                Same as fellowship, just continue on the same meeting. 
    

Anytime 

www.smarklc.org 

YouTube.com (search for St. Mark’s Evangelical Church, Claremont NC) 

Facebook - St. Mark’s Evangelical Church, Claremont NC 

We will mail you DVD copies of our recorded worship services. 

We will mail you a copy of “Christ in our Home” daily devotional. 

We mail bi-weekly Newsletters that include “Taking Faith Home” 
 

Call the church office 828-459-2161 

Call to schedule a Pastoral Visit in the Family Life Center 
 

Call the Pastor’s directly to set up an OUTSIDE visit at home. 

Pastor Gary                 828-781-3060  

Pastor Heather           704-724-5991 



3 

 

St. Mark’s Re-Gathering Task Group Report 

June 9, 2020 
 

In this time of the CoVid 19 pandemic the group continues to consider matters related to our re-gathering  
physically in our facility; how we gather now for worship, fellowship and Bible Study by electronic means; and 
for Drive Up Communion.  St. Mark’s Physical Re-Gathering Task Group is committed to bringing us physically 
back together as soon as possible. At the same time, it is committed to only making the recommendation to the 
Congregation Council to physically re-gather when it is determined that it is safe and wise to do so.  

 

The Task Group has met three times over the last 5 weeks to assess and review the current situation in our  
community and State of North Carolina with CoVid 19.  It also has spent considerable time in exploring and  
planning for safe practices, requirements, and procedures that will need be instituted and followed when we 
are able to physically re-gather.   

 

How will the group determine when it is safe to re-gather?  The group answered that question by adopting 
three standards on 6/9 by which to determine when and/or if it is safe and wise to physically re-gather in our 
facility. 

 

The first standard is that the number of infections/hospitalizations levels off or the curve flattens, and declines.  
The current rate in Catawba County and the State of North Carolina continues to climb and currently is one of 
the top 5 states with ongoing spikes and increases in infection/hospitalizations.  CoVid 19 is in the community of 
Claremont.   

 

The second standard is that the State of North Carolina enters Phase 3, AND then once in Phase 3, thereafter, 
that over the course of 3-4 weeks the curve of infections and/or hospitalizations do not increase.   
 

The third standard is that when we do re-gather that the requirements and safe practices established for safely 
re-gathering be followed to the “letter of law”, and if not, physical re-gathering will be cancelled.  Observing 
safe practices is an expression of loving our neighbor to honor, protect, and promote our his/her health and well
-being, as well as our life together in the body of Christ. 

 

The requirement is that all three standards be met.  The group’s consensus is that in meeting all three stand-
ards, that the risk of infection, the risk of severe illness, and potentially the risk of death among our most vulner-
able, will be minimized.  These three standards by which the team will make a decision are an expression of 
Christian love and care to protect and keep those in the sheepfold of St. Mark’s, and those beyond it, safe.   

 

The group is pleased to announce that Drive Up Church is Coming!!!   The FM transmitter ordered will be 
shipped on 6/17 and will arrive around 6/22-23.  Look for details soon as to when we will gather in our parking 
lot for worship together!   

 

Task Group Members: David Tucker, Chair; members: Terry Hefner, Gigi Sigmon, Tim Carpenter, Pastor Heather 
Langan, and Pastor Gary Haddock  
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Setting Sail with the Spirit – A Ten Week Sermon Series  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Heather and I have been in dialogue now for some time about St. Mark’s congregation, its future, and 
our leadership together as your pastors.  In this “In-between” time of CoVid 19, we have decided to do a  
10-week series under the title: “Setting Sail with the Spirit.”  In addition, we will use OneCall to do a Daily  
Devotional Monday through Friday each week to accompany the series.   
 

We were inspired by the book: “Sailboat Church: Helping Your Church Rethink Its Mission and Practice” by 
Joan S. Gray of the Presbyterian Church USA.  It is a great, straightforward read, and thoroughly biblical.  If 
you would like to purchase the book for your study, it is available at Amazon or Barnes and Noble.  Your  
Congregation Council will be reading and discussing it together in the coming months during its meetings.  
 

Our hope is that as we move through this series that you will begin to think about who we are as a  
congregation, how we “do” church, and how we live out our mission in the world.  Our hope is that we as a 
congregation will be able, by the power of the Spirit, to expand and complement our faithful service and  
witness in the world.  We see this as breaking ground for the work to be done in the future when we are able 
to spend some time with you to discern a vision for our congregation’s life, ministry, and mission.  We look 
forward to sharing this series with you.  

 

 
 

Pastor Gary Haddock & Pastor Heather Langan 
 

The Titles and Dates for the series are:  

6/7  Called to Sail with the Wind   
6/14 Our Sailing Vessel    
6/21 Coordinates for Sailing   
6/28 Becoming a Sailor    
7/5  Hoisting the Sails  
7/12 Navigating with the Wind  
7/19 Positioning the Sails     
7/26 Navigating with the Wind   
8/2  Preparing for Storms  
8/9  Leaving Port, Setting Sail  
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A Bible Study of Colossians and Philemon 

You Are Invited to Participate 

Leaders: Pastor Gary Haddock and Pastor Heather Langan 
 

When: Began on Wednesday, June 3 @ 6:30 & then every Wednesday, same time until August 5.  

What: The text we will use is N.T. Wright’s book, Colossians & Philemon, 8 Studies for Individuals and Groups.  You 
may order it at Amazon, new or used, or in Kindle format.  While it is not necessary to purchase the book, we  
encourage you to do so.  If you do not have the electronic means to place the order, please contact the church 
office. 

Format:  Exploring Scripture, questions, sharing, and use of Study Guide to learn from each other. 

How: Zoom Meeting   Web: You may join by going to zoom.us.join. When prompted enter this Meeting ID: 
XXXXXXXXXX, then when prompted enter this password: XXXXX Phone:  Landline or cell:  Call +1 929 205 6099, 
and then when prompted enter Meeting ID: XXXXXXXXXX, and IF prompted enter Password: XXXXXX.  Zoom Gath-
ering Meeting for Bible Study is @ 6:30 with pre-study fellowship beginning at the 6:05pm – 6:25pm.   

PLEASE KEEP THE ABOVE INFORMATION TO JOIN AS IT WILL BE THE SAME TO JOIN EACH WEEK!  
 

Brief Introduction to the Study 

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Colossians when he was in prison, either in Ephesus or Rome.  He is writing to this 
young, enthusiastic, budding church that was founded through his proclamation of the gospel in Ephesus.  The 
Word had travelled and caught fire in the hearts of others in Colossae and Asia Minor.  Like a good father or 
mother, he wants what is best for them.  He writes to nurture and deepen their faith; to prepare them for  
uncertain times and challenges; and to encourage them to grow in their life together in and with Christ and the 
Spirit, as individuals and a community.  Central to Paul’s words to the church at Colossae, and also TO US, is the 
life-giving, empowering presence of Christ and the Spirit in and among them, and of their call as members of the 
body of Christ to grow in and to be formed by their relationship with and in God, and with one another.   

How does one’s life in Christ impact one’s daily life or vocation?  The Apostle Paul’s letter to Philemon, and TO US, 
gives us some insight into answering that question.  Paul wrote to Philemon, a free man who had come to faith, 
and the slaveholder of Onesimus who had escaped - who had been with Paul, and who had come to faith. Paul 
writes to him persuasively as to how Philemon might regard Onesimus on his return to Colossae and to his  
household.  Paul makes it clear that who we are in Christ impacts all of who we are and how we think, behave, 
decide, relate to, and treat others in the world.     
 

Bible Study @ 6:30; Pre-Study Fellowship at 6:05 (See Zoom Details Above)  

June 3: Introduction  
June 10: Colossians 1:1-14 The Fruit of the Gospel  
June 17: Colossians 1:15-29 Christ Supreme  
June 24: Colossians 2:1-7 God’s Treasure Revealed  
July 1: Colossians 2:8-3:4 Complete in Christ  
July 8: Colossians 3:5-17 Old Clothes, New Clothes  
July 15: Colossians 3:18-4:1 The Christian Household  
July 22: Colossians 4:2-18 Together in Prayer  
July 29: Philemon Gracious Persuasion  
August 5: Wrap-Up and Conclusion  
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The family of Patrick Gouge who died on 5/15/20 

The family of Mabel Medlin who died on 5/23/2020 

The family of Randall Widener who died 6/4/2020 

St. Mark’s Notices 

St. Mark’s Church Prayer Concerns 

Jim Aaron 
Libby Brown 
Doug Carrigan 
Coleen Hall 
Joanne Parker 

Betty Powell 
Allyson Sestric 
Deacon Sestric 
Christopher Thomas 
Chuck Watson 

*Please note, prayer concerns will not be included 
in our on-line newsletter. 

St. Mark’s Blood Drive has  
been rescheduled tentatively  
for Monday July the 20th 

Volunteering at the Corner Table in June has been 
cancelled due to the Covid-19 virus.  They are  
limiting their services to “take away”  only and 
using their own staff to prepare meals. 

Missed a phone call from our  
“OneCall” system?  

Call 877-698-3261 and press 1 to listen to the latest 
message from St. Mark’s!  

CHRIST IN OUR HOME 

July, August, September  
Daily Devotionals have arrived. 

If you would like one mailed to you, please call 
the church office at 828-459-2161. 

Let us know if you want a large print copy. 

Congratulations Graduate 

Sophia Clarke knocked out her high school diploma and a college degree — 
both at the same time! As a graduating senior with the class of 2020 from Hick-
ory High, Clarke also graduated from Catawba Valley Community College 
(CVCC) with a full associate degree in the arts. 

Sophia is the daughter of Steven Clarke. 

The Friends of the Library “Working Title” performance has been cancelled until further notice due to the 
Covid-19 Pandemic. IF you would like a refund please contact Glenn Morrison at 828-514-9081.  Or you can 
choose to count the cost of your ticket as a donation to the Claremont Public Library.   
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Taking Faith Home 

June 14th, 2020 Second Sunday after Pentecost - We are sent by Jesus to bless others. 
Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 9:35–10:23; Monday: Exodus 19:2-8a; Tuesday: Romans 5:1-8; 
Wednesday: Genesis 18:1-15; Thursday: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Friday: Galatians 5:13-15; Saturday: Psalm 100; Sunday: 
Matthew 10:24-39 
A Prayer for the Week: Dear God of constant love and faithfulness, we thank you for your care; give us strength to ex-tend 
your care to others through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Mealtime Prayer: We thank you for this food, a gift of your steadfast love and faithfulness. Amen. (Psalm 100:5)  
A Blessing to Give: May the compassion of the Lord be with you and care for you like a shepherd cares for the sheep. 
(Matthew 9:36) 
Devotions Read: Matthew 9:35–10:23. In the Old Testament lesson for this week (Exodus 19:2-8a) God once again establish-
es a covenant with the house of Jacob, just as God established a covenant with Abram in Genesis 12. God is making a priestly 
people, a holy nation to bless the world. In Matthew 9 and 10, Jesus now is establishing his covenant with his followers to 
bless others. Just as Jesus himself tells good news to people and heals every disease and sickness (9:35), his followers will go 
out and do similar acts of the kingdom (10:1 and 7). Those sent out by Jesus are doing the work of Jesus. The task was not 
easy for Jesus and will not be easy for his followers (10:16-23), but the Spirit of God will go with them (10:20). This passage is 
filled with compassion and is sobering at the same time. This is not someone else’s ministry. It is the call all followers of Jesus 
have in some form. It is a daring mission that requires courage and wisdom (10:16). It is not an optional task. Our work as 
Jesus’ hands, feet, and voice in the world day in and day out wins because we do not go alone, but with the Spirit of God. 
How do you accomplish the task of being Jesus’ hands, feet, and voice in the world? Pray: Almighty God, send us out with 
your message of hope and compassion that heals through Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
Rituals and Traditions “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his pres-
ence with singing” (Psalm 100:1-2). I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy Down in My Heart is a popular Christian song written in the 
1920’s and still stirs memories and joy in the hearts of many. Take a moment to make a joyful noise to the Lord and sing this 
well-known song. 
 
June 21, 2020 Third Sunday after Pentecost - Christ gives us a new life. 
Daily Bible Readings and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 10:24-39; Monday: Jeremiah 20:7-13; Tuesday: Romans 6:1b-11; 
Wednesday: Genesis 21:8-21; Thursday: Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17; Friday: Ephesians 4:17-24; Saturday: Psalm 69:7-18; Sunday: 
Matthew 10:40-42 
A Prayer for the Week: Merciful God, help us to trust that all that we are and hope to be is found in the new life we have 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Mealtime Prayer: Dear God, all good things come from you; thank you for your goodness that gives us food to eat this day. 
Amen.  
A Blessing to Give: May God draw near to you and free you from your fears through Christ your Lord. (Psalm 69:18) 
Devotions Read: Matthew 10:24-39. Core values are important because they define what we stand for and who we are.  
Jesus indicates that following him is non-negotiable and an all-or-nothing proposition. Sometimes we must let go of what we 
treasure in life to gain what really counts in God’s kingdom. In the process, Jesus gives a number of stark contrasts, many of 
which are hard to hear. Following Jesus will lead some to be rejected by family, which was a reality in first century Christiani-
ty and can be true today, too. Acknowledge Jesus and he will acknowledge you. Deny him and he will deny you. In the midst 
of these tough passages is Jesus’ repeated theme of not being afraid (vv. 26, 28, and 31). Jesus warns us not to deny him  
before others, but Peter does three times before Jesus’ crucifixion (Matthew 26:69-75). What Peter learns is that mercy, not 
judgment is the ultimate core value in the kingdom. God’s mercy takes away our fear. Jesus calls us to make a difference and 
to rely on him. We all falter. Jesus doesn’t. This is the newness of life that the Apostle Paul identifies (Romans 6:4) for the 
baptized that stands out for its dramatically different way of living. How does God’s mercy help you not to be afraid? Pray: 
Dear God, may our life in Christ give us peace and good courage as we live each day with others. Amen. 
Service Sunday is Father’s Day. Take time to offer prayers of thanksgiving and support for fathers and all men as they seek to 
be caregivers to those around them. Begin your prayers by saying, “Dear God, thank you for (name) . . .” Contact or visit 
those for whom you have prayed and/or send them a card as a sign of your appreciation and thankfulness. 
Rituals and Traditions Baptism involves the mystery of God’s work that claims us as God’s own in Christ. Think about or tell a 
story about your baptism or that of someone else. Fill a bowl with water. Dip your fingers into the water. Make the sign of 
the cross on your forehead or that of another person. Say: May God bless you with new life in Christ each and every day. 
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When Will We Re-Gather In-Person Again? 

How Will We Re- Gather In-Person Again?  

A Report from your Congregation Council 

We have all been asking the above questions and your Congregation Council is in the process of exploring how to 
answer them.  Central to them are the status of public health indicators and the means and methods for us safely 
re-gather in-person.  While COVID-19 still poses an ongoing threat to our society and congregation we anticipate 
that we will be able to re-gather in person in the future.  The Council appointed a Re-Gathering Task Group to 
take up the above questions.       

The Task Group composed of Chair - David Tucker, and members - Terry Hefner, Gigi Sigmon, Pastor Heather, Tim 
Carpenter, and Pastor Gary, met for their first meeting on Wednesday, May 20.  As to when we can re-gather, in-
person, in our facility, the group recognized we cannot go back to the way things were before COVID-19 due to 
safety concerns. However, the group is making plans for re-gathering in-person in two different, safe ways. They 
are outlined below.  

Weekly Drive-Up Communion. Began on May 31st, Pentecost Sunday, from 9:00-10:00am Members may 
drive to the church to the western covered entryway (Mt. Calvary side) anytime during that hour. They 
will need to bring with them in their vehicle their own bread and wine (or only one of them).  Members 
will drive and stop under the covered entryway off with windows rolled up.  Pastor Gary and Pastor 
Heather will greet members there, and one of them will perform the blessing of the elements with the 
Words of Institution.  Afterwards, members will commune themselves with the consecrated elements, 
receive the Post Communion Blessing, and then depart.  This practice will continue every Sunday be-
tween 9-10:00am UNTIL we are able to gather for Drive-In Church as detailed below.  

Drive-In Church.  The Task Group is working on getting the technology in place for us to re-gather in our back 
parking lot, and to remain in our vehicles, for worship beginning at 9:00am on Sundays.  NO DATE TO 
BEGIN HAS BEEN SET.  When we do, we will participate together in worship, Word, and the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion by way of FM Broadcast.  Just as with the Drive-Through Communion above, members 
will bring both or one of the elements of wine and bread for communion with them in their vehicle for 
Holy Communion, and we will follow the same practice. The technology and logistics as to how to do this 
are being worked out.  An FM Transmitter has been ordered and we are awaiting its arrival.  Once it is 
here, the set up for conducting and broadcasting worship will be quickly put together so that a date can 
be set to re-gather, in-person, in-vehicle safely.    

The task group recognizes the current threat of the virus makes it too risky and dangerous to re-gather, in-person 
in our nave.  Scientifically based public health indicators, and provisions for safety of ALL are two central stand-
ards by which a decision will be made as to when and how we might regather in-person, in-building, for worship 
and other activities. The group also recognizes the many challenges and a great deal of complexity associated 
with in-person, in-building, re-gathering.  It is working on matters how to orderly get in and out of our building 
while safely respecting social distancing; of sanitizing worship furniture, spaces, and bathrooms; of changes to our 
practices of worship (one being - no singing due to projection of droplets), recruitment and training of volunteers; 
guidelines, etc.  The Group will take on these and many more so that we will be ready to safely re-gather, in per-
son, in our facility when it is advisable and safe to do so.  We will move forward to re-gather in-person to keep 
everyone protected and safe.  Your Council and the Task Group desire to re-gather in-person, in building, just as 
intensely as you do.  In the meantime, we encourage you to re-gather with Drive-Up Communion, and to gather in 
worship through electronic means – Zoom, website, YouTube, or DVD.  Pray for us, and for our congregation.  
Thanks for your support of the life, ministry, and mission of your congregation.      

 
David Tucker, 
Council President  
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North Carolina Synod Re-Gathering Task Force  
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 

SEEING THIS PANDEMIC THROUGH THE EYES OF THE NC SYNOD VISION  

Vital Congregations Vital congregations are communities of Jesus with life-giving relationships with God, 
each other, and the community/world. Congregations need to make it through this crisis. Your  
community needs you. A COVID-19 outbreak in your congregation would be devastating.   

Whole and Healthy Leaders The emotional toll of a pandemic is real. Many rostered ministers are  
considered vulnerable populations or are caring for someone who falls within those parameters. This is 
a time like no other and leaders need care themselves as they care for the congregations they serve.   

Collaboration We are better together and yet we know that our contexts are widely different. Where 
are the places we are stronger together? How might we be in partnership with our ecumenical col-
leagues as well as those within our synod during this pandemic?  

Prophetic Voice Anchored in hope, even in the midst of this crisis, God is always doing a new thing. We 
commit to advocating for all those impacted by this pandemic and being a voice of love and hope in a 
hurting world. 

SEEING THIS PANDEMIC THROUGH THE EYES OF THE NC SYNOD CORE VALUES 

Jesus Centered Jesus, the Christ, is the very center of all we do. Loving thy neighbor may mean not  
gathering when your population is vulnerable.  

Generosity We live and give generously even as economic realities are hard. We recognize that  
congregations and communities will be financially impacted by our time apart. We will trust God’s  
provision for tomorrow.  

Relationships Cries to gather center around a yearning for relationship. We are made for being in  
relationship and we belong to each other in Christ. This is the difficulty of a virus that spreads when we 
are close together. Being in relationship with one another is important but doing so safely is crucial.  

Reconciliation Viruses have no political leaning. Vulnerable populations were at risk prior to this  
pandemic and this crisis magnifies that reality. How can we strive for justice, compassion, peacemaking, 
advocacy, and healing in the midst of this crisis? 

GROUNDED IN OUR VISION AND CORE VALUES, THE NORTH CAROLINA SYNOD COUNCIL 
MAKES THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE CONGREGATIONS OF THE NC SYNOD: 

     1. Standing in solidarity with our North Carolina ecumenical partners in the Episcopal, United  Method-
ist, AME Zion, and other traditions, we will refrain from in-person gatherings of more than 10 people  
indoors and 25 outdoors until the NC governor moves us into Phase 3. 

What does this mean? We recognize that there are many in the vulnerable population who will gather 
when the doors open regardless of the risk to their health. By waiting until we move into Phase 
3, we hope to care for the health of all.  

Why do we recommend this? It is our recommendation to be a phase behind what is allowed by the 
state of NC for the safety of our population. The majority of our congregations have large  
populations of vulnerable people. As St. Paul says, "Not all that is permissible is beneficial." 
There have been multiple instances of churches being the source of outbreaks since the  
beginning of this pandemic. The health of all is our primary concern. 
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How can we worship? 

• Continue gathering online until high risk individuals are able to resume their normal activities. 
Continuing online worship means that high risk individuals do not have to make a difficult 
choice. Consider how online worship may be a part of your worship community going forward. 
Online worship has been a gift to many of our shut-ins and will continue to be the only avenue 
of  
worship for many of those in vulnerable populations. Vulnerable populations may be unable 
to gather for many months to come as we move from phase to phase and possibly go back to  
previous phases. This may be the perfect opportunity to collaborate with other congregations 
in sharing online responsibilities. Online gives us the ability to reach into communities  
unserved prior to this crisis. 

• If you are determined to gather before we recommend, congregations might consider  
drive-up worship. Drive-up worship may help us acclimate to a different type of worship  
during a pandemic. This would mean not entering the church building for any reason but  
allows for a gathering of more than 25 people if family units remain in their cars with their 
windows up. 

    2. We will postpone any in-person gathering with children or youth until September 1 when  
additional recommendations will be available from our school systems. 

 What does this mean? Our children and youth are hope. They are our present and our future. Our 
call to care for the least of these deems it necessary to limit their gathering for their safety.  

 Why do we recommend this? Children and youth were initially thought to be at low risk for this  
virus. That information has changed in recent weeks. Children and youth are also very bad at  
physical distancing. Some are too young to understand, others are unable to fathom the risk.  
Allowing kids to be taught the appropriate physical distancing, hygiene, and cleaning  
requirements in their school settings first, will make transition to church activities easier. Schools 
will have additional resources to help teach these behaviors to children that many of our  
congregations don’t have. 

      What about child care facilities in our congregations? 

•  Congregations with licensed child-care facilities should follow the policies set in place by the 
NC Division of Child Development and Early Education. (https://tinyurl.com/ya54mlhh) 

•   Non-licensed child care in our congregations that do not provide full-time child care for  
working parents is considered non-essential. Re-opening these types of child care should be 
weighed by your congregation council against the risk of infection. 

    3. We will develop in-person gathering protocols and an implementation plan in writing prior to  
gathering. 

What does this mean? For the safety of all, it is important to have protocols and an implementa-
tion plan before we gather again. Communication is vital to setting a standard for how worship 
will take place. Lutherans are not great at change. This virus requires that we change how we do 
things to avoid a public health crisis. 

Why do we recommend this? Coming back together will not be as it was in March. Worship will 
look different and be different. It will require a change in mindset and behavior for the safety of 
everyone. It is good to know the level of risk for gathering in person again and to have that  
discussion as a congregation council. Having clear protocols and a team to implement those  

https://tinyurl.com/ya54mlhh


11 

 

Drive Up Communion continues Sundays from 9:00am until 10:00am  

protocols will be important. 

What can we do now as we wait? 

• Read the ELCA Document, “Considerations for Returning to In-person Worship: Being 
Church Together during the COVID-19 Pandemic” (https://tinyurl.com/ya3jzbdm) 

• Contact your insurance carrier and/or attorney to ask questions. How are we liable if 
someone gets COVID-19 from our gathering? What are your recommendations before 
we gather in person again as a worshiping community? 

• There are risks associated with all matters of things. Congregations need to make  
careful and informed decisions even when the urge to gather in person is strong.  

• Determine if you have the necessary resources to procure and provide for safe  
worship, i.e. masks, hand sanitizer, and the appropriate cleaning supplies. Buildings 
have been vacant and will need certain systems checked prior to re-entry. Currently, 
many of the resources needed for in-person gatherings are unavailable.   

• Consider these recommendations for in-person gatherings—when that is allowed: 
 No singing or wind instruments supplies by human breath. 
 Outdoor worship would be safer than indoor worship, but outdoor worship still  

involves a level of risk. 
 Determine your maximum capacity under physical distancing guidelines, both  

indoors and outdoors, in your sanctuary and also in other larger space in your  
facility. Your fire marshal will have your maximum capacity number as a starting 
place. 

 Use the Service of the Word for the first 4-6 weeks until the newness of  
restrictions around gathering in person has passed. 

 Postpone coffee hours or fellowship times until such time as state or federal  
officials deem it safe to do so. 

 Determine who will enforce protocols as part of your implementation plan. 
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Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 

Congregation Council 
 

 2020   2021   2022  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist                                                            
(828-459-2161) 
Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist        
                                                                             (828-459-2161)  
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net                      (828-459-2873) 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mary Willis: Church Secretary  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 

Mark Oakley: Church Custodian  (828-459-2161) 

Nikki Aiken: Church Custodian   (828-459-2161) 


