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INTRODUCTION 

Baptism is sometimes 
called enlightenment. 
The gospel for this 
Sunday is the story of 
the man born blind 
healed by Christ. I was 
blind, but now I see, 
declares the man.  
 
In baptism God opens 
our eyes to see the 
truth of who we are: 
God’s beloved sons 
and daughters.  
 
As David was 
anointed king of 
Israel, in baptism God 
anoints our head with 
oil, and calls us to 
bear witness to the 
light of Christ in our 
daily lives. 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 



ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 10:30 am  March 26, 2017 
 
*Please stand if able   P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation  (ELW—red book) 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Gary Haddock 

*Confession and Forgiveness   In the name of the Father... ELW p. 211-212 
*Sharing the Peace  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

*Gathering Hymn  “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” ELW #335 

*Apostolic Greeting   ELW p. 203 

*Prayer of the Day ELW p. 28 

Chancel Choir Anthem “The Prayer” comp. Sager, Foster, Fettke 
 

WORD 
 

Children's Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 

Lessons  Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14  Zach Gardner 

*The Holy Gospel Acclamation  "We are turning, Lord …”  ELW p. 205 

*The Gospel Reading  P: The holy gospel according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 John 9:1-41 

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
The Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 
*Hymn of the Day  “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” ELW #779 
*Apostles Creed  ELW p. 217 
*Intercessory Prayer  A: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.  

MEAL 
 

The Offering / Offertory "When I Survey The Wondrous Cross"  Handbell Choir 
*Offering Presentation / Response "Doxology" ELW #884 
*Offertory Prayer A: Let us pray... Zach Gardner 
*The Eucharistic Prayer V  ELW p. 65-66 
*The Lord's Prayer Traditional ELW p. 208 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) ELW p. 208 
Distribution Hymn “There Is a Balm in Gilead” ELW #614 
*Post Communion Blessing   
*Post Communion Prayer   A: Let us pray… Zach Gardner 
  

SENDING 
 

*The Benediction P: The Lord bless... and give you peace.  C: Amen. ELW p. 209 
*Sending Hymn  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” ELW #773 
Dismissal    P: Go in peace.  Share the good news.  C: Thanks be to God. ELW p. 209 

 

+ + + 
 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in honor of Marie Deal on her 90th birthday by 
Donna, Charlie, the grandchildren, and the great grandchildren. 
 



PSALM 23 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before 
me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

EPHESIANS 5:8-14 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—for the fruit of the light is found in all that 
is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ 
will shine on you.” 
 

JOHN 9:1-41 

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 
be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long 
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept 
saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus 
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 
They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 
opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my 
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to 
the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe 
that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is 
our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask 
him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already 
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He 
is of age; ask him.” 
 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this 
man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 
They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you 
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, 
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and 
yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his 
will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they 
drove him out. 
 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, 
“And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 
is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do 
not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely 
we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 
sin remains.” 



St. Mark’s  Evangelical Lutheran Church 
3216 W. Main Street, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610  

(828-459-2161) www.smarklc.org 
Office: Monday—Thursday, 8:30—4pm; Friday, 8:30-12:30pm 

 

 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…Claremont, NC 
 Stmarksclaremc 

LITURGY - WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock Acolyte: Kody Nash 
Assisting Minister: Zach Gardner  Communion Assistants: Charles Reed, Rona Saunders 
Chancel Choir Director/Organist/Handbell Choir Director: Myra Long 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill,  
Terry Hefner, Colton Ignoffo, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
Altar Guild:  Janet Sigmon, Sue Karen Falls, Nicky & Evelyn Setzer 
Tabulators: Ginger Carpenter, Carolyn Pendergrass, Hilda Deal 
Deacons: Kerri Nash, Michael Korn 

 

Used by Permission 
 

Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship ©2008 Augsburg Fortress. 
Lessons reprinted from Words for Worship 
2010, ©2009 Augsburg Fortress.  
Songs published under CCLI License.  
Bulletin cover art: Steve Erspamer 

STEWARDS OF GOD’S LOVE: SPOTLIGHT ON ST. MARK’S PROPERTY TEAM 
 

Purpose of the Property Team: To serve the mission of the congregation to proclaim the gospel and of 
making disciples through providing oversight, maintenance, and enhancement of the physical property or 
any system associated thereto to support the use of property.    
 

Team Functions/Tasks 
 Facilities:  To maintain, repair, and enhance the physical property of the congregation.  
 Grounds & Landscaping:  To maintain grounds and landscaping of all St. Mark’s property including the St. 

Mark’s cemetery. 
 Planning: To provide to the Congregation Council current or capital improvement needs that exceed the 

adopted budget, along with all pertinent details, and if there is an immediate need, a recommendation 
for the proposed project for review and decision by the Council. 

 Services and Items:  To secure bids and to provide for services and items related to the upkeep and 
maintenance of the property and associated systems, to report them to Council as a point of information, 
and if needed, for Council review and approval. 

 

Chair: Michael Korn, Liaison: Teresa Rozelle, Members: Nicky Setzer, Tim Sigmon 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PROPERTY TEAM 2016 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

The property team, throughout the year has addressed issues with water leaks, toilet issues, painting, door 
and lock repairs, and added security systems. 

 Replaced all toilets in the women’s restroom in the Parish Hall. 
 Repaired locks and doors in the Family Life Center. 
 Painted and caulked around all windows of the Parish Hall. 
 All outside doors, wrought iron, steel fire escape steps were painted by 

Sigmon’s Painting with a donation from Kay & Kermit Nash. 
 Replaced and painted ceiling in east hallway adjacent to chancel. 
 Replaced ice maker in Parish Hall Kitchen. 
 Added additional security in the Family Life Center. 
 Sealed leaks and painted wall in Preschool Classroom. 


