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INTRODUCTION 

During Lent we 
journey with all those 
around the world who 
will be baptized at the 
Easter Vigil. In today’s 
gospel Jesus tells 
Nicodemus that he 
must be born of water 
and Spirit. At the font 
we are given a new 
birth as daughters and 
sons of God. As God 
made a covenant with 
Abraham, in baptism 
God promises to raise 
us up with Christ to 
new life. From worship 
we are sent forth to 
proclaim God’s love 
for all the world. 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God without being born of water and Spirit.”   John 3:5 



ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Second Sunday in Lent 10:30 am  March 12, 2017 
 
*Please stand if able   P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation  (ELW—red book) 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Gary Haddock 

*Confession and Forgiveness   In the name of the Father... ELW p. 211-212 
*Sharing the Peace  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

*Gathering Hymn  “Gather Us In” ELW #532 

*Apostolic Greeting   ELW p. 203 

*Prayer of the Day ELW p. 27 

Chancel Choir Anthem “Lenten Meditation” comp. Althouse 
 

WORD 
 

Children's Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 

Lessons  Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 Kelly Nash 

*The Holy Gospel Acclamation  "We are turning, Lord …”  ELW p. 205 

*The Gospel Reading  P: The holy gospel according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 John 3:1-17  

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
The Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 
*Hymn of the Day  “Lift High the Cross” ELW #660 
*Apostles Creed  ELW p. 217 
*Intercessory Prayer  A: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. Kelly Nash 
 

MEAL 
 

The Offering  
*Offering Presentation / Response "Doxology" ELW #884 
*Offertory Prayer A: Let us pray... Kelly Nash 
*The Eucharistic Prayer V  ELW p. 65-66 
*The Lord's Prayer Traditional ELW p. 208 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) ELW p. 208 
Distribution Hymn “Rock of Ages” ELW #623 
*Post Communion Blessing   
*Post Communion Prayer   A: Let us pray… Kelly Nash 
  

SENDING 
 

*The Benediction P: The Lord bless... and give you peace.  C: Amen. ELW p. 209 
*Sending Hymn  “Softly and Tenderly” ELW #608 
Dismissal    P: Go in peace.  Share the good news.  C: Thanks be to God. ELW p. 209 

 

+ + + 
 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in honor of Bill's birthday on March 10 and in 
memory of our parents, Mrs. & Mrs. Harry Oliver, Jr. and Mr. & Mrs. T. Homer Dotson by Harriet Dotson. 
 



GENESIS 12:1-4A 
 

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 
will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 

PSALM 121 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? My help comes from the Lord, the maker of 
heaven and earth. The Lord will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep; the Lord watches over you; the Lord is your shade 
at your right hand; the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord will preserve you from 
all evil and will keep your life. The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time 
forth forevermore. 
 

ROMANS 4:1-5, 13-17 
 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham was 
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are 
not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the 
ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. For the promise that he would inherit the world did not 
come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; 
but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the 
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made 
you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

JOHN 3:1-17 
 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 
of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, 
I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So, it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not 
receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I 
tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.“ Indeed, God did 
not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him.” 



St. Mark’s  Evangelical Lutheran Church 
3216 W. Main Street, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610  

(828-459-2161) www.smarklc.org 
 

Office: Monday—Thursday, 8:30—4pm; Friday, 8:30-12:30pm 
 

 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…Claremont, NC 
 Stmarksclaremc 

 

LITURGY - WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock 
Assisting Minister:  Kelly Nash 
Communion Assistants: Kermit Nash, Nicky Setzer 
Acolyte: Kody Nash 
Chancel Choir Director/Organist/Handbell Choir Director: Myra Long 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill,  
Terry Hefner, Colton Ignoffo, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
Altar Guild:  Janet Sigmon, Sue Karen Falls, Nicky & Evelyn Setzer 
Tabulators: Ginger Carpenter, Carolyn Pendergrass, Hilda Deal 
Deacons: Kerri Nash, Michael Korn 

 

Used by Permission 
 

Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship ©2008 Augsburg Fortress. 
Lessons reprinted from Words for Worship 
2010, ©2009 Augsburg Fortress.  
Songs published under CCLI License.  
Bulletin cover art: Churchartonline.com 

 

LENTEN MEDITATION 

(comp. Althouse) 
 

Jesus Christ, my Savior lived for me, and died, 

 Source of salvation, yet Crucified. 

Peace that knows no measure, this by faith I see. 

Love that knows no ending;  

Jesus died for me. 

Lord, O Lord, we renew our commitment these forty nights and days. 

And Lord, O Lord, by your grace,  help us change our sinful ways. 

Hear me now, Lord Jesus;  

I will never stray. I will never wander.   

Hear me as I pray; 

Free me now from darkness.  

Cleanse me now from sin. 

Pardon my transgressions.   

Make me pure within. 

Lord, O Lord we renew our commitment these forty nights and days. 

And Lord, O Lord by your grace help us change our sinful ways. 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 


