
 

 

St. Mark’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

 

FEBRUARY 16, 2020 AT 10:30 A.M. 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

TRADITIONAL  SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

INTRODUCTION 
 

In today’s reading from 

Deuteronomy we are 

called to choose life by 

loving and obeying God. 

Much of today’s gospel 

reading echoes portions of 

the Ten Commandments. 

Jesus’ instructions to the 

crowd reveal a pattern of 

behavior that honors both 

God and the neighbor, 

resulting in life and health 

for the whole community. 

We too are invited to 

embrace these 

commandments, not out 

of fear of retribution, but 

because God has promised 

that to do so means life 

for us.  

 

OUR MISSION:  

TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL 

TO MAKE DISCIPLES  

 TO EMBODY GOD’S LOVE 



 

 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
6TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 10:30 A.M. FEBRUARY 16, 2020 
 

*Please stand if able  P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation  (ELW—Red Book) 

 
GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE                        Emily Schuttenberg 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    Pastor William Hollar 
 

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS ELW p. 116-118 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  
 

*GATHERING HYMN    “Blessed Assurance”  ELW #638 
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C:   And also with you. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE            “Glory to God …”   ELW p. 121-122 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
     P:    O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish nothing good  
            without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do  
            them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 
 

WORD 
 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                       Pastor William Hollar 
 

LESSONS              Deuteronomy 30:15-20;  1 Corinthians 3:1-9                          Jason Gardner 
 

*HOLY GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                   “Alleluia, Alleluia ...”          ELW p. 124                

*GOSPEL READING  P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord    Matthew 5:21-37  

  P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
SERMON  Pastor William Hollar 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY    “O God of Love, O King of Peace” ELW #749 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED    ELW p. 127  
 

*INTERCESSORY PRAYER     A: Hear us O God. C: Your mercy is great                                      Jason Gardner 
  

MEAL 
 

THE OFFERING / OFFERTORY                 “There Is a Balm in Gilead”       Emily Schuttenberg
  

*OFFERING PRESENTATION/RESPONSE     “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”           ELW #182 
     

*OFFERTORY PRAYER                       Jason Gardner 
     A:   God of wonder, you formed us in our mother’s womb, and from mother earth you bring forth this bread 

 and wine. We place them on your table, together with our lives and all that you have made. Open the 
 heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. We wait for your mercy; we long for your peace; we hunger and 
 thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life. C: Amen.  

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-2-16/0#


 

 

*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V   ELW p. 65-66 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as in   
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION 
     Holy Communion Invitation: We welcome all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
     Communion is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If   
     unable to come forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are 
     welcome to commune. 

AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)  ELW p. 135 

     Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of   
the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN   “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” ELW #484 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

         After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words: 
 P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER Jason Gardner 
     A: Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the gift of salvation. Now 

          send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your goodness and share the hope that is ours in 

          Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 
 

*BLESSING  P: Almighty God, Father... now and forever. C: Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN                               “O God of Every Nation”                                      ELW# 713 
 

*DISMISSAL      P: Our Worship has ended... Go in peace. Let your light shine. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                Emily Schuttenberg 
++++ 

 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN BY JEAN CLONINGER, TIFFANY & QUENTIN CAUDILL, JEROME CLONINGER AND 
FAMILY TO THE GLORY OF GOD and in loving memory of my husband Glenn Cloninger, Jr. on his birthday today.  

 

LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: Pastor William Hollar Assisting Minister: Jason Gardner  
Communion Assistants: Kermit Nash, Zach Gardner Acolyte: Quentin Caudill 

Organist: Emily Schuttenberg Altar Guild: Rebecca Haddock, Jackie Devlin, David & Lisa Tucker  
 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 3216 W. Main Street, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610 (www.smarklc.org) 
Office Hours: Mon—Thu, 8:30—4pm; Fri, 8:30—12:30pm (828-459-2161 or secretary@smarklc.org or) 



 

 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

The First lesson is from Deuteronomy the 30th Chapter 

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your 

God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, 

decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you 

are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and 

serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 

enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you, life and death, blessings 

and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast 

to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your 

ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

A: This is the Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God. 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

The Second lesson is from 1st Corinthians the 3rd Chapter 

And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the flesh, as infants in 

Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, for you are 

still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarrelling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according 

to human inclinations? For when one says, ‘I belong to Paul’, and another, ‘I belong to Apollos’, are you not merely human?

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, 

Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God 

who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages 

according to the labor of each. For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

A: This is the Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God. 

Matthew 5:21-37 

‘You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not murder”; and “whoever murders shall be liable to 

judgement.” But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgement; and if you insult a 

brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, “You fool”, you will be liable to the hell of fire. So when you 

are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift 

there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms 

quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and 

the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last 

penny. 

‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with 

lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it 

is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes 

you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into 

hell. 

‘It was also said, “Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.” But I say to you that anyone who 

divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced 

woman commits adultery. 

‘Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you 

have made to the Lord.” But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, 

for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make 

one hair white or black. Let your word be “Yes, Yes” or “No, No”; anything more than this comes from the evil one. 


