St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

INTRODUCTION
Though the word “trinity”
is not found in the
scriptures, today’s second
reading includes the
apostolic greeting that
begins the liturgy: “The
grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with all
of you.”

HOLY TRINITY

In the gospel, Jesus sends
his disciples forth to
baptize in the name of the
Father, and the Son, and
the Holy Spirit.
More than a doctrine,
the Trinity expresses the
heart of our faith: we
experience the God of
creation, we know Jesus
Christ and his benefits for
us, and we have received
the power and presence
of the Holy Spirit.

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
HOMECOMING SUNDAY
JUNE 11, 2017

We celebrate the mystery
of the Holy Trinity in Word
and Sacrament, as we
profess the creed, and as
we are sent into the world
to bear witness.

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
HOMECOMING SUNDAY
Holy Trinity
*Please stand if able

10:00 a.m.
(ELW—Red Book)

June 11, 2017
P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation

GATHERING
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

“People Get Ready”
“Go Down Moses”
Praise Team / Solo, Tim Carpenter

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*GATHERING HYMN

Lyrics p. 4
Lyrics p. 4
Rev. Gary Haddock

“The Church’s One Foundation”

Lyrics, p. 4

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. C: Amen.
P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Eternal God our creator,
C: In you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands.
Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.
By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us.
In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake,
God ☩ forgives you all your sins. C: Amen.
*THE PEACE

“Shake Another Hand”
P: The peace of the Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

Children’s Choir (p. 5)

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
ELW p. 120
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
ELW p. 37
P: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power,
majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your
presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON
HANDBELLS
LESSONS
*THE GOSPEL READING

Rev. Josh Tucker
“Jesus Loves Me”
Genesis 1:1--2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
P: The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY
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Handbell Choir
Linda Hewitt
Matthew 28:16-20

Rev. Josh Tucker

“I Love to Tell the Story”

Lyrics, p. 5

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*INTERCESSORY PRAYER

A: Lord, in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

Linda Hewitt

MEAL
THE OFFERING / OFFERTORY SONG
“Let’s Have Some Old Time Religion”
Lyrics p. 5
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY
“Doxology”
ELW #884
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Linda Hewitt
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING / PREFACE
Projected / ELW p. 129-130
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
*SANCTUS
Projected / ELW p. 130
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord … C: Amen.
ELW p. 65-66
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Traditional
ELW p. 13
The congregation sits. The following is sung: “Worthy Is the Lamb”
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns, You reign victorious.
High and lifted up, Jesus Son of God, The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3x)
DISTRIBUTION The congregation communes.
COMMUNION MUSIC
“Wade in the Water” and “Wayfaring Stranger”
Praise Team (p. 6)
*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen.
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Linda Hewitt
*SENDING HYMN
“How Great Thou Art”
Lyrics p. 7
*BLESSING
P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of
faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.
TRIO
“Down to the River to Pray”
Lyrics p. 7
Tim Carpenter, Allyson Sestric, Carol Schaefer
*BLESSING FOR THE MEAL
*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Praise Team
+++
THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in honor of Nicky and Evelyn Setzer on their 25th
Wedding anniversary on June 13.
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TODAY’S MUSIC
"People Get Ready"
Chorus
People get ready, there's a train it's coming
You don't need no baggage, you just get on board
All you need is faith to hear the diesels humming
Don't need no ticket no, you just thank the Lord
Verse 1
People get ready for the train to Jordan
Picking up passengers from coast to coast
Faith is the key, open the doors for boarding
There's room for all, for them that love Him most
Verse 2
There ain't no room for the hopeless sinner
Who would hurt all mankind just to save his own
Have pity on those whose chances are thinner
'Cause there's no hiding place
From the Kingdom's throne

“The Church's Foundation”
Verse 1
The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is her new creation by water and the word,
From heav'n he came and sought her to be
His holy bride; with his own blood he bought her,
And for her life he died.
Verse 2
Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth
Her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses with ev'ry grace endued.
Verse 3
Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her
Oppressed, by schisms rent asunder, by heresies
Distressed, yet saints their watch are keeping;
Their cry goes up: "How long?" and soon the night of
Weeping shall be the morn of song.

Chorus
+++

"Go Down Moses"
Verse 1 (solo)
When Israel was in Egypt's land, let my people go.
Oppresses so hard they could not stand,
Let my people go.
Chorus
Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt's land.
Tell old Pharaoh, let my people go.
Verse 2 (solo)
So Moses went to Egypt land, let my people go.
He made old Pharaoh understand,
Let my people go.
Chorus
Verse 3 (solo)
Thus spoke the Lord, bold Moses said,
Let my people go.
If not I'll smite, your firstborns dead,
Let my people go.
Chorus
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Verse 4
Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forever more,
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
And the great church victorious
Shall be the church of rest.
Verse 5
Yet she on earth has union with God,
The Three in One, and mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won,
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!
Lord, save us by your grace,
That we, like saints before us,
May see you face to face.

TODAY’S MUSIC
“Shake Another Hand”
Verse 1
Shake another hand, shake a hand next to you.
Shake another hand and sing this song.
Shake another hand, shake a hand next to you.
Shake another hand and sing.
Chorus
Sing this song,
Al-la,la,la,la,la,la,leluia, Al, la,la,la,la,la,la,la,le, lu,
Al,la,la,la,la,la,la,la,le,luia. Al,la,la,la,la,la,la, Alleluia.

Verse 2
Clap another hand, clap a hand next to you.
Clap another hand and sing this song.
Clap another hand, clap a hand next to you.
Clap another hand and sing.
Chorus

+++
“I Love to Tell the Story”
Verse 1
I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love
I love to tell the story, because I know it's true;
It satisfies my longings as nothing else would do.
Refrain
I love to tell the story; 'twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.
Verse 2
I love to tell the story; how pleasant to repeat
What seems each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard
The message of salvation from God's own holy word.
Refrain
Verse 3
I love to tell the story, for those who know it best
Seems hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest,
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song,
I'll sing the old, old story that I have loved so long.
Refrain

"Let's Have Some Old Time Religion"
Let’s have some old-time religion
In an old-fashioned way,
With some good old gospel singing;
We’ll be singing all the day.
We’ll have an old time revival
And we’ll hear the old, old song;
Give me that good old time religion,
Give me an old fashioned song!
Give me that old-time religion,
Give me that old-time religion,
Give me that old-time religion,
it’s good enough for me.
Precious memories, how they linger,
How they ever flood my soul.
In the stillness of the midnight,
Precious, sacred scenes unfold.
(Men)
I am weak but thou art strong;
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I’ll be satisfied as long as I walk,
let me walk close to thee.
(All)
Just a closer walk with Thee, Grant it,
Jesus, is my plea. Daily walking close to Thee,
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be!
I have found a friend in Jesus, He’s everything to me,
He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul;
He’s the Lily of the Valley, the Bright and Morning Star,
He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul.
Some glad morning when this life is over, I’ll fly away,
To a home on God’s celestial shore, I’ll fly away.
I’ll fly away, O glory, I’ll fly away, In the morning.
When I die, hallelujah, by and by, I’ll fly away.
Let’s have some old time religion
In an old fashioned way;
With some good old gospel singing,
We’ll be singing all the day.
We’ll have an old time revival
And we’ll hear the old, old song!
Give me that old time religion,
Give me that old time religion,
Give me that good old fashioned song!
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TODAY’S MUSIC
"Wade in the Water"

"Wayfaring Stranger"

Chorus
Wade in the water,
Wade in the water, children
Wade in the water,
God's gonna trouble the water

Verse 1
I am a poor wayfaring stranger,
While journeying through this world of woe,
Yeah, and there's no sickness, toil nor danger,
In that bright land, to which I go.

Verse 1 (solo)
Who's that yonder dressed in red
Wade in the water
Must be the children that Moses led
God's gonna trouble the water

Chorus
I'm going there to see my Father,
I'm going there, no more to roam,
I'm only go, going over Jordan,
I'm only go, going over home.

Chorus

Verse 2
I know dark clouds, will gather on me,
I know my way, my way is rough and steep,
Yeah, and beautiful fields, lie just before me,
And God's redeemed their vigils keep.

Verse 2 (solo)
Who's that yonder dressed in white
Wade in the water
Must be the children of the Israelite
God's gonna trouble the water
Chorus

Verse 3 (solo)
Who's that yonder dressed in blue
Wade in the water
Must be the children that's coming through
God's gonna trouble the Water

Chorus
I'm going there to see my Father,
I'm going there, no more to roam,
I'm only go, going over Jordan,
I'm only go, going over home.

Chorus

Chorus 2
I'm going there to see my Mother,
I'm going there, no more to roam,
I'm only go, going over Jordan,
I'm only go, going over home.

Verse 4 (solo)
If you don't believe I've been redeemed
Wade in the water
Just see the Holy Ghost looking for me
God's gonna trouble the water

Verse 3
I want to wear, that crown of glory,
When I get home, to that good land,
Well, I want to shout, salvation's story,
In concert with, all the blood-washed band.

Chorus

Chorus 3
I'm going there to see my Saviour,
I'm going there, No more to roam,
I'm only go, going over Jordan,
I'm only go, going over home
Ending
We'll I'm only going over Jordan
I'm only going over home.
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TODAY’S MUSIC
“How Great Thou Art”

"Down to the River to Pray"

Verse 1
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;

Chorus 1
As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good old way
And who shall wear the starry crown
Good Lord show me the way

Refrain
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!

Oh sisters let's go down,
Let's go down come on down
Oh sisters let's go down,
Down in the river to pray

Verse 2
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;
Refrain
Verse 3
But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin;
Refrain
Verse 4
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim, "My God, how great thou art!"

Chorus 2
As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good old way
And who shall wear the robe and crown
Good Lord show me the way
Oh brothers let's go down,
Let's go down come on down
Oh brothers let's go down,
Down in the river to pray

Chorus 3
As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good old way
And who shall wear the robe and crown
Good Lord show me the way
Oh fathers let's go down,
Let's go down come on down
Oh fathers, let's go down,
Down in the river to pray.

Refrain
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ST. MARK’S PASTORS (1887—2017)
Today’s Guest Pastor
Native son, Joshua Tucker is pastor of partner congregations, Crossroads Lutheran and Amazing
Grace Lutheran. Prior to this call, he served at St. Matthews Lutheran Church in Kings Mountain.
Josh also served as vicar at Crossroads and Amazing Grace before returning to Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Columbia to earn his Master of Divinity degree in May 2013. Josh is
married to Kristi Tucker. They have one daughter. He is the son of Keith and Susan Tucker.
Welcome home!

St. Mark’s Current Pastor
Pastor Gary was ordained in 1982 in the NC Synod, and is a native of Fayetteville, NC., Pastor
Gary began his ministry with us in December of 2008. He has served congregations in North
Carolina and Western Pennsylvania, and served as a pastoral therapist with Lutheran
organizations. He is a certified Healthy Congregations Consultant, and certified Bridgebuilder to
assist congregations to understand and to manage emotional processes and conflict.

Dr. Gary S.
Haddock
2008–Present

Rev. Oscar
Branschweig
1922-1928

Rev. Luther M.
Hunt
1887-1891
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Pastor Gary is a Campbell University graduate (B.A.), Yale University Divinity School graduate
(M.A.R.; M.Div.), Duquesne University graduate (M.A.; PhD), and a Pittsburgh Pastoral Institute
graduate (Certificate in Pastoral Therapy).
He is married to Rebecca, whom he married in 1975. They have three children, who have blessed
them with four grandchildren.

Dr. Lawrence W.
Miller
1928-1959

Rev. James H.
Rexrode
1892-1899

Rev. Stanley L.
Stiver, Jr
1959-1990

Rev. David P.
Nelson
1991-1997

Rev. Scott H.
Bollinger
1998– 2007

Rev. J. H. W.
Hoerr
1899-1910

Rev R. M.
Carpenter
1910-1916

Rev. John C.
Koepplin
1917-1922

BEGINNINGS OF ST. MARK’S

On June 13, 1887, Rev. Luther Melanchthon Hunt presided and preached at the first worship service held outside
amidst a grove of pine and oak trees on the first Sunday after the Trinity. The stumps of some of the trees that had
been cut down served as the foundation for seating as planks were laid across them. The practice of gathering outside
for worship and Sunday School during the summer months was common. During the winter months the community
gathered for worship and Sunday School at the home of James W. Sigmon. On those occasions, Pastor Hunt would
stand in the hallway between the living and dining room to share the Word of God. This building was located where
Connor Management now exists today.
Pastor Luther M. Hunt, son of the Rev. George L. Hunt, was largely responsible for the affiliation with the Lutheran
group of churches of the Ohio Synod and Other States. On graduation from Capital University and Seminary in
Columbus, Ohio, he received two Calls: one to South Fork Charge, West Virginia; and, the other — a three congregation
combined Call from Millers, St. John's and St. Paul's in North Carolina. On accepting the latter Call he moved to the
area, and also would come to serve the community that took the name St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
founded by those listed on the Charter Member Bell Marker in front of the church.
A grove of trees, stumps, planks, narrow hallways and split seating in different rooms would work for a time, but as the
congregation continued to gather and grow a more permanent place was needed. Sometime between 1887 and 1892 the
congregation purchased a lot from Adolpheus and Polly Sigmon and their son and his wife, James W. and Pauline
Sigmon for the price of $50.00. The dimensions of the lot were 88 poles or 1452 feet. The property started at the stone
marker at Little Ferry Road and adjoined the property of H. J. Sigmon and J. H. Moser's property, and the property
of George Yount and Silas Wyke.
With property in hand, the congregation set about building a church and furnishing it. Members donated the lumber
and labor to build the first church building including pews and altar furnishings. The result was a solidly built,
quaint white framed building. As was the custom of the time, men would sit on the right side and women would sit
on the left side of the church.
In late 1891, Pastor Hunt departed as he accepted a Call to a congregation in Thornville, Ohio. The congregation
then made plans to call their first full time pastor. St. Mark’s extended a call to James H. Rexrode, a young man and
recent graduate of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Seminary in Hickory, NC which he accepted and then was installed
as the first full time pastor on May 22, 1892. He was installed by Professor H. K. G. Doermann and Professor W. E.
Tressell, both from the seminary. He served until he departed in 1899 with a brief interruption in service in 1895 due to
a difficult period of discernment regarding staying on or accepting a call elsewhere.
The first officers of the congregation were listed in the church record books by the Pastor in 1892. They were: Elders,
Henry Lanson Sigmon, Jonas T. Sigmon and Robert P. Hollar; secretary, John D. Kelly and treasurer, Calvin A. Sigmon.
The earliest Sunday School record book dates back to 1896. The average attendance was 27. Secretary-treasurer of the
Sunday School at that time was Mrs. Pauline Sigmon. The earliest list of Sunday School officers found was for the
reorganization of the Sunday School on March 25, 1899. They were: Assistant Sunday School Superintendent, Jonas T.
Sigmon; second assistant Sunday School Superintendent, Robert P. Hollar; secretary-treasurer Marie Gobel; organist,
Mrs. Robert P. (Jennie Deal) Hollar; assistant organist, Mrs. Thomas B. (Cordia Sigmon) Little.
In 1901, three acres were purchased for the cemetery. In 1924, the second church was built of Gothic design using
75,000 bricks. This structure was destroyed by fire on Christmas night in 1929. Within six months, the present day
church was rebuilt.
In 1943, an additional 4.6 acres were purchased in order to build the Parish Hall and the parking lot. The Family Life
Center was dedicated in 2000.
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CHARTER MEMBER BELL MARKER DEDICATION WAS SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2016

Last June, we dedicated the Charter Member Marker adjacent to the Church Bell at the front of the church. St. Mark’s
was founded on June 13, 1887, near the spot where the marker was placed. Those we remember as charter members
are:
Polly Huffman Berry
David F. & Delila Longcrier Deal
John F & Laura Gibson Deal
J Henry & Callie Hollar Frazier
Minnie Travis Hamilton
Alfred & Ruanna Mingus Hollar
George W. S. Hollar
Henry Lee Hollar
Robert P & Jennie Deal Hollar
Martha Hollar Howard
David & Jemima Shook Huffman
Harriet F Huffman
William C Huffman
John D. & Arabella Pope Kelly
Esther F. Mingus
John F. Mingus
Margaret Hagen Mingus
Miles H. & Candace Herman Mingus
Sidney A. Mingus
Elizabeth C. Sigmon Pope
Henderson P. & Elizabeth Pope

Joanna Douglas Price
Emeline Huffman Shook
David F. Shook
Adolphus E. & Malinda Sigmon
Calvin A. Sigmon
Henry J. Sigmon
Henry L. & Mahala Shook Sigmon
Henry P. & Ellen Mingus Sigmon
James W. Sigmon
Jonas T. & Ellen Smith Sigmon
Sidney W. & Catherine Deal Sigmon
Carlos H. & Betty Hollar Sipe
Carm Sipe
Dorcas Sipe
Lavina Hollar Sipe
Darius & Rebecca Sipe
William & Elizabeth Travis
Robert E Trexler
Robert A. Yount
Rev. Luther M. Hunt

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church (1892-1924)
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Charter Member Bell Marker

LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock
Preacher: Rev. Joshua Tucker
Assisting Minister: Linda Hewitt
Acolyte: Ethan Campbell
Communion Assistants: Tanya & Greg Stephenson
Director of Music, Organist & Keyboard: Myra Long
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Ethan Campbell, Joseph Carpenter, Carol Schaefer
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin, Guitar; Mark Mashburn, Gary Stilner: Guitar; Aaron Carpenter: Drums
Deacons: Kerri Nash, Terry Hefner
Altar Guild: Carol Hollar, Hilda Deal, Dotty Isenhour, Kathy Ray
Tabulators: Hilka Cox, Sue Karen Falls, Celia Hollar, Nicky Setzer
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Colton Ignoffo,
Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner
+++
Contact Information
St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3216 W. Main St, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610 (828-459-2161)
Office: Monday—Thursday, 8:30—4pm; Friday, 8:30—12:30pm (karen@smarklc.org or lisa@smarklc.org)
Social Media: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…Claremont NC; Stmarksclaremc; www.smarklc.org
+++
Used by Permission
Scripture: NRSV Holy Bible. Liturgy: Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2008 Augsburg Fortress. Lessons: Words for
Worship 2010, ©2009 Augsburg Fortress. Songs: CCLI License. Bulletin Cover: Church Art Online.
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GENESIS 1:1--2:4A

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the
face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and
there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So, God
made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And
it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it
was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it
was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on
earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of
every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs
and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And
it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and
the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and
to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning,
the fourth day.
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome
of the sky.” So, God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and
there was morning, the fifth day. . . (projected)
PSALM 8
O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! —you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the
mouths of infants and children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. When I
consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, what are mere
mortals that you should be mindful of them, human beings that you should care for them? Yet you have made them
little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown them. You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet: all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, the birds of the air, the
fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth!
2 CORINTHIANS 13:11-13
[Paul writes:] Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another,
live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet
you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
MATTHEW 28:16-20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they
worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with
you always, to the end of the age.”
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