
  

 

St. Mark’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

GOOD FRIDAY 

A Service of Gathering Darkness 

THE SERVICE  
OF TENEBRAE 
 
The word “Tenebrae” 
comes from the Latin word 
meaning “darkness.” The 
Tenebrae is an ancient 
Christian Good Friday 
Service that makes use of 
gradually diminishing light 
through the extinguishing 
of candles. The flow and 
steps of Tenebrae 
symbolize the events of 
Holy Week from the 
triumphant Palm Sunday 
entry through Jesus’  
burial. The gradually 
increasing darkness 
symbolizes the 
approaching darkness of 
Jesus suffering.  
 
The service concludes in 
darkness with the Paschal 
Candle carried out of the 
sanctuary, symbolizing the 
death of Jesus. A loud 
noise is made to symbolize 
the closing of Jesus’ tomb. 
After the service you may 
leave or remain in silence 
to meditate on Christ’s 
death. 
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ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

  Good Friday: A Service of Gathering Darkness  
 
*Please stand if able   P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation  ELW (red book) 
 

GATHERING 
 

Please gather in silent prayer at the beginning of the service. In keeping with the somber mood,  
the organ will be used only for the hymns. The congregation remains seated for most of this service. 
 
GATHERING MUSIC   
 

TRINITARIAN INVOCATION 
 

*P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

“For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty 
that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and 
rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their 
faces he was despised, and we held him of no account. Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our 
diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, crushed for our inequities; upon him the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises 
we are healed.”  (Isaiah 53:2-5) 
 
*HYMN “Go to Dark Gethsemane”  ELW #347 (vs. 1) 
 

Verse 1  
 Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter's pow'r; your Redeemer's conflict see. 
 Watch with him one bitter hour; turn not from his griefs away; learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 

 
*KYRIE 

P:  Lord, have mercy. C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Christ, have mercy.  C:  Christ, have mercy. 
P:  Lord, have mercy.  C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who 
now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The congregation is seated. 
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HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This”  ELW #666 (vs. 1, 2) 
 

Verse 1  
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul,  
For my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

Verse 2 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, When I was sinking down, sinking down,  
When I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul,  
For my soul, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

 

THE FIRST SHADOW: THE DARKNESS OF BETRAYAL  Matthew 26:20-25 
“When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they were eating, he said, ‘Truly I tell you, 
one of you will betray me.’ And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, 
‘Surely not I, Lord?’ He answered, ‘The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 
The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It 
would have been better for that one not to have been born.’ Judas, who betrayed him, said, ‘Surely not I, 
Rabbi?’ He replied, ‘You have said so.’” 
 
HYMN “Ah, Holy Jesus”  ELW #349 (vs. 1, 2) 
 

Verse 1 
Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?  
By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted.  
 

Verse 2 
Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  
'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  I crucified thee.  

 
The first candle is extinguished — Silence for reflection 

 
P:  Let us pray. O most gracious Heavenly Father, you call us to keep, through faith, the covenant made 

through your Son. Even now, we confess our own betrayal of whom you have called us to be, and our 
betrayal of the ways you have called us to live and serve. Help us by faith to cling to your Son, Jesus 
Christ, and in spite of our betrayal, continue to keep faith with us through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
THE SECOND SHADOW: THE DARKNESS OF FALSE PROMISES  Matthew 26:31-35 

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, “I will strike 
the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” Peter said to him, ‘Though all become deserters 
because of you, I will never desert you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times.’ Peter said to him, ‘Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.’ 
And so said all the disciples.” 
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HYMN  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  ELW #759 (vs. 1, 2, 3) 
 

Verse 1 
My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! 
Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away, oh, let me from this day be wholly thine! 
 

Verse 2 
May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire; 
As thou hast died for me, oh, may my love to thee pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire! 
 

Verse 3 
While life's dark maze I tread and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow's tears away, nor let me ever stray from thee aside. 

 
The second candle is extinguished — Silence for reflection  

 
P:  Let us pray.  O most holy and merciful Father, who calls us to faithfulness through your Son, we, like 

your disciples, often desert you and your purpose for our lives.  Help us to love you, and you alone 
with purity of heart, that we might follow the example of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
THE THIRD SHADOW: THE DARKNESS OF DESIRE   Mark 14:32-42 

“They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ He took with 
him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to them, ‘I am deeply 
grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself on the 
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, ‘Abba, Father, for you all 
things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.’ He came and found 
them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep 
awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.’ And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And once more he came and found 
them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He came a third 
time and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us go. See, my betrayer is at hand.’” 
 
HYMN  “Ah, Holy Jesus”  ELW #349 (vs. 3) 
 

Verse 3 
Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; the slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered;  
For our atonement, while we nothing heeded, God interceded.  

 
The third candle is extinguished — Silence for reflection 

 
P:  Let us pray.  O most loving and kind Father, on this night you bid us to watch and wait with your Son. 

Awaken our hearts and minds, strengthen our faith, sharpen our attention, help us to trust and follow 
Him where He leads - Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
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THE FOURTH SHADOW: THE DARKNESS OF MISUNDERSTANDING   Matthew 26:47-56 

“While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and 
clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, 
‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.’  
 
At once he came up to Jesus and said, ‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what 
you are here to do.’ Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with 
Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus 
said to him, ‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.  
 
Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of 
angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?’ At that hour 
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? 
Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the 
scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.” 
 
HYMN  “Ah, Holy Jesus”  ELW #349 (vs. 4, 5) 
 

Verse 4 
For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation; 
Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, for my salvation. 
 

Verse 5 
Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee; 
Think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, not my deserving. 

 
The fourth candle is extinguished — Silence for reflection 

 
P:  Let us pray. O most comforting and confident Father, you want us to give thanks for all things, to fear 

nothing except losing you, to lay all our concerns upon you, and to trust your care for us. Protect us 
from faithless fears and worldly anxieties, and grant that no clouds in this mortal life may hide us 
from the light of your immortal love shown to us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

THE FIFTH SHADOW: THE DARKNESS OF POWERLESSNESS  Matthew 27:11-31 
“Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus 
said, ‘You say so.’ But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate 
said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?’ But he gave him no answer, not 
even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.  
 
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they 
wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate 
said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ 
For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have 
suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.’ Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, ‘Which of the two do 
you want me to release for you?’ And they said, ‘Barabbas.’ 
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Pilate said to them, ‘Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be 
crucified!’ Then he asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be crucified!’ 
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’ Then the 
people as a whole answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ So he released Barabbas for them; and 
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.  

 
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole 
cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a 
crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, 
saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After 
mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to 
crucify him.” 
 
HYMN  “Go To Dark Gethsemane”   ELW #347 (vs. 2, 3) 
 

Verse 2 
 Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned; oh, the wormwood and the gall! 
 Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; learn from him to bear the cross. 
 

Verse 3 
 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at his feet, mark that miracle of time, 
 God's own sacrifice complete. "It is finished!" hear him cry; learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

 
The fifth candle is extinguished — Silence for reflection 

 
P:  Let us pray. O, most holy, majestic and hidden Father, you are shrouded in splendor and mystery. Your 

ways are not our ways, and your purposes are not our purposes. Help us as we ponder you sending 
your Son into the world to suffer and die, and that we may believe and trust in all that you have done 
for us in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE SIXTH SHADOW: THE DARKNESS OF DENIAL  Mark 14:66-72 

“While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. When she saw 
Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.’ But he 
denied it, saying, ‘I do not know or understand what you are talking about.’ And he went out into the 
forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, 
‘This man is one of them.’ But again he denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, 
‘Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.’ But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not 
know this man you are talking about.’ At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter 
remembered that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.’ And he 
broke down and wept.” 
 



7 

 

HYMN  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”  ELW #324 (vs. 1, 2) 
 

Verse 1 
In the cross of Christ I glory, tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 
All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 
 

Verse 2 
When the woes of life o'ertake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 
The sixth candle is extinguished — Silence for reflection 

 
P:  Let us pray. O most patient and forbearing Father, we often fail to confess you before others. We are 

anxious about the cost of following you in the way of the cross. Embolden us by your Spirit to 
proclaim you in all that we think, say, and do—thus confessing that we are wholly yours, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
THE SEVENTH SHADOW: THE DARKNESS OF HATRED  Matthew 27:33-44 

“And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to 
drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they 
divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 
Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ Then two 
bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.  
 
Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘You who would destroy the temple and 
build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.’ In the same way 
the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, ‘He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in 
him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, “I am God’s Son.”’ The bandits who 
were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.” 
 
HYMN  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”   ELW #351 (vs. 1, 2) 

 

Verse 1 
O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down,  
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown;  
O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
 

Verse 2 
How pale thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn; 
How does thy face now languish, which once was bright as morn! 
Thy grief and bitter passion were all for sinners' gain; 
Mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. 

 
The seventh candle is extinguished — Silence for reflection 
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P:  Let us pray. O most comforting and giving Father, we are in awe and wonder, as we consider the 
height and depth of your love, to the point of your Son suffering at the hands of men, and bearing the 
cross for us. We adore you, for he did what we could not do for ourselves: He bore the cross to 
reconcile us to you, and to bring us new life. Continue to draw us closer to you as we ponder and 
cherish the cross, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

*THE EIGHTH SHADOW: THE DARKNESS OF THE CROSS  Luke 23:44-46 
“It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, while the sun’s 
light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, 
into your hands I commend my spirit.’ Having said this, he breathed his last.” 
 
HYMN  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”   ELW #351 (vs. 3, 4) 
 

Verse 3 
What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend,  
For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? 
Oh, make me thine forever, and should I fainting be,  
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee. 
 

Verse 4 
Lord, be my consolation; shield me when I must die;  
Remind me of thy passion when my last hour draws nigh. 
These eyes, new faith receiving, from thee shall never move;  
For all who die believing die safely in thy love. 

 
The Christ Candle is removed, followed by silence for reflection.  

A loud noise will be sounded and the Christ Candle returned to its stand. 
 

P:  Let us pray. O most holy and merciful Father, we treasure your Son's complete surrender to you in 
death, by which he accomplished your will for us. We know Him as one with us in life and death; He 
bore the consequences of sin; He experienced the mortality of frail flesh; He subjected himself to the 
sinister wiles of evil. Help us to wholly surrender our lives to you in both our living and in our dying, 
that we like Him, may trust in you and in your mercy, that your will may be accomplished in us, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

THE FINAL READING   John 19:38-42 
“After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear 
of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and 
removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the 
spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where 
he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, 
because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.” 
 
SOLO  “Were You There?” 
 

You may remain in the semi-darkness for prayer as long as you like. Please leave in silence. 
 

Bulletin Cover Art: Photo of painting “The Crucifixion” by Bartolomé Estebán Murillo  


