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INTRODUCTION 
 

Today Isaiah prophesies 

that a young woman will 

bear a son and name him 

Emmanuel. The gospel is 

Matthew’s account of the 

annunciation and birth of 

the one named 

Emmanuel, God-with-us. 

During these final days of 

Advent we pray, “O come, 

O come, Emmanuel,” a 

beloved hymn based on 

ancient prayers appointed 

for the seven days 

preceding Christmas. On 

this final Sunday in Advent 

we prepare to celebrate 

the birth of the one born 

to save us from the power 

of sin and death. 

http://www.stmarksclaremont.org


ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 10:30 am  December 18, 2016 
 

*Please stand if able  Please turn off all electronic devices  (ELW—red book; WOV—blue book) 
 

GATHERING 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Gary Haddock 

*Lighting of Advent Candle  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verse 8) #257 

*Confession and Forgiveness   In the name of the Father... ELW p. 116-118 
*Sharing the Peace  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

*Gathering Hymn  “Savior of the Nations, Come” #263 

*Apostolic Greeting  ELW p. 120 

*Kyrie ELW p. 120-121 

*Prayer of the Day ELW p. 19 

Chancel Choir Anthem “The Magnificat”   
 

WORD 
 

Children's Sermon Rev. Paul Christ 

Lessons Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7  

*The Holy Gospel Acclamation  "Alleluia, Alleluia, …”  ELW p. 124 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

*The Gospel Reading  P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  Matthew 1:18-25 
The Sermon Rev. Paul Christ 
*Hymn of the Day  “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” #251 
Service of Holy Baptism  Adelyn Rose Caldwell  ELW p. 227 
*Intercessory  Prayer  A: Let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God. Ginger Carpenter  
 

MEAL 
 

The Offering  
*Offering Presentation / Response "Doxology" #884 
*Offertory Prayer A: Let us pray... Ginger Carpenter 
*The Eucharistic Prayer V  ELW p. 65-66 
*The Lord's Prayer Traditional ELW p. 134 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) ELW p. 135 
Distribution Hymn “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #279 
*Post Communion Blessing  Rev. Gary Haddock 
*Post Communion Prayer   A: Let us pray… Ginger Carpenter 
 

SENDING 
 

*The Benediction P: The Lord bless... and give you peace.  C: Amen. ELW p. 136 
*Sending Hymn  “Blessed Be the God of Israel” #250 
Dismissal    P: Go in peace.  Share the Good News.  C: Thanks be to God. ELW p. 137 

 
+ + + 

 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in memory of Renee Hedrick by Gloria and Mona 
Sigmon and family. 
 

The wreath on the baptismal font is the given to the glory of God and honor of the baptism of Adelyn Rose 
Caldwell by her grandparents, Linda and Benny Lytton. 



ISAIAH 7:10-16 
 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But 
Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! 
Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore, the Lord himself will give you 
a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat 
curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be 
deserted.” 
 

PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 
 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;  
Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.  
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us. 
Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
O Lord God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 
Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 

ROMANS 1:1-7 
 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including 
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, to all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

MATTHEW 1:18-25 
 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took 
place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is 
with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 
wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 



LITURGY - WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock 

Preacher: Rev. Paul Christ 

Assisting Minister: Ginger Carpenter  

Communion Assistants: Kelly Nash, Zach Gardner 

Acolyte: Korbin Nash 

Chancel Choir Director / Organist / Handbell Choir Director:  Myra Long 

Tech Team: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner 

Sound Technicians: Randy Sherrill, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 

Deacons:  Teresa Rozzelle, Terry Hefner 

Altar Guild: Dotty and Ken Isenhour 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
 2016 2017  2018 

Aaron Carpenter Teresa Rozzelle Terry Hefner 
Bill Dotson Michael Korn Scott Ramsey 
Rocky Miller Cathy Sigmon Carol Schaefer 
Melanie Sigmon Kerri Nash Nicky Setzer 

RESERVE A SUNDAY FOR ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

A very special thank you to Maebelle Sigmon for being 

the Altar Flower 

coordinator for the last 

six years! 
 

Please contact the 

church office to reserve 

flowers and provide the 

dedication for the 

bulletin (828-459-2161 or 

churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org). The cost of 

flowers is $54.  

PASTORAL AND STEPHEN MINISTER VISITATION 
 

If you know of someone in our congregation who 

needs a visit, please 

call the church office 

(828) 459-2161.  
 

You may also contact 

Pastor Gary (828) 

781-3060 or Pastor 

Paul (828) 409-4681.  
 

To speak with a  Stephen Minister, contact Rocky 

Miller (828) 459-1219 or Chris Cloninger (828) 

464-1057. 

“THE MAGNIFICAT” 
 

The Magnificat, taken from Luke’s Gospel (1:46-55), is the Blessed Virgin Mary’s hymn of praise to the Lord. 
It is also known as the Canticle of Mary in the Liturgy of the Hours, a special collection of scripture readings, 
psalms, and hymns that constitute what is known as the prayer of the church.  
 

Although the Magnificat has had numerous musical settings from such composers as Palestrina, Bach and 
Mozart, it can be recited as well as sung. Its name comes from the first line of its text in Latin (“Magnificat 
anima mea Dominum”). Mary proclaims the Lord’s greatness with characteristic humility and grace here. 


