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TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

INTRODUCTION 
 

As we celebrate the 

Twelve Days of 

Christmas, our gospel 

today confronts us 

with the death of 

innocent children at 

the hands of Herod. 

The birth of Christ 

does not remove the 

power of evil from 

our world, but its light 

gives us hope as we 

walk with all the “holy 

innocents” of past 

generations and 

today who have 

suffered unjustly. In 

our gathering around 

word and meal, God 

continues to redeem 

us, lift us up, and 

carry us as in days of 

old.  



ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

First Sunday of Christmas 10:30 am  January 1, 2017 
 
*Please stand if able   (ELW—red book) Turn off all electronic devices 

 
GATHERING 

 

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Paul Christ 

*Confession and Forgiveness   In the name of the Father... ELW p. 116-118 
*Sharing the Peace   

 P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

*Gathering Hymn  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #270 

*Apostolic Greeting  ELW p. 120 

*Prayer of the Day ELW p. 20 

 
WORD 

 

Children's Sermon Rev. Paul Christ 

Lessons Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18 

*The Holy Gospel Acclamation  "Alleluia, Alleluia, …”  ELW p. 124 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

*The Gospel Reading  P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  Matthew 2:13-23 
The Sermon Rev. Paul Christ 
*Hymn of the Day  “On this Day of Celebration” back page 
*Intercessory  Prayer  A: Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer. Rona Saunders  
 

MEAL 
 

The Offering  
*Offering Presentation / Response "Doxology"  #884 
*Offertory Prayer A: Let us pray... Rona Saunders 
*The Eucharistic Prayer V  ELW p. 65-66 
*The Lord's Prayer Traditional ELW p. 134 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) ELW p. 135 
Distribution Hymn “Away in a Manger” #277 
*Post Communion Blessing  Rev. Paul Christ 
*Post Communion Prayer   A: Let us pray… Rona Saunders 
 

SENDING 
 

*The Benediction P: The Lord bless... and give you peace.  C: Amen. ELW p. 136 
*Sending Hymn  “Joy to the World”  #267 
Dismissal    P: Go in peace.  Share the Good News.  C: Thanks be to God. ELW p. 137 

 
+ + + 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by the congregation of St. Mark’s. 



ISAIAH 63:7-9 
 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, because of all that the Lord has 
done for us, and the great favor to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according 
to the abundance of his steadfast love. For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely”; 
and he became their savior in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in 
his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 

PSALM 148 
 

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights. Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, 
all you hosts of heaven. Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. Praise the Lord, heaven 
of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they 
were created, who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away. Praise the 
Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s 
will; mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; young men and maidens, old and 
young together. Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth 
and heaven. The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, the children of 
Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! 
 

HEBREWS 2:10-18 
 

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should 
make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are 
sanctified all have one Father. For this reason, Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying, “I 
will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” And again, 
“I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” Since, therefore, the 
children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 
Therefore, he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he 
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 
 

MATTHEW 2:13-23 
 

Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the 
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, 
to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained 
there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of 
Egypt I have called my son.” When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and 
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the 
time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet 
Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take 
the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus 
was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, 
he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 



St. Mark’s  Evangelical Lutheran Church 
3216 W. Main Street, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610 (828-459-2161) 

 

Office: Monday—Thursday, 8:30—4pm; Friday 8:30-12:30pm 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…Claremont, NC stmarksclaremc www.smarklc.org 

 

LITURGY - WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Paul Christ     Assisting Minister:  Rona Saunders 
Communion Assistants: Nicky Setzer, Jonathan Ray   Acolyte:  Kody Nash 
Chancel Choir Director/Organist/Handbell Choir Director: Myra Long 
Tech Team: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner 
Sound Technicians: Randy Sherrill, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
Altar Guild: Edie Connor, Camille Patrick, Gigi Sigmon, Debbie Watson 
Tabulators: Mike Evans, Donna Evans, Cathy Sigmon, Nicky Setzer 
Deacons: Aaron Carpenter, Scott Ramsey 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
 

 2017  2018 2019 
 Teresa Rozzelle Terry Hefner Gigi Sigmon 
 Michael Korn Scott Ramsey Edie Connor 
 Cathy Sigmon Carol Schaefer Tanya Stephenson 
 Kerri Nash Nicky Setzer Angela Brown 

On this day of celebration,  
At this time when hopes are new, 
God, we gather as your people,  
Called to put our trust in you. 
You have made the world we live in;  
You have worked through history. 
In your plan we find our purpose,  
In your love, our unity. 
 

Long ago, you sent our Savior  
To this world in deep despair. 
In your Word made flesh you came,  
Our life to know, our sins to bear. 
Christ has died and Christ is risen!   
At this new year we proclaim: 
Yesterday, today, forever--  
Jesus Christ is still the same! 

ON THIS DAY OF CELEBRATION 

Through two thousand years of changes,  
Through these passing centuries, 
You have called your church to witness  
To Christ’s love that claims and frees. 
Each new generation hears you,  
Each must find a fresh new way 
To make known the life you offer,  
To the people in their day. 
 

On this day, we pause and wonder  
What the future years will bring, 
Yet we know you clothe each flower  
And you make each sparrow sing. 
How much more will you protect us  
With your guiding, caring hand! 
By your Spirit, lead us boldly  
In the future you have planned.  


