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INTRODUCTION 

Stir up your power, and 

come! The psalmist’s 

plea in Psalm 80:2 has 

become familiar to us 

in the Advent prayers. 

Isaiah wants God to rip 

the heavens open. 

Both cry out for an 

apparently distant, 

angry God to show up, 

to save, to restore. 

 

When we hear Jesus 

describing the coming 

of the Son of Man with 

stars falling from 

heaven, it can sound 

dire and horrible, not 

like anything we would 

ever hope for. But 

when we really look at 

the suffering of people 

God loves, we can 

share the hope that 

God would tear open 

the heavens and come. 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 



 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

First Sunday of Advent 10:30 a.m.  December 3, 2017 
 

*Please stand if able    ELW—red book) 
P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation  

 
GATHERING 

 
Welcome and Announcements  

*Lighting of Advent Candle “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  (v.1) ELW #257
  

*Confession and Forgiveness   In the name of the Father... ELW p. 116-118 

*Sharing the Peace  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  

*Gathering Hymn  “The King Shall Come” ELW #260  

*Apostolic Greeting  ELW p. 120 

*Kyrie ELW p. 120-121 

*Prayer of the Day  

P:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening 
dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

WORD 
 
 

Children's Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 

Lessons  Isaiah 64:1-9;  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Zach Gardner  

*The Holy Gospel Acclamation  "Alleluia, Alleluia, …”  ELW p. 124 

*The Gospel Reading   Mark 13:24-37 

 P: The holy gospel according to Mark. C: Glory to you, O Lord.   

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
The Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 

*Hymn of the Day  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ” ELW #244  

*Apostles’ Creed  ELW p. 127  

*Intercessory Prayer  A:  Lord, in your mercy. C:  Hear our prayer. Zach Gardner 

 
MEAL 

 
 

The Offering / Offertory “In the Bleak Midwinter” Handbell Choir  
*Offering Presentation / Response "Doxology" ELW #884 
*Offertory Prayer A: Let us pray… C: Amen. Zach Gardner 

*The Eucharistic Prayer  V  ELW p. 65-66 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken)  ELW p. 129 

The Proper Preface (spoken)  ELW p. 130 

*The Lord's Prayer Traditional ELW p. 134 



 

 
LITURGY - WORK OF THE PEOPLE 

 
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock Assisting Minister:  Zach Gardner 
Communion Assistants: Charles Reed, Rona Saunders Acolyte:  Quentin Caudill 
Chancel Choir Director/Organist/Handbell Choir Director: Myra Long 
Altar Guild: Dotty & Ken Isenhour, Hilka Cox, Jo Marilyn Hewitt, Linda Hewitt, Maria Wright, Vanessa Arndt 
Tabulators: Dotty Isenhour, Chris Cloninger, Nick Setzer 
Deacons: Teresa Rozzelle, Tanya Stephenson 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill,  
Terry Hefner, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
 

St. Mark’s  Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3216 W. Main St, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610 (828-459-2161) 
Office: Monday—Thursday, 8:30—4pm; Friday, 8:30—12:30pm (karen@smarklc.org or lisa@smarklc.org) 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…Claremont  Stmarksclaremc www.smarklc.org 

 

Used by Permission: Scripture: NRSV Holy Bible.  Liturgy: Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2008 Augsburg Fortress.  
Lessons: Words for Worship 2010, ©2009 Augsburg Fortress.  Songs: CCLI License. 

Distribution  

Holy Communion Invitation: We welcome all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Communion is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If 
unable to come forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are 
welcome to commune.  

*Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) ELW p. 135  

*Distribution Hymn “What Feast of Love” ELW #487  

*Post Communion Blessing   

*Post Communion Prayer   A: Let us pray… C: Amen. Zach Gardner 

SENDING 
 

*The Benediction P: Almighty God . . . C: Amen.  

*Sending Hymn “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” ELW #543 

Dismissal  P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.  

 

+ + + 
 
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God, in celebration of the marriage of David & Lisa Tucker 
on December 2; and in memory of loved ones: Earl & Marjorie Sneed, Alton & Riby Hoke, Jackson Sneed, 
Muriel & Everette Huffman, George & Ethel Tucker, and Michael Huffman. 
 

+ + + 



 

ISAIAH 64:1-9 
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your 
presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to 
your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we 
did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet 
those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no 
one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have 
delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our 
potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity 
forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 
 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the 
cherubim. In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us. 
Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. O Lord God of hosts, how long will your 
anger fume when your people pray? You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls 
of tears to drink. You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. Restore 
us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. Let your hand be upon the one at your 
right hand, the one you have made so strong for yourself. And so will we never turn away from you; give us 
life, that we may call upon your name. Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we 
shall be saved. 
 

1 CORINTHIANS 1:3-9 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you 
because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched 
in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 
you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
MARK 13:24-37 

 

 [Jesus said:] “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 
‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather 
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its 
lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands 
the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 


