St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Introduction
In Isaiah, the people are
bid to look to their
spiritual ancestors as the
rock from which they
were hewn. Jesus declares
that the church will be
built on the rock of Peter’s
bold confession of faith.

Sunday, August 27, 2017
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

God’s word of
reconciliation and mercy
are keys to the church’s
mission. Paul urges us to
not be conformed to this
world, but to offer our
bodies as a living
sacrifice, using our
individual gifts to build up
the body of Christ.
From the table, we go
forth to offer our spiritual
worship through word
and deed.

Rally Day 2017
Contemporary Service of Holy Communion
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ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

*Please stand if able

August 27, 2017
P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation

GATHERING
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
“Mary Don’t You Weep”
p. 4
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rev. Gary Haddock
*GATHERING SONG
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”
p. 4
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Rev. Gary Haddock
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. C: Amen.
P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Eternal God our creator,
C: In you we live and move and have our being.
Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.
By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us.
In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake,
God ☩ forgives you all your sins. C: Amen.
*THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you, C: And also with you.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation
and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. C: Amen.
WORD
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES AND BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
Learning Team
CHILDREN’S SERMON
Rev. Paul Christ
LESSONS
Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8
Zach Gardner
*THE GOSPEL READING
P: The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
Matthew 16:13-20
C: Glory to you, O Lord
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON
Rev. Paul Christ
*SONG OF THE DAY
“Wayfaring Stranger”
p. 5
APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*INTERCESSORY PRAYER
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P: Lord, in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

Zach Gardner

MEAL
THE OFFERING
THE OFFERING SONG
“Down to the River to Pray”
p. 5
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS and OFFERTORY
“Communion”
This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us. (and)
In this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Zach Gardner
A: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before
us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through
Christ our Lord. C: Amen.
Holy Communion Invitation: Christ invites all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Communion is
served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come
forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are welcome to commune.
*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, … C: Amen.
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
The congregation sits. The following is sung: “Worthy Is the Lamb”
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious.
High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3X)
DISTRIBUTION (The congregation communes. Please note, there are two stations for communion.)
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
“Church in the Wildwood”
Solo, Allyson Sestric
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING:
Rev. Gary Haddock
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Zach Gardner
A: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, but your very self, that we may
feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may
we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. C: Amen.
*BLESSING
Rev. Gary Haddock
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith
and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
*SENDING SONG
“I Saw the Light / I’ll Fly Away”
p. 6
*DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. C: Thanks be to God.

Rev. Gary Haddock

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTER are given to the glory of God by the congregation of St. Mark’s.
LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock
Preacher: Rev. Paul Christ
Assisting Minister: Zach Gardner
Communion Assistants: Tanya & Greg Stephenson
Acolyte: Julia Sigmon
Altar Guild: Elaine Simmons, Ginger Carpenter, Donna Evans
Deacons: Carol Schaefer, Keri Nash
Tabulators: Dotty Isenhour, Chris Cloninger, Nicky Setzer
Praise Team Leader & Keyboard: Myra Long
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Carol Schaefer, Ethan Campbell, Joseph Carpenter
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn: Bass Guitar; Gary Stilner: Guitar; Aaron Carpenter: Drums
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Colton Ignoffo, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 550, 3216 W. Main Street, Claremont, NC 28610 (828-459-2161) www.smarklc.org
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“Mary Don’t You Weep”

Verse 1
If I could I surely would
Stand on the rock
That Moses stood
Pharaoh’s army got drowned,
Oh, Mary don’t you weep.
Chorus
Oh, Mary don’t you weep,
Don’t mourn
Oh, Mary, don’t you weep,
Don’t mourn
Pharaoh’s army got drowned
Oh, Mary don’t you weep.
Verse 2
Mary wore three links of chain
Every link was Jesus name.
Pharaoh’s army got drowned
Oh, Mary don’t you weep.

Chorus
Oh, Mary don’t you weep,
Don’t mourn
Oh, Mary, don’t you weep,
Don’t mourn
Pharaoh’s army got drowned
Oh, Mary don’t you weep.
Verse 3
One of these nights
About twelve o’ clock
This old world’s gonna rock
Pharaoh’s army got drowned
Oh, Mary don’t you weep.
Verse 4
Moses stood on the Red Sea shore
Smoted the water with a two by four
Pharaoh’s army got drowned
Oh, Mary don’t you weep.
Chorus
Oh, Mary don’t you weep,
Don’t mourn
Oh, Mary, don’t you weep,
Don’t mourn
Pharaoh’s army got drowned
Oh, Mary don’t you weep.

Instrumental
Verse 5
Old Mr. Satan, he got mad,
He missed the soul
He thought he had
Pharaoh’s army got drowned
Oh, Mary don’t you weep.
Verse 6
Brothers and sisters,
Don’t you cry
There’ll be good times
By and by
Pharaoh’s army got drowned
Oh, Mary don’t you weep.
Chorus (x2)
Oh, Mary don’t you weep,
Don’t mourn
Oh, Mary, don’t you weep,
Don’t mourn
Pharaoh’s army got drowned
Oh, Mary don’t you weep.
Instrumental

“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”
Chorus
Swing low sweet chariot
Comin' for to carry me home
Swing low sweet chariot
Comin' for to carry me home

Chorus
Swing low sweet chariot
Comin' for to carry me home
Swing low sweet chariot
Comin' for to carry me home

Verse
I looked over Jordan
And what did I see?
Comin' for to carry me home
A band of angels comin' after me
Comin' for to carry me home

Verse
I looked over Jordan
And what did I see?
Comin' for to carry me home
A band of angels comin' after me
Comin' for to carry me home

Chorus
Swing low sweet chariot
Comin' for to carry me home
Swing low sweet chariot
Comin' for to carry me home
Instrumental
Verse
I looked over Jordan
And what did I see?
Comin' for to carry me home
A band of angels comin' after me
Comin' for to carry me home
Chorus (x2)

4

“Wayfaring Stranger”

Verse 1
I am a poor wayfaring stranger
While journeying through
This world of woe
Yeah, and there's
No sickness, toil nor danger
In that bright land to which I go
Chorus 1
I'm going there to see my father
I'm going there no more to roam
I'm only going over Jordan
I'm only going over home
Interlude

Verse 2
I know dark clouds
Will gather over me
I know my way
My way is rough and steep
And beautiful fields
Lie just before me
And God's redeemed
Their vigils keep

Verse 3
I want to wear
That crown of glory
When I get home
To that good land
I want to shout
Salvation's story
In concert with
All the blood-washed band

Chorus 2
I'm going there
Oh to see my mother
I'm going there
No more to roam
I'm only going over Jordan
I'm only going over home

Chorus 3
I'm going there
To see my Savior
I'm going there
No more to roam
I'm only going over Jordan
I'm only going over home
Ending
Well I'm only going
Over Jordan
I'm only going over home

“Down to the River to Pray”

Verse 1
As I went down
In the river to pray
Studyin' about
That good ole way
And who shall wear
The starry crown
Good Lord show me the way

Verse 2
As I went down
In the river to pray
Studyin' about
That good ole way
And who shall wear
The robe and crown
Good Lord show me the way

Verse 3
As I went down
In the river to pray
Studyin' about
That good ole way
And who shall wear
The starry crown
Good Lord show me the way

Chorus 1
Oh, sisters let's go down
Let's go down, come on down
Oh, sisters let's go down
Down in the river to pray

Chorus 2
Oh, brothers let's go down
Let's go down come on down
Oh, brothers let's go down
Down in the river to pray

Chorus 3
Oh, sinners let's go down
Let's go down come on down
Oh, sinners let's go down
Down in the river to pray

5

“Church in the Wildwood”
Solo sung by Allyson Sestric
Verse
There's a church in the valley
By the wildwood
No lovelier place in the dale
No place is so dear
To my childhood
As the little brown church
In the vale
Chorus
Come to the church
By the wildwood
Oh, come to the church
In the vale
No spot is so dear
To my childhood
As the little brown church
In the vale

Verse
How sweet
On a clear Sabbath morning
To listen to the clear ringing bells
Its tones so sweetly are calling
Oh, come to the church
In the vale
Chorus
Come to the church
By the wildwood
Oh, come to the church in the vale
No spot is so dear to my childhood
As the little brown church
In the vale

Verse
From the church in the valley
By the wildwood
When day fades away into night
I would fain from this spot
Of my childhood
Wing my way to
The mansions of light
Chorus
Come to the church
By the wildwood
Oh, come to the church
In the vale
No spot is so dear
to my childhood
As the little brown church
In the vale

“I Saw the Light / I’ll Fly Away”
Chorus
I saw the light, I saw the light
No more in darkness
No more in night
And now I'm so happy
No sorrow in sight
Praise the Lord I saw the light
Verse 1
I wandered so aimless
Life filled with sin
I wouldn't let my dear Savior in
Then Jesus came
Like a stranger in the night
Praise the Lord I saw the light
Chorus
I saw the light I saw the light
No more in darkness
No more in night
And now I'm so happy
No sorrow in sight
Praise the Lord I saw the light
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Instrumental
Verse 2
Just like a blind man
I wandered along
Worries and fears
I claimed for my own
Then like the blind man
That God gave back his sight
Praise the Lord I saw the light
Chorus
I saw the light I saw the light
No more in darkness
No more in night
And now I'm so happy
No sorrow in sight
Praise the Lord I saw the light

Verse 1
Some glad morning
When this life is o'er,
I'll fly away to a home
On God's celestial shore,
I'll fly away
Chorus
I'll fly away, O glory
I'll fly away in the morning
When I die hallelujah by and by
I'll fly away

Verse 2
When the shadows of this life
Have grown, I'll fly away
Like a bird from prison
Bars has flown
I'll fly away

(Then go into “I’ll Fly Away”)
Chorus
I'll fly away, O glory
I'll fly away in the morning
When I die hallelujah by and by
I'll fly away
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ISAIAH 51:1-6

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and
to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one
when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste
places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in
her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.
Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light
to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like
gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.

PSALM 138
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise. I will bow down toward
your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your
name and your word above all things. When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. All the
rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have heard the words of your mouth. They will sing of the ways of
the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me. You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.

ROMANS 12:1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For
by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but
to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we
have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,
and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy,
in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

MATTHEW 16:13-20

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of
Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,
but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not
to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
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