
 

 

St. Mark’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

MARCH 19, 2017 

INTRODUCTION 

In today’s gospel the 
Samaritan woman asks 
Jesus for water, an image 
of our thirst for God. Jesus 
offers living water, a sign 
of God’s grace flowing 
from the waters of 
baptism.  
 
The early church used this 
gospel and those of the 
next two Sundays to 
deepen baptismal 
reflection during the final 
days of preparation 
before baptism at Easter.  
 
As we journey to the 
resurrection feast, Christ 
comes among us in word, 
bath, and meal—offering 
us the life-giving water of 
God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. 

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

“The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.” 

 
John 4:14b 



 

 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Third Sunday in Lent 8:15 a.m. March 19, 2017 

 

*Please stand if able   P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation
  

GATHERING 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Every Promise” Insert 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   Rev. Gary Haddock 
 

*GATHERING SONG “At the Cross” Insert 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin before God. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P: Out of the depths I cry to you; 
C: O Lord God, hear me calling. Incline your ear to my distress in spite of my rebelling. Do not regard my sinful 

deeds. Send me the grace my spirit needs. Without it I am nothing. Amen. 
 

P: In God alone, in God we hope, and not in our own merit. We hope as Israel in the Lord, who sends redemption 
through the Word. In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven and all things are made new. Praise God for grace 
and mercy!  

C: Amen. 
 

*THE PEACE    P: The peace of the Lord be with you, C: And also with you. 
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: From the one who is and who was and who is to come; from Jesus Christ, the first fruits of the resurrection, 

grace and peace be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this water always. 

Bring us to drink from the well that flows from the heights, depth, and portals of eternity in and through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Rev. Paul Christ 
 

*THE GOSPEL READING   P: The Holy Gospel, according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord.  John 4:5-42 
 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

THE SERMON   Rev. Paul Christ 
 

*SONG OF THE DAY  “There is None Like You” Insert 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

*INTERCESSORY PRAYER  A: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. Edie Connor 



 

 

MEAL 

THE OFFERING 

THE OFFERING SONG  “Softly and Tenderly” Insert  

*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY  “Communion” 

This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us.  
And in this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood. 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER Edie Connor 
A: Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in the 

way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION INVITATION 
Christ invites all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The Holy Communion is served by Intinction. 
You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come forward, please stand where 
you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are welcome to commune.  
 

*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V   P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, …   C:  Amen. 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER      P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give 
us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The congregation sits.  The following is sung:   “Worthy Is the Lamb” 

Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious. 
High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3X) 

 

DISTRIBUTION  The congregation communes. 
 

COMMUNION SONG   “Draw Me Close” Insert 
 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING  Edie Connor 
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words: 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen. 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
A: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting 

be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our 
Lord. C: Amen.   

*BLESSING  
P: May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of the light, strengthen you 

on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and 
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. C: Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG  “There is Power in the Blood” Insert 
 

DISMISSAL   P: Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  

 

+ + + 
 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in honor of Christian Thomas’ birthday by Wesley and 
Christopher. 

LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock  Preacher: Rev. Paul Christ Acolyte: Kiersten Bohn 
Assisting Minister: Edie Connor Communion Assistants: Rebecca Haddock, Camille Patrick 
Praise Team Leader & Keyboard: Myra Long Altar Guild: Janet Sigmon, Sue Karen Falls, Nicky & Evelyn Setzer 
Deacons: Kerri Nash, Michael Korn Tabulators: Ginger Carpenter, Carolyn Pendergrass, Hilda Deal 
Vocalists:  Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Ethan Campbell, Joseph Carpenter 
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn: Bass Guitar; Aaron Carpenter: Drums 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Colton Ignoffo, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner  



 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 3216 W. Main Street, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610, 828-459-2161 
 

Office hours: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 - 4pm, Friday, 8:30 - 12:30pm 
 

www.smarklc.org  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…Claremont, NC  stmarksclaremc 

JOHN 4:5-42 

 

[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s 
well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan woman came 
to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in 
common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you 
have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, 
who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I 
will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
 
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said 
to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not 
your husband. What you have said is true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, 
and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these 
to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I 
know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to 
her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
 
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you 
want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to 
the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They 
left the city and were on their way to him. Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he 
said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has 
brought him something to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 
work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the 
fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower 
and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that 
for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” Many Samaritans from that 
city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” So when the 
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed 
because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 


