St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

INTRODUCTION

7 EPIPHANY

In today’s first reading
we hear, “You shall be
holy, for I the Lord your
God am holy.” Yet we
know we cannot achieve
perfection. Our
attempts to love
neighbors and even our
enemies fall short of
what God desires for us.
Yet in Jesus we see one
who loved even those
who persecuted and
killed him. We are made
holy in baptism, and
forgiven at the table of
God’s mercy. As a
people made holy by
God, we go in peace to
love as we have been
loved.

FEBRUARY 19, 2017

3216 W. Main Street
P.O. Box 550
Claremont, NC 28610
828-459-2161
Office hours:
Mon - Thu, 8:30 - 4pm
Fri, 8:30 - 12:30pm
www.smarklc.org
St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church…Claremont, NC

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany

8:15 a.m.

*Please stand if able

February 19, 2017
P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation

GATHERING
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

“King of Heaven”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*GATHERING SONG

Insert
Rev. Gary Haddock

“Come, Now is the Time to Worship”

Insert

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends light to the nations,
who gives breath to us all. Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Loving God,
C: we confess that we have turned from you to follow our own ways. Forgive us for the times we have spoken or
acted too quickly. Forgive us for the times when we have not spoken or acted at all. Turn us around to follow
you in the way you want us to go. Amen.
P: Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. C: Amen.
*THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you, C: And also with you.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: From the one who is and who was and who is to come; from Jesus Christ, the first fruits of the resurrection,
grace and peace be with you all. C: And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Holy God of compassion, you invite us into your way of forgiveness and peace. Lead us to love our enemies, and
transform our words and deeds to be like his through whom we pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON
*THE GOSPEL READING

Glenn Morrison
P: The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 5:38-48

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON
*SONG OF THE DAY

Rev. Paul Christ
“They’ll Know We Are Christians”

Insert

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*INTERCESSORY PRAYER

A: Lord, in your mercy. C: Hear our prayers

Tim Carpenter

MEAL
THE OFFERING
THE OFFERING SONG
“Spirit Song”
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY
“Communion”
This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us. (and)
In this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood.

Insert

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Tim Carpenter
A: Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions. Through this meal unite us as
your body, shining with the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ
our Lord. C: Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION INVITATION Christ invites all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We welcome all who
commune in their congregations to the Lord’s Table. Communion is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then
dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come forward, please stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are
baptized are welcome to commune.

*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, … C: Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give
us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
“Worthy Is the Lamb”
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious.
High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb (repeat 3X).

The congregation sits. The following is sung:

DISTRIBUTION The congregation communes.
COMMUNION SONG
“Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing”

Insert

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words:

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen.
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Tim Carpenter
A: O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure. Go
with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise
both now and forever. C: Amen.
*BLESSING
P: The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and the blessing of almighty
God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. C: Amen.
*SENDING SONG
“Shout to the Lord”
Insert
DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. C: Thanks be to God.
+++
THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God by the St. Mark’s congregation.

LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock
Preacher: Rev. Paul Christ
Acolyte: Lindsey Elrod
Assisting Minister: Tim Carpenter
Communion Assistants: Dale Sherrill, Edie Connor
Praise Team Leader & Keyboard: Myra Long
Altar Guild: Rebecca Haddock, Jackie Devlin
Deacons: Carol Schaefer, Edie Connor
Tabulators: Hilka Cox, Sue Karen Falls, Celia Hollar, Nicky Setzer
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Ethan Campbell, Joseph Carpenter
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn: Bass Guitar; Aaron Carpenter: Drums
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Colton Ignoffo, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner

LEVITICUS 19:1-2, 9-18
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be
holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.
When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your field, or gather the gleanings of
your harvest. You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them
for the poor and the alien: I am the Lord your God. You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you shall not lie
to one another. And you shall not swear falsely by my name, profaning the name of your God: I am the Lord. You shall
not defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal; and you shall not keep for yourself the wages of a laborer until morning.
You shall not revile the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God: I am the Lord. You shall
not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge
your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your
neighbor: I am the Lord. You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you
will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love
your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.
PSALM 119:33-40
Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. Give me understanding, and I shall keep your
teaching; I shall keep it with all my heart. Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. Incline my
heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain. Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. Fulfill
your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you. Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your
judgments are good. Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.
1 CORINTHIANS 3:10-11, 16-23
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building
on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that
has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells
in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that
temple.
Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, you should become fools so that you may become
wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,”
and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” So let no one boast about human leaders.
For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—
all belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.
MATTHEW 5:38-48
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to
you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to
sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile.
Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. “You have heard that
it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.
For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you
greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

