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INTRODUCTION 

The new church year 
begins with a wake-up 
call: Christ is coming 
soon! In today’s 
readings both Paul and 
Jesus challenge us to 
wake from sleep, for we 
know neither the day 
nor hour of the Lord’s 
coming. Isaiah 
proclaims the day when 
God will gather all 
people on the holy 
mountain and there will 
be no more war or 
suffering. Though we 
vigilantly watch for the 
promised day of 
salvation, we wait for 
what we already have: 
Christ comes among us 
this day as the word and 
meal that strengthens 
our faith in the 
promises of God. 

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 



 

 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

First Sunday of Advent 8:15 a.m. November 27, 2016 
 

*Please stand if able  Please turn off all electronic devices  (ELW—red book; WOV—blue book) 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Let Us Adore” Insert 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS   Rev. Gary Haddock 
 

*GATHERING SONG   “Great Light of the World” Insert 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who leads us into the light of grace.  
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P: God of all time, 
C: we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us. We ignore our neighbors in need and fail 
in the labor of justice and peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 
things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 
 

P: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven and all things are made new.  
Rejoice in this good news! C: Amen. 
 

*THE PEACE    P: The peace of the Lord be with you, C: And also with you. 
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: From the one who is and who was and who is to come; from Jesus Christ, the first fruits of the resurrection, grace 
and peace be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our 
sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. C: Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Rev. Paul Christ 
 

*THE ACCLAMATION   P: The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

*THE GOSPEL READING  P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.  Matthew 24:36-44 
 

THE SERMON   Rev. Paul Christ 
 

*SONG OF THE DAY  “Everlasting God” Insert 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
 

*INTERCESSORY PRAYER  A: Let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God. Edie Connor
  



 

 

MEAL 

THE OFFERING 
 

THE OFFERING SONG  “Offering” Insert 
 

*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS and OFFERTORY  “Communion” 

This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us. (and) 
In this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood. 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER Edie Connor 
A: Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. Feed us with your love, that our faith shine ever new and 
our lives reveal your light. C: Amen. 
   

HOLY COMMUNION INVITATION Christ invites all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We welcome 
all who commune in their congregations to the Lord’s Table. Communion is served by Intinction. You will be given a 
wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If unable to come forward, please stand where you are, and you will 
be served there. Children who are baptized are welcome to commune.  
 

*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V   P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, …   C:  Amen.  
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER      P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give 
us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The congregation sits.  The following is sung:   “Worthy Is the Lamb” 

Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious. 
High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb (repeat 3X). 

 

DISTRIBUTION  The congregation communes. 
 

DISTRIBUTION SONG   “Amazing Love / You Are My King” Insert 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING Rev. Gary Haddock 
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words: 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C:  Amen. 
 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   Edie Connor 
A: God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup, we share. Make us ready always to 
welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the world, announcing your coming among us in 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. C: Amen. 
 

*BLESSING  Rev. Gary Haddock 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you 
with favor and give you peace. C:  Amen. 
 

*SENDING SONG  “Your Grace Is Enough” Insert 
 

DISMISSAL  P: Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news. C: Thanks be to God.  
 

+ + + 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in memory of Ethyl Teague by Whitney and Alex Kau.  
 

The flowers on the stand are given to the glory of God and in honor of Ron Cox’s birthday on November 29. 
 

The Christmas Greens are dedicated to the glory of God and in memory of Clyde Fisher. 
+ + + 

 

LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Presiding Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Gary S. Haddock Preacher: Rev. Paul Christ  
Assisting Minister:  Edie Connor Communion Assistants: Shawn Brown, Josh Sigmon 
Praise Team Leader: Jordan Moretz Acolyte: Macie Hefner 
Deacons:  Bill Dotson, Rocky Miller Altar Guild: Tamarah Hefner, Marlene Epps 
Vocalists:  Emma Blossom, Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Melanie Sigmon  
Instrumentalists: Jordan Moretz: Keyboard; Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar;  
Aaron Carpenter: Drums; Mark Mashburn: Bass Guitar 
Sound Technicians: Randy Sherrill, Carol Schaefer, Colton Ignoffo, Terry Hefner 



 

 

ISAIAH 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains,  
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
 
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 

PSALM 122 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 
to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord. 
For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 
For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your prosperity. 
Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do you good.”  
 

ROMANS 13:11-14 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside 
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

MATTHEW 24:36-44 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 
 
“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  
For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.  
 
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.  
 
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 


